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The Mirage G3 is the leading harness/container design in the

world. That's why Olav Zipser, Team Freefly Circus, Max Cohn and
other leading freeflyers who are pushing skydiving to new horizons
choose the Mirage G3. These individuals ask a lot of themselves and
even more out of their equipment. Mirage delivers.

« Superior pin and bridle protection.

» Riser covers that stay closed at all angles.

Standard secondary riser covers for riser and toggle protection.
Standard armored risers for cleaner cutaways.

Fast, reliable reserve deployment system.

Highest quality materials.

Comfortable fit.

Freefly Circus members Olav Zipser, Stefania Martinengo, Filippo Ippo' Fabbi and Mike Swanson, with Max Cohn,
Francisco Nari and Dave Padyjasek flock over Skydive America. Photo By Steve Utter.

phone 904.740.9222 Uuu.iglLragesys.com
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Editorial

Well, a disappointing showing at the FS VR | A Mk
Nationals - just one senior team in the 8-way
event, during an 'onyear as well. Why is this?  ~
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For sure, many youngsters are being tempted away
from F5 by free flying. The up and coming teams now
have FS events of their own to enter; junior and
intermediate 4-way and intermediate 8-way. Maybe the lure of a
medal in a lower category has seduced would-be entrants away; three teams
entered the 8-way intermediate event. But what of participation levels overall? In
4-way, six senior teams, six intermediate and just three junior is a fairly low
attendance.
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What are the FS Nationals For?

The BPA must ask itself the question - what are we holding the Nationals for? The
primary answer is to select the country's best athletes to represent us at the
world meet, with the ultimate dream of a medal. The secondary answer, and the

. one which has caused all the problems, is that it must be open to all members so
EDITOR: they can participate in the premier skydiving event of the year
Lesley Gale '

lesley @ skydivemag.com Fun teams don't enter the Nationals
Well it's time to face facts and understand that the Nationals isn't about ‘fun’
DESIGN: teams any more. 'Fun’ jumpers don't want to go to the Nationals and sit around on
Andy Vernum call for 12 hours a day waiting for that weather window. 'Fun' teams would rather
Tel: 01832 280 686 enter weekend meets or take advantage of cheap airfares to go abroad to boo-
stylaprint@ btinlernet.com gies. The junior and intermediate events are now of a very high standard and
don't really include scratch teams either. The vast majority if not all of the
teams in the Nationals have trained hard and spent lots of money being
coached abroad.

Go Abroad
Isn't it time to take the Nationals abroad? The argument used against
IT: C . .
this is always (a) that this would prevent the average jumper from
Zahed Shah .
) attending and (b) that the BPA does not want to upset UK drop zones
zedshah @excite,com .
by taking the event elsewhere. Well, as stated above, the average
jumper does not attend the Nationals now and would probably be
more drawn to a week away in a warm country than the 'fun' atmos-
phere of awet and windy C)Z in the UK. And as regards the second
point, there was only one bid for this year's Nationals so it hardly
seems that many other UK drop zones would be upset

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT:
Trish Jones
trish@ skydivemag.com

High Standard
My final point is that the standard of jumping has risen dramatically
in FS over the past three to five years. Junior, intermediate and
senior 4 way scores have gone through the roof as teams have
invested heavily in professional international coaches, including fly
ing them over here for the UK Nationals. Let's address the needs
of these dedicated few and take the Nationals abroad to give them
a forum to show their talents without being subjected to weather
and manifest limitations by the very nature of skydiving in the UK.
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NOTE: Some of the photos contained in
this magazine may show skydivers without
helmets, in which case they were jumping
abroad. In the UK it is mandatory to wear
a helmet for obvious safety reasons.
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Front Cover

Taken by Clloydy, it shows Giles Fabris
doing the first tube jump in the UK,
over Langar.
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Pete Marsden organised a terrific boogie in Umm Al Quwain, a small country
approximately 40 minutes from Dubai. The weather was consistently hot, but it
wasn’t a problem as everything was air-conditioned (clubhouse, packing area,
etc). The clubhouse would be the envy of any club in Europe, newly built by
Brigadier Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Mualla, who is a keen skydiver at the
club. Hejoined Pete and 12 others for a 13-way dive on one of the evening
jumps.

This was the most relaxed skydiving trip 1have ever been on. There was so much
to do when notjumping. Lounging around the swimming pool, going to the gun
club (we all explored our Rambo side by firing AK47’s, MPS'’s, Assault Rifles, and
9mm Semi Automatic Pistols), playing in the water park, go karting and motor
cross. We averaged five jumps a day; as expected, the sunset loads were
beautiful. Thanks to Mickey Doyle we had video and stills on almost everyjump.
We could have done without the after-jumping video; this was blackmail footage!
The only person to really worry will be Terry Glanfleld who single-handedly



destroyed the Style and Accuracy team from Oman. At the
beginning of our trip they were a serious, teetotal, training
team; by the end they were building human pyramids in the
pool and forever having 'just one more!".

The highlight of the holiday for me was the jump onto Sheikh
Mohammad'’s private island, which was my first beach
landing. We jumped at sunset, all very focused on canopy
control after the lecture from Pete and the thought of those
hungry sharks! It was beautiful. By the time we landed the
ground crew had the barbecue set up and the drinks chilled.
Then it was back to the mainland by boat and another night
drinking in the swimming pool.

13-way with Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Mualla

This is a brilliant trip to go on if you want a holiday, perfect
forjumpers with non-jumping family, there is so much else to
do. The trip was well organised - thanks Papa Bear! There
were no reserve rides and no injuries other than Pete’s little
finger being broken in freefall by Diccon (bully!) and Clay
feeling a bit bruised after his first base jump. Before you all
write in. this was off a camel! The trip was all a bit surreal,
summed up well by Sam on his first day's jumping. Looking
rather dazed, as we hadjust mistaken an Indian brothel for a
restaurant, he said "It's all too much, Ijumped out of a plane
three times today, fired machine guns and now I'm here!"

Pollyanna Lenkic

Shaker and Pollyanna (author)

Terri Meller and AK47

Main Photo by Sam Tuck

Jumping on to Sheikh Mohammad's private island
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Ordering is as simple as 1, 2 or 3!

ALTIMETERS
FT50 Alti - with hand strap £95.00
Altimaster |l - big clear face, for chestorwist £136.00
Altimaster Il - hand strap, lifetime guarantee  £109.00

AUDIBLE ALTIMETERS
Interface Cable for Evolution 2000 £49.99
LED Cable for Time Out!! And Evo2000 £20.00
Pro-Dytter -

Audible Altimeter, Choose your settings £115.00
Pro-Track - Audible Altimeter

and Freefall Computer, LED display £199.00
Jump Track CD and Interface -

for Pro-Track (Available August) £88.00

CAMERA GEAR
Vision ON! - Battery free video light on indicater £19.00
FF1 Camera Helmet - cdlforastomdesignfr)om£185.00

Hinton Skydiving Centre
Hinton Airfield
Steane - Brackley
Northants - NN13 5NS
Tel: +44 (0)1295 812101
Web: www.dzsports.com

GO FAST! T-SHIRTS
Freefly Friendly -White - L, XL £16.95
Jet Fuel -White - M, L, XL £16.95
Phugkinfast - White - M, L, XL £16.95
Freefly Fireball - Black, Long Sleeve, XL £21.95
Spine - White, Long Sleeve, M, L, XL £21.95

Paradise Tribal - White, Long Sleeve M, L, XLE21.95

GOGGLES
Flexvision clear £8.00
Flexvision tinted £9.00
Flexvision overglasses £10.00
Kroop £8.50
Kroop Overglasses £10.00
Sorz - tinted, mirror, amber, clear £19.50

- HEAD SEAR

Call for current stock and custom finish details

Skylight -Video recording indicator £40.00 Nvertigo (Platinum no cost option) £135.00
Sidewinder - Factory Diver £155.00
for PC7, 10, 1 and JVC GR DVX and DV1 £290.00 Oxygn -flip up lens £189.00
Sidewinder Sports - Oxygn A3 -flip up lens, external altimeter port £199.00
side-mount shell fits any helmet £155.00 Factory Diver Visor £15.00
Step Ring (Lens converter for PC1/7/10) £19.00 Oxygn Visor £17.00
Advanced Newton Ringsight £119.00 Platinum Finish on Head Gear £25.00
Newton Sight Holder £25.00 Gecko £80.00
Parasport Italia Z1 Standard £185.00
GLOVES Replacement Z1 Viser Clear £16.00
Thermal Under Gloves in luminous pink, gr/en, Tinted £18.00
ar?d yellow. M, L, XL . £10.00 LOGGING
Hitter - Leather Skydiving Glove, )
Black or White, S, M, L, XL £16.00 LO9POOK 2 jumps/page £7.50
Sure Tack -Tackified palm, Logbool.< 10 jumps/page £7.50
Black or White S, M, L, XL, XXL g10.00 >°If Inking Stampman £8.00
SPL Tech - Thick leather, ideal in the cold, Deluxe Logbook Holder -
Black, S, M, L XL £24.00 Choose colour preference £14.50
Email y our order

Name:
Address:

Tel/Email:

ITEM

Insurance is automatically added to your order unless specified in the box provided
Ifyou do notaccept insurance we take no responsibility for non-delivery
Insurance not required (tick box) D

DZ SPORTS, Hinton Skydiving Centre, Hinton Airfield,
Steane, Brackley, Northants, NN13 5NS

24HR TELEPHONE

Call us on 01295 812 101 2 E-mail your order & payment details to info@skydive.co.uk 3 Post us your order form

MISCELLANEOUS

Grid Reference Mug £5.00
Altimeter Watch £15.00
Skydiving Basics Book

Doug Peacock - Andy Allman £7.50
Tube Stoes £5.00

Jack Knife -large knife, black or Day-Glo yellow £10.00

Pouch for Jack Knife (Black) £3.50
Zac Knife -small knife £4.00
Pouch for Zac Knife -

Choose your colour preference £2.50
Leather necklace with deployment pin £8.00
Altimeter Chest Pad (Black) £7.50
Sturdy Altimaster Il

Velcro wrist mount with ‘U’ Bars £12.00
Altimaster Il 'U' Bars £6.00

| VIDEOS

Anything is Possible by Leo Dickinson (1.5hrs) £8.00
Breakaway -

The most thought provoking video out. Buy it. £17.50
Fly Like a Pro - For every parachute pilot £17.50
Pack Like a Pro - Comprehensive guide to both side
packing and pro packing £17.50
Trouble Free Zero-P -Packing tipsfromthe Pro's £13.50
Ground Rush -

Malfunctions - how would you react? £17.50
Chronicle I -

Freefly Clowns Charles Bryan and Olav Zipser £19.95
Chronicle II -More clowning around - £24.95
Chronicle Il -

A must for every freeflyer and Base Jumper £29.95
Chronicle I, I & 1l £70.00
Norman Kent - Willing to Fly package £65.00

Ground Rush Clothing
Call For Current Stock and Prices

info@skydive

I enclose a CHEQUE payable to DZ Sports
or please debit my VISA / Mastercard / Delta / Switch

nnnnnnnnnnnnhnnnn

issue No. O n Signature:

« *O 0O /0o
Date:

please add 5% tor credit cards, sorry but we have to pay for this too, no charge for debit cards.

COLOUR SIZE

Post & Packing UK BFPO & Europe

Orders upto £10.00 £1.00 £2.00

O rders £10.00 - £20.00 £2.00 £3.00

O rders £20.00 - £50.00 £3.00 £4.00

O rders over £50.00 £4.00 £5.00

O rders over £200.00 Free Free

ORDER HOTLINE

price QUANTITY TOTAL PRICE
GooDs
POST & PACKING
INSURANCE 0.95p
CREDIT CARD 5%
TOTAL
01295 812101

Please speak slowly and clearly, spelling any unusual names. Give US as much detail as possible using the above order as a guide


http://www.dzsports.com
mailto:info@skydive.co.uk
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At the recent FS
Nationals, why was
there only one senior
8-way team?

A big factor is the
number of new
jumpers taking up
free flying. Plus, inany
long time FS jumpers
are now turning to
free fly for their fun.
Why is this?

George Pilkington
takes a look at what
free flight has to
offer...
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Hassle Free

No dirt-diving. No more time spent lying on a trolley; neck and
back aching. No more ‘brain-strain’ trying to puzzle that 20
point non-repeater. Just a quick walk-through. Narrrce! Nothing
to remember in the plane on the way up. No more 'Old bone,
amoeba - star, star - block move from hell'. You can find the
time to chat to your buddies, look out of the window at that
awesome view, check your gear and quell your fear. Yes!
Happy Vibes.

The People

Free flyers are the nicest skydivers | have met in my jumping

career. There are very few egos, and no cliques, which can

seem like an issue in FS. People just want to have fun. Anyone

will jump with anyone, because it don't matter if you are crap,

the guy you jump with will have his skills stretched, so he won't Fun Factor

mind. He will learn just as you will. FUN is the only aim of free fly. Fun. fun and more fun.
Playing in the sky with your friends and learning. Every
jump, my body learns some more. The more | learn, the

All F|ying Time more fun | seem to have. Free fly, FS, style, freestyle. It's
, . ) . , . all skydiving and it's all good. But all | want these days is
It's all working time. | never wait for anyone, I'm flying all of the : . B
time. everv second. | mav have cut my freefall time to 45 fun. There is no ‘bad beer', it's just that some beer tastes
' Y ' Y y better than others. All skydiving is fun, it's just that

seconds but - hey, it's 45 seconds of intense activity.

45 seconds of full-on fun fiight. freeflying seems more fun to me than other areas.

sky live
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Lake Wales Airport
440 S. Airport Road

Lake Wales. FL33853
ventures\

Tel # (863) 679 9779
Fax # (863) 679 9449

Email: SkydiveMik@aol.com
W ebsite: http://www.ffadventures.com

| F

Photo by
Matt (Matt Dogg) McDevitt

Freefall Adventures, Florida
Are Offering Skydiving Vacations in Beautiful Lake Wales, Florida
British born Mick Hall is the owner with over 16 years of Skydiving
Experience

AFF COURSES: WHY CHOOSE US?

Come and join us in the sun for your AFF Course For our highly qualified BPA & USPA Jumpmasters.

(usually completed within 3-4 days) Our state of the art equipment, the best on the
market. Our knowledge of UK and European drop

ADVANCED COACHING/TRAINING PROGRAMMES: zones to assist you on your return. We are a

FS1 Progression: W.A.R.P. and One-on-One Coaching specialised AFF & One-on-One School, who offer

Helping you to achieve your CAT 10 in 4 days. professional,

personalised training programmes.
WIND TUNNEL TRAINING
We can incorporate Wind Tunnel Training into your
skydiving experience at Florida's famous Skyventure Wind

Tunnel in Orlando Our aim is to introduce you to the sport in a safe,
professional environment where you'll never feel left
TANDEM SKYDIVES: out, or lost in the crowd. Our courses are designed to
Let us arrange a Tandem Skydive for your friends and fit in with your schedule, so if you feel like a few days
family. off to see the attractions, we can incorporate this into

your training schedule.
All of the above! programmes offer véify competitive
pricing. We. have.NQ..hidden costs or clauses. With us you
get wnat you pay for.
ABOUT LAKE WALES
We offer the best student training facilities in Florida, including
600 acres of open landing area,
Skydiving altitudes are between 14,000 - 15,000 feet,
Our flight line of Casa's Super Otters and King Air,
Our Video Service
Free Camping & Showers
Bunk Rooms
Gear Store & Rigging Facilities
Undercover Packing Area
Air Conditioned Classrooms & TV Lounge
Cafe & Bar

LAKE WALES IS ONLY 40 MILES SOUTH OF ORLANDO AND ALL THE GREAT FLORIDA ATTRACTIONS JUST A LITTLE FURTHER ON,
AND YOU CAN REACH TAMPA OR THE WHITE SANDY BEACHES OF CLEARWATER, ST PETERSBURG OR SARASOTA

IT'S ALL HERE |UST WAITING FOR YOU


mailto:SkydiveMik@aol.com
http://www

Most photos were
taken at the
Space Games
Next Space Games is
23 Nov - 2 Dec
ffclown l<aaol.com
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Challenge

The challenge is the same as any
in skydiving, or in life for that
matter. To increase your ability. To
have more control. That's what it’s
all about! Do you remember your
first FS docking like it was
yesterday? Do you recall how it
made you feel? 1do, and |
remember my first head-down one,
my first free fly 10-way, and the first
time | 'spocked’, my first carve...
What I'm trying to say is that you
will get to do loads of new firsts'.

Conclusions

All Positive

Free fly is only positive.
You never see anyone
come down from a jump
without a big, fat smile on
their face. No-one ever
points a finger. There is
never anything negative
said. After all, you jumped
from a plane, flew with
your mate, laughed and
smiled and you’'re still alive
to do it again. Where’s the
negative in that?

More Jumps

The more you do the
faster you learn. Even
if you do 10 jumps a
day, there is nothing to
think about, it's the
easiest day’s jumping
you'll ever do. | now
understand why free
flyers do 10+ jumps a
day, so that they get
more of the fun drug
with none of the
hassle.

If you can relate to some or all of the above, then why not try your hand at free flying? Free flying has
renewed my enthusiasm for skydiving. Without it, | might not still be jumping. It's all the great things in
one big package of fun. | smile when |free fly, | smile when I land. Once | was pissed off after a free fly
jump, but that was only ‘cos | flailed like a total geek. The other 225, | have been happy! Can you say
that about your last 225 jumps? Think about it. If you can't then maybe have a look into the free fly box,
and see how much fun is in there waiting for you.

George Pilkington
george @coolngroovy.com

?

why freefly

skydive 11
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Skydive Strathallan basked in the
hot summer sun as it shone
through blue, cloudless skies...
no-one on the zone had any
sunscreen left... the weather of
skydiver’s dreams...

Sadly, the above is pure fantasy! Few of the 200 competitors, judges and
competition organisers had any dry clothes left by the end of the Scottish
Nationals, also the Northern Regionals. For the previous four
days we had, together, endured the most unpredictable
* and frustrating weather conditions. Despite this, jaMM
we managed to make enough skydives to |
complete at least two rounds of [nearly]
all disciplines, meet old friends and make
many new ones.

There was an excellent turnout of teams:

twenty 4-way FS; three 8-way FS teams; five

accuracy; four freefly and four 4-way CF speed! So we could all
catch up as it rained on and off for most of Saturday morning.

Not everyone on the DZ had time for chit-chat. j, .
gk Thomas Sports, Symbiosis Suits and Original Lizard
' some of the meet's sponsors
were there. Chris, Rob and
Chappy each set up stall in
the hangar and seemed to be
doing good trade. Warm, funky,
snuggly Original Lizard hats w8re 6l"e
more popular items on sale!

Around mid afternoon, conditions improved enough for

competitors’ eyes to be cast skyward for the WDI run.

The promise of a vintage contest for the Chandy Trophy

attracted a good tuffet-side crowd; Harry Morgan was back

to compete and had persuaded a certain Billy Sommerville to
swap his hot, new PD canopy for a Foil to come back with -
and without - a Vengeance! Andy Bremner, Dave Burns & Alan
Wilkinson made up Morgans Organs.

The afternoon continued with accuracy lifts flown between - and "j
during - downpours! Some FS jumpers spectated, others

danced in the hangar, dirt-dived, coached junior teams or chilled

out. Others understandably wanted to jump and the first signs of

frustration began to show. Kieran Brady, as Meet Director had the unenviable task of
deciding when to call the meet for the evening - on the one hand understanding the
exhausted nerves of those who wanted to switch off and wind down in the Star - and
on the other, knowing that the weather at Strathallan can change dramatically in a
matter of minutes and that with Steve Swallow's fast climbing aircraft we could take
maximum advantage. There were some relieved faces (nay, cheers!) when the FS was
called around 7pm. It was agony rather than relief on other faces about half an hour
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later when Ned Blyth of Golden Lions
A injured his ankle after landing
awkwardly on the tuffet. Kieran
decided to call the Accuracy and CF
for the evening. Hope you're
recovering well Ned!

Karry on Karaoke!
Actually, Kieran had been warned the
SSPA had arranged karaoke in the
Star and was really just trying to put
off the moment when we would be
subjected to Karen Farr’s 'singing'.
She knows the words folks but she
doesn't care about the tune. We at
Strathallan have had exactly a year
to get used to this now and I'm sure
| speak for all club members when |
say - er - what a great CCl she is!
Karen and Regan Tetlow hogged
the karaoke - sorry, kept the
crowd entertained all night.
Occasionally

they graciously allowed lesser
mortals up and all had a total blast.

Free Fly

Sunday morning’s weather was even
less inspiring than Saturday’s. After
a couple of sucker's gaps had
tantalised us, some real breaks in
the weather arrived and the free fly
contest kicked off. Four teams had
entered this Original Lizard
sponsored event. Tim Porter
provided coaching and video for all. It
was great to see Strathallan’s free
fly dudes taking part and excitement
was provided courtesy of local coach
Callum Grant’s first reserve ride!

The long, uncertain Saturday seemed
to have taken its toll as MIG and The
Band tied for first in the senior
event, with 7 points
followed by Cheers
Tom on 6 and
local team Nae
Chibs on 4.
Frustration was
™ the flavour of
the day as
the

Lwrili 1

Article by Pete Allan

Photo: Square Go and cameraman
Colin Bridges, taken by Jim Stevenson

weather teased unmercilessly. By
that evening Expede were leading the
intermediate division with a score of
10 after a rejump, Angels were
second on 7 and Grip Switch third
on 5. T4ce had been given a rejump
too and, along with a couple of
aborted run-ins and enforced
descents in the G92, they had spent
enough time aboard to clock up a
few dozen air miles!

In the Junior division Carpet Eaters
were clearly setting the pace with a
storming 11 points followed closely
by Sepukanga on 9 and Strathallan
team Square Go on B alongside
Norfolk and Chance. (Read that
name aloud! - Ed]

Video Viewing

Chief video flyer Eddie Jones and
Dave McKelvie of World Team and
BritlOO video fame had joined forces
for the weekend to make sure all the
action was captured on tape. The
front room of the Star was packed
out as Dave's cool edit of Saturday
and Sunday’s proceedings was
screened! Nice one guys!

Video Video

A Dave McKelvie 'special’
Scottish Nationals edit-
ed 2000 video is now
available forjust £31
Anyone who has seen
Dave's videos will realise
what a bargain this is!
Thanks Davel

To Order
Send £8 cheque to:

Anne Johnson
Chairwoman, SSPA
Strathallan Airfield
Auchterarder
Perthshire PH3 1BE



Photos:
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Despite the weather, at least two rounds of each event
excepting 8-way were completed and the meet was called
early on Monday evening. Prizegiving had an added bonus
this year thanks to the generosity of the competition
sponsors. As well as the Chandy Trophy and Bowl, the
oldest trophies in UK parachuting, jumpers had been
contesting for half price Tear Drops, four Symbiosis Excel
suits and Original Lizard, Sky Science & DZ Sports
vouchers!

MIC were victorious over Cheers Tom and The Band in
senior 4 way FS and took home (!) four Symbiosis Excel
Suits. A single point separated Expede from Angels at the
top of the intermediate 4 way table, just ahead of Grip
Switch. Expede, a Hinton team took away half price TSE
TearDrop vouchers. In the junior event, Carpet Eaters had a
superb first round dive scoring 11 but had to settle for
bronze in the end. They had a disastrous second round (0!)
which left them tied for third place with Raz and Norfolk and
Chance. With no time for a jump off, the team with the
highest scoring round took third. Local team Square Co!
scored more consistently to take silver and Sepukanga were
Scottish junior champions with the gold.

8 way FS

This was the only competition not to have two rounds
completed. Expd8 scored a 2 as did Air Angleterre after a
rejump. Time ran out so no prizes were forthcoming. Tongs
Ya Bass! went unchallenged [any takers for next year?) to
take intermediate.

Free Fly

Andrew Hilton and Andy Ford, alias Sew i Sew, scored
highest in and were rewarded with Original Lizard discount

Strathallan
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Morgan’s Organs
i1

vouchers. Pie Men (Jim McKee and Noel Purcell) were second with
Callum Grant and Russell Hollingworth, as Kimota, in third.

Canopy Formation

Friday’s practice jumps obviously paid off as Team Focus won the senior
event whilst Golden Lions B beat their own team Golden Lions C in the
intermediate class. The CF teams collected prizes from Sky Science
and DZ Sports along with their medals. Team Focus were particularly
understanding of the stops and starts, thanks for your patience guys!

Accuracy

Glenn Stephenson had retained his early lead in the Sky Science senior
accuracy to win the Chandy Trophy. Harry Morgan kept Andy
Bremner off the silver medal spot. Intermediate accuracy was won by
A Hamilton beating Gillies Pagon and S Miller. Whilst junior accuracy
sponsored by DZ Sports saw a 1, 2, 3 for Bickerton, Carter and

King. Morgan’s Organs won the gold in the team accuracy event.
Golden Lions A took home the silver and Golden Lions C the bronze.

That's all Folks!

As the G92 departed into the setting sun and the victors surveyed their
spoils, there was a sense of disappointment at what 'could have been’
had the weather not prevented the competition really developing -
especially in FS where several interesting battles seemed likely to
emerge. Angels and Expede for example are two teams to keep an eye
on!

[ O O LSOO PPPPPT PP PPPRRRPPIN Karen Farr
Meet Director: ..... e Kieran Brady
Chief Judge: ..o ... Bob Charters
MeEEL OFgANISEIS:  iiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e ees SSPA

This must be duff info because we all drank more tea than we made jumps! - Ed

Skydive Strathallan than

«— S| (MBiosis Suits HOMA

;TRATHABLAN}jBuI
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GAP TALLARD Centre - FRANCE
+ 18th Sept. 1999
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But... with a ittle help
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w Absolutely

perfect for
supporting,
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25,75 nph

Parachutes de France SA ¢ 2, Rue Denis Papinl Jouy le Moutier

AAAAAAAAAA 95031 Cergy-Pontoise Cedex * France ¢ Tel.: (33) 01 34 32 77 77 « Fax: (33) 01 34 32 73 17
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500m2

packing

area, 11

creeping pad.

25 bedrooms

(total 96 beds),
restaurant, bar,
terrace. Fitness,
sauna, swimming
pool adult/children,
games for children

& play ground. Free
camping. Open full
time, seven days a
week from April 1st to
November 5th.
SKYVAN/4300m
(14000ft). AFF and
school, RW and Freefly
coaching (English spoken).
1999 France’s first
skydiving centre.

e Njoy. --

EUROPEAN

SKYDIVING CENTER

Aerodrome F-03120 Lapalisse

(25km of Vichy)

tel : 334 70 99 18 03

fax : 334 70 99 28 56
www.lapalisse-aero.com

FFP Endorsement USPA group member

TEXAS HOSPITALITY
AT ITS FINEST!

AFF Package Price Including On Site
Accommodation £780

Skydive University/CAT 10/FS1

Freefly/Formation Skydiving/Canopy Control
Coaching

Super Otter/Caravan/182

Onsite Cafe/Laundry/Hot Showers/Free
Bunkrooms/Indoor Packing/Video Debrief
Stations

Open 7 DaysJune Through September
Direct Flights From All Over Europe

Tel: 001 903 364 5103
EMAIL: skydivedallas@texoma.net

RR2 Box 15, Wh_itewright, Texas, USA
www.skydivedallas.com

No clouds
No rainy days

ONLY SUNNY DAYS
at

SKYDIVE EILAT

Unique Skydiving Courses With Ground Training
That Includes 30 minutes flying time in the
Airodium Wind Tunnel + 8 Skydives.

Become a qualified skydii/er in 4 days
GROUP MEMBER UNITED STATES PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION

\TU: 972-7-6332386 FAX:972-7-6331676

Web Site: www.skydive.co.il

- /andcrafted -

Skydiving Stmm s

— fiZiiS/et/ m si/oer ----

Excellent detail

Superbly finished in Sterling Silver
Modem Flat Flyers and Free Flyers

6 inch statues mounted above a halfworld
Limited edition English Hall Marked also
available

Commissions accepted

Just £59.95 + p&p £4.95

Allow 28 days delivery

For Further Information Call:-
Tel: 0121236 3700/Fax: 012L 236 6565

17
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Smallest
Ever
Canopy

The smallest canopy ever
successfully flown and
landed, an lcarus EXTreme
VX '46', was jumped five
times on 24 July at Skydive
Elsinore by Luis (Luigi)
Cani. "46 Sg/ftlllI! Who
would have thought it?
Parachute technology has
come a long way. ”said
Simon Mundell from Icarus
simon @icaruscanopies.com

NB: “Jumping a canopy of
this size should not be
attempted by anyone who
does not have

approval directly from the
manufacturer’warns Icarus

(You don't say! - Ed)

World POPS
Meet 2002

John Crowhurst - World
TOP POP No 3, advises us
that plans are proceeding for
the next POPS World Meet
which takes place every
second year. Negotiations
are ahead with both New
Zealand and Thailand, for
February 2002, to be
confirmed in the next issue.

18 sky
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Compiled by John Mayo

Da Vinci Proved

K

Adrian Nicholas, who
attempted to test Leonardo
Da Vinci's parachute design
in the UK earlier this year,
finally succeeded on 26
June after being dropped
from a hot air balloon at
10,000 feet over
Mpumalanga, South Africa
Adrian commented that the
ride was smoother than
with modern parachutes,
although Adrian preferred
not to land the device
fearing the 85kg (1871b)

The Kenya Skydivers Club is again hosting its
traditional Malindi Boogie between 4-11
November. Improvements will be made to
ensure the boogie runs smoothly, without
losing its 'relaxed' character. Hotels are 3
or 5 star, Aircraft is, a DHC 6, 300 Series
Twin Otter. Flights for jumpers and
‘groupies’ Nairobi/Malindi/Nairobi in Twin

contraption may land on him.
Adrian cut away at 2,000’
and deployed a normal (to
us) canopy.

The original design was
scribbled by Da Vinci in a
notebook in 1483. An
accompanying note read:

"1f a man is provided with a
length of gummed linen
cloth with a length of 12
yards on each side and 12
yards high, he can jump
from any great height
whatsoever without injury."

£ Feel
the
% Speed

5

Full results of
Xe

the speed
skydiving event
at Lapalisse can be seen at:
www.speedskydiving.net

Brits attending were Jude
Haig, lan (Chappy)
Chapman, and Craig Poxon.
Other countries taking part:
France, Germany,
Switzerland, and New
Zealand.

If you fancy a try then go to
Hibaldstow on August Bank
Holiday weekend where
Chappy is organising.

Otter jump aircraft (including jumping in at
each end): $75 each way. Tours to the
Kenyan wildlife parks can be arranged and an
‘assault' on Kilimanjaro, Africa's highest
mountain, is planned before the boogie, led
by Dale Nelson.

FFIl: www.skydivekenya.com In the UK:
Dave Haygarth, dave@reef-edge.com

Chris Gauge Celebration Weekend

Due to a large number of fellow skydivers being unable to attend the
weekend celebration of Chris Gauge in June at Hibaldstow, the event
was postponed and has now been re-scheduled for September 9. So, no
excuses, join us then for a fun meet with skysurf/free fly competition
for the Chris Gauge memorial trophy.

Toni Gauge

prep\  uaus ooyd
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Brit
Flies
with
Dolphins

Janine Hill became the twentieth
person in the world and the second
woman, to pass Olav Zipser's
Atmosphere Dolphin 'B' test. Janine
became AD B20 in May shortly after
competing in the Space Games.

The test involves the Spaceball, which
has to be caught each time after six
different transitions in 40 seconds
working time. Janine, originally from
England, was recently granted a sports
visa from US immigration, which
entitles her to work for the Total Body
Pilot School for the next three years.

Net Trawl

Craig Poxon's site asks the question:- Is
your DZ visible from space?
www.poxon.org/Craig/Skydive/lsYourDZ
VisibleFromSpace.html

PS Don't bother unless you jump at
Headcorn!

If you fancy a laugh and have plenty of
spare time and bandwidth, check out
www.johnandjanine.com

It's our very own CIHAYISEX
Janine (Dolphin SCANDAL
B20) Hill and RENT BOYS

partner John. A
well constructed
and extremely
funny website.

Out of our League

An interesting site for competition FS
goodies with useful training material
www.skyleague.com

SSI1 Protour

Excellent for anyone considering
skysurfing or freeflying professionally
including details on TV and media
exposure

www.ssiprotour.com

Nationals Results .

Not complete when we went to

press, full report next issue,
see website for more results

4-way Senior FS

Team
1 XL
2 4 Pak
3 VMax

4-way Intermediate FS

Team
1 Expede
2 Angels
3 All 4 One

4-way Junior FS

Team
1 Carpet Eaters
2 Reme Red
3 No lIllusion

8 Way Senior FS 10 rounds
Team Score Average
V.N.E 92 9.20
8 Way Intermediate FS 5 rounds
Team Score Average
1 4PAk to Manifest 29 5.80
2 Speed 4 Play 28 5.60
3 Big Black One 5 1.00
10 rounds Skysurf 5 rounds
Score Average Team Score
148 17.80 1 Clockwork Orange 400.3
135 13.50 2 SkysurfX 347.0
125 12.50 3 Gazho 261.9
8 rounds Freestyle 5 rounds
Score Average Team Score
89 11.13 1 LDAdventure.com 375.9
78 9.75 2 110 226.3
62 7.75
Freefly 5 rounds
8 rounds Team Score
Score Average 1 Playboys 435.3
102 12.75 2 DDT 361.3
27 3.38 3 XPortL 354.4
17 2.13

Shoddy Weather For Record

brought low cloud to Langar over

Bad weather was the main culprit
at the Women's 50-way record
attempt held at BPS Langar in early
July. Despite moving their annual
boogie by a week in an attempt to
thwart the kind of weather
reminiscent of BritlOO over the
last two years, a low pressure
system settled over England and

the four days of the attempt.
George Pilkington got out the sugar
on the Sunday and managed to clear
the clouds away long enough for
Langar to get two club lifts up, but
then the cloud returned and the
girls' loads never got off the
ground. Next time maybe?

sky

dive ©
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692 Twin Turbine

S M | | . Very Fast
m“baIdStOW Flies 7 cloys a week
NEW We've got the plane, we’ve got the prices
accommodation block & DZ shop 14,500 ft every trip
— OPEN__ (weather permitting) in 11 mins
2nd Annual Speed Freaks C titi August 26-28
TOP CLASS Can you beat st years top speed? o LEE LOVE A TEAM
SKYDIVING COACHES Sponsored by L & B (Pro-Track) AFF SCHOOL
for f_reefly and Student Progression Week Sept 4-8 4 packages
formation skydiving Celebration of Chris Gauge with Sky Sept 9-10 From basic AFF 8
Surf/Free Fly Competition & Fun Meet levels at €1099
; Fne Southern Regionals sept 16-17  to the AFF course with
UIF\)IotrOme Jg&pffr;gisés Classics and CF video, consolidation
little ’as £14.55 Central Regionals Sept 23-24 jumps and
: e FS accommodation at
Load organisers available
Halloween 10 Way Speed Meet Oct 28-29 €1650

every weekend

TARGET SKYSPORTS

@ hibaldstow Where are you?

The UK% mostprogressive skydiving centre
HIBALDSTOW AIRFIELD, HIBALDSTOW, BR1GG, NORTH LINCS

Office Tel/Fax: 0113 250 5600 Drop Zone Tel : 01652 648837
E-mail info@targetsky.demon.co.uk

Florida's newest attraction...

\ Notyour average gear store....

% 0
Website: www.skydiving.co.uk

Managed by Dave Ruffel! £

Qcm ian~vel/vi
fyactosuf, (le&esw &L
feisuH M g* 1 T

cMelm eti

2>a * Audidxl&i
Attim aAte/i AlUmetesui
G lo iiiin cj,
Tel: 001-813-780-7339 Z Store: 4439 Skydive
Fax: 001-813-788-1138 Lane, Zephyrhills,

Email: gearstore@aol.com FL 33540
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Opening Again
September 16

Next Freefly Event

We have 2 Super
Otters flying
during

cal

September 23 - October 1

"JbS 0t

Woodmouse 4 fay
16-17 Sept

Let 410 here to the

middle of November

MinRfF
every weekem
Free ground lessons,one
on one coaching, big \ays
<& flock dives

‘Let jump prices
€16 to altitude or

10 non refundable tickets for £150
All Fridays, jumps are only £12
N\

rii

Team rates.

Sibson Airfield,
Nr Wansford
Peterborough
PES 6NE |
tel: 01832 280490
fax: 01832 280409
www.skydivesibbson.com
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Simon Ward
runs through
skydiving stills
available In
the digital age
of ‘the
noughties

Photo: Oscar Oczkowski

a number of brilliant photographers who would solely concentrate on taking pictures (the

results of which could be seen in three editions of Skies Call by Andy Keech). When video
first arrived, the demands on photographers were to take different angles and remain on the
subject for the complete skydive. The imagery changed from creating pictures to recording a
skydive. We all know of the benefits in terms of learning and training. The creative side took a
while longer before video became an acceptable format over film for the media.

The advent of video did no favours for skydiving photography. About 15-20 years ago we had

This also changed photography in the sport. Camera slots were primarily for video and stills
cameras were often an afterthought. At the same time cameramen with little photographic
knowledge were using automatic settings on fabulous new cameras and their angles were less
exciting owing to the dictation of the video requirements. Now, I'm a great believer in change
so none of this is negative stuff, and it just gets better...

Along comes the digital age in an affordable way at exactly the same time that our
sport radically changed. We found colour, skysurfing, freeflying, media
acceptance and more. All the time we are accompanied by tiny video
cameras that do more than their predecessors. So, where do we start in this
sweet shop full of 7 year-olds? | intend to leave video at this point and
concentrate on the creation of stills images

Stills Images - Consider Output

For stills work, we need to concentrate on input and output. Firstly -

output; what is the image for? Individuals, media, library, or don't know? If

a publishing medium, is it for newsprint, magazine, website, reprint, or
on-screen projection?

Input Format
Input is quite easy as it is defined by output. (Input)
Once we know where the picture will end up.
we can decide on the format. Even better is that happy snepfilm canera /7
nowadays we can often match differing qualities 35mmfilm canera Y Y Y Y
and electronically enhance images. mediumformet film Y R Y
) o ) chegp darestic digital / ?
Choices in this area are all about film format L
. . top domestic digital [ / ?
(size, speed and type) and storage medium. .
pro digital SR [ [
The table shows which format (input) is digital video canera S
suitable for different sorts of output. slide/negative scamer r o rr



Notwithstanding technical challenges of some
of the above, you will note that if we can get
light onto film (or now a chip), we can do
something with it. | have scanned over 1,000
of my images onto disc in a medium quality
and this can be done with many flat-bed
scanners for prints or specialist film scanners
for slides and negatives. The web is a whole
new medium for our work and, whilst the
technical quality only need be at the low end, a
good photo is still required to impress.

Options for Digital Output

There are four ways to achieve digital output;
Captured from video
Consumer digital cameras
Scan prints, slides or negs
Professional digital
cameras

PP

1. Captured from video

Anyone with the ability to capture an image off
digital videotape will have a ton of material to
choose from. However, to date the quality is
very low, completely unsuitable for our Mag,
for example, but acceptable for a website. You
can make a difference by ensuring that all
frames are shot on a minimum shutter speed
of around 500th/second for freefall or other fast
action shots.

2. Consumer digital camera

The best option may lie in a consumer digital
camera. Downsides are normally electronic
such as finding a good firing mechanism,
setting manual settings and speed of writing
files to disc. However, the speed of
development on these new cameras is
astonishing. You should be looking for the best
available quality with a couple of provisos;

¢ make sure the camera has a photographic
heritage, this will almost certainly mean better
optics and more appropriate functions.

e try to find out if the camera uses
interpolation. This is really a software solution

Smps for ike Mag

What’s the best way to submit
photos to your Mag?

Always send us the original format of the image

1. If slide or print, post the image itself (not
a scan), as large as possible if a print. We
return everything in good nick, honest!

to create additional pixels from surrounding
original pixels, a 'best-fit' solution and means
that the camera is likely to be inferior to others
with a similar amount of 'raw' pixels.

| have done a few jumps with the Olympus C-
2000-2.1 megapixels (2.1 million pixels). |
used it at the world record in Thailand until a
Norwegian boot took exception to it during a
Here exit. | have to say it was quite fantastic in
spite of its domestic beginnings. | intend to
move onto the new Olympus 3030 - 3 million
(+) pixels. Another great feature of this camera
is the ability to shoot short video sequences.

3. Scan prints, slides or negs
Option number three is to scan your existing
work. Unless you have a good scanner you
are limited. Magazines, including our own,
will prefer original material as they use an
expensive drum scanner for optimum quality. If
you own an Olympus or Nikon film scanner
this will probably suffice; they are certainly fine
for newsprint and some magazine jobs, like
small shots. Everything reproduced on BritlOO
was originated this way, other than ‘people’
shots, which came off the Olympus digital.

4. Professional digital camera
The final option is a professional digital
camera. They are still a bit bulky for jumping
and certainly very costly being north of
£5,000. But - watch this space as we'll see
the serious skydive photographers investing
within the next twelve months, | reckon.

So, what's the answer? Well that depends
on the question | suppose, which is all
about what you want to do with the
picture. | would advise you to use a good
guality consumer camera. All you need
worry about then is mastering the
technical and photographic skills!

Background image: Stuart Meacock

sky

2. If you are using a digital camera, choose
the highest resolution setting available and
send us the raw, untouched image.

3. Please don’t send us images
downloaded from the web or a video
camera,as they are not suitable. Neither are
your own scans unless you have agreed the
format with us.

4. We are always happy to advise, call us on
01832 280 790 and speak to Zed.

August 200Q"



Don'tsit on the groundana waitfor the weather...
Comegetyourkneesin the hreeze in the fioriHa Sun!

ISkydive

Bunfor Brits, by Brits
Comeiearn fromtheBest, in thenorm Sun
Home of Brit National4 Way Team Sebastian KL
Tandem, m BAPS, WARP, BW, Freeflying!

Accelerated FreeFall

Great
IFacilities

Why come to Sebastian?
British owned and operated
The best training available:

AFF, SL, RAPS, WARP

landems

Best team rates in the world!
4 Way Training Air conditioned team rooms
Official home of Skydive University
Flights are cheap!
Big Ways Jumps are cheap!
The Zoo Bar Great facilities:

and Restaurant 2 Super Qtters & a CASA
Indoor packing

Full time rigging loft

Skydive University

Camping and showers

The Zoo Bar

FUN! Awsome jumping weather!

Great location:

Near Disney, Universal

Key West & Cape Canaveral
And a million other reasons.......

1-561-388-567 2 Fc561-38332105

Skydive Sebastian - 400 W. Airport Drive, Sebastian, Florida 32958
Visit us on the web at www.skydiveseb.com email: info@skydiveseb.com


http://www.skydiveseb.com
mailto:info@skydiveseb.com

Sports Council Grant

A grant of £45,000 has been awarded for the year 1 July 2000 -
30 June 2001. This has been specifically allocated to the cost of
the BPA’'s Operational Plan for Safety (£20,000) and
Competitions (£25,000). See April 2000 Mag, page 23 for the
complete Action Plan. Council has achieved 90% of their goals in
the various Matrix Plans.

No More Saturdays

The Saturday morning opening of the BPA Office has been
cancelled due to lack of response. Despite the recent survey
stating that 47% of BPA members found it useful then, in fact,
only 3 or 4 calls a day were received. Of these, two were usually
to enquire about the weather!

First Jump Vouchers

Council has agreed that jump vouchers can be sold on the
website of the BPA Shop. The vouchers are for first time jumpers;
tandem, static line rounds or RAPS and can be used at all
participating drop zones.

at t&at, totone acNUN

a&aut time cJtattyecC Actf

jmbiosis SunS

Email: symbiosis.suits@ btinternet.com
The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent TN27 9HX
Tel: 01622 890 967
Fax: 01622 891 236

New BPA Staff Members

Two new people have joined the BPA
staff, based in Leicester with a third on
the way. Glen Turnbull, our new
Development Officer, is a sports studies
graduate; one of his tasks has been
further development of the BPA
website. Check it out on
www.bpa.org.uk He is also involved in
sponsorship  seeking, competitions,
event management and PR. Feedback
for committees or the website is always
welcome, to GlenT@bpa.org.uk.

Glen Turnbull
Development Officer

Martin Shuttleworth has joined us as
National Administrator and Office
Manager.Martin has wide experience
working for membership organisations
and is looking forward to getting to

know everyone in the BPA. Martin Shuttleworth

NationalAdministrator

Jane Doughty has resigned, we wish her all the best in her
new career in marketing. One of Martin Shuttleworth’s first
tasks has been to interview replacement people to work with
him! Just as we went to press, Susan Waterfield was

appointed in Jane’s place as Administration Secretary.

Michael Allum

michael @thepops.com

Tandem Bl
Steve Watson
Dave du Plessis
Mark Maynard
John Reid

Category System B
Phil Lyall

Chris Beattie

Gary Stevens
Marie-Anne Stevens

Graham Harris
Tandem Instructor

Jim Hynds )

Billy Gollan Simeon Lott
Andrew Bee St_eve Watson
Jeff Montgomery Mike Carruthers
Eddie Jones Paul Grundy
Paul Black Michael Morgan
Paul White Tony Smith

Wayne Costello

. AFF Instructor
Dean Hoskins

Glen Morris

Category System
Instructor

Chris McCann
Jim O’Kane
Andy Ford

lan McAuliffe
Danny Branston
Richard Smith
Paul Floyd
Jason Thompson
Chris Good
James White

Advanced Instructor
Barry Buck

Instructor Examiner
Carl Williams

SKYDIVING BASICS

THE STUDENT MANUAL
by Doug Peacock and Andy Allman
Obtainable from
Parachute Training Services

11
Abingdon

Godwyn Close

Oxon 0X14 1BU
Tel/Fax: 01235 529 570
website: www.paratrg.demon.co.uk/
Cash with order £8.50 inc PfrP
Cheques payable to Parachute Training Services

sky
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e things in life change your
outlook for ever

You hawe 2 hmﬁ%’:ﬁm now get the high-tech reserve too ?

~ TECHNO Reserves: For those who look o the future.
o) W - "

..

¥

TECHNO Reserves:

Bi-convex wing profile

and unique attachment system
combine to give fast opening time,
superb flight characteristics

and excepii s

g :‘1 . -' 4 |
- Reduced bulk for
smaller pack jobs.
Patented safety systems.
European JAR 21and

#% US TSO C23d qualifications.
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Freefly Survival

Vertical Relative Work (vrw) requires a
whole new set of skills. Do not assume
you have these skills just because you
have experience in other disciplines -
although freeflying will benefit from the
skills that you do have.

Rules around the world
Examine safety and other issues both in
your home country and abroad. It's useful
to look at that different knowledge, skills,
training and equipment. Some
associations have more rules than others.
Most regulations are well intended, were
designed to try and ensure people’s safety

\/~

and reflect the general level of awareness
of freeflying in that organisation.

On the flipside of the coin is an attitude
with less rules. Individuals look after
themselves and have more choice in their
decisions (eg number of low experience
freeflyers per group etc), more freedom to
hurt themselves or others. This article
does not give opinions on either system;
just be aware that other ways exist.

When on a new DZ
Find out how and why they work to
different rules or lack of them. A good start

If you want to

start freeflying,
most people will
give the same
advice - master
head-up flying

first. Here is the
first in a three part
series by Giles
Fabris.

Head-up is initially
easier than
head-down as

there are no
orientation

4 problems and most
FS jumpers have

tried it before.

Gaining control in
head-up positions
will allow you to
go on sunset big-
ways. As long as
you are safe and in
control, you will be
welcome and can
gain knowledge
just by being
there.

is local people with experience. Locals
seem to get hurt less than visitors
because they know all these important
rules as well as special stuff relevant to
their DZ. Stuff to note:

* Do they have a load master plan?

* When do you exit when freeflying?
* How do you decide who exits first?
* How do you decide who exits last?

Accidents usually occur due to really
simple things not being known or
forgotten. Think of freeflying as a new way
of flying.



Belly  Free

Can you always seethe

planet whilst in freefall Yes No
Can you pull without

slowing down first? Yes No
Need not change body

position to pull? Yes No
Little danger on break-off

from above? Yes No
Group all on ore level at

break-off? Yes No
Freefall lests 60 seconds

or more? Yes No

Looking at these exanples, freeflying can be dangerous to
the uninformed; yet, with a small amount of common
serse and information, it can be much safer.

Learn to ask these questions:
e Isnyequipment sfe?
e Isthe equipment of athers I'm junping with safe?
(no metter how meny junps they have)
¢ Gnldothis mysdf/ with ahers on abed day?
¢ Amllahers I'mgoing with, tired/ current/ skilled ec?

Just because someone
says they’re safe does
not mean they are!

A reserve pillow handle
instead of a D ring is highly
recommended, this virtually
eliminates the possibility of
an accidental deployment
due to contact in freefall

Every freeflyer’'s nightmare is a
premature opening. This is much more
serious than our ‘slower brothers and
sisters’ flying face to earth. Firstly, the
jumper may be transitioning and
become entangled; secondly, they will
be going faster than the recommended
canopy opening speed; potentially fast
enough to hurt, seriously injure or even
blow up the resen/e.

Deployment System

Bottom of container (BOC) throwaway
or a pullout deployment are vital as the
pilot chute and bridle must be stowed
tightly away from the airflow. Freeflying
with a leg strap throwaway is just not
acceptable. Keep your closing loop
tight and in good condition, inspect it
for any wear on a regular basis (every
pack job) and check any velcro for
wear.

Be Secure

Make sure that your jumpsuit or
clothing cannot blow up and cover all
your handles. Tie bottoms off and tuck

tops in, secure ankles. Whilst obvious
that equipment such as bridles and
risers should be secure, do not forget
the minor items need tightening too -
shoelaces, helmet straps, video
bungees, goggles.

Altimeters

Altis can be worn where comfortable,
as long as you can read them in the
flying position you’re using. Most
people know there is a burble (low
pressure area) created above the
chest when sit-flying, and a head
burble when in a head-up position.
Hence, an error of a few hundred feet
on a helmet-mounted audible, should
come as no surprise.

| strongly advise the use of an audible
altimeter and I've found the best to be
a Pro-Dytter Protrack. Some
associations require that an audible alti
must be worn on freefly jumps. | do not
advise beginners to use a chest-mount
alti as an early problem for a lot of
head-up flyers is a reclined, on-the-
back position. Remember, all altis

can fail.

Main and reserve flaps and
riser covers should be secure
so they will not move during

the higher speeds of

freeflying, to guard against

premature openings.

Pull out or BOC are vital so the
pilot chute cannot get caughtin
the airflow

A strap connecting
the leg straps is a
really good idea,
preventing them
slipping to your
hnees.



Clothing

1 Winged suits or drag on top, tight legs -
this is great if all you want to do is sit-flying or
stand positions, but useless if for head-down
flying. These suits are perfect if everyone has
got one. They are also great for doing sitflying
with belly flyers and

filming tandems in sit. Be

careful with the wings at

pull time (spinning), do a

couple of practice pulls up

high first.

Do not rely on audibles if you
cannot read your altimeter or
see the ground in freefall

2. Freefly suits are a

good choice - although
beginners may find them  #
more difficult to stand up

in to start because of the extra drag around the
legs. They also have more all round drag for
more ease in many different positions.

3. The cheap option - buy a cheap sweatshirt
and pants; ones with a drawcord at the waist
and tight ankles. Tuck your top into the bottoms
and tie tightly to avoid the nightmare of clothing
blowing out and covering your handles.

Webbed gloves - are okay for some
freestylists and skysurfers, and great to slow
down to film tandems whilst freeflying. Try them
first and do lots of practice pulls on all handles
and knives. They are not recommended for
head-up flying - well, not by me anyway!

Freeflying with a

If it goes wrong

If you get into a spin or fall off a

position - get stable, check your

altitude and, if height permits, try

again. Try new bursts of skills in ten

second intervals. You will tend to
drift across the sky when
first learning, so turning
around after ten seconds
and going back the other
way will help.

It is helpful to practice
being ‘unstable’. Your
body and mind need to
learn that face-to-earth is
not the only way to fly.
For example, if you do get into a
spin and are confident that you can
handle it, why not throw in a barrel
roll as well? The overall object is to
be in control in any way - that’s
what ‘stable’ really means. On your
early jumps, if you are out of control
and solo, get face to earth, it's what
you are used to.

Make sure there is no-one above
you before you go belly-to-earth or
you run the risk of ‘corking’ (see
later) and will go up and collide at a
very high speed with anyone above
you. This is why it is essential to be

able to recover into a faster
position (head-up or head-down)
before going on to jump with
others. Learn to tuck into a tight
ball if you go unstable in order to
keep up the fall rate. Practise this
skill on your own first.

Only do solo jumps until you are
skilled in basic positions and can
revert to them in times of stress
and instability. Spend a few jumps
on just one move until it becomes
second nature. Don’t become
disappointed if it doesn't happen all
at once.

Master the skills of recovery, turns,
fall rate, forward and back
movement before going out with
larger groups, or go out with
experienced freeflyers who will be
happy to help. Do lots of 2-ways
first with experienced freeflyers.
2-ways with both inexperienced
freeflyers are dangerous. There is a
very high risk of collision at high
speed.

With the added third dimension to
flying, the chances of a ‘zoo’ dive
become greater so it's best not to
have too many people to start with.

leg strap
throwaway is
just not
acceptable
Chech any |
velcro forl
signs of |
wear, replace \
it if needed!
Ohay to
reefly?

Giles' clothing will
blow up and cover
his handles, his leg
strap throwaway is
unsuitable and half
out of the pochet and
the riser covers less
than secure.

The riser and pin-covers may looh secure
but the style and the worn velcro mean
they are lihely to blow open in freefall,

the increased freefly speed will mahe
sure of that



Freeflying can be as much as 50% faster than belly flying, so
it's particularly important to keep good track of altitude as
you've probably developed a body clock based on belly flying.

Break-Off

Have a plan, even a rough
safety idea. Determine break-off
and deployment altitudes. Break
off heights need to be a little bit
higher as you need time to:

(a) get belly to earth

(b) slow down

(c) track away before you pull.

Allow time for people to look first before tracking off
Do not break off randomly; keep slots on break-off too.

m
On bigger ways use staged break-offs and deployments; leave
first, track off and pull a little higher.

For beginners, | recommend breaking off at 5,000ft for the first

few jumps. Think of barrel rolling whilst in a track to check the
airspace all around you - a really good general survival skill.

Learn to barrel roll whilst in a
track to check the airspace all
around you - a really good
general survival skill.
Practice this technique alone first!

Remember, do not rely on audibles
if you cannot read your altimeter or
see the ground in freefall. If you
totally rely on your audibles, what
will you do if this fails? Some
manufacturers advise the use of
two - although some sceptics
would call this a sales ploy!

Have fun -stay safe to do it again!

Think of sit and stand as being a combination of head-up
speeds - with sit being the slower position and stand-up
being the faster fall rate - with all the subtle variations of

speed and body position in between. This will avoid
those dives when many people tend to begin in ‘sit’ and
then change to ‘stand-up’, radically altering their fall

rates - without really getting what they want.

Work on learning a skill in the slower speed range -
‘sitting’ - this also seems to have a lower centre of
gravity so initially it's easier until you become proficient,
then speed up the fall rate - this will greatly improve

your balance and when learning
more advanced moves (for example
carving) will make it easier.

The Position

This position can consist of a series
of angles - keep your spine straight
and ‘think tall’ - push your hips
forward slightly (just an inch or so).

For a faster position, keep the
position as before - straighten your
legs and have them a comfortable
width apart (about shoulder width).

Centre Point

Now you have an idea of head-up positions,
imagine a ‘centre point’just a few inches below
your belly button (this is where you initiate
movement from. Focus on this point in your
body - notice how it affects the whole way we
walk, run, jump. Notice how your body seems
to follow this point, this centre of gravity.

orvy WIj Vs
August 2000

Try This!
A good exercise to feel this centre
point of balance is:

Kneel on the floor, keep a really
straight spine and close your eyes.
Now get a friend to rock you from
side to side, large movements to
start (not too fast), let your friend
keep rocking you, just make the
side-to-side movements smaller until
eventually you stop.

Feel how losing your balance helps
you understand where your balance
is. Focussing on this point will help

you understand movement in freefall.



When learning to fly head-up,
remember to push your legs down
into the airflow, think of the angles
you need and keeping your hips
forward a little and your centre of
gravity. People often ask, “How hard
do | push my legs down?” The
answer is - until they are down!

A On Youk

If you end up in a reclined position on your back - don't
worry - just relax and smile! - check that your body is in
symmetry - arms, elbows, knees, feet (if it is, you will be
falling back to earth and stable). Roll back your shoulders
and arms, so that your arms are level with your head and

NG
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push your hands against the airflow (sort of like rowing a
boat). Push down with your legs at the same time - don't
forget to keep your legs pushing down. This should place
you in a more vertical position (ie, spine vertical in the
airflow).

Try this: hold a weight with your arms outstretched and now, with a 90” bend. See
how much easier it is to lift. In the same way, when head-up flying, use your arms
a bit closer to your body. This will make it easier to fly head-up (and also later on

will help you going forward, back, slipping to the side, and taking grips). Palms

against the wind feels easy too.

| cannot over emphasis the need to keep elbows below the shoulders - in all but
the fastest flying, if you let your arms blow up you will go faster. A lot of stand-up
dives become a race to the ground, with everybody looking at each other, arms

right up and movement can become erratic in this position.

It's easier to read your alti too

"To confine our
attention to
terrestrial matters
would be to limit the
human spirit-

Steven Hawking

August 2000



Learn to find a heading and hold it. Pick an object (the sun or
any reference point that will not move). After exit, turn 90"
from the direction the aircraft is going (the line of flight), either
way is good. This makes things much safer. If you track up the
line of flight, you risk collision with others, either in freefall or
under canopy. When starting to learn to freefly, you will tend to
drift around the sky a bit, so try bursts of skills and then turn

around and go back the other way.

We move around our centre
points - if we turn our torso to the
left or right, we move this point so
the rest of our bodies
naturally follow.
Methods of turning
involve
turning with
the hand
(possibly
more use to
skysurfers
than anyone else).
Turning by
dropping an arm
or foot and looking
toward the way
you turn moves
the centre point -
the same action.

Look towards an object, you will
normally turn towards it.

Using the ‘follow your feet’
principle works but is more useful
for winged suits and in more
advanced flying, | believe, has its
limitations.

It's important to recognise a 360°
turn as a combination of moves:
1. Am | stable? Check symmetry
of body (feet, knees, hands,
elbows). Straight back (are my
legs wide enough for stability to
start?).

2. Initiate small torso (one point)
turn, look where you want to go.
3. Stop on heading, check
stability.

Freeflyers’
ideal path

wingl | O

LOWER

| find it helpful to think of the body in two zones -
the upper wing and the lower wing. When head
up, learn first to fly the upper wing which is the
top half; head-down flyers would use the upper

wing too, the legs in that case.

Forward and Bielcward

Remember your centrepoint - move it

forward and you will follow - move it
back and back you will go.

Allow for fall rate changes too. In the

first position you will slow down so raise

your hands or get a little less wide to
compensate.

Aerial photos show Monkey Claw,
taken by Chris Norton
Ground shots show Emma Grundy
(positions), Ruth Covell and Giles
Fabris (equipment), taken by
Tony Danbury

Author Giles Fabris is supported by
Larsen and Brusgaard (Pro-track),
Jump Design (skydive wear) and

Cypres equipped. Giles thanks
Omar Alhegelan & Arizona Free Flight,
Emmanuelle Cellicout, Alex Meacock,

Phil Halper and Tony Danbury



Full Rate

To increase gently, stand up a little, push your feet down into
the wind (hips forward a little to counter a slight natural
backslide). Keep your arms by your sides - putting them over
your head will make you go really fast.

To decrease, gently widen your legs - arms, recline a bit for
really slow fall.

SLOW MEDIUM

%

Soon after beginning to freefly, you’ll notice that beginners go
upwards or ‘cork’ in relation to others when they lose a sit,
stand or head-down position. They suddenly pop up, drag
increases (as the position they are in is no longer vertical) and

their profile goes from small to large. This change turns anyone

into a very fast moving, out of control problem to anyone near,

but specially above them. Even a momentary flail will shoot you
upwards about 40-70ft in a heart beat - anyone above you and

you are both in trouble.

People have been killed because of this, people | know, not just

a far away story. A really light person can vary their speed from
120 to 220mph when freeflying. Even being conservative in
estimating, there is a danger of 50-70mph collisions between
inexperienced people. This is why it is important to get good
stable positions before jumping with your friends. Go out whilst
learning only with people who have the knowledge and
experience to get out of the way if required.

Corking, as this movement is called (imagine the speed a cork
travels out of a bottle of champagne) is often accompanied by
an amazing lack of control on the horizontal, called zooming.

Try to remember whenever possible - arms below shoulders

For really fast - put arms flat to the body, feet together, look at
the horizon.

Basically, the slower the fall rate, the greater the stability, the
faster the position, the more balance it requires.

head o flying

FAST BALLISTIC

Eye contact is an
essential skill.
Maintain it. If

someone is looking
at you, do not
assume that they
can see you (the sun
may be behind you)

Lots of people going out alone when beginning to freefly, are
blissfully unaware that this is happening, even though they may
be tracking up the line of flight into others. As said before,
practice bursts of skills and then turn around and try the other
way, try jumping with those who you know have a safe level of

awareness to begin with.
Sic.



Parachutes

main distributors for:

J5PRINGO
MERIT
TECHNO

BT 80
VENGEANCE
VELOCITY
STILETTO
SABRE
SILHOUETTE
SPECTRE
LIGHTNING
NAVIGATOR

ICARUS
CANOPIES

EXTREME
SAFIRE
OMEGA
TANDEM
RAVEN
TRIATHLON
BALANCE
QUADRA
FANDANGO

Containers

main distributors for:

TEARDROP

VOODOO

JAVELIN

JUMP SUITS

SYMBIOSIS
SUITS

TONY SUITS

Dealers still required for some

AIRCARE
SUITS

BEV SUITS

drop zones. Call for details

=Sand SERVICE

poweredparachutes N

call for details or see our website

Reserve Repacks

Parachute equipment has become more
sophisticated in both the technical and cosmetic
sense. Reserve packing has become more
specialised, the inspection of your reserve and
container requires a considerable level of
background knowledge and experience. It is
essential that reserve packers stay current and up
to date. We are very current, with over 400 reserve
repacks every year. All are checked against over
900 safety notices that we hold on file.

Design Work

We can help design, build and test all types of
equipment, you have probably seen some of our

work without even realising it.

Canopy Artwork

We customise canopies with company Logos, any

type of sign writing that you would like.
Giant Display Flags
Impress your sponsors on every parachute display.

Wind Dlades

Wind blades for displays, an even better way to

keep your sponsors name in the lime light.

SKY SCIENCE LTD
The Royal British Legion Enterprise Units

Unit 1 Ordnance Road e Tidworth < Hampshire
Tel: 01980 844130 = Fax: 01980 844131

E-mail: sales@skyscience.co.uk
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Parachute Parts

Call for prices for all parts, Pilot Chutes,
Deployment Bags, Risers etc.

Rigging Work
We operate a full time Rigging Workshop to take
care of all your service and repair work.

Weekend Shop

Visit our shop at Netheravon Parachute Centre and
choose from our large stock of accessories.

Accidental Damage Guarantee

All Canopies and Containers sold automatically qualify
for our 12 month Guarantee.

Demo Rigs Available

Please call to check availability before visiting us
to try out our Demo Kit.

Used Equipment

We have a full colour stock list of used equipment.

Our new web site has a full
list of all accessories and you
can buy them online too!


mailto:sales@skyscience.co.uk

We are much more receptive to new
information and movement patterns when
relaxed and also move much more efficiently.
Consider a cat. Typically cats are considered
to be very relaxed animals. They can lie in
one spot for hours on end; yet, when they
hear something that interests or frightens
them, they move almost instantly. When
relaxed, muscles can react more quickly and
forcefully.

There is no need to draw a division between
the concepts of ‘ready’ and ‘relaxed’.
Relaxation is a state of being that varies
among individuals. Some people are wound
up tight all the time so that even when they
‘relax’, they are still a bundle of nerves.
Others are so relaxed to begin with that,
when they kick back, they fall asleep.

Sometimes when you try to relax, you end up
more tense because you are trying so hard

to loosen up. | equate relaxation with letting

go. When | let go of tension | feel it leave my
body. This release may be subtle, there may
be no visible change - but it can be felt. The
exact sensation is specific to each individual.
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How can breathing technique help
your flying? Simple; when people
get uptight it takes over their entire
body. | know that | am tense when |
feel myself holding

my breath.

Many people

concentrate *
their efforts
by doing the

same. But when
you exert yourself, holding
breath in merely blocks the
flow of oxygen to the lungs.
This is not a good thing. Your
blood pressure can rise
considerably, and an unnecessary
strain is placed upon the whole
body as a result. Try breathing from
the bottom of the chest. Relax
the muscles of the face,
head and neck. Let your
body work. By breathing
naturally you can relax and
get back to thinking about
flying rather than stressing out.

Breathing out hard
Another area where breathing
helps is with the extension. This is
the case in karate, where the
punch or kick is emphasised by a
shout. The act of forcing out the
breath contracts a great deal of
muscles inside the chest and the
trunk. From inside out, this serves
to stabilise the upper body and
trunk. It involves the muscles of the
whole body, not just the limbs.
Think of hitting a punching bag. If
you use only arm muscles, you
won't be able to apply much force
to the strike. If you use your whole
body with forceful exhalation, you
can move the bag around quite a
bit. Using this breathing technique,
you can add rhythm and power to
your flying, for example, fast
forward movement. By
concentrating on forceful exhalation
you will expel more carbon dioxide
out of your lungs and allow more
room for oxygen to power your
muscles and your brain.

For me it starts with my breathing, followed
by relaxing the muscles around the neck and
shoulders, then travels across my brow, and
the rest of my body follows. Slight changes in
parts of the body we are not always aware of
make a huge difference to the way we fly.






It's not just: the freefall you pay for,
it's the ride in the aircraft too. You
can check out the view, you can sit
there scared, or you can have some
fun. Mike Maguire and Jasmin
Richter were going to play footy
until the pilot pulled some negative
G. They were captured having a ball
by Dean O'Flaherty who is resident
photographer at Skydive Space
Centre, Titusville.

This is in the USA folks, we don't I a
condone this activity over here. | m w7 f —_—
We would like to remind readers 1

not to copy some of the activites | J
featured in Skydive Mag. We do

not recommend surfing on lakes,

landing in high heels or swooping under

small bridges. We warn that it is forbidden to

skydive with space balls, coconuts or pigeons Cdead or
otherwise). We caution you not to jump a 46 square foot
canopy and definitely advise against jumping into volcanoes.

The Ed

august 2000






£30 for a
reserve
repack?

You cannot be
Ik— serious! That’s
V v N extortionate!

v No, it's a
tv ~ pittance! Our
vV elast chance is in
the hands of our
reserve packer

) How are they

Vel chosen, why do
they do it, what
N, _do you have to

- do to qualify?

BPA Advanced Rigger Andrew Hilton answers these questions and more...

You don’t have to be a rigger to pack reserves, you can gain a BPA Advanced Packer's
rating. This allows you to assemble and pack reserves other than tandems. It does not
qualify you for stitching or repair work which must be done by a rigger.

Packing reserves is one of the greatest responsibilities in our sport. Other jumpers will trust
you with their lives. Literally. Are you prepared to take on that kind of responsibility? A
mistake could seriously injure or even Kill.

August 2000



Why Learn?

« Being able to put something'back into
the sport, your club or centre

* Gaining further knowledge and
understanding of equipment N
¢ Doing something worthwhile on bad
weather days and midweek.

But don't expect becoming a reserve
packer to make you a fortune. Though a
lot of time and effort goes into learning
how to pack reserves the financial
rewards are fairly minimal.

High Standards

If you intend becoming an Advanced
Packer, you will be expected to set and
follow very high standards of equipment
safety.

Inspection

The title '‘Advanced Packer' belies the
fact that, not only are you packing
reserves, you must inspect them as well.
To just repack a reserve without
inspecting it is both illegal and pointless.
Your job is to certify that, at the time of
packing, the parachute equipment is
airworthy. To do that you must examine
the system thoroughly; inside and out;
component by component; stitch by
stitch. Equipment problems could come
to light in two main ways:

¢ inspection on the ground or

¢ during equipment failure in the air.

As a jumper, which would you prefer? As
a packer, the answer is the same.

40 Skyd Ive

August 2000

Anyone who does not thoroughly
inspect a system during a repack is
seriously endangering the user of that
equipment. No-one is qualified or
justified in packing the system without a
thorough inspection - whether the
equipment is brand new or old; round or
square; big or small; expensive or
cheap; just deployed after a terminal
velocity mal or in for a routine repack.
Anyone is qualified to question their
Actions if you see a reserve being
packed and not inspected.

How Ao you qualify?
Stage one ~ your interest

and initial knowfogge in this area
Whilst you could go straight into stage

A

two (the teaching course), you
may then disco”r that you're
really not interested) packing
reserves after all. So, before you
spend all that money, get foM
know how reserves are packeaH
and see if you want to continue.

¢ Watch reserve packers at

work. Ask as many questions as

you dare. Although realise that

they may be justifiably reluctant

to talk whilst repacking so they

can concentrate. S

e Obtain documents from the BPA:

Reserve Packing Guide - to be
studied before your teaching course

Operations Manual - essential
reading to understand the regulations
that apply to the sport

Safety Notices and Safety
Information Bulletins & Safety Notice
Index - most importantly, these two
documents are a listing of all the safety
notices issued by the BPA; both advisory
and mandatory. Reserve packers must
be familiar with this information and
know how to apply it to any equipment
they are dealing with.

* Increase your equipment
knowledge. Are you completely familiar
with your own rig? With the 3-ring
release? Collapsible pilot chutes?
Reconnecting main canopies? Student
equipment at your centre? You can
never know too much about skydiving
equipment. This knowledge is both free
and beneficial to your skill set as a
reserve packer.

¢ Start to acquire the tools and
information you will need. My own
personal tool collection has cost several
hundred pounds, but has been built up
gradually (see photo). You will also need
stocks of certain materials to help you
do basic servicing. These include:
Cypres and main closing loop material;
Cypres silicone gel;
hand-tacking thread;
leg strap elastic keepers;
packing cards;

ygPA reserve inspection sheets and
more

ANJR gfjJtruild a comprehensive set
«AnNfflraanuals for containers
ANND o before and after
qualification you neeu to have access to
the respective manuals tor the canopy,
container and AAD during the repack.
You cannot pack the equipment without
these, so start collecting as soon aayou

miCJp

i | | 1

can. The best source i“he
manufacturer of the equipment. Some
manufacturers charge for theimianuals
whilst others don't. Some place

information on the Internet too, thenrc is
free. n

« Acquire a copy of the Riggers' bible
- The Parachute Manual by Dan
Poynter. There are two volumes with
such an enormous amount of equipment
information, you cannot afford to be
without them.



All photos courtesy
of Sunpath
by Bruno Brokken

Stage two - teaching course.

These are run by Rigger Examiners and Advanced Riggers and
last for four days. During this time you will get hands-on
experience of inspecting and packing reserves under supervision.
This is the time to learn from your mistakes. This is when you
realise that it can be a lot more difficult than it looks - even if you
think it looks difficult to start with!

You vail also be instructed in other aspects of reserve packing
including.
Annnnfecuging and assembly of parachute systems - to
enable you to put a system together from the raw components.
Agtibility - to show you why all canopies don't fit
in all containers and wiw this is important. This is more than a
case of sizing. Some systems aren't designed to accept round
reserves, and others can't accept squares, for example.
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Workshop

Februrary 15-19, 2001

This is a unique skydiving event which will
offer fifty enthusiastic skydivers the
chance to receive twenty discounted one-
on-one coaching jumps, utilizing Skydive
University coaches and the Basic Body
Flight Program™. The Search Il includes:

e Discounted Skydive U coaching

e Discounted wind tunnel time

e Huge prize drawings

e Packing demonstrations

e Demos on PD Canopies, Vectors,
Javelins and other equipment

e Seminars from leading skydiving
personalities

e Peak performance coaching by
psychologist Dr. John DeRosalia

We are looking for individuals who hold a
minimum of an 'A' License or equivalent and
want to become excellent skydivers.
Contact us today for an application form,
which includes the conditions of entry.

www.skydiveu.com

or

001 561 581 0100

Larsen & .
Brusgaarti

s\jy~renrt/GO
/1tn -jilsse

Skydive University « 400 W Airport Drive
Sebastian, FL 32958 « USA
tel +561 581 0100 » fax +561 581 0101
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* Basic equipment design and
construction criteria; equipment
inspection techniques; inspection and
installation of AAD's and RSL'’s - to help
you identify problems with equipment
during your inspection of a system.

» How to utilise information in the Safety
Notices File and Index.

» BPA rules and regulations - which
parts of the BPA Operations manual
affect your work.

» Packing tool control - which tools help
you pack a reserve, and why you should
keep track of them during the repack.
Some tools will prevent a reserve from
opening if left in during the repack, so it
is critical that you know where your tools
are at all times. This should explain why
your rigger won't lend you any of his
tools or even his pull-up cord.

* Documentation - how to keep the
paperwork in order.

The four day course should cost several
hundred pounds, though actual prices
will vary. The price reflects the expert
skills that the course instructors are
passing on to you. It may seem a lot of
money, but once you are qualified you
can recoup these costs during your initial
repacks.

Stage three - gain experience.
During this time you must be supervised
by at least an Advanced Packer who will
sign off all the work you do. During this
stage, it would be an idea to seek out
anyone temporarily not jumping and beg
for the use of their equipment to practice
on. Locate equipment whose owners are
not in a hurry to get it back in the air
(perhaps the owner does not need it for
three or four weeks) and practice,
practice, practice!

Make sure you do as many real repacks
as you can as well, and get a feel for the
responsibility Aim to pack a wide variety
of equipment. This stage should last for
at least three months and, the more time
you spend and the more experience that
you gain, the better. You will need to
pack 30-40 reserves for real to acquire
the minimum knowledge for the exam

Stage four - attend exam course.
You will have to demonstrate that you
know enough to be able, and have the
right attitude to be trusted, to pack
reserves on your own. This course will
last at least two days and be run by an
Advanced Rigger or Rigger Examiner.
The final exam consists of four reserve
repacks with a variety of equipment, plus
a written test. The exams are not

Photos show stages in packing a reserve, all on this page by Andrew Hilton

A compete riggers tool kit like Andrew Hilton's above will cost a considerable
amount. But this is all part of dong a professional job and. once established, your
packing tools and manuals will last forever

designed to trip you up but, if you are not
confident or capable to pack reserves,
you will not pass.

Conclusion

. . There is a lot more than meets the eye
After Qua“fylng to packing reserves, so | hope you
You must keep up to date with the ever- understand why your repack costs 'so
changing world of skydiving equipment. much'. If you are interested in becoming
You will need to prove your currency a reserve packer, contact your local
each year to have your rating renewed. It  reserve packer and the BPA to find out
is not a good idea to get out of practice when the next courses are, also see
with the fine art of packing reserves. diary on inside back cover
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AMERICAN £ BRITISH RIGGING
Full Service Gear Shop and Rigging Loft

SKYDIVE AMERICA PALM BEACH, FL.

TEL 001 (561) 924 7099

FAX 0O 0 1 (561)924 7 0 1 9
Email: sales@parachuterigging.com

| CANOPIES s CONTAINERS }  ALTIMETERS .

ICARUS MIRAGE G3 ALTIMASTER 3
PRECISION VECTOR 3 PRO DYTTER
PD JAVELIN PRO TRACK
AERODYNE RACER TIME OUT
RIGGING 1 JUMPSUITS +  ACCESSORIES

WHEN YOU BUY A NEW FULL RIG PACKAGE (
CONTAINS:- MAIN CANOPY\ RESERVE AND CYPRES

Free insured shipping from Florida to the UK,
Europe or anywhere in the USA

Email us on: Kig 0 irig 'COin

acHNMte
1leS@ par

FAA Master Parachute Rigger Andy McCormack
South Florida's Full Service Gear Shop £r Rigging Loft
Harness, ContainerCanopy Repairs £r Custom Projects

No extra Charge on Credit Cards

For all repairs please call or e-mail ahead, we can have the parts waiting
when you arrive to minimise your downtime

‘CYPRES BATTERIES £r CYPRES CUTTERS IN STOCKJ

4 skydive
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$499 3 Days unlimited jumps/2 nights

S165rDav Pass 1 night@Bunkhouse

Reservations Required/
Limited Slots

* welcomed
Mhe Best Vibes in the World.

NEW! Bunktfouses, Kitchenp,

‘w*am fflTrci

OLAV ZIPSER’S FIRST SCHOOL
OF MODERN SKYFLYING
Florida’s ONLY Campus



Airlocks are back.!

with a ...

The First in a Series of
Airlocked Canopies by

Performance Designs

Skydiving Canopies by Performance Designs
1300 E Int'l Speedway Blvd. « DelLand, Florida 32724
904-738-2224 + fax 904-738-8297 « www.performancedesigns.com
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Hard Cutaways
We have covered
this topic before
but, instead of
blaming a poorly
designed soft
housing system,
another cause can
be severe twists
which twist the riser
and trap the
cutaway cable in its
soft housings.

Conclusions
Anyone with a high
performance or a
highly loaded canopy
is at risk here as
violent twists are
getting more common
all the time. Give
some thought to the
preventative methods
available from the
manufacturers.

Recommendations
Ifyou believe you
could be at risk ask a
rigger to fix the hard
housing kits supplied
by the manufacturers.
Prevention is better
than having a
problem!

See also Food for
Thought in Kit News,
page 50.

Poor Maintenance
A rigger was given a
rig for a reserve
repack and, on
deployment, the
reserve pilot chute
did not leave the
container,
suggesting the
outcome could have
been a total on the
reserve.

Conclusions

After investigation the
main cause was the
plastic stiffeners on
the resen/e flaps had
deformed so much
with use that they
caused a very strong
cun/e on each side,
locking the pilot chute
under tension of the
spring.

Recommendations
Ail riggers and reserve
packers should be
looking for these
faults. This should
have been picked up
before it became a
problem. Always
remember that a
reserve deployment is
somebody’s last
chance and any
deviation from the
initial design is not
acceptable.

Leg Strap Adjusters

During a normal reserve

and repack the rigger
noticed that one of the
leg strap adjusters was
installed incorrectly. The

problem caused was that

the leg straps could slip
during deployment and
normal movement.

Conclusions

This rig had gone
through many repacks
so the problem should
have been picked up.
The owner had also
complained in the past
about the slipping
buckle. This is not the
first time this has
happened and it will not
be the last as this
problem seems to recur
every few years.

Recommendations
The initial inspection

when the rig was put into

service is one when all
these faults are looked
for. So the first
inspection and repack
should be especially
thorough as riggers are

looking for manufacturing

errors. If this is the first

time you have packed a

particular rig, then treat

as if it's the first time the

rig has been put into
service, so look for
possible manufacturing
faults.

TIP OF THE MONTH
Take Responsibility

Many jumpers leave the maintenance of their rig entirely to the rigger
at every six month repack. It is YOUR lifesaver, learn to cherish it:

Give your kit a once-over routine check every morning you jump
Don’t delay in having any potential problems fixed
Ask a rigger about anything you are unsure of

8 woo AR
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by Allan Hewitt

Old Pilot Chute

A jumper deployed
the throwaway pilot
chute and ended up
in a pilot-chute-in-
tow situation. The
jumper initiated
reserve procedures
and landed safely
under the reserve.

Conclusions

The pilot chute had
insufficient lift to pull
the bag out of the
container and was
well past its ‘sell-by’
date. In other words it
looked and felt very
old and did not
perform when
required.

Recommendations
Buy a new pilot chute
before you really
need it. Without a
good start on your
deployment system,
all sorts of problems
can occur. Some
manufacturers
recommend 100
jumps per pilot chute;
we all know they last
longer, so the
decision is yours. Ifin
any doubt, change it
as soon as possible.

lllegal Repacks
During a reserve

inspection and repack, a

rigger noticed that the

last inspection checklist

was done by him and
that the rig had no

Cypres in it at that time.

However the rig

definitely had a Cypres

installed, dated one
month previous. The

reserve packing card had
been altered below the

line that he completed

with the words ‘Cypres

fitted, no new repack’.

Conclusions

The owner said he bought
the Cypres while abroad
and the local rigger fitted it.
It is illegal to tamper with
anyone’s reserve repack;
therefore if a reserve has
been opened, then it must
have a complete repack.

Recommendations
Never tamper with a
reserve deployment
system if it's not your

reserve repack from start
to finish. When checking
documents, ensure that the
paperwork matches the rig

installation.

------- wWE

If you have any safety related

°ccurrences to report

IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE

write to:

Confidential Report
Allan Hewitt
Sky Science, Unit 1

he RBL Enterprise Units
Ordnance Road, Tidworth

Hants
. SP97QD
allan@slaiBcience.co.uk

idents

INCI
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Be careful out there



AAD's - Mandatory or Choice?

Last year | moved to Salisbury, all was kushti
until, after eight jumps at Netheravon, |was
rejected for not having an AAD. As a FAI B
licence holder, with IC1 and 120 jumps | had
not experienced this before. To add insult to
injury, | had to suffer an arrogant lecture about
how much my life is worth - as if someone in
their late thirties hadn't considered that maybe
skydiving could be dangerous! In a mass drop
situation, AAD's probably do have a place but |
think it should be the individual that makes this
choice.

This year, | rang Netheravon again and was
told FAI B was okay and it was my decision -
great! After one jump | was told that to jump
without an AAD, you must have FAI B, BPA
IC1 and one other grade 1- but that I could
hire their kit if 1 wanted!

Unless Ican find another DZ that does not
insist on AAD's at my level, | may not carry on.
In summary, | have spent £1,500 on AFF,
travel and accommodation, £3,500 on kit

dm r skydive..
British Women's Record Attempt

So, the weather was bad for four days in
June/July... can't do anything about that,
except admire the spirit and camaraderie of an
absolutely wonderful group of the nicest
people | have ever had the honour to host on a
DZ. The girls were terrific, staying positive
throughout, and not complaining once. | hope
the party did something to make up for the
disappointment. We look forward to you
returning in August, with a promise of warm
sunny conditions, (huh? - Ed)

David Turner
bpslangar@aol.com

ORIGINAL LI2ARV

Performance Clothing

FREEFLY
Trousers

custom Polartec fleece headgear
and jackets also available

For more details contact IAN CHAPMAN
Tel/Fax +44 (0) 1482 635483

and Suits

Cypres. Difficult to justify, especially for a
jumper who jumps alone 99% of the time.

Is it possible to publish a chart of local rules at
UK DZ’s? I'msure that 'm not the only would-
be jumper in this trap. 1 am very frustrated that
a sport | love is being placed out of my reach.

Steve Leighton
stevemleighton@netscapeonline.co.uk

In response:

Student status at Netheravon used to be B
Certificate (50 descents & at least 1C grade 1).
At the APA STC meeting in February 2000, it
was changed to add one other grade 1 It was
felt by the APA STC thatjust B Licence was
not quite enough experience tojump without
an AAD. This is an APA STC decision,
primarily to look after the increasing number of
AFF graduates that still have very little real
experience. It's the CCl's decision and if he
decides that AAD's are to be worn then the
APA will support him.

Gwyn Burton
Netheravon Staff

dean kydive..
Correction!

My advertisement in the last Mag implied
that Icarus Canopies, and Precision
Aerodynamics are the choice of Olav
Zipser's First School of Modern Skyflying.
The statement was a designer’s error and
should not have used Olav's name. Olav
Zipser only uses Performance Designs
parachutes. Our apologies.

Andy McCormack, A & B Rigging
andy @parachuterigging.com

Kev Waterhouse

dm r skydive...

Response to 16-way editorial

In the 80’s and early 90’s, most people

were jumping small aircraft. So, when

places ran a 16-way meet, people came to
jump the big aircraft. Now big planes are

the norm, so jumpers do larger skydives all
the time. AFF has introduced a new breed

of jumper who hasn’t sat on a drop zone all
winter waiting to do one jump. With the advent
of cheap airfares, this new jumper goes abroad
to do 40 jumps in a week. Why should they
travel to a different DZ in the UK? They are
happy at their home DZ and can go overseas
to do the bigger stuff. So the number of people
who want to do 16-way meets is getting
smaller. In addition, new disciplines such as
freeflying are polarising jumpers to other
extremes.

In about ‘96, the standard had been static for
several years. We had big aircraft but people
weren’t using them. We couldn’t practice for the
competitions because we had no idea what to
expect. Speaking to Rob, Darryl and George,
we created a pool for 16-way, to encourage
people, this was prior to IPC sanctioning 16-
way, see June ‘96 mag. | spent many hours
trying not to have ‘samey’ pieces with people
sitting still, plus we included a few challenging
pieces. In my opinion, when IPC published
their dive pool a year later, they missed these
key issues of fun and challenge.

In ‘97, Rob showed me the French pool which
had a huge number of formations. Perhaps this
is the direction we should go - a huge
collection of different 16-way blocks and
randoms; people with imagination can add to it
Teams could not practice the whole pool (too
big) but they could train as a team. Perhaps
this would bring back that 'seat of the pants'
flying you talk about.

Richard Hamblen
rhamblen @microsoft.com

You raise some interesting points but I stand by
what I said last issue - bin the pool and let’s
just enjoy 16-way as a fun event - Ed

STOP FRESS - Sad News

The Red Devils hates to announce the sod loss of one of its ex-members. Sargeant Kevin Waterhouse

died on 24 July 2000. Kev was one of the nicest and most genuine blokes you could ever wish to meet.

He will be greatly missed, not only by the Red Devils but the whole parachuting community. Our

Nigel Thomas

and family.

Email: Chappy@ original-lizard.com

Website: www.original-lizard.com

condolences go to Sue his partner and Ben and Josh, his two lads. We will remember him.

Roy Cherters

It is with great sadness that we report the untimely death of Nigel Thomas on Friday 21 July 2000.
‘Not scared Nigel' came into the sport two years ago and has been a familiar figure at Headcorn ever

since. We are all very saddened by his death and would like to pass on our condolences to his wife Vicki

Cdlin May

Full obituaries will be published in the next issue.

letters
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Food for Thought

Have you ever looked at student harnesses
and wondered why they have the larger of
the two available sizes of 3-ring systems?

Because the larger ring set has a four to one
mechanical advantage over the smaller set and is
therefore much easier to pull, you perhaps concluded
that an inexperienced student is going to be physically
weaker than an experienced jumper. But then you
may have looked around and seen some pretty hefty
students on the zone and some pretty scrawny
experienced jumpers. Also,because you know that
wing loading has an appreciable effect on the
pressure exerted on the cutaway cables, and because
student canopies are relatively large, then you may
rightly conclude that there will be less load exerted
through the risers of a student system than through
those of an experienced system given the same
suspended weight. In addition to this you are aware
that when a large docile student canopy malfunctions
it does so in a relatively stable manner, whereas when
a small highly wing-loaded zero-P semi-elliptical
malfunctions it usually spins like a thing possessed,
often generating a couple of extra Gs through the
risers and 3-ring system,increasing the pull-force
required to cut away.

So you’'re left in a bit of a quandary! Why are all
experienced rigs that are generally heavily wing-
loaded fitted with the small ring set? There must be
some sensible reason. Why would all these
knowledgeable, safety conscious experts produce and
jump a system which appears to be the inferior choice
from what's available.

Well, there is NO sensible reason. Surprise,
surprise, the only reason is... fashion. Hard to believe
but true. Safety is compromised by a spurious fashion
statement. We would prefer to risk the potential of a
very difficult cutaway (as happens regularly
somewhere in the world) than wear large 3-rings.

A major manufacturer has recently released the latest
version of their popular rig with the large ring option
removed! This is a mini rig which only accepts very
small ZP canopies - the very canopies that create
heavy cutaway loads during malfunctions! Yet we are
not even offered the sensible choice of a large ring set
for this system.

My small 120/120 rig has had a large ring set for two
years no and you know what? Nobody has noticed,
nobody has refused me a slot because of my
unfashionable 3-rings, no one has laughed at my rig
as | walk to the aircraft.

We need to have a very serious look at ourselves, and
not bury our heads in the sand. If more experienced
jumpers changed to large ring sets on their small
funky rigs, within a short time this pseudo fashion will
disappear. Don't get me wrong, fashion is great, it
adds colour and style to sports today but, surely when
it compromises safety, something is definitely wrong.

Rob Colpus

B skydivf
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by Rob Colpus

The year 2000 has so far been a record year for harness / container
service bulletins and safety notices. Now one from Altico of Florida relating
to their Dolphin system has joined the list.

Apparently a stiffener with pointy corners is able and willing to wear it's
evil little way through the fabric of the underside of the Dolphin’s main flap
and grab hold of any passing main suspension line it can get its hands on.
One such incident in fact took place in December last year with the
reserve fortunately managing to deploy passed the hung-up main. In
January this year Altico changed the design of their top flap, but existing
Dolphins should be modded according to their service bulletin ASB
060700 which, in a nutshell, involves the sewing of a length of nylon tape
over the rogue stiffener.

Altico have offered to update older rigs for $30 plus return shipping. Bet
the guy in December was pleased to pay up |

Altico - 001 352 523 0052
www.altico.com

X Jacket

Yet another nice little camera
trinket has been created by
Sky Systems of Factory Diver
fame. Called the X Jacket, this
light weight, sleek profile, clam
shell box is designed for the
Sony PC-100 camera and may
be attached both upside down
and right side up, upon the left,
right or top of almost any
model of helmet.

Skysystems - 001 303 779 9042
www.skysystemsltd.com
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Since Precision teamed up with NZ
Airsports to form Icarus Canopies
Inc, they've had a self confessed gap
in their main canopy range. At the
very cutting edge they've competed
strongly with their Extreme FX and
VX cross braced tri-cells, and at the
beginner to medium performance end
with their mildly elliptical Satire which
competes well with the Sabres,
Silhouettes and Merits of this world.
But up till now they've had nothing to
compete with the Stiletto, Vengeance
or Springo type high performance
ellipticals. This is no longer the case
say Icarus. With the release of their
much awaited Crossfire, they expect
to take the Stiletto market by storm.
The Crossfire is what Icarus call a
‘heavily shaped, truly elliptical ZP
without air-locks or cross bracing’.
The design has elliptical shaping in
both the leading and trailing edges.
The cells vary in width across the
canopy, maintaining a constant cell
aspect ratio in order to control
distortion, and drooped wingtips are
incorporated to minimise wingtip
drag. Icarus claim that the nose is
‘partially formed’ to give the canopy a
more efficient leading edge (much

79PDmII10 THM

IinN th< Crossfire

like an aircraft’'s wing) They go on to
claim that their new nose design also
assists in controlling the openings
because the structure of the nose
diagonally supports the non-loaded
ribs during flight creating further
rigidity at the leading edge and
reducing distortion during the flare.

Icarus make a pretty emphatic claim
when they say they ‘have almost
completely eliminated the tendency
for HP elliptical canopies to dive off
to the right or left during deployment’.
They say that ‘the Crossfire openings
are among the most consistent and
comfortable, stress-free openings
available’ (Where have | heard that
before?) without losing the snappy
turns and powerful turf-surf and flare
we've come to expect.

As with all Icarus canopies the
Crossfire is available in any size you
choose, but they recommend wing
loading of 1.00 to 2.00 pounds per sq
foot Crossfire prices are closer to
PD’s Vengeance than to the slightly
cheaper Stiletto.

Nnews

lat

NASA once spent thousands of dollars developing a pen for
their astronauts to write in

zero gravity... the Russians

solved the same problem -

they used a pencil.

Giles Fabris has solved

another long time problem

with equal simplicity. The

problem of telling whether

your camera is in fact running or not before exit has spawned
technological solutions such as LED’s set into goggles, ring-
sights and fibre optic cables running from camera to eye. Or
the more basic and frustrating practice of having to ask other
jumpers to check the camera’s running for you on jump-run.
Giles has dumped all this for a tiny piece of mirror (half a
fingernail size) stuck with super glue onto the middle of his
wrist-mount alti, then he simply holds it up to see the reflection
of his camera-on light - simple, cheap, reliable.

Send Giles a quid or even an old 50p coin (for the showers at
Sibson) and I'm sure he’ll make you one.

gilesfabris@pocketmail.com

Wings & Things
Birdman International, makers of large wing horizontal
swoop suits, have recently released onto the market
the latest model of their Birdman suit. Called the
Birdman GTi, the new suit's arm wings are larger and
the leg wings longer and narrower than their original
(classic) design which we reported on in Kit News
sometime last century. The GTi wings

reportedly give the suit more lift and a

faster horizontal speed, but apparently

make the suit less stable, and are

therefore recommended for

the experienced wing-suit

flyer only. Recent

improvements to both

models include double

zippers, a lighter, more

breathable fabric on the

body of the suit, a

reinforced bum area, sturdier

booties and more colour options

The GTi retails at around £500.

Birdman
-001 386 4134 4073
www.bird-man.com
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Avm

SPECIAL

L-410 TURBOLET CHARTER
Aircraft with experienced international crews from central
Europe

ANTONOV AN-2 GIANT BIPLANE
2 aircraft available from Avia Special the UK’s most
experienced AN-2 operators

LARGER AIRCRAFT ON REQUEST

AVIA SPECIAL LTD

Contact: James Black or Hayley Cook
Tel 01707 262 774 or Fax 01707 251 405
Email: Aviaspecial@btinternet.com

4d ALEXANDRA ROAD COWES ISLE OF WIGHT P031 7JT
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Fast, reliable and friendly advice for sky diving,
AIR/ACTIVITY SPORTS AND DOMESTIC INSURANCE NEEDS.

- Capital sum inthe event of death, loss of limb/eye (or use thereof) or total disablement

- Weekly benefit up to a maximum of 104 weeks (excl. first 14 days) so long as doctor certifies
totally unable to follow normal occupation

- 10% No Claims Bonus on renewal.

- Activity sports equipment worldwide.

- Personal baggage for travel insurance (excludes kit whilst out of UK).

- Medical expenses covering medical or surgical treatment following sky diving, air/activity
accident

- Air transport for repatriation, including medical attendants for seriously ill or injured insured
person.

- Costs of recovery to hospital following a parachuting accident

- Buildings/content insurance =Car insurance.
Can you afford to be without it?
Contact Yvonne Jukes Tel/Fax: 01963 Z9&4&0 (24 hours)

Life, Mortgage Protection, Etc..

TFoyc
/\ f ATLANTIQUE

SUMMER SKYDIVING IN FRANCE

GREAT WEATHER, BEAUTIFUL BEACHES (SURFING), FANTASTIC HOLIDAY
VENUE AND IDEAL FOR FAMILIESTOO!

LARGE AIRCRAFT (CASA) AND PORTERS ON LINE

AFF, BBQ'S, FREE-FLY, FS, FUN, LOAD ORGANISING
ONE-ON-ONE, PARTY'S, RAPS, RAPS
PROGRESSION,TANDEM,TEAM TRAINING AND
SUN TANS ARE ALL HERE FOR YOU!

Chris Lynch ex-Sebastian XL and Dolphin ‘73 is here for
specialist Team and Free-fly coaching all Summer

*ATTENTION ALL STUDENTS!HII*

FAST PROGRESSION AND FUN AWAITS ALL RAPS AND AFF STUDENTS

AFF COURSE INCLUDES RETURN TRAVEL FROM £995!

RAPS PROGRESSION WEEKS: Full Course, 10 jumps & travel £445
Ten RAPS jumps and return travel only £360! WOW!!!!

RETURN TRAVELTO ROYAN FROM ONLY £1 10!

Camping with good lodgement/self catering and local hotels available.
Other attractions include the best wine & cognac regions in the World,
nice beaches and an average temperature of 30c!

Starting soon long weekend RAPS & Tandem courses inclusive of return
* travel from £,

*OUR STUDENTS AVERAGE 27 JUMPS A WEEK!**
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For all your rigging needs

Repairs, alterations, re-packs and
conversions

Tandem Equipment a speciality
Advanced Rigger, 30+ years in the sport

5 mins from M6 Junction 32
01772 720848
Email Pringy@compuserve.com

We have a Cessna 1s2
which can carry four

parachutists for hire
THE RATES ARE £155 + VAT PERTACHO HOUR WITH PILOT

(we have a contact who is experienced in this work that we could
put you in touch with) or £120 +VAT per tacho hour dry

Also Aerial Advertising from as little as £320 per hour
(Banner construction from £70 extra.) We operate throughout the

UK seven days a week. Positioning charge where applicable.
For details on Aerial Photography and surveys please contact

Sky Ads - Netherthorpe Airfield, Thorpe Salvin, Worksop
Tel: 01909 482981 < Fax :01909 482981 « Mobile 0589 883906

j
T

7 INTERNATIONAL SKYDIVING SCHOOL

FULL TIVE BRITISH RUN SCHOOL CPERATING IN
FRANCE (MAY-OCTOBER) AND HLORIDA (OCT-IVIAY)

FULL COURSE AND TRAVEL PACKAGES ARRANGED
e CONTINUTYWTH TOP BRITISH INSTRUCTORS
 BRITISH LICENSES AND SUPPORT ON YYOUR RETURN
e FREEMDEO ON INSTRUCTIONAL JUVPS
e 21 YEARS EXFPERIBENCE

BRPAASSOOATED
« VMND TUNNEL TRAINING IN FLORIDA

li& K 8&(LI]

SAVE ££££'S. ORDER HERE AND PICK-UP
STATES SIDE

GOING SOMEWHERE? greattravel bargains
FOR SKYDIVERS GOING EVERYWHERE. CALL FOR QUOTES

CONTACT US ON 01322 S57375/550990 GSM 0802 472566
E-mail skydive@ air-waves.co.uk
Web site www.air-waves.co.uk


mailto:Aviaspecial@btinternet.com
mailto:Pringy@compuserve.com
mailto:skydive@air-waves.co.uk
http://www.air-waves.co.uk

MISCELLANEOUS

VIDEOS. Sale of skydiving VHS videos, while

stocks last. 'Dead Mens Tales' (Epic
Lane, Old Sodbury, Bristol BS37 6NE.
(08/53) (T)

KIT FOR SALE

COMPLETE rig, Fury, Micro Raven reserve
Cypres (30 jumps), Racer container 300
jumps with kit bag £1100. Contact 01980
671507.(08/15)

COMPLETE rig. Main Heatwave 190,
reserve Tempo 210 - Naro container. Main -
57 jumps. 2 jumpsuits, altimeter and Dytter.
Frap hat, two parabags. £1575. Excellent
condition. Contact Craig 01206 304065.
Email: cathy-dayton@Ilancasterplc.com
(08/14)

FREE Cypres when you buy my 2 pin
Teardrop PD170 (110 jumps) Mayday 7
reserve (un-used) for just £1450 ono. New
risers included. Call Sarah 07971 606430.
sarahbrigden@hotmail.com (08/01)

VECTOR Il (small harness groovy
green/pink), Sabre 150, only 100 |umps,
Hobbit reserve (unused and recently

repacked) £1100. Free delivery to nearest
railway station! Contact Sam: 01582 768505
(evenings), sam.cook@bbsrc.ac.uk
(anytime!) (08/14)
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KIT FOR SALE

TEARDROP one-pin classic, medium/small
harness, hip rings, walrus teeth, BOC black
and purple originally built for 170/150,150
jumps on container BT50, main Micro 150,
reserve, rigger maintained, very clean.
£1000 01484 650674 or 0370 837707.
(08/12)

COMPLETE rig, 2 pin Teardrop, small
harness BOC, Merit 170 main, PD reserve,
new RSL and D-Bag. Excellent condition
£650 ono. Tel Tim 07932 720979. Email:
houshell@hotmail.com (08/11)

COMPLETE kit, Javelin with Cypres, Sabre
135 main, PD126 reserve (unused),
immaculate, only 40 jumps, free kit bag
£1700 ono. Tony sit suit, Symbiosis ium|
suit, £30 each. For details call Paul
83!1>008/01923 466688. (08/08)

WHITE Predator 190, Vulcan container,
navy with red piping. Micron 175 reserve.
Leg throwaway, 24 Jumps. Bag, mat, wrist
altimeter and Dytter. Main sign-written
hence £750 the lot. Michael Reddy
01926 409452, 07957 422568.
mreddy@netcomuk.co.uk (08/04)

9 CELL Manta canopy, magenta, blue and
grey. 30 jumps, ideal for the big, bold or
bald jumper: £500. Also complete kit for
sale, chaser with Contact main, 26' Phantom
reserve, good condition £250 ono. Tel:
01432 359446.(08/02)
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PAYMENT
£15.00 perissue (private),

£20.00 (trade) inclofVAT.

Please indicate the numbers ofissues required Pi

Cheques should be made payable to W arners Group Publications Pic,

or fill in yourcredit/switch card numberbelow.
[u} [u} o o
Visa Mastercard/ Switch Cheque
Access ExPiry Date

TYPE OF ENTRY REQUIRETD please tick
O Kitfor Sale
O Miscellaneous
M axim um 36 W ords
Signed: Date

0O N c oM PLETION SEND ENTRY TO:

Sam Alexander, Classified Advertisement Department. Skvdive Mag

Warners Group Publications, The Makings, West Street, Bourne, Lincs.

Name/Address (not for publication)
M

ADDRESS

DAYTIME TEL. NO.

Closing date torthe O ctoberissue -

PE10 9PH

BLOCK CAPITALS

Wednesday 2()th September 20(H)

COMPLETE system Chaser, Maverick,
Phantom 24, BOC collapsible PC, 370 jumps,
reserve in date, smart rig plus spares £325
ono. Falcon 215 9 cell, canopy only, vgc,
offers. For more details tel 01204 657409
(Bolton). (08/14)

JONATHON 150 New Lines, Phantom 145
square reserve, 1 Pin Teardrop £750. 0191
483 2598.(08/13)

COMPLETE kit £595, only 83 jumps,
mothballed last few years, PD170, Racer,
unused round reserve, bag, Altimaster I,
weight belt, helmet. Richara 01224 242342
work or rmathieson@kmg.com (08/10)

MIRAGE G3/PD126R/Icarus Safire 129
Cypres £2200 ono. Teardrop Cricket 130
Stilleto 135 Cypres, £950. Velocity Il (New)
only 20 jumps £950. FH Tel Dave 01792
521861 or email dlhowerski@aol.com
(08/09)

COMPLETE rig, Vector container PD210
main, 62 jumps only! Rascal reserve, BOC,
Cypres ready. Reserve repack in date.
Moving must force quick sale. Immaculate
condition £1000 ono. For an excellent
bargain contact Dave 01424 845017
(Sussex). (08/07)

SEXY little minx for sale, Javelin J1 PD170
only 62 jumps. PD150 never used. Cypres,
container black with yellow and purple,
Canopy blue and pink. £2000 ono. Call me
01792 843167 (evenings) 07790 458690
(anytime). (08/06)

ABSOLUTE bargain! Reflex BOC, Viper 150
(80 jumps), Tempo 150 reserve (unused).
Two jumpsuits, kitbag, alti, helmet, Timeout
etc. Everything mint condition £1500 for
everything! Tel John 01274 305165 (home)
or 07989 431302 (mobile). (08/05)

NOE FIRADERIISNG
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
These ate listed on the reverse of every advertising
acknowledgement, or ore available from Wamers Group
Publications pic. In addition the following supplementary
conditions apply:
FOR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ONIY:

Every effort is mode to comply with the advertiser's
wishes, but Skydive reserves the right to alter copy if
necessary.

FOR ALL ADVERTISING
In the event of advertisers foiling to pay by the due
date, Wamers Group Publications reserves the right to
pass on any legal and any other associated debt
Tecovery costs.

NOTES TO BUYERS AND SHLERS
Attention is drown to the Business Advertisement
Disclosure Order 1977, which stipulates that trade
advertisers must indicate that they ore selling goods or
senvices in the course of carying on their business. It is
the traders responsibility to comply with this order ond
ony trader not doing so runs the risk of prosecution.
Trader's, indicate your status when you send your copy
and we will odd T to the end of the advertisement
number accordingly.

No responsibility is accepted for any negotiations which may result from these advertisements.
The publishers reserve the right to refuse or withdraw any advertisement without giving a reason. No liability can be accepted by the

Readers should take care before making payments, or parting with goods, to advertisers or persons replying to advertisements as no
liability can be accepted by the publishers for any resulting loss or dissatisfaction.
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A Tribwfe

Tim was simply the best brother and friend that anyone could
have wished for. | am very privileged as we shared many

Dodd well, as Jon would come out with us
on the balloon to jump and accompanied
us on several overseas meets; 240

activities so | spent a lot of time with him over the last 15 years. If
you needed a hand with anything, Tim was your man. He was
incredibly generous with his time, a rare quality these days.

As an experienced DJ, he did events for Capital Radio and many
for the JSPC at Netheravon. Until last year he ran his own
business selling sound and lights to the entertainment trade; he
sold this to pursue other interests. Through running this business
in Farnborough, he became more actively involved with
parachuting through the Red Devils who practiced on Queen’s
Avenue in Aldershot. This was where Tim did his first jump for
charity in ‘79.

Tim ran his own fireworks display company. He was a skier, a
bungee jumper,,a sub-aqua diver and a water-skier who owned a
boat. He also had his own balloon which he had been learning to
fly. Skydiving, ballooning and water-skiing operate in the same
sort of weather; blue skies and sun, of which we don’t get much
in the UK. So Tim had to decide which was his first love and he
chose skydiving. | too started jumping and Tim was the best
spotter and companion | could ever have wanted.

Tim spent many years as a loyal and dependable crew member

for the Concorde hot.air balloon and for a champagne balloon
ride company. It was through ballooning that he got to know Jon

his brother Nick, Tony Brown& Jon Dodd

miles inside the Arctic Circle in
Norway; the Austrian Alps; Antigua;
Barbados; California and the Swiss
Alps. If Tim couldn’t jump he was
equally happy assisting with the
balloon.

Jon was a mentor for Tim when it
came to skydiving. Jon always
looked out for Tim and said to him
that there would be a place for
him on his display team, so

as he reached the required

level, which he did. Ironically, it
was this that took his life. But

he loved to parachute, he

loved displays and it has been

of some consolation to us that

he died with a smile on his face
and did not suffer.

Tim also jumped with

Dyer’s team, The Thunderbirds,
and was almost as happy
commentating as he was
jumping. Tim was always at

his best entertaining, helping
people or doing something a
little bit more extreme than
most. He touched many
thousands of lives, through

his discos, firework shows,
compering fashion &

beauty shows and his
parachute display
commentaries. Tim was always
busy. He worked hard, played
hard and packed a lot into his 38
years. He had a great sense of
humour with a joke for every
occasion.



Tim, about to jump from the Concorde balloon,
piloted by Tony Brown, 12,000ft over the Austrian Alps
Both balloon photos by Tony Brown

Tim was not married and had no children, he did not have time 0)
for this! He leaves behind his parents, Alan and Sheila, his older n
brothers, Simon and Paul, and his younger brother, me. He also

left many friends; around 300 turned up to his funeral, all

shocked and deeply upset. This, together with the many

wonderful tributes paid to him, are indicative of the level of

respect people had for him. This has been a comfort for our

family. We would like to thank his many friends in the

parachuting world for their offers of help, messages of support

and the tributes paid.

Tim was not a risk taker - that was always my ‘crown’, and |
always thought that | would be the one to go in an accident if
any of us did. Tim was the consumate professional; meticulous
in preparation, for example, he always side-packed his canopy
as he didn’t want to chance a malfunction. He never had one!
He looked after his kit better than anyone | know; he understood
the mechanics of the equipment and the risks he took. This is
why it is so hard to come to terms with what has happened. He
has left a very big hole in our lives.

The tragic irony is that, when Iwas 3 or 4 years old, Tim saved

me from drowning in a swimming pool. At that age, you can't
remember very much but | have vivid recollections of that

incident. Tim is irreplaceable. When he was away and things
were not going smoothly for me, he would joke “You can't
manage without me!” He was right. Quite simply | would
have done anything to save his life - but | couldn’t. At

least he is now in peace to enjoy that eternal skydive

and blue skies forever.

Nick Bettin

Tim’s younger brother

“l had a lot of respect for Tim and
considered him to be a good
friend. Tim was one of the
nicest people | have ever
met and always had a
bright outlook on life. He
was one of those rare breeds
who had time for everyone.

‘He looked forward to the many
trips abroad both parachuting and
ballooning and loved the
experiences. Tim’s canopy control
was of a very high standard and |
have never seen Tim have a bad
landing, he was always on target. On the
day he died, he did land badly but should have
been able to get up and learn from his
experience, like most of us have done in the
past. For some people, life is so unfair and this
should never have happened to Tim.

The church was packed with standing room only
as hundreds of Tim’s friends turned up to say
goodbye. He was a very genuine person, he was
very close to his family and they are naturally

V  heartbroken. Our condolences to Tim’s family. He
{ I will be missed a great deal.

“We are planning a tribute to Tim through an event to
support his favourite charity; it will run in a way he
would have enjoyed. Parachute courses, tandems,
balloon jumps for experienced jumpers, a barbecue with

DJ and a firework display. It will be a weekend he would
be proud of and a good party to say a final farewell.”

Allan Hewitt
allan@skyscience.co.uk

skydive 5

August 2000


mailto:allan@skyscience.co.uk

JpCIrcl-gecir equipment co. inc.
] 3839 WEST QAKTON ST., SKKIE, ILLINOIS 60076-3438 USA, THL: (847) 679-5905, FAX: (B47) 679-8644
I live in Europe, South America, and want my CATALOG Air Mailed.

0 ! ° .

Enclosed is my $8.00* to cover the cost of the CATALOG and Air Mail Postage.
I live in Africa, Asia, Australia and want my CATALOG Air Mailed.
Enclosed is my $10.00* to cover the cost of the CATALOG and Air Mail Postage.
*Include credit card information or enclose check in U.S. Dollars, drawn on U.S. bank.
Credit Card Number, _Expiration Date.
Allow at least 3 weeks for mailing.
With your PAID FOR catalog requestyou receive a catalog
and a certificate worth $10.00 usealde on orders over $100.00

Name

Address

City. State . Zip Code_

Country _

www.para-gear.com

Known for our Catalog,
remembered for our Service!



By Paul Boorer

paui@ onestep.co.uk answers - ms.de back cover
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OOOPS!

Space Games

The wrong dates were entered in the last issue for the Space Games.
They are NOT on 5-14 November as advertised. They ARE on 23
November - 2 December 2000. They will include an Open category (for
all jumpers) and a Pro category, for all Atmosphere Dolphin B licences
or AD’s who placed in the top 20 in the Flipper point ranking. Within
each category are the following events: Freefly Indy 500, AD challenge,
Freestyle competition, Skysurf competition. Details from

ffclownl @aol.com or info@skydiveamericapb.com

Don’t Panic (Mr Mainwaring!)

The article by Adam Rosen on page 39 of the June issue had a
small section of text obscured by a late placed scan, these
paragraphs are below and the full article is on our web page
www. skydivemag. com

First Aid Kit

Most drop zones have first aid kits, some better than others. At
the minimum some dressings, splints and gloves should be
available. Try to remember that everyone should use gloves
when blood is involved. A first aid kit with portable oxygen and a
bag to ventilate a person who is not breathing may be life-
saving but is not always available. At the minimum there should
be a CPR mask available in the case that CPR is necessary.

A Cross

Cessna's cheap accommodation (8)

A wait for a short time (6)

Challenge a red devil (4)

Lord Bole built a home for hookers (8)

The power of a French container (6)

PD's terminal canopy (8)

Aircraft body made safe, glue used (8)

Rog's lies about why ZP is harder to pack than FI 11 (8)
Top Gun's canopy (8)

Sonny? No his fool partner is the bird watcher (8)
Kidnap a Beaver (6)

Damn this glider (4)

Understand a natural fibre (6)

Cut away and throw overboard (8)

[ O W n

Dizzy sow, dope landed quickly (7)

Docks and wins flapping DZ indicators (4,5)
Cut down freefall, not free in the past (4)
Copy an anagram; anagram (6,9)

Hear seer is confused about dirt dive (8)

| dove out to make a record (5)

Something needed after bad landing or giving milk (7)
Mix cruel bait to ease the catch (9)

Adrian, da Vinci's follower (8)

Ancestors guide in valuing a used canopy (7)
Leo Chen funnelled this formation (7)

A closing loop should be, not its owner (5)
Type 17 risers move slowly (4)

Writing rongz from

last time... sorry!

Someone should be chosen to stabilise the persons neck and
this person should not let go until the paramedics arrive. A fall or
violent impact may break a bone in the neck and turning the
head could severely damage the spinal cord. Even if the person
is awake, someone should stabilise the neck. They may not be
aware of the severity of their injury due to shock from the
accident and may try to turn their head. When stabilising a neck
in the field the best way to go about it when no medical supplies
are available is by grasping either side of the head with your
hands.

BPA Questionnaire

The first response on page 47 should have read 1123 (88%)
male, 158 (12%) female. (Actually stated 123 male but you
could have worked that one out from the percentages)

And finally...

On page 28, an Old Bone is not a 7-way formation! Well spotted
lan Matthews who made short work of that one. At least Skydive
U seem to have a problem recognising Old Bones too, theirs is
labelled as an Amoeba in the latest Skydive U/ Arizona Airspeed
8-way training aid (see review next issue).

sky
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the initial revamp of the centre
has begun, with much
repainting; creeper pad with
integral mock-up (which looks
better than the real aircraft!), a
new shower block and new
sound system!

Stuart ‘Son of Alan’ Morris and
Mike ‘Biggies’ Carruthers have
lined up a fun-packed
programme of events including:
Staff v's the Rest of The World
cricket, volleyball, quiz night,
70’s night, live music (blues),
parties, karaoke and bar with
cheap draught beer (E1 a pint -
rare as rocking horse muck in
the north, not in living memory
of any southerner under 40!),
plus some skydiving too. All at
the friendliest DZ in the UK, at
the gateway to the Lake District
(lots to do for Wuffos). Bring
your deck chair and your party
head and come and have a
ball!

Carol Cummings
Colin Higginson,
Sean Webster, Andy Brass,
Jo Brass
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In association with Mencap,125 tandems from
one aircraft in one day was achieved on 6 May
at Hinton. Well done to all those who
participated. Geoff's golden b**'***s shone again!
On the record attempt day of 5 May, the
cloudbase was on the tress and the windsock
was on Viagra! Not a good day for skydiving.
Geoff (who clearly has direct communication
upwards!), told us that the weather would be
good tomorrow! Sure enough, the following
morning, we had the start of a perfect day as 125
nervous tandem passengers were booked in.
Wheels-off at 9, the record attempt began!

Geoff Wood and Mike Browne, who have owned
the DZ for the last two years, were responsible
for most of the organisation, along with Skyline
Promotions and Mencap. Geoff had coerced
fifteen tandem instructors to help with the effort,
and to back them up, a team of 20 helpers,
packers, cameramen and good guys. We all
knew that this would have to be a team effort,
and were keen to beat our own record of 106
from the previous year.

By lunchtime we were well on the way to the
record, and the packers were well on the way to
complete exhaustion. The organisation was so
slick that we even kept the club jumpers happy,
giving them the plane on every fourth lift. By 4
o'clock, we thought the record was within our
reach, and by five, the last tandem lift was ready
to go. Geoff Wood had tandem 125, Carla
Rowley from Skyline Promotions (pictured).

The day was terrific

fun but that wasn't the only

reason for doing it. We raised a

total of over £20,000 for

Mencap, we achieved a new

World Record, and did it without

a single injury, a testament to the

planning and care put into the effort.

Because we did not have an adjudicator on
the day, this record is unofficial. We are

going for an even bigger record.over <
August Bank Holiday weekend, aiming for
450 tandems in three days, in association with
Dreamflite. This time, we will have an adjudicator!

Our 4-way team, Expede won the Scottish
Nationals and came second (to 4Pak) at the
RAFSPA 4-way meet. Well done to Rich
Orford.on his first season with Gripswitch, in
getting the bronze in the Scottish Nationals and
then busting his ankle falling off a kerb! Congrats
to Donny and Helen MacDonald on tying the
knot. After an amazing leaving party (joined with
Expede's winning party) we said a fond farewell
to Rachel.Gray, sending her on her travels in
true Hinton style, hungover!



Carla Rowley
& Geoff Wood
taken by
Gary Small

Phil Bird
Grahame Meggison, Asher Hillcoat
Jason Southall, Steve Carter,
Steve Vanges
Richard Orford, Tim Carter,
Clare Jones
Dorian Harwood
Kelli McKinven
Steve Saunders
Dave Luke
Geoff Wood
Sarah Brady, Malcolm
Hurst,Thaddeus Lawrence
Dave Haylor, Catherine Glenister,
Stephanie Rouillard, Diane Fricker
John Holmes, Phil Bird

Congratulations to Richard (Bruce) and Jo Johnson
on their wedding and a great demo into the grounds of
the EIms manor in Abberley for the ceremony. Martin
Crossley, lan Robertson (first demo) and Pat
Hammond joined us and we made the local papers,
with the front page headline Taking the Plunge!. The
next day a large Chatteris posse, headed off to
Ampuriabrava for the honeymoon! A fun, and successful
week followed, and led to many of the achievements
below.

Back at home, the toilet and shower block nears
completion (it's got a roof!), the bar's been painted and
had a dance floor fitted, we've got a new tannoy system
with 'piped musicland the video room wouldn't look out
of place in an episode of Dallas.

Well done to:

2.000 jumps: Mike Rust
1.000 jumps: Sharon Simonian, Bruce Johnson
(really!), Steve Wilks
FF1: Heidi King

FF1 & 500 jumps:

lan Robertson

FS1: Vicky Challiner,
Jason Elmore,

Sylviane Herrick

Cat 8: Bo Carthew, Alan
Devon, Rob Ellis, Pete
Herrick, Dave Lace,
Nigel Leadbeater, Chris
Murtaugh, Ivan Peters,
John Stevens
(Manifestor), Lucy

Wellstead

1st freefall: ro a student why it was ton
Jean-Francois Mourier,

Orla Potts test dummy was an

i VJ'?niJed.iurrP rwithahook
George Katsoulis knife, on'ttrytﬁs atthomg)q

The school has been involved
with two TV programmes,
BBC's Vets in the Wild and
Dial a Date. The new three
chip digital video camera,
which is bolted on the strut,
has been a great training aid
in capturing all the student
exits.

Becky Davis,
Paul Davis (father and
daughter), Jon Wilson, Chris
Keo and Paul Seymour.
Clare Firkin, John
Paul, Jeff Limna, Tiggs
Jason Farrant
(490 jumps last year!)
Andy
Montriou
Jump oil lan
ilson completed
is 100th
arachute sortie.

has
been hard at it
since he started
jumping at the age
of 16. Now 17, he
has logged 240
jumps and done CF,
FS, a demo and night jumps.

keep at it!

Photo: MENCAP
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Achievements

Chik Adams returned from
Empuria with FS1. Chik
went to Empuria with Scotty
Milne and completed a ten
day training camp which
included an awesome
qualifying dive... with Geoff
Mundy, Bruno Brokken and
Scotty Milne! (see pictures)

Cat 3: Alan Geddes

Cat 4: Steven Riddell

Cat 8: Katrina Winters

100 Jumps: Bob Henderson

@ sky
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Goodbye and Good Luck
We are sad to be losing one of the
Original flying Blues Brothers, Neil
McLaren (right), who has relocated
to Liverpool due to work. Don't be a
stranger!

Fund Raising Weekend

The charity weekend was held in aid
of SARGENT (Cancer Care for
Children with Cancer and Leukemia,
our nominated DZ charity) and a
fantastic success with approx
£2,250 raised and still rising! On
behalf of SARGENT, thanks
everyone for all the time, effort, hard
work and donations.

Gala Day Demos
Paragon kept up the PR, with
our annual free demos into
Errol and Invergowrie Gala
Days. Both were a great
success, thanks to George
McGuinness, Walter Gillan,
Dave Richards and Billy
Gollan for entertaining the
crowds, staying within the
limits and most importantly,
keeping it safe! Quick
. question for the bum
J 1 surfer of the
| team..."Can | get your
autograph Mister?" (We
all know who you are!)

not enough, George McGuinness
chose to jump his Thunderbow
(above). He wanted to show the
young ones how it used to be done
in the ‘good auld days’, proving it's
the pilot not the canopy! Sadly,
George had to settle for third place.
Even after his most graceful attempt
we were all in agreement... Thank
God for squares!

Once again very
successful, we went
back in time for this
one, with the ride to
3,500ft in our ‘new’
Cessna 182. As if that's

1: Billy Gollan, Stiletto 150, 2 secs
2: Derek Thorne, Falcon, 3s

3. George McG, Thunderbow, 10s
4: Alice Gillies, PD 17

WwWw

Geoff Tothill has just launched an email based mailing list, to keep
everyone informed about planned events, jumping schedules and
allow discussion. Send a blank email to:

Ipslist-subscribe @netassist. force9.co.uk

You will get a reply from the server which explains what to do to
confirm your subscription and how to unsubscribe. Any mail you send
will be forwarded to all the other list members.

This year, several very keen members of the Guildford University
Extreme Sports Society, joined us. One looked extremely relieved to
land his first reserve ride, earning him promotion to Society President!
Steve is currently skydiving his AFF arse off in sunny LA, lucky git!

lan Barraclough



Ryan Mullin
Mike Murphy

Dai Davis

Saturday 21 May,

the Geese did an

8-man display

into Eglington air

show. On board were four first demo
jumpers, well done lads, a good show for Jim
Hunter, Colin Stevenson, Ronnie Smith, Sean
McKenna

First weekend in June, the centre closed and
everyone headed south to the Irish club
Clonbullogue Co Offaly, for the second Irish
Boogie. The aim was to beat the existing Irish

G ROUNDETD!

Sibson now has two bands,

and . They gallantly fought it
out against other local hopefuls in the
Peterborough Battle of the Bands,
congratulations to Groundec who came
second in the finals. Both bands played
at the Peterborough Willow Festival
which was attended by several thousand
people.

There are now three video editing
systems up and running for use by
cameramen. The day room and bar are
now once again kitted out with satellite
TV, for those (un)glorious summer days
and nights!

Driving them Mad...
Thankfully, Ukrainians are better pilots
than drivers - it is official!
Commiserations go to Oleg who saved

record

of 15, set in Spain. We planned an

18-way but the weather was against us.
Saturday night the IPC laid on an excellent
BBQ and the atmosphere was brilliant. The
party continued until the wee hours and - as
we lIrish say - the Crack was Mighty!

A group from Strathallan came to check out the
Caravan, come back again soon.

up from April - June, bought himself a
car and within a fortnight, totalled it on
a humpback bridge on the way back
from Langar. Luckily they weren't

Congratulatioi
Steve Hards, Alex

‘Lobster’, Tom Crompton, Hayden
Harries

Patrick Bevan, Matt
Robinson, Marc Edgson
(who also achieved
FF1 on jump 100)

Positively the last mention for Student
of the Year, Giles Owen, definitely no
longer a student with 200 jumps

Dave Sturgeon
(British Skysurf
Champion!)

Cornelia
Waymouth

Words and o 4re by John McCou

Phil Mulkern

Kev Goode, Leggy & Rhino
ftrom Sibson band Grounded,
other band members are Chris

Hollis and John Shaw
Photo: Geordie



Achievements
Cat  Stuart Clayton,
Edwards
Mike Hargreaves,
m Leonard
Pete Connor,
orrison, Paul Pritchard
Jim Hynds
John Mooney

The photo was taken as the temperature
reached 29°C, one hot Sunday in June. The
‘Cool Dudes’ are mainly freefly jumpers. From
what we saw, there was not a lot to slow them
down! But there were more cameras about
than on a normal freefly dive. Well done to
Mike Hargreaves, Jason Keith, Jeremy Porter,
Steve Hogan!

ations

The centre has two display teams, The Black
Knights and The Firestorm Team (North West

Jockeys Ride Tandem

Thank you to everyone who has supported

our events so far this year and to the

weather gods for helping everything to go

so successfully. During May week, we
managed to get loads of accuracy and

canopy formation team training in as well
as doing a shed-load of tandems, jumping

some of Britain's top jockeys.

Fire Brigade). Both teams are busy but one
display we are looking forward to is a night
jump at the switch on of the Blackpool
illuminations.

and are both
recovering after stays in Hospital (separate
incidents). We hope to see them back in the
sky soon.

After a long parachuting career,
has retired. Don was well known at many DZ's
including Cyprus. Don and his wife are off to
cruise the world. Best wishes to you both. Also
off to warmer regions are

Both regular jumpers and party
animals, they’re off to live in Portugal. No doubt
they will be holidaying in the UK!

intermediate accuracy gold and Katherine
Andrewes, winner in senior style. Freddy
Crewgers took gold in 4-way speed,
clocking up their best times to date.

Katherine Andrewes
Congratulations

Cat 8: Jessica Beale
300 jumps: John Hillam

We had a two minute slot on BBC1 before
the Grand National, and with support and
sponsorship for the jockeys coming from
Alex Ferguson and Kevin Keegan, they
have managed to get some great
coverage for the North East in the press
and on the television. Many thanks to all
the tandem masters and to Jeff for
bringing the Islander and C185 over from
Black Knights.

Central Regionals

CF and Classics

We had excellent weekends for the beach
jumps and the Central Regionals.

Regionals results

Harry Morgan and Andy Bremner teamed
up with Tim and Katherine Andrewes to
recreate the team that won the silver medal
at the 1993 accuracy nationals - and to
prove that they still have what it takes! They
took the first four places in the accuracy.
Well done Harry for taking gold (I'll get my
own back)! Also well done to John Hillam,

1,000 jumps: Glenn Stephenson, Scottish
Nationals and RAPA Accuracy Champion

At one time the most interesting thing to
happen in Bridlington was Keith Harris
legitimising his bestiality fetish at the
Spa. It seems now that our British
Skysports has taken over somewhat.

Achievements to brag about this month
include Derek Hand and Gavin Angella
gaining Cat 8 whilst Karen Messenger,
Paul Simms, A Blake and P Dapprich
underwent their first freefall. Ken
Wharten has carried himself through
100 jumps and Phil Lyall has now totted
up a grand total of 500 jumps. | think it's
time to take him off static line now!

Mark Hankinson



Women’s record attempt

We're British, so it's only right that we moan
about the weather. The British women's
formation skydiving attempt was entirely ruled
out by the conditions. We had the aircraft, we
had Lesley Gale and Darryl Moran organising,
we had a dedicated group of ladies who spent
four days waiting., and waiting., and waiting.
We had a tiny weather window on the final day,
allowing just enough time to kit up and wait by
the aircraft. This, unfortunately, was as far as
they got. Ho, hum. Everybody was impressed
by the ladies’ unfailing enthusiasm and
cheerfulness (comments were heard to the
effect that a bunch of blokes would have been
really miserable - and | reckon that's about
right!). Everybody wants to do it again next
year, and also to run some large formation
weekends especially for the ladies.The first is
August Bank Holiday weekend, 26-28 August.

Langar Regatta

The Langar Annual Regatta,
sorry, boogie suffered from
cloud / rain / plagues of frogs,
etc, but nonetheless there was
a determined hard-core of
jumpers who squeezed in over
a thousand jumps between them - many
thanks to all who stuck it out! Just for
comparison, we had nearly as many lifts on the
last day of the 1999 Boogie as we managed
during the whole thing this time. Needless to
say, Chuckles' Bar (outside in the tent for the
duration) did plenty of business, and the
Saturday night parties were well attended, with
live music and Doom's DJ-ing keeping the
place going 'til the early hours.

1st British tube jump

Giles Fabris and his lady Karine
built a lightweight freefall tube
and Giles jumped with the toy,
along with a few of the local
freeflyers - probably the first Brit
tube jump! (See cover.) Richard
Whitwell did 17 points in time, and
Adam Leech did a four point 4-
way and a five point 5-way

on the same dive

(courtesy of a lurking

Stealth).

Cutaway champ

Team X were here

training for 4-way

sequential canopy

formations, and managed

a couple of interesting
cutaways in
amongst some

Uiln‘ltaj Jmmdamn fine formations. Nick
Mirehouse achieved his first chop
by wrapping team coach and five
£]_(D m‘@times world champ Vincent Ferrer!

Upcoming
We're still working on clearance for high
altitude jumps (oxygen and all that) so watch
this space for news. On 2-3 September you
can get to do as many jumps as you like for
£100. Rules: first 100 jumpers only, just one
set of kit allowed, no double manifesting, no
refunds. Take a gamble - good weather and
you win big time, and we get bankrupted!

Tony Danbury

Notable Jump

Numbers:

Sally Beck 100

Warwick Farrer 100

Rich Batten 100

Darren Atter - 200
Martin Score

Billy Payn 500
Chris McCann

Rusty Lewis - 800

Martin Monks 1000
Tony Danbury

First Freefall:

Emma Pilkington,

Paul Brown,

Tom Broom,

S Whitmore

Cat Lisa James,

Gary Clarke,

Marius Calapaci

Steve Cassidy,

Phil Taylor, Mel Grant,

Chris Dutton,

Louise Roberts

Simon Tillyard

Kristian Winder

FF1 Ron Luke

sky
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: Mark Lawson,
Terry Stone
fiDarren Connaghan,
Paul O'Connor, Pam Snow
Paul O'Connor
Chris Lynch
Clem Quinn
Pierre Pascal
Baz Smith
Jan Gaynor
Ruth Cooper
Mark Lawson,
Pete Leighton, Paul Mott
Claire McAdie,
lan Richardson, Terry Stone
Pam Snow
JPeter Davis
first deaf student to do so)
First Freefall Dennis Guy

L-R: Bemused student, Phil Harris,

Pete Best, Steve Ryan (Pilot),
Nicky Johnson (CCI), Phil Lyall

Though it's gone for the summer,
Black Beaver T-shirts are to be seen around the
DZ as a fond reminder of this great little aircraft. In
its place, a Let 410!

Club events

In 4-way, Zygosis had a very productive training
week in Spain, despite being stopped by the
police, and Pete Allum ran a coaching weekend.
The Speed 8, organised by Clem, was on 9-10
June with a cracking party in the Wings Bar, amply
fuelled by Ruth and Vicky's buffet. Only one round
was complete, so the team captains agreed to
postpone the competition.

Old bag Janice
Headcorn welcomed it's latest member of staff,

Janice. Weighing in at 14 stone she was quickly
put on a crash diet and will be used for training
tandem instructors at a more respectable 7 stone.
Mick Danby and Billy Riggs are pleased to
announce their engagement. We hope this will
survive Mick's stormy relationship with Janice!

CCI Pete Sizer finally came clean and admitted his
freeflying was now up to jumping with the rest of
us. A shock so great that Daren Bendle donned his
RW suit for the first time anyone remembers.

We are looking into a POPS bulletin for active

FUEL AT Peterlee
Our latest development is the underground
fuel storage facility offering Avgas and Jet
A1l. One of the benefits is that the Red
Devils can now operate their turbine Islander
from here when
they visit
Sunderland Air
Show. The new
manifest office
is in place and
is another
example of the
centre’s
development plan being put into practice by
lan. We are currently operating with the
C182 and a turbo C206.

Achievers:

1st Freefall: Alexander Battle, Steve Gill,
Alec Young, Dave Scorer, Shaun McCowie,
Ann Shepherd, Zoe Brenchley,

Anna Killiomara, Justina Becousse,
Graham King, Russ Hammond,

Daryl Hughes, Pete Deverall,

Patrick Heathcote-Armory, Carolyn Wallis
Cat 8: Dave Taylor, Paul Niles,

Billy Hamilton, Owen Unsworth, Pete Arnold,
Spiros Saklias

Cat 8 & IC1: Scott Holmes, Paul Dorward,
Alan Thompson, John Kerr

12 hours Freefall: Davy Hogg

Neil Bradley, our tandem instructor has now
gone back to Montana. Good luck.

Eric Hall, who suffered a serious back injury
two years ago, is now jumping again thanks
to encouragement from many.

lan Rosenvinge & Eric Hall

members, Judy Mossad has volunteered! Any news or

a bit of gossip, send it to me or Judy. Also, POPS
members with email, let me know so | can build up a

distribution list. We are looking into POPS rugby shirts;

tell me if you want one.

New Members: Dave Utley, Phil Lyall,
Rodney Price, Barry Jarvis

Around 20 POPS made their way to Brid on 1

July. We welcomed Henning Kruse from
Denmark. Friday started the jumping in the

excellent weather and Saturday began with the

guad bike used to patrol the runway being
sabotaged by Dave! Once the petrol was

turned back on, we continued with the Hit and
Rock. Saturday evening we had a barbecue

prepared by Lynn. Results were: Winner Phil
Lyall; second Pete Shew; third Dave Gaskell.

Pete Shew giving Pete Best his award

JOES #1

An active but non-jumping POPS
member, Pete Best's ambitions of doing
one more jump were realised at British
Skysports just a week after his 80th
birthday. Is he a POPS member twice?
Pete immediately initiated the Jumpers
Over Eighty Society (JOES) and claimed
JOES #1; he was presented with a gold
medal for the JOES accuracy competition.
Not a lot of competition, Pete!

Pete Shew



Over 24-25 June,
34 skydivers gathered at
Nethers for a Cat 8-friendly fun

jumping weekend, organised by Caroline Hughes.
The event, pet-named All for One (no relation to the
4-way team!) attracted a 3:1 ratio of experienced to
low-experience jumpers. The weather wasn't perfect,
but thanks to the determined pilots and DZ staff, most
managed at least four jumps.

With Graham Harris achieving FS1 and a huge BBQ
on Saturday night, the event went down well. All high
experienced jumpers not only volunteered their time
but paid for their jumps, this commitment to the 'spirit'
of the event was greatly appreciated

Martin Williams took the chair for yet another
successful warp weekend. 12 coaches, 6 cameramen
and 12 students attended, each student achieving on
average seven jumps, which was a miracle
considering the weather! When the rain came, there
were plenty of interesting briefings and a 4-way
creeper competition! For details of the next warp week
(probably mid September), contact Martin Williams at
warp @phdskydiving.co. uk.

A special mention to Tex Marshall and all the other
Fred filmstars after their recent Hollyoaks TV
appearance - just remember, 'if in doubt get it out'!
Finally, good luck to Paul, Eiana and Hugo (Dave)
Cain who are off to sunnier climes in Alabama for a
couple of years - a top move, if the arctic conditions at
their farewell barbie are anything to go by.

Achievements:

Istfreefali Lucy Edge

Graduated AFF: Val, the manifestor (at long last!)
FS 1: Russell Potts, Hon Wen Chung, Rebecca
Harrison (only started AFF this summer!), Matt
Welvaert, Graham Harris, Jamie McNamee

Kath Salisbury, Caroline Hughes & Martin Williams

Dave Tunks by Simon Ward

Skippy Morris by Simon Ward

RAPA meet

Turnout for the RAPA

competition was fairly small

this year. But despite this, the

competition was fierce at
very level.

ning the Individual Novice
Colts Accuracy (under 40
descents) was Caroline
Newton and hot on the heels
in second, Ben Bobrof.

1to the Championships

was ‘Swoop accuracy’, where
competitors were scored up to
one metre. Winning this event
was Steve Blee on a Sabre
135; he managed to strike the
target every time. Well done
Steve! Come along to the
smatch next year.

here were another 21 prizes
up for grabs at senior,
intermediate and novice
levels. During the
1-3pm stand down, people
were busy load organising to
make use of Train in Spain's
Otter. A couple of big ways
were organised including
Jamie Fowler’s tandem,
taken by CCl Mike Nealis
(pictured).

August 2000
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Vicky Kilby,

ine Shotton
Nigel Holland,
Anna Cormack
att Ellis,

Kevin Gibney
lan Mullins,
ohn Halford
Shane Wood,
Adrian Harburn

The competition
was full of
surprises; firstly
the loss of one of
the Islanders
which meant we
used the Beaver.
This climbs
quickly but has a
right hand door;
hence a practice
round before the
competition. The
meet had the
usual three
categories with
different draws but results went onto one
master scoreboard so seniors were competing
against juniors. Second surprise - a heatwave!

Flash Back

The meet saw the return of a team who
dominated the 4-way scene in the late 80's -
FlashTrash; Steve Newton, John Parker, Brian
Mason and Neville Howarth - although a
month before the competition, Neville hadn't
jumped for ten years! Renamed FlashBack
(dubbed by other jumpers The Senile Old
Gits), and with only 6 training jumps, they did a
respectable average. The meet was dominated
by 4Pak, who have put in time and effort
aplenty and took silver at the Nationals. Angels
and Xpeed continued their battle from the
Scottish Nationals. The juniors were launching
right-hand exits cleaner than the rest!

Just had a week off work to train at Hib

for the Nationals with my team (Angels)-,
coaching available free from Lee Love; newly
painted, fast as you like, G92 Dornier and
pilots on standby - loverrrly. The place looks
great now with a lick of paint, new
accommodation block, carpet covered
packing hanger and the worst of the grotty
caravans removed. We now have a fulltime
Chef on site for evening meals and slap up
brekkies.

BCPA Nationals
Nobody told us it was the BCPA Nationals!
100 students drinking, shouting, playing
games... | feel like I've had a week at
Pontins; the weather was bad but who gives
a monkeys? Karaoke, funnel drinking, pass
the dodgy parcel, treasure hunts for road
kills, gnomes, and porno mags plus late
night forays to the Dornier made for a
week which is hard to remember.

4 -w ay M eet

4-way meet results

Big evening barby was followed by an even
bigger party with Tex and Tomo fighting it out
on the dance floor against Regan and Chris
(Angels) for the dubious title of Disco King!
Sunday morning and third surprise - the
heatwave continued! Amazing the number of
people who seemed to be suffering with heat
stroke from the previous day (apparently not
related to beer consumption). The judges,
Karla Cole and Richard Hamblen posted the
final scores which meant 4Pak retained the
RAFSPA trophy with an easy 13 point average,
Xpeed won silver and Angels bronze.

Warp / FS weekend - 1-2 July
Organised by Ash (Kemp) & Moose (Silman)
and designed to help club members progress
with basic FS skills, it was a great success.
Notable achievement of the weekend was
Kevin Gibney who sailed through his Warp 9
and then put in a stonking 11 point 4-way for
his FS1. Thanks go to the support team - Ben,
John, Josh, Craig, Sarah, Amanda and Zoom
(Ralph), Dave and the manifest minxes. Nice
one to John Wood, Robin Pengelley, Shane
Wood, lan Mullins (with Paul Floyd) who did
their first 5-way sit-fly jump.

What's next?

RAFSPA Scrambles - 19-20 August. Then
we're closed for 2 weekends (26 Aug & 2
Sept), re-opening on 9-10 September with the
annual Dicko 16-way meet.

Richard Hamblen, Bev Ford, Ashley Kemp

Coaching
available

Chappy is in France
as | write, at another
speed skydiving
meet. He's really
getting into the
speed stuff. Lee
Love and Tim Porter
are available all
season for

coaching in their
relative areas of
expertise. They are
helped by Dan
Parker (freeflying)
and Angels (FS).

For any coaching
dive you just cover the slots... Cool!

Andy Heskith from the camera pool has just
got married, a great night!

Regan Tetlow
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UK's biggest turbine fleet mCessna Grand Caravan, Let 410>Pilatus Porter
We funjump all the time, plus we plan to emphasize 4, 8, 16 and Big Ways regularly!

Open 7 days a week throughout the year
Turbines fly daily

Everybody Welcomel!
Augus: BankHaliday

The LEM1Ois here until the
Saturdayz s tO Nk]’ljbyz g end o fSeptember as well as our
WOVENSLARCEFORVALON

permanent turbine fleet, Grand
W EEKEND Caravan fr Pilatus Porter

YESTHATSA % SLOTCAPACITY

Regular Multi-Aircraft Formations

Big Way Practise Available every weekend

W hyNot?

DIVE ORGANISERS
Spendyour holidays at Langar! LETLEAMNGPARTY
Open Every Day! Saturday 23 September
Try out one o f the newly built bunk rooms!

Bar, Party and Live Bands

British

The C |B'|'RITI|_SH PQRIA%HLUTE SNCH'OC?]LS NG13 9HY
e Control Tower, angar Alrtiela, Langar, ottlng am
ParaChUte Telephone £r Fax: 44 (0O) 1949 860878
Schools Email: mfo@bpslangar.co.uk - Website: www.bpslangar.co.uk
or call tall free:

1-877-889-TONY. Fax: 1-8 13-788-7 112

nsurance S

for whatever you

get up to

i»:%

HARRISONBEAUMONT Insurance as unique as you.

HARRISON-BEAUMONT are The Specialists for all
01993 700200 Adventure Travel and Activity Sports Insurance on land,

sea and in the air (including expeditions and safaris)

ISON

BEAUMONT
(INSURANCE
Fax: 01993 700502 E-mail:info@hbinsurance.co.uk Web:www.hbinsurance.co.uk brokers) Itd

skydive &
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Drop Zonfe Pacus

P 3537/1J33

Owner/Operator/CC I:
lan Rosenvinge

Front End Staff:
Eric Hall, Tina Evans

Instructors:

Alan Burkill, Darren

M athison, Terry Warby,
Jim Barnes, Dave Mitchell,
Mick Morgan, Brenda
Grant, lan Haylock, Phil
Howorth, Chris Beattie
[BID, Bryn Chaffe BID

Pilots: Malcolm McBain
[Chief Pilot], Alan Finlay,
Peter Jobes, Jim Barnes,
Fred Richards,

Darren M athison.

Aircraft:
Cessna 1B2,
Turbo Cessna 206 & place]

st Jump Courses:
RAPS, AFF, Tandem

Jump Prices:

Sub IC1 - £30
hire & packing
C I BE! Post IC1: £"7 + £1

per 1,000 ft

caoe £19 to 12Kk,

£2 per jump reduction

if in discount scheme

& 25 for year]

SftIS'W ird Lift:

£10 to 12k

£6 - All out 1 pass to 3 .5k

including kit

Special Events:
AFF weeks during
July/August,
Christmas Party -
9 December

pHJj'sishuia

lilffllfa

Special Attractions:
Durham Microlights
operate from the DZ

Facilities:

Canteen [open weekends S.
bank holidays], toilets,
spectator area,
classrooms, briefing
rooms, ground training
areas, video editing suite
and indoor packing area.
Refuelling - Avgas & Jet
Al

Accommodation:
Limited camping on site

Local Attractions:
Durham City with its
narrow cobbled streets,
cathedral and castle and
loads of pubs; Newcastle
[Bth best party city in the
world], try the Bigg

M arket;
Quay; Chester le Street
Riverside Cricket Ground;
Lumley Castle; Gatehead
Metro Centre; The Angel
of the North; local beaches
[Tynemouth, Whitley Bay,
Cullercoats]

Local Activities:
Go-karting; dry ski slope;
swimming S. leisure
centres; horse riding;
bowling; Quaser Laser;
paint balling

Access:
Local railway stations -
Durham, Newcastle, easy
access from the A1l or
A 19, regular bus service
from Durham, Newcastle,
Middlesborc

JIPHS5

Local Accommodation:

Hartlepool Historic

15 minutes from Durham
City, Peterlee is based on
the former site of Shotton
Colliery. The centre
relocated from Sunderland
Airfield twelve years ago.
Visitors to the centre will
find parking facilities and a
purpose built viewing area
adjacent to the DZ office.
Microlights regularly use
the airfield, along with
occasional light aircraft.
Everyone can expect a
warm welcome.

The Golden Calf &4 miles from DZ]
Village pub a restaurant

£12.50 per night per person

Tel 01429 836 433

The Gables C3 miles from DZ]
Licensed restaurant S guest house
£19 single/£33 twin

Tel 0131 52S 2982

The Three Horse Shoes B miles from DZ]
7 en-suite rooms, single £35/double £46
Tel 0131 372 0286

Peterlee Lodge Hotel C3 miles from DZ]
single £34.50/double £45
Tel 0131 5BB 21B1

Hallgarth Manor Hotel G5 miles from DZ]
BSB: single £4S-£55/double £65-£75
Tel 0131 372 11BB

Royal County Hotel CS miles from DZ]
Upmarket hotel with leisure centre and pool
single £S5/double £135

Tel 0131 38B BBS1

Durham University

Halls of Residence outside term time
£1B-£30 per person for B&B

Book in person at the Tourist Office
Tel 0191 384 3720

August 2000
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Sun Path Products, Inc. has taken the classic Javelin harness/container system and added the
features that today's skydivers demand.

We've got it covered! The Javelin otters superior main and reservepin protection, BOC bridle
and extended main riser covers thatkeep risers securely in place during treelall.

The fully articulated harness allows for maximum comfort and flexibility in the air and on the ground.
The Javelin's shaped yoke is tailored to hold the jumper securely in the rig, no matter what style of flying.

Whyjump an%//\;ching else? The Javelin is the rig that does it all use it for freeflying, RW, skysurfing,
freestyle, CRW, style & accuracy, and forany of those "devilishly" fun loads.

Check out the "hot" custom tie-dye colors offered by Sun Path Products. Since it's all custom-dyed,
YOU pickyour color combination! Check out www.sunpath.com for more options.

qv/n CO/Q» Sun Path Products, Inc.
4439 Skydive Lane

Zephyrhills, FL 33540

813-782-9242 Phone

813-788-3057 Fax

info@sunpath.com E-mail

8 www.sunpath.com Website


http://www.sunpath.com
mailto:info@sunpath.com
http://www.sunpath.com

Overseas Military Affiliated DZ’s

These Drop Zones are run under the
BPA Operations Manual

Cyprus Combined Services
Parachute Centre (CCSPC)
Contact: Club CClI,

Dhekelia Garrison, BFPO 58, Cyprus
Tel: Office 00 357 474 4337

DZ: 00 357 474 4245

Fax: 00 357 474 4180

skydive @logos.cy.net

Rapa JSPC(L)

(Rhine Army Parachute Association)
Flugplatz, 33175 Bad Lippspringe,
Germany, BFPO 16

Tel: 00 49 5254 98 2378 or 98 2740
Fax: 00 49 5254 98 2740

awright91 @aol.com

Associated Organisations

When at BPA Affiliated Centres, the
following organisations are run under the
BPA Operations Manual
The BPA takes no responsibility
for training or advice when these
organisations operate at othercentres

Active Skydiving

Glengoynan, St Fillans,

Perthshire PH6 2ND

Tel/lFax: 01764 685316

Mobile: 07803 041348
scotty@skydive.prestel.co.uk
www.commercepark.co.uk/skydive
Specialist AFF School offering residential
courses in Spain and USA, video included on
all jumps. Run by Scotty Milne, ex Red
Devil, 5 times British Champion, with over
7,000 jumps. Advanced Instructor &
Examiner, Scotty uses the latest equipment
and teaching techniques for best results.

Airwaves Kent Ltd

43 Baldwyns Road, Bexley,

Kent DA5 2AB

Tel/Fax: 01322 557375

Mobile: 0780 2472 566

Royan Tel: 0033 (0) 546 0555 20
skydive@air-waves.co.uk
www.airwaves.co.uk

BPA approved instructors Rod Bartholomew,
(20 years experience) and Chris Lynch (ex
XL) offer AFF, RAPS progression, tandem,
FS, one-on-one and freefly coaching at our
beautiful seaside resort of Royan, south-west
France. Operating full-time May-Oct, our
professional/personal skydiving holidays
have everything. Video included. Airwaves
operate in Florida Nov-Apr.

British Collegiate Parachute Ass
Jo Redman - Treasurer

18 Berne Avenue, Westlands,
Newcastle, Staffs ST5 2QJ
www.bcpa.org.uk

waawaawaa @hotmail.com

Affiliated Universities: Anglia, Bath, Bristol,
Dundee, UEA, Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow,
Kent/Canterbury, Leeds, Loughborough,
Luton, Manchester, Newcastle, Plymouth,
Portsmouth, Queens Belfast, Reading,
Salford, Sheffield, Sheffield Hallam,
Staffordshire, Teeside, York.

David Morris Action Sports

2 Daleside, Cotgrave,

Nottingham NG12 3QA

Tel/Fax: 0115 989 2050

Mobile: 0777 498 6600

E-mail: dave@daleside2.demon.co.uk
www.daleside2.demon.co.uk

Dave specialises in AFF courses and tandem
introductions in the UK, Spain and France.
The AFF course includes free jumpsuit,
altimeter, helmet, goggles, video log with re-
jumps at cost. A great deal if you want to
learn to skydive. Dave has over 7,000 jumps
and is a BPA Instructor, Examiner, tandem
and AFF.

East Coast Parachute Centre

8 Burns Crescent, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 OTS

Tel: 01245 268772

Currently sharing facilities with the London
Parachute School at Lewknor drop zone.

FreeFall Company

The Coach House, West St, Epsom,
Surrey KT18 7RL

Tel: 01372 801 851

Mobile: 0796 871 2020

Tel: (Spain) 00 34 619 356 202
kevin@freefallco.com
www.freefallco.com

Operated by Kevin McCarthy, National
Champion with over 6,000 jumps and over 18
years experience. Probably the best AFF
school in Europe. State of the art equipment
and professional, personalised training gives
you safe, rapid progression to Category 10
and beyond! Videos with all jumps. Courses
available all year in the Costa Brava. Flexible
payment to suit YOU!

Manchester Parachute School

23 Heywood Gardens,

Prestwich, Manchester M25 1FW
Contact: Chris Miller

Tel: 0161 798 6895 Mobile: 0777 057 5621
chris.miller@zetnet.co.uk
www.manchesterparachuteschool.com
Based in Stockport, Manchester with 2,000 sq
ft of full time dedicated training premises for
RAPS static line & AFF courses. We also
offer tandem skydives and AFF courses in the
UK at weekends. Train midweek day/evening
& jump at weekend. All AFF jumps include
FREE video. Operating at Black Knights PC.
See our web site for more details.

Parachute Training Services

11 Godwyn Close, Abingdon,

Oxon OX14 1BU

Tel/Fax: 01235 529570

doug @paratrg.demon.co.uk
www.paratrg.demon.co.uk

Run by Doug Peacock, BPA
Instructor/Examiner. The complete RAPS
package, PTS offers one jump introductory
courses with the option of individual
progression training through Cat 8 and
advanced grades. Operating at Hinton
Airfield in  conjunction with Hinton
Skydiving Centre. Six days per week, call for
further information.

PhD Skydiving

Shrewton, Wilts SP3 4JY

Tel: 01980 621363 M: 07971 665815
aff@phdskydiving.co.uk
www.phdskydiving.co.uk

Friendly, professional AFF school and
skydive U coaching run by Martin Williams,
BPA examiner, APT instructor and Skydive U
coach. Providing clients with small,
personalised courses all year in California,
Spain and UK. Emphasis on continued
support in UK post course. Video on all
jumps, only best equipment used.

Pops UK

Pete Shew, 6a Ampthill Rd, Shefford,
Beds, SG17 5BD

Tel: 01462 638312
pete@thepops.com www.thepops.com
A society of skydivers over forty. Regular
national and international meets at host
parachute centres.

Red Devils

Airfield Camp, Netheravon,

Wiltshire SP4 9SF

Tel: 01980 678211 (Chief Instructor)
Tel: 01980 678203 (Courses)

Fax: 01980 678349

Displays, tandem and RAPS courses.

Scottish Sports Parachute Ass
Anne Johnson (Chairwoman, SSPA),
Strathallan Airfield,

Auchterarder, Perthshire PH3 1BE
Dedicated to the promotion and development
of parachuting in Scotland. Sponsorship of
the Scottish National Championships and
other competitions, provision of the only
student progression, WARP, and CF training
subsidy system in the world; riggers and
instructors training grants and much more.
Get in touch!

Skydive Academy

PO Box 192, Durham DH1 5WD
Contact: lan Rosenvinge

Tel/Fax: 0191 386 5261

Mobile: 0786 015 6779

skydiveamy @aol.com
http://members.aol.com/skydiveamy

7 day AFF courses our speciality. Late May-
mid September at Peterlee. Outside this
period, courses can be arranged abroad.
Centre 15 mins drive from Durham city
(2.45hrs from Kings Cross and and less than
2 hrs from Edinburgh). B&B in local pubs
from £12.50, in Durham City from £18.

Skydive Limited

Sibson Airfield, Wansford,

Peterborough PE8 6NE

Tel: 01832 280066 Fax: 01832 280067
M: 0785 000 7178
skydive@ukgateway.net

Chris Allen, Ex Red Devil, CCI, BPA
AFF/Tandem Examiner, USPA Safety and
Training advisor and Skydive University UK
co-ordinator. Offers AFF courses in America,
Spain, Germany and the UK. Also available;
team coaching, Skydive University one-on-
one programme and tandem.

Overseas Associated Organisations
The BPA takes no responsibility

for any training or advice given by these
organisations as they do not necessarily
operate under the BPA Operations Manual

CPCB

PO Box 194, 17487

Empuriabrava, Spain

Tel: 00 34 9724501 11

Fax: 00 34 972 45 07 49

cpcbh@gna.es  www.skyrats.com
Skydive Spain! AFF courses (1 tandem, 7
jumps with air-to-air video), tandem flights,
freestyle school, Babylon freefly school.
Skydive U, free load organising, team
coaching (special rates), gear hire (with
Cypres). Pilatus Porter and Twin Otter all
year. All jumps from 12,500ft. Open all year
- and now club house, tennis and pool!

Freefall Adventures

440 S Airport Road,

Lake Wales, FL 33853, USA

Tel: 00 1863 679 9779

Fax: 00 1863 679 9449

skydivemik® aol.com
www.ffadventures.com

BPA and USPA qualified instructors. Owned
by Brit Mick Hall. Otters and Casas. Over
600 acres, classrooms, state of the art
equipment, undercover packing, wind tunnel
training, free camping, showers, bunk rooms,
rigging, store, restaurant.

Skydive City / Z-Hills

4241 Skydive Lane, Zephyrhills,

FL 33540, USA

Tel: 001 813 783 9399

Fax: 001 813 782 0599
www.skydivecity.com

Visit Skydive City / Z-Hills - Florida’s #1
skydiving centre with full time Super Otters.
covered packing, RV park, free camping.
Sunshine Factory and rigging shop on site,
AFF, tandem, video available. BPA
instructors.

Skydive Sebastian

400 W Airport Drive, Sebastian,

FL 32958, USA

Tel: 001 561 388 5672

Fax: 001 561 388 2105

info @skydiveseb.com
www.skydiveseb.com

Seb XL: pete_allum@compuserve.com
BPA and USPA qualified training. Aircraft -
Super Otter, Super Casa. AFF, tandem, home
of Skydive U, freefly coaching, team training
from Sebastian XL. Equipped team rooms,
gym, volleyball, bunk-house, camping, beach
jumps, load organising, rigging service,
accommodation arranged.
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Airtime Designs/Tony Suits 67 Paul Morgan 17
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Mirage Systems Inc . IFC Targlet Skysports 20
001 904 740 9222 www.miragesys.com 00 44 (0) TI3 250 5600 info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
North West Rigging _ 52 The Kit Store 72
Ooorig?ng)l) LT12 120 848 pringy@compuserve.corm 00 44 (0) 1622 890 967 symbiosis.suits@btinternet.com
- . Thomas Sports Equipment Ltd
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00 33 (0) 134 32 77 77 parachutes-de-france@csi.com 001 813 780 7339 gearstore@aol.com
New and In Stock
Now!
. software interface
R e K it S to r e L td between
AltlmeteI’S Pro Track
New and used canopies and rigs from: and your

Racers Perfomance Designs  Parachutes de FHance s®

Cypres SyiSunpath ThomesSpots PSA  Tempo

RRMAIN AGENTS FOR SYMBIOSIS SUITS 5
Stilettos Sares  Silhouettes FDResenves  Springos

Merts Tedho Resaves Javelns  Eureka FTE0S

ltalila ZI's = Croakies . Teardrops  Sapphir
Vests T-Shirts Sweat Shirts Ve eﬁounce—
The Kit Store
Headcorn Airfield, Kent TN27 9HX Call, fax or email Rob Colpus for
Tel: 01622 890 967 Fax: 01622 891 296 1 advice or a brochure

Email: symbiosis.suits@btinternet.com Or drop in to the Kit Store at
Headcorn DZ at any time

2 skydive
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August

*5-13 Skyfest Boogie

North West PC, Cark. LET410, beach BBQ,
comps, prizes, bar, disco. Tel 01539 58672 /
58555, W/days 01772 720 848

11-19 Swedish Here Boogie
Sweden, hercules@gkf.se
www.gfk.se/hercules/index.html

12-13 Jack Jefferies Boogie
Strathallan. Turbine aircraft + Jack organising
and a freefly coach!

Tel 0374 686 or 01764 662 572
bradyk@fsbdial.co.uk

12-20 Espace Boogie 2000
Vichy, France. Antonov 72
boogie@espace-boogie.com
www.espace-boogie.com

14-18 CSBI /TBI / Advanced

Instructor Course
Target Skysports. BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive@bpa.org.uk

18 Night Jumps
Skydive Eilat. Tel 00 972 76 33 23 86
www.skydive.co.il

19 Beach Jumps & BBQ
Bridlington. All welcome. Tel: 01262 677 367
19-20 POPS Meet

Wild Geese, www.pops.org.uk

19-20 Scrambles Meet

RAFSPA Weston.Tel 01869 343 343

19-28 A rmy Championships
JSPC, Netheravon. 4 & 8-way FS, Style &
Accuracy, Canopy Formation. Open to all.
Dave Tyler 0468 683 329 Dpaultyler@aol.com

21-24 BPA Advanced

Packers Course
Sky Science. BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive@bpa.org.uk
21-25 CSl / Pre-Advanced
Instructor Course
Target Skysports. BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive @bpa.org.uk

22 BPA Council Meeting
BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive@bpa.org.uk

*24-26 16-way European Cup
Brienne le Chateau, France.
Tel 0033 661 08 55 55 Fax 0033 661 08 55 50

25-27 16-way Meet
Hoexter, Germany. Tel 0049 5271 7173

26-27 Beach Jumps &BBQ
Border PC, Brunton. Tel 01665 589 000

skydivenorth@email.msn.com

26-28 Women’s Lame
Formation Weekend
Langar.

Tel 01949 860 878

info@bpslangar.co.uk www.bpslangar.co.uk

26-28 Tandem Record Attempt
Hinton. 150 tandem jumps per day for three
days - World Record attempt.Tel 01295 812 300
info@skydive.co.uk www.skydive.co.uk
26-28 2nd Annual
Speed Freaks!
Hibaldstow. Tel 0113 250 5600
info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
www.skydiving.co.uk

September
2-3 LAC Meet
Headcorn. Tel 01622 890 862
Fax 01622 890 641
skydive@headcorn.u-net.com

2-10 Invitational FS Meet
Empuriabrava, Spain with Dave Morris, Richie
Homig and Ivan Coufal. Tel UK 0364 986600 or
0034 972 450111 Fax 0034 972 450749
cpcb@gna.es www.skyrats.com

4-8 Student Progression WK
Hibaldstow. Tel 0113 250 5600
info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
www.skydiving.co.uk
9-10 Chris Gauge
Memorial Weekend
Hibaldstow. Skysurf, freefly and celebrate
Chris’s life. Tel 0113 250 5600
info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
www.skydiving.co.uk

9-10 All Ireland Nat Comp
Wild Geese. NI.

Tel 028 2955 8609 Fax 028 2955 7050
www.wildgeese.demon.co.uk

9-10 16-way Meet
RAFSPA, Weston
Tel 01869 343 343 Fax 01869 343 676

910 Scrambles LAC Meet
Border PC, Brunton. Tel 01665 589 000
skydivenorth @email.msn.com

11-15 Student Progression
Headcorn. Student Progression Week
Tel 01622 890 862 Fax 01622 890 641
skydive @headcorn.u-net.com

15 Night Jumps
Skydive Eilat. Tel 00 972 76 33 23 86
www.skydive.co.il

15-17 Texel 16-way

Texel, Netherlands. International

competition. Two Turbolets. Videoman free slot.
Exit altitude 1,3500ft

Tel 0033 31 222 311 464 www.avnet.co.uk/pct

16-17 Woodmouse 4-way Meet
Sibson, Peterborough. Tel: 01832 280 490
www.skydivesibson.com

16-17 Southern Regionals
Hibaldstow. Classics, CF Tel 0113 250 5600
info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
www.skydiving.co.uk

22-24 Europa Cup 2000
Accuracy Competition

Bolzano, ltaly.

UK contact Chris Clements Tel 01252 322 419

chris@mountainsong.demon.co.uk

21-24 27th Icarus Cup
Saint-Hilaire du Touvet, France. Equipment
expo, Film Festival, Mascarade flights

Tel: 033 4 76 08 33 99 info@coupe-icare.org
www.coupe-icare.org

23 Let Leaving Party
Langar. Live bands. Tel 01949 860 878
info@bpslangar.co.uk www.bpslangar.co.uk

2324  central FS Regionals
Hibaldstow. Tel 0113 250 5600

info @targetsky.demon.co.uk
www.skydiving.co.uk

23-1 Oct Go Vertical IX

Train in Spain. 2 Super Otters.

Tel 0034 953 125 233 TrainlS@aol.com
www.train-in-spain.com

*28 BPA STC / Riggers
Meeting

BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271 Fax 0116 247 7662

skydive @bpa.org.uk

30 Dinner Dance
Headcorn Tel 01622 890 862
Fax 01622 890 641
skydive@headcorn.u-net.com

BPA
FS
CF

Style & Accuracy

October

6-15 Style & Accuracy
World Meet
Toba, Japan

7-8 POPS Meet

Hinton, www.pops.org.uk

17 BPA Council Meeting
BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive@bpa.org.uk

21-29 Corsica Festival

Calvi, Corsica, www.le-festival-du-vent.com
28-29 Halloween 10-way
Speed

Hibaldstow. Tel 0113 250 5600
info@targetsky.demon.co.uk
www.skydiving.co.uk

28-31 Halloween Boogie

Skydive Daytona Beach, Florida.

Tel 001 904 437 4547

skydivedaytona.com www.skydivedaytona.com

28-5Nov Halloween Boogie
Lapalisse, France. Tel 0033 4 70 99 1803
info @lapalisse-aero.com
http://www.lapalisse-aero.com

November

34 Night Jumps
Border PC, Brunton. Tel 01665 589 000
skydivenorth @email.msn.com

4-10 Kenya Malindi Boogie
Malindi, Kenya. DHC 6, 300 Series Twin Otter.
Dave Haygarth (UK) dave@reef-edge.com or
skydive @africaonline.co.ke
www.skydivekenya.com

*4-12 FSWorid Cup

Eloy, Skydive Arizona. Will include a 16-way
competition in addition to the women’s 4-way.
Tel 001 520 466 3753

jump@skydiveaz.com www.skydiveaz.com
4-12 Freestyle. Skysurf &
Freefly world Cup
Eloy, SkydiVe Arizona. Tel 001 520 466 3753
jump@skydiveaz.com www.skydiveaz.com

13-17  BPA Riggers Course

Sky Science. BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive@bpa.org.uk

Crossword Solutions

k ey

Boogies

Freefly & Skysurf
POPS
Unclassified

* Change to details

13-17 CSBI /TBI / Advanced
Instructor Course
Sibson. BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271

Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive@bpa.org.uk

18-26 Thanksgiving Boogie
Skydive Lake Wales, Florida.

Tel 001 863 678 1003 info@skydivelakewales.com
20-24 CSl / Pre-Advanced
Instructor Course

Sibson. BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive @bpa.org.uk

*23-2 Dec Space Games
Skydive America. Tel 001 561 924 2020
info@skydiveamericapb.com
www.skydiveamericapb.com

December

1-8 32-Way Invitational
Sebastian, Florida, www.skydiveseb.com
Contact Pete Allum pete_allum@ CompuServe

7 BPA STC / Riggers
Meeting

BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271 Fax 0116 247 7662

skydive @bpa.org. uk

9 Christmas Dinner Dance
Wild Geese. NI. (At Bushtown House).

Tel 028 2955 8609 Fax 028 2955 7050
www.wildgeese.demon.co.uk

9 Christmas Party

Peterlee.Tel 0191517 1234

12 BPA Council / EGM
Meeting

BPA Office Tel 0116 2785 271
Fax 0116 247 7662 skydive@bpa.org.uk

16 Christmas Party
Border PC, Brunton. Tel 01665 589 000
Victoria Hotel, Bamburgh.
skydivenorth @email.msn.com

20-1 Jan  Christmas Boogie
Skydive Lake Wales, Florida.
Tel 001 863 678 1003 info@skydivelakewales.com

Email your event to
diary @skydivemag.com

by 6 September (latest) for next mag

Across: 4 Caravans. 8 Awhile. 9 Dare. 10 Bordello. 11 Atomic. 12 Velocity. 13 Fuselage.
16 Glossier. 19 Maverick. 20 Snatch. 22 Twitcher. 24 Hang. 25 Cotton. 26 Jettison.
Down: 1 Swooped. 2 Wind Socks. 3 Fell. 4 Canopy Formation. 5 Rehearse.

6 Video. 7 Nursing. 14 Lubricate. 15 Nicholas. 17 Lineage. 18 Echelon. 21 Tight. 23 Inch.

A Great TS$ite with a Perfect Grip

The JACK Safety Knife is there to
help you in case of entanglement
or other unplanned situations.

+ Used by NATO since 1983

+ Dayglo yellow or black colour
+ Fast, good grip

Hanson Safety HB Box 108, 236 23
Hollviken, Sweden

No search for fingerholes
One hand operation
Length increases your reach

Twin opposing blades cut
better

Extra blade set inside knife
The real safety knife

Made in Sweden

skydive
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QUICKSILVA BRITIS

Thomas

* RIGS » MAINS » RESERVES
* CYPRES « ALTIMETERS
* HELMETS (PROTECS, FACTORY
DIVERS, FRAP HATS) « RIG BAGS
* PACKING MATS « FUN BAGS
* WEIGHT VESTS « GOGGLES
* GLOVES +« KNIVES
* LOGBOOKS « STAMPS
* WATCHES « JUMPSUITS
e T-SHIRTS « TUBE STOWS etc...

THOMAS SPORTS
EQUIPMENT LTD.

PINFOLD LANE, BRIDLINGTON, EAST YORKS. YO!6 5XS « TEL: +44 (0) 1262 678299
FAX: +44 (0) 1262 602063 « MOBILE: 0385 994931 < EMAIL: TSE@ skydiveO.demon.co.uk
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