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Lofty's Loft • Pinfold Lane • Bridlington • North Humberside • Y016 5XS 
Telephone: 0262 - 678299

THE NEW 1 PIN TEAR DROP

The ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’ is
manufactured and tailored with 
precision to your specific 
requirements, with custom colours 
and no extra charge.

Unique and revolutionary shaped harness: ensures unsurpassed comfort, extra padded leg pads for comfort 
in both the aircraft and under canopy.

The new ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’ guarantees you the TSE expertise, advice and after sales service. You know you have
the best rig in the world with the ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’.

CALL NOW! ASK FOR CHRIS, GARY OR SALLY.
Manufactured to BS 5750: Part 2:1987 / ISO 9002-1987. TSE Standard 1: Issue 2 (as amended), approved by the Australian Civil Aviation Authority 

CAA under Civil Aviation Order CAO 103.18 - Equipment Standards - Emergency - Parachutes.

The safest and most attractive narrow pop
top you can buy. It has one very special 
feature, only 1 Pin is needed to close the 
reserve! This makes packing the reserve as 
easy as any other single pin reserve container.

Re-designed riser covers
Not just cosmetic, they make for 
ease of use, preventing the risers * 
from falling off your shoulders at 
any time.
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^  We have in stock a large selection of Canopies, 
Rigs and Accessories, including

BLUE TRACKS 
PINTAILS 
SABRES 
FURYS 
PDs
CLIPPERS 
COE-Ds 
SWIFTS

H I I I 1 rO r a v e n s

TEARDROPS
ATOMS
RACERS
ZEROX
VECTORS
ALTIMETERS
HELMETS
JUMPSUITS
GEARBAGS

^  ALSO IN STOCK - CYPRES AAD’ s

^  W e ’ r e  l o c a t e d  o n  a  D r o p  Z o n e ,  s o  y o u  c a n  t r y  o u t  o u r  D e m o  r i g s  

o r  j u m p  y o u r  n e w  K i t  s t r a i g h t  a w a y

Call or write for a Brochure and Stock List

Rob Colpus and Sarah Brearley at The Kit Store, The Airfield, Headcom, Kent, TN27 9HX 
Tfel - 0622 890 967, Fax - 0622 891 236 ______



P a r a G e a r

The best known name on the planet.

SERVING THE WORLD

When it comes to skydiving, Para-Gear is the best known company worldwide!

The best, year after year, in:
• Inventory • Selection
• Big 160-page catalog • Competitive pricing

• Fast shipping anywhere on the planet

More individuals and organizations worldwide use Para-Gear 
for all their equipment needs than any other.

Don’t you deserve to have the best working for you too!

Send for your catalog Today! Catalog + Air Mail Postage to Europe, South 
America, Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, APO, FPO: $6.50.
Catalog + Air Mail Postage to Africa, Asia, Australia: $8.00.

poro-qeor equipment co., inc.
3839 W. OAKTON STREET • SKOKIE, IL 60076 USA • (708)679-5905 • TELEX: 724438 • FAX: (708)6798644
$25.00 minimum on credit card purchase flTTl*1*]

a  Dealer Inquiries Invited ^
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N E W S  & EVENTS
PIA SYMPOSIUM 1995

The Parachute Industry Association is prepar­
ing for its third biannual International Sympo­
sium on March 22-26th, 1995. Orlando.
The five-day event features three days of 
lectures, demonstrations and seminars; a 
trade-show with more than 100 exhibits; 
and concludes with The PIA Symposium 
Banquet.
Orlando, close to several of the worlds largest 
parachuting equipment manufacturers and sky­
diving centres, is also near many tourist attrac­
tions including Disney World, Epcot Centre,
Sea World and Universal Studios.
PIA has reserved 500 rooms at the Hyatt-Or- 
lando for conventioners. Exhibit booth rental 
is $500 for PIA members and $750 for non­
members.
For more information contact: Cheryl Zimmer- 
menn. 208 E. Rosehill Avenue, Suite. 101, 
Deland,Florida 32724 USA.  Tel / Fax (904) 
738-6899.

BRAZIL AIR PRESS’ SYMPOSIUM
104 Brazilian skydivers attended their first- 
ever symposium recently at Aguas de Lin- 
doia, Seminars, conducted by profession­
als like Skydive U coach Ricardo Pettena, 
covered all aspects of the sport, which has 
been growing fast in Brazil in the last three 
years.
Greike and Ricardo Contel, publishers of 
Tiv Press, the Brazilian skydiving mag and 
organisers of the event, will conduct an­
other symposium next year as they believe 
this is a beginning of a ’boom’ for skydiving 
in Brazil.

MISSING WOMEN
APOLOGY: In the September issue of SP 
Sharon Wright and Cornelia Welmouth’s 
names were inadvertently left out of the list for 
the Women’s record at Langar last July. Sorry 
ladies.

THE ST PETERSBURG PROFES­
SIONAL PARACHUTE CENTRE

The St Petersburg Professional Parachute 
Centre is looking for an exchange with jump­
ers from a UK club that could involve demo 
jumps and participation in each other’s na­
tional championships. In Russia they organise 
airshows in major cities, involving drops into 
stadiums and city areas, as well as water 
jumps. Next summer they will take part in the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the Good­
will Games.
They are very interested in exchanging with a 
British team and entering the UK Nationals. In 
return they offer to organise training, board 
and lodging and transportation within Russia, 
together with a chance to enter the Russian 
Championships and do demos from various 
planes and helicopters, and possible commer­
cial partnership if wanted.
Contact Dennis Barygin, 197022 St Petersburg, 
Kamennoostrovsky pr44.b-12, Russia; tel: +7- 
812-230-8654; fax: +7-812-542-6570.

NEW FAI PRESIDENT
Norwegian Parachutist Eilif Ness, FAI Presi­
dent was elected on the 14th October 1994 at 
the federation’s annual general conference at 
Antalya, Turkey. This is the first time any para­
chutist has held the highest post in the sport 
aviation world.

Eilif Ness is best known for serving as IPC Presi­
dent from 1991 to 1993. Before that, he was Nor­
way’s delegate to the IPC for 20 years, serving as 
the first chairman of the (then) RW subcommittee 
from 1972 to 1981. As subcommittee chairman, 
he was instrumental in getting IPC to accept for­
mation skydiving as a competition form (10-way 
speed star) introducing together with BJ Worth, 
the concept of sequential formation skydiving.
During his skydiving career, Eilif Ness was 
team captain of the Norwegian National RW 
team from 1971 to 1975, including the 10-way 
speed star team Polar Bears, bronze winners 
at the 1st Europa Cup in Innsbruck in 1974 and 
participants in the 1st World Parachuting Cham­
pionships in Warendorf, Germany, in 1975.

COMIC RELIEF
Skydivers with not enough to challenge their 
brain cells during the winter months may like 
to think up silly things to do on Red Nose Day, 
March 17th 1995.
In nine years, Comic Relief has raised an 
amazing 92 million for projects helping to 
house the homeless, immunise children 
against potentially fatal diseases, provide 
clean water in remote areas and help disabled 
people fight for their rights. Help goes to the 
poorest people in the UK and in Africa.
This year the aim is to top 1993’s sum of 18 
million plus to take the total past 100 million. 
The organisers say Think big, think fun and 
think early! Would -  be nude skydiving gorillas 
should send an A4 SAE (two first class 
stamps) to Debbie Adams, Comic Relief, 
Room D115, Sulgrave House, 1 Woodger 
Road, London W12 8QT.
Word in the Media suite says Get off your butt 
and DO IT SOON, DUDES!!! (sorry, thought I 
was George for a moment.)

5,000 JUMPS
Congratulations to Jane Buckle who com­
pleted her 5,000th parachute descent at Head- 
corn Parachute Club on the 31st July 1994. 
Jane is the first British woman to achieve this 
number of jumps (we believe).

Tel: 0622 890967
MBIOSIS SUITS *

Fax: 0622 891236 The Airfield, Headcom, Kent, TN27 9HX. England.

Friends keep asking us "when are you going to do 
a new Ad?" "It's been years" they say-
Well they're right! But only because we've been so busy with the 
high demand for SYMBI JUMPSUITS and WARMWEAR, that our 
priority has been to give our customers top service, and fast * „ 
delivery, and not spend our time on Advertising. p ^
Anyway - to please our friends - here it is I

D e c /J a n  1995 SPort
Parachutist
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WORLD CUP  -  NO BRIT TEAM!
The World Cup, which is the “Off Year” 
World Meet, was held in Spain at 
Ampuria, 23rd Sept onwards. Making the 
trip from the UK to compete at world level 
were... that’s right dude, there were no 
Brit teams. Let me say again: “No British 
team, 4-way or 8- way. ” Now that may not 
be a big deal to you, but the four of us 
who were there (arriving too late to en­
ter as a 4-way) got nothing but hassle 
from the rest of the world as to where 
our national teams were, the answers we 
gave cut no ice with them. No national rep­
resentation at a comp of this level is dis­
gusting!! (oh if this were not a family mag!) 
The other nations could not believe the 
answers that we gave them as to the ab­
sence. Something needs to be done here. We 
must represent ourselves. It doesn’t 
matter to the competitors whether we are 
on the podium (within reason) so long 
as we are there!

Did you know that you don’t have to be 
a champ to go to the World Cup and get 
a buzz from competing at such an event? 
Call the BPA for details of how you can 
represent your country, and let’s not al­
low this sorry state to happen again. The 
Face that British competition skydiving 
lost in Spain this year will take some get­
ting back!

FRENCH & USA KICK A **!
The USA won the 4-way at the above 
event, having scored a scorching 29 
points in time on round two. This round 
was a classic for the sceptics, nearly ran­
dom, just up their street. This is a new 
world record. And Mark Kirby, ex- Cark 
jumper, is on the team! See, you north­
ern jumpers have got it. Nice One, Mark. 
This is the first time the French have lost 
for a long time. There were about 4 points 
in it at the end of round 10.

The French 8-way won their event by a 
staggering 28 points! This is the biggest 
victory margin ever in a world comp. 
They were very fast and very clean and 
no busts. The Knights, as usual, had 
changed someone just before the meet. 
They always do this, but they suffered at 
least two busts. They were not up to the 
French, by a massive amount; they have 
a lot of work to do before Gap in ’95 and 
that is going to be some battle. Be there!

SIBSON ’95
What’s going down at Sibson next year? 
Well they have a Turbolet permanently 
based there from April onwards. The new 
runway is to be opened in the spring, and 
this will alleviate the need to take off to­
wards those trees that grow higher each 
year.

The Nationals will be held there again 
with the ’Let as the ship. Stuart & Alex 
are running a Sit School using Airtime

Design’s double-winged suit and the aim 
is to be relative in any attitude! (no bad at­
titudes!) Load organisers trained by these 
two will be on hand to guide you.

June will see a freestyle seminar with a big 
name coming in for it (this has yet to be 
confirmed). After a horrible year Skydive 
Sibson’s back for ’95 with a vengeance.

AIRWAVES LA ROCHE  -  

NOT MUCH DOSH!
Rod Batholomew has set up an English- 
speaking skydiving club at La Roche Sur 
Yon, on the west coast of France. They 
have a Turbolet 410 which will take Brits 
to 13k for only £10.00! AFF, raps, tandem, 
FS instruction are available and they have 
great catering and accommodation, too.

La Roche is to be the venue for next year’s 
French nationals, and is the preferred train­
ing site for the French B Team, who aver­
aged 10 jumps a day on three camps last 
year! Rod told WoTS that the 40 Brits who 
went last year had a wicked time. Call 
Airwaves on 01-322 557375.

NEW DUDES FOR SWARD
Right, if you were thinking of applying to 
Sward for the jobs advertised in the last 
issue of SP, stop! The slots were filled very 
rapidly, and they now have Andy Mihalop, 
who is ex-Royal Green Jackets, running the 
accessory side of the show. Andy did AFF 
with Pete Allum & Kevin Hardwick, and is 
a bit of an ankle, but very enthusiastic. Allan 
Hewitt has taken on the rigs, canopies side 
and that is being run from his base at Al­
dershot. So it’s biz as usual for Sward Sky 
Gear. Call ’em on 0793 772323.

ISRAELI RALLY BOOGIE
Sky Club, the skydiving centre of Israel, 
invites you to try skydiving over Israel. The 
event will combine jumping over some 
wicked scenery, and some ground-based 
tours of historical sites and Holy Cities, and 
a jump into the Dead Sea, the lowest place 
on earth 400ft bgl! There are 4 dates of 9 
days available in ’95 and the cost is $1500 
per jumper, $1400 per non jumper. This in­
cludes almost everything, including jumps. 
Sounds like a cool holiday. Call WoTS for 
details 0788 860882.

BAT WING
The BatWing is the latest canopy to be 
produced by Precision Aerodynamics Inc. 
from the States. The release of this wing 
has been awaited for a long time. They 
wanted to release it on Halloween '93, but

it was not ready. Now it is! It comes in 
sizes: 98,116,134,153,&171 sq ft.

“The BatWing is a design of which I am 
immensely proud, it goes beyond the 
realm of elliptical and approaches the out­
rageous.!" said George Galloway, the de­
signer. “The BatWing is a high speed 
aerofoil, and it will screw you all the way 
into the planet if your control input dic­
tates! This canopy will obediently and 
rapidly obey, without regard to the con­
sequences -  For experienced skydivers 
only. Sounds awesome to me. If you 
want one, call TSE on 0262 678299.

1995 FS CHALLENGE
Pete Allum has put together a Formation 
Skydiving Challenge. This is a “postal” 
meet. The brief details were given to 
WoTS by Stuart Meacock and run as fol­
lows. Two dives will be drawn from the 4- 
way pool and these will be published at 
the beginning of the month. The “com­
peting team” will then have until the end 
of the month to submit a video of the two 
dives. This will be judged and the win­
ners announced. You can cheat (prac­
tice!) as much as you want and, obviously, 
the teams who turn the most win! Call 
Pete / Free Fall Co for details on 0832 
280055.

FREESTYLE WIN
This year eight skydivers from Centro 
de Paracaidismo made the trip to the 
World Freestyle Championships at Eloy, 
Arizona. The event was won for the sec­
ond time by Marco Manna & Bruno 
Brokken. The pair have entered the 
champs three times now and have two 
victories, and one second place (the 
second place was a surprise as they got 
best individual & best camera). Viveanne
& Siarel (we call him Charles) came sec­
ond in Sky Surf. All eight achieved per­
sonal bests or came home with the 
hardwear. Good Show.

STUART & ALEX GET 12TH AT
WORLDS

The Meacock family are at it again. Stuart
& Alex left Sibson to compete at the 1995 
World Freestyle Championships, and 
came home with a result to be proud of, 
twelfth. This is excellent as they have only 
recently started this game -  Alex is the 
camera man and Stukins on the tumbling. 
See the video at Sibson this year. Well 
done dudes, you kicked it.

SKYDIVE “U ” AND PDF
Tim Moran, who runs Skydive U at 
Langar, is to receive more sponsorship 
from Parachutes De France in the form 
of Atoms, Minimax reserves, Merit mains 
and Cypres AADs. This equipment will be 
available free for use by AFF grads and 
SU students.

c port
Parachutist

D e c / Jan 1995
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Tim told WoTS that the student need 
only bring a jumpsuit & footwear. 
Cool & Groovy Fridges with air to air 
communications, altimeters, rigs and 
coach-worn, chest-mount video will 
all become available as the season 
progresses. Fancy a bit of that? Call 
Tim on 0992 715859 for more details.

SYMBI SPONSOR THAT THE 
WRITER’S FORGOT

It was drawn to WoTS attention that 
the successful g ir ls ’ attem pt at 
Langar (WoTS, last issue) also had 
a tad of sponsorship from Symbio­
sis Suits, although everybody who 
wrote about the event forgot to men­
tion this fact. Symbiosis Suits, tel: 
0622 890967.

SEE YA LATER DUDES
Chris Lynch & Jenny have left 
Headcorn, where Chris ran Slip­
stream Adventures AFF School off 
to the sunnier climes of the USA. 
They called WoTS from Heathrow to 
say “Goodbye to all our pals; and take 
care”. Nice one, Guys, stay cool.

COOL ROO RETURNS
Derro Armstrong, who unfortunately damaged 
his neck and had to pull out of MindGames, 
has had an op on his neck and is now back in 
the air again. His first jump was in Gap with 
“Cool Cat” , George and “Cool Chick”. He had 
lots of fun, and “burned” us on the 540s, 
much to our shame, but you should have 
seen his face on the way up! Well done, Roo; 
to use your words: “Hey, man -  jus’ F.... 
skydive!”

JIM IN RESIDENCE
Jim Parsons, the DJ/skydiver, has been given a 
regular gig at Weirton Manor night club very near 
Headcorn. He will play there on the first Satur­
day of each month starting 4th February. So if 
you fancy a bit of ravin’, go skydiving at Headcorn 
on those weekends. Wave your hands...

WEDDING BELLS
Moley (ex-Sibson) is to marry an American 
called Chantel, whom he met while ensconced 
at Perris. They have been living together for 
some time and he popped the Q mid-Novem­
ber. Chantel is very pretty, with hair down to 
her bum! Yahoo Moley, best wishes to you both 
and where’s my invite you ...

SPAIN XMAS, and 95 AGENDA
The Boogie will run this year from 16th 
December to 6th January. Planes are: 
two Twin Otters, two Porters and one 
or two Skyvans. Load organisers will 
come from three countries; George & 
Dave Morris are the Brit contingent. It 
sure beats Christmas at home.

The DZ is open from 18th February ’95 
(a fte r the post-Xm as boogie shut 
down). Aircraft will be a Pilatus & Twin 
Otter. Marco Manna will be running a 
freestyle School, and there w ill be 
Chute Yer Knees plus Sky Surf semi­
nars. The World POPS Meet is to be 
held here on 20th September. Con­
tact them on the following number for 
more info! 010 3472 450111.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:

LIFE’S TOO LONG ...NOT TO HAVE 
ANY FUN!

Call or fax your words to George 
on 0788 860882, go on, do it now!

CORRESPONDENCE
PRAISE WHERE IT’S DUE

Dear Ola,
It has com e to my attention that a  certain m em ber our 
members o f  the BPA Council have m ade some unfair com ­
ments on the level o f  instruction British students are re­
ceiving from  Flagler Aviation A F F  courses. I  started sky­
diving in July last year follow ing a tandem jum p with Chris 
Lyall, who in my opinion is an excellent instructor. A fter 
thirty-one jum ps and twelve crazy five-second delays I 
decided enough was enough. M y problem  stem m ed from  
my work which entails me being away fo r  a month at a 
time, which made regular jum ping out o f  the question, this 
was com pounded by the British weather, needless to say 
progress with m y chosen sport was slow to say the least.

I  fina lly  decided to do something about it and scanned  
your m agazine fo r  an A F F  course in the USA where it 
seem ed reasonable to expect the weather a t least to be on 
m y side. A s ever price was a regulating factor, but luckily 
I  cam e across a  course which seem ed to be right fo r  me. 
The ad  went something like this:

Are you having trouble getting o ff  student status? YES 
Tired o f  waiting on good weather? YES 

Tired o f  jum ping outdated equipment? YES 
So it was that I  decided on F lagler Aviation. I  thought 
to myself, who better to  teach m e bu t the co-developer  
him self! I  arrived  on a M onday m orning and  m et Rocky 
Evans a nd  his crew. He took great interest in m y prob­
lem and  then sa id  leave it to m e I ’m  gonna sort you  
out!! S tra ight away I  could fe e l my confidence rising. It 
was a great feeling . Rocky and  his crew proved  to be 
excellen t instructors w ith  grea t em phasis  on safety. 
Safety was paramount. I  wasn't even allowed in the plane  
until m y d irt dives were perfect.
I  w ent through the course with only one re-jump which 
was level three, the reason fo r  this being I  d idn ’t look at 
m y rip cord before I  pulled  which caused a slight fum ble. 
That m istake cost m e $60. Rocky shouted a t me on the 
d eck  Look and  identify before the pu ll Do it again!! Need­
less to  say I  d id n ’t m ake that m istake again. A fter every 
jum p  I  received a thorough de-brie f and  in turn Rocky de­
briefed his instructors. A fter three days o f  intensive in­
struction I  passed. I  cou ldn’t believe it!

I  had such a great time that in M ay I  w ent back again. The recep­
tion I  received was tremendous, it was like going back to a family. 
While I  was there this time, Rocky had a problem  student. He had  
already done two A F F  courses and fa iled  both. This guy couldn’t 
be left alone in the sky. He was one person who would never pass, 
even with R ocky’s instruction. Though he had spent a fortune do­
ing A F F  Rocky was not going to pass him, ju s t so he could come 
home to Britain and possibly kill himself.
I f  anyone out there is thinking o f  going  to the USA on A F F  I  can 
thoroughly recom m end Flagler Aviation. It is a great p lace and  
a great fam ily. M y thanks to Rocky, Mary, Cliff, Dan, B ill and  
John (video).
Your sincerely,
Ian Sheppard

NOT MANY PEOPLE KNOW THIS
Dear Ola,
Short but im portant note to a ll collegiate parachutists. In the long, 
tedious, and (so fa r  fo r  us) fru itless process o f  attempting to gain 
fu l l  recognition (and funding) fo r  parachuting as a sport, and not 
ju s t a stunt or a good time fo r  the few , I  stum bled across the fa c t  
that sport parachuting is not affiliated to the British Universities 
Sports Association (BUSA). “The what?  ... ”, I  hear you say. Yep, 
not even the BCPA knew about it.
Well, here’s the potential good news. I  have been told both by BUSA 
and the Treasurer o f  our Athletic Union that affiliation would mean 
that sport parachuting would be funded  in com petitions at na­
tional (and perhaps regional) level, in the same way as other m ain­
stream sports. This m ay mean two things:
(a) Our existing nationals/regionals (note the plural!) could be sub­
sidised by BUSA (I have been told, on good authority, to the tune of: 
transport costs; halfboard  accommodation; and entry fees);
(b) The establishment o f  a  separate national or regional com peti­
tion under BUSA subsidisation.
E ither way, affiliation would give sport parachuting:
(a) Recognition, and therefore a better chance o f  being funded  in 
the scramble fo r  money at the start o f  term;
A new independent source o f  funding  other than your own Univer­
sity sports budget. I f  we jum p  to it (excuse the pun) it seems there’s 
m oney to be had!

What do we need to do?
What BUSA needs are requests fo r  affiliation from  all university

clubs. Nothing can be done fo r  this current year (apparently 
because o f  organisational changes, BUSA have sa id  to them ­
selves that no affiliations will be enacted upon in the year  94- 
95), but affiliation is a possibility fo r  95-96.
Guys and  Gals write to the fo llow ing address: The British  
Universities Sports Association, Suite 36, London Fruit E x­
change, Brushfield Street, London. E l  6EU, Tel: 0171 357  
8555 Do it now.

A ll you need to  say is that your University parachuting club  
wants to be affiliated and to partake in any national/regional 
com petitions they organise and fu n d  - sim ple as that. E-mail 
me i f  you have a problem.

Blues skies and good dives!
Ian Robert Douglas B10492, Northumbria University, 
e-mail: I.R.Douglas@ncl.ac.uk
PS Hello to Chris, and everyone a t Topcliffe! (especially Kev, 
our favourite  -  pisspot, I  mean -  pilot).

3D FALLING IN THE FRAME
Dear Ola,
I am  writing to you hoping that there m ay be a cameraperson  
ou t there reading this who wants to fi lm  freestyle  and become 
part o f  a  serious freestyle  team.
O ver the past fe w  years I  have been learning freestyle. M uch  
o f  this has been self-taught, but recently I  have had some pro­
fessiona l coaching. This coaching is only available abroad  
and therefore I have not been a regular jum per in Britain, 
which is why I  am using the correspondence column to f in d  a 
cameraperson/team member.
I f  there are any British people interested in learning/improv­
ing their freestyle camerawork, while I  improve my freestyle I 
would be p leased  to hear from  you. U ltimately I would like to 
fo rm  a team with the intention o f  entering competitions which 
are springing up everywhere (hopefully here in Britain too?). 
D o n ’t worry i f  you ’re not the best cam eraperson in the world. 
I  would still like to hear from  you. Considering freestlye is 
still in i t ’s infancy, an enthusiasm to learn new techniques, is 
the way ahead!
Interested, phone Russell 081 572 6664.
Blue skies and 3D  falling,

Russell Pullan D8021

D e c /J a n  1995 S P o rt
Parachutist
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CORRESPONDENCE
LET’S DO IT

Dear Ola,
I  read Lesley G ale’s article (August ’94) with 

interest. Here are my thoughts on the possibility o f  a 
national freestyle competition. Firstly, many people in 
B rita in  show  an in te re s t in fre es ty le , b u t are  
discouraged by the lack o f  any clear objectives. This 
would change i f  there was a competitive framework -  
a formalised pool o f  figures gives positive aims to 
competitors and fu n  jumpers alike.

Secondly, a competition at national level need not, 
at first, be used as world team selection, but would 
nevertheless give m om entum  to freesty le  in this 
country. I PC rules need not be used i f  they don't suit 
the occasion. The overall standard may not be very 
high, but it might ju st give encouragement to those with 
potential. I f  successful, then 1996 might see a more 
serious competition to select a national team.

Thirdly, it could be a postal competition in the first 
year. This would reduce the financial burden (judges’ 
expenses and host club’s outlay) which, it seems, is the 
main obstacle. Teams would submit a videotape within, 
say, a month o f  publication o f  the compulsory moves 
(the pool would have to be published much earlier). 
They could choose the aircraft and background, and 
the weather couldn 't interfere. Cheating wouldn 't be a 
problem -  there's no such thing as a bust. Rifle clubs 
have been holding competitions by post fo r  decades -  
believe it or not, they send you a target and you send it 
back with holes in it! A national competition doesn 't, 
at this stage need to be as serious as the formation 
skydiving nationals, and the BPA has nothing to lose. 
Let's do it.

Soft landings,

Eno

ACCIDENT REPORTS
Dear Ola,

On the debate about accident statistics and their 
reporting. O f course there is a need fo r  accident 
statistics to be published -  but please let's have relevant 
information at the right time in the right place. I really 
don't need to know how many one-off firs t time jumpers 
have sprained an ankle. What I  do need though is 
inform ation that is relevant, open and tim ely -  
information with meaningful content that will allow me 
to make informed decisions, especially where safety is 
concerned. While not wishing to capitalise on the 
misfortune o f  someone else, i f  something has gone 
seriously wrong out there, I ’d  like to know about it so 
that my fa te does not rest on ignorance o f  the avoidable. 
And i f  some DZs have a poor safety record, please tell 
me about it; at least then I  can exercise choice.

As fo r  where accident reports should appear, well, 
fo r  me the magazine is not the right place. I f  I  meet 
people who show an interest in the sport, I  usually try 
to do a bit o f  PR and pass on a recent issue o f  the 
magazine. Typical response is a fascination with the 
pho tography and  surprise  tha t the sport is so 
widespread. The one thing that would stop me passing 
on a magazine would be fu ll accident reporting. It 
would be all too easy fo r  people not involved in the sport 
to read accident or fatality reports out o f  context with 
little or no understanding o f  the sport, with the obvious 
outcome. This then seems to be about getting the right 
balance in meeting the needs o f  the people in the sport.

In many respects what we have now on accident 
reporting is not fa r  o ff  the mark. Personally, I would 
like to get faster feedback on accident statistics without 
them being buried in the minutes o f  meetings held back 
in the mists o f  time. I would also like to understand why 
the need fo r  factual information is subject to such tight 
restrictions. Please can we do something that will help 
to keep people in the sport well informed with current 
information, do something that will keep safety issues 
prominent, and do something that will put accident 
s ta tis tic s  in to  p e rsp e c tiv e  w ithou t them  being  
sensationalised. But, please, not in the magazine. 
Sincerely,

G eoff Evans D8537

BEER’S ON ME!
Dear Ola,

As is so often the case at the end o f  the season, I ’m 
putting pen to paper, or more appropriately power to 
the wordprocessor, to express my gratitude to the 
people who made this season rather exceptional.

After a long lay-off (nearly two years), and having 
achieved Cat 6 /7 1 decided to go fo r  it and give it all I 'd  
got, mainly because one day I  had made a promise to 
a very good friend! The ever so welcoming London 
Parachute School, with whom I  spent many a season in 
years gone by, took me back on board.

Work started under the watchful eye o f  Chris 
Francis CCI, a real psychologist, in fa c t I needed a 
psychologist more than a parachute instructor!

Et voila, so many jum ps later, Cat 8 at last.
The London Parachute Club is as advertised, small but 

very friendly. There is a distinct family spirit. The scenery 
around the place, both from the air and the ground, is 
superb. I  would normally drive fo r  1 hour through country 
lanes before reaching the place early in the morning, at 
sunset a few  o f  us would enjoy the last o f  the sunshine, having 
spent a marvellous day in the fields. The sky-diving is one 
thing but the feel and the atmosphere is another.

So to Dick Barton, Chris, Pat, Val, Derk, Steve and 
all others whom I  might have forgotten, thank you.

By the way, I  have not deserted Lewknor. I ’m a few  
miles nearer Oxford working on my Cat 9, where I 
receive excellent WARP tuition fro m  m y fr ien d  
Bernard, and all coaching is done in French. Thanks 
again to all at LPS. See you in 1995.

Paul D8990

IN DUBLIN’S FAIR CITY
Dear Ola,

On a cold and miserable Friday night, 6 o f  us from  
the Scottish Parachute Club joined the international 
skydiving jetset by flying o ff to foreign lands fo r  the 
weekend. H alf an hour later we arrived at Dublin 
airport, an airport colder and more miserable than the 
one we had just left. The weather went unnoticed, 
however, com pared with the warm reception we 
received from the 8-strong welcoming committee. No 
sooner had we arrived than we were bundled into cars 
and driven to the nearest pubfor ourfirst taste o f  the local 
swally. At closing time (some 2 minutes after w e’d  
arrived), we were taken direct to a party. Not a bad start.

Our hosts were regulars from  the Irish Parachute 
Club, who ensured the weekend continued in this vein, 
by hosting, chauffering, entertaining, feed ing  & 
watering us until it was time to fly  back to work, on 
Monday morning -  slightly dazed but otherwise OK. As 
well as this we also managed a staggering 3 jumps each.

The IPC is located near a small village, whose name 
is impossible to spell, but is pronounced something like 
“Clan Bollocks ”. The weather is crap, and the D Z is built 
on one gigantic sheep shit, which rapidly transfers itself 
to everything not wrapped in cellophane. Especially i f  it’s 
a white jump suit. But the atmosphere o f  the place and the 
friendliness o f  the people are something not to be missed. 
I f  you ’re lucky you might even jump.

See you in January.

Dave Connolly D8738.

BPA INSURANCE
Dear Ola,

I  read Dave Hickling’s letter regarding Langar's 
tandem fatality with great interest. A  few  points. 1. The 
general level o f  insurance premiums may have been 
rising but the most significant factor affecting the 
BPA's insurance increases is that our insurer made a 
significant loss on its BPA policy (ie. its policy payouts 
exceeded its policy premium). 2. Was there indeed an 
insurance payout resulting from  this double fatality? I f  
so, on what grounds and how much? 3. I as a council 
m em ber was not even aware that the H SE had  
provided a report on this incident, let alone seen it. 
Yours sincerely,

Kevin Hughes P4718

RECORD BREAKERS
Dear Ola,

Through the pages o f  S P 1 would like to say a “big 
thank you ” and “see, I said you could do it and now 
yo u ’ve done it!” You achieved two new records in one 
day and an unofficial 48-way the next; the team-work, 
atmosphere, dedication and commitment were second 
to none. Basically thank you all fo r  making it happen 
in such a spectacular way.

We must not forget that i f  Dave and Angela Hickling 
had not taken it on, all your excitement, support and 
anticipation would have gone to waste. So a huge thank 
you to Dave and the Langar sta ff who made us all 
welcome, the pilots fo r  doing a most excellent and 
demanding job  and “staying ” to the Sunday afternoon.

We all appreciated the great camera and associated 
work carried out by John Drew, Martin Wright and 
Laurent the m ad Frenchman. By the way I  hope you  
guys have mended your arms after hanging on to the 
Let 410!

Last but not least a big hand to Alexis Perry fo r  
whipping the girls into shape very professionally, with 
great tact and sensitivity, thus organising your new 
records to great success.

I  know the thank yo u ’s seem to go on and on, but they 
have to be said. Without everybody pulling together, 
these records would ju st not have happened So in that 
vein I  think there will be quite a few  more names added 
to the list fo r  the next British W omen’s Formation 
Skydiving Record, especially with everybody having 
such fun  and fantastic vibes. I  fee l I  am probably right 
in saying that there are a few  girls out there who fee l 
they missed out on something. We must not forget to 
say “Well done and good effort, guys” to Darryl, 
George and the 60 guys fo r  their new British Formation 
Record, which looked a peach from  the ground when it 
was held fo r  so long.

So girls, until next time (and further readings from  
Cosmopolitan by John, “How to look after your man... ”) 
when we meet altogether again, maybe a 65-way? 
Something fo r you to think about heh? Let me know.

Thanks again.

Adrian Thornton D 2819

WINE AND ROSES...
Dear Ola,

It was with great interest and agreement that I read 
Martin Lyster’s article in the October mag. I  believe he 
has hit the nail on the head regarding the B PA ’s 
attitude towards its financing. When subscription leaps 
by some 30% and inflation is generally around 3%  in 
one year som ething is wrong! With a dwindling  
membership and the B PA ’s insistance on alienating the 
over 4 0 ’s by having the added cost o f  a fu ll medical 
forced on them annually, it will only fa ll even further in 
the coming two or three years. What next, another 30%  
increase taking the subscription to almost £70.00? 
Remember that not all BPA members are wealthy, but 
ordinary working lads and lasses (and some that don ’t 
have the luxury o f  working!) with all the various 
commitments to meet before those fe w  extra pounds are 
spent on their chosen sport. I know that quite a fe w  are 
creaking under the weight o f  hay bales and that final 
straw isn ’t too faraw ay! Insurance costs have spiralled 
upwards and no doubt will continue to do so.

Surely it must come to a point where insurance must 
be levied on a per jum p basis after a basic minimum  
premium per member. We need to get our finances 
sorted out internally and look at every avenue including 
the funding o f  teams to the World Meets, maybe by 
chasing sponsorship fo r  the teams, wages, expenses 
etc.

I ’m not too sure about M artin’s vision o f  a European 
Parachute Association as saviour, as experience with 
our European business partners in Brussels hasn’t 
exactly been cost effective over the last twenty years! 
The days o f  wine and roses are over, get in the real 
world or the BPA will go the same way as the Dodo...

Mai Harrison D5869

SPcrt
Parachutist

D e c /J a n  1995



Ctare has moved AHEAD

FOR 1994, now manufacturing
custom made ........................
Hand made in the finest 
leather with FAXTEX FASTENER 
and optional dytter holes and patterned lining.

Like the top Military Teams and Individuals, choose your skydiving wear 

from the A ,  ^

/7/A bare'
JUMPSUITS

?A AN

A
POLYCOTTON, RW, STYLE OR PERSONAL CAMERA AND WARMWEAR

For information on..........  JUMPSUITS,
FRAP HATS, RIGS 

DRAG BAGS
PACKING MATS

LOGBOOK HOLDERS............  In fact

“ALL YOUR SKYDIVING NEEDS” . . .  plus 

KIT INSPECTION /  REPACK, REPAIR AND SERVICE.

Phone or write to NICK JOHNSTON
(BPA Adv Rigger /  Inst /  APT /  Tandem)

c /o  EAST LEYS FARM ^ .
GRINDALE For- • GUARANTEE
BRIDUNGTON WORKMANSHIP
EAST YORKSHIRE PRICE
Y 016 4YB STYLE /  FIT
Tel: 0262 677367 QUALITY /  SERVICE

0262 606725

'CYPRES' now available and fitted to all types of kit FREE.
Fitting and kit inspection by advanced rigger (CYPRES APPROVED). 

Please ring for competitive prices and delivery time (LIMITED STOCK).

■ c S o u x a s . iJ n c .

Performance Designs 
and Vector Specialists

Largest PD Inventory in the World!

Phone (904) 734-8888 
Fax (904) 734-8530

P.O. Box 484, Deland, Florida 32721 USA 
Shipping: 1665 N. Lexington #101, Deland, Florida 32724 USA

P h o en ix /Z -H ills  P arachute C entre  
1994/5 Schedule of Events

OCTOBER 28-30  
NOVEMBER 07-13  
NOVEMBER 12-15 
NOVEMBER 17-28 

17-18 
19-20 
21 -23 
24-26  
26TH

DECEMBER 10 - JAN 2 
DECEMBER 24 - 25 
DECEMBER 25 
DECEMBER 31 
JANUARY 14,15,16 
JANUARY 21-22 
FEBRUARY 18,19,20 
MARCH 4-5 
MARCH 25-APRIL 1 
APRIL 1-16 
APRIL 10,11,12 
APRIL 14-15 
APRIL 15

7TH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN BOOGIE 
FALL RW TRAINING CAMP
RW SEMINAR AND COACHING BY MARK HEWITT 
26TH ANNUAL TURKEY MEET 

PRACTICE 
8-WAY
16 AND 20-WAY 
10-WAY
AWARD NIGHT 

CHRISTMAS BOOGIE 
CHRISTMAS SCRAMBLES 

PRIZES 
BAND

STRONG TANDEM CERTIFICATION COURSE 
MUFF BROTHERS 4-WAY 
STRONG TANDEM CERTIFICATES COURSE 
3RD ANNUAL MUFF BROTHERS 4-WAY MEET 
SPRING RW CAMP 
30TH EASTER BOOGIE 
7TH ANNUAL 20-WAY SEQUENTIAL 
10TH ANNUAL SPEED 40-WAY 
AWARDS NIGHT

Airmasters Parachute School, Inc.
■ Tandem  Jum ps and AFF Instruc tion  all year long
■ Call fo r  ap po in tm en ts  and rates

Our Load Organisers jump Performance Design 
canopies. Javelin containers and Bev jumpsuits. 
W e thank them for their continuous support.

Phoenix/Z-Hills Parachute Centre
P.O. Box 1889, Zephyrhills, FI 3 3 539
Tel (813) 788-5591 ■ Fax (813) 783-1339

c port
parachutist
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“P e o p l e  C a  t& e  d f e o n t . . .

CHRIS ALLEN

Age, m arital status, fa m ily  etc?
33 years o ld , s ing le  (open to 
offers!), no children that I know of.

Job description?
C hief In s tru c to r  w ith the Red 
Devils.

Time in sport, qualifications?
Started sport parachuting in 1981(13 
years), BPA AFF, Tandem , 
Advanced Instructor and Examiner.

Jum ps, m alfunctions, person a l kit 
(past and presen t)?
5000 skydives, 3 malfunctions, I did 
12 intentional cutaways while mak­
ing a set of slides for my advanced 
rating.
I started skydiving on a TAP then 
moved on to a PC on jo ining the 
Red Devils. My first Ram Air jump 
was on a Strato Cloud which was 
contained in a Wonderhog with a 
Tricon Reserve. After this I jumped 
a Unit 200, GQ 236, GQ Raider, 
Sim oon, Fury, W ildfire, PD170, 
Sabre 135 m ains. A fter the 
Wonderhog I used a GQ system 3, 
Chaser, Talon, 1 pin Teardrop and 
Vector.
When jumping with the Red Devils 
I use a Sabre 135 in a Vector or a 
PD 193 in a Talon. Currently my 
personal gear is Sabre 135 in a 1 pin 
Teardrop with a Micro 150 Reserve.

Com petition experience, m edals, 
team s?
I first started competing in 1983 and 
have won a series of medals along 
the way. The highlights for me over 
the years have been representing 
Great Britain in 8-way at the World 
Meet in 1991. The trip was paid for 
m ostly by the team , but I would 
have parted with anything to go. 
The atmosphere was intense and I 
found it to be a great experience, 
one that I long to repeat.

g jp j l

Cool & groovy Chris!

In 1993 I was team captain of the 
Red Devils 4-way team who became 
national cham pions. W inning the 
nationals was a first for the Red 
Devils.
Three days after the nationals the 
team was split up, with three mem­
bers going back to display team 
mode. Military shit happens I sup­
pose!

M ost m em orable skydive (good or 
bad)?
I have had many memorable sky­
dives. Among them have been one 
of the first 2-point 45-ways at Z- 
Hills; a 70-way room dive with the 
Golden Knights (I was in one of the 
rooms); a 16-way cloverleaf dive 
with the French National 4 and 8- 
way teams; round 1 of the world 
meet in 8-way; docking eighth on 
the present British 8-way speed star 
record, held at 7.62 seconds (very 
apt for a military team). I have done 
a lot of high calibre 4-way dives and 
could not choose one in particular 
above the rest. On the bad side it has 
to be going low on Tony Butler dur­
ing an AFF evaluation dive.

Favourite D Z  (British an d  w orld­
wide)?
1 have jumped at most clubs in the 
UK and think they all have some­
thing special about them, be it the

people that jum p there or the way 
the centre is run. When not jumping 
with the team I spend most of my 
time at Netheravon with the occa­
sional visit to Sibson. My favourite 
DZs abroad are DeLand in USA and 
Gap in France.

D o you  have an am bition?
I have lived my life pursuing vari­
ous goals. Next year I am leaving 
the army to study for a degree in 
leisure management. At some time 
in the future I would like to compete 
at a world meet again.

When not skydiving w hat do you  
do?
Most of my time is taken up with 
skydiving or some related subject. 
Given a spare moment I do like to 
ride my motorbike, weight-train or 
read Dan Millman books.

I f  there was one person  in the  
sport who has influenced you, 
who w ou ld it be?
The late Tom P iras had a lo t of 
influence on the way that I skydive 
and teach. He had a way of getting 
the best out of a skydiver. This is 
something I can only hope to equal.

Persons or team  you  adm ire (past 
or presen t)?
Jerom e B unker, D an BC, Jack  
Jeffries , D ave A lexander, Jason 
G rim e, C h arlie  H artig an , D ave 
M itch e ll, John Sm yth , D ebbie 
Allum, Jackie Young, Rob Colpus, 
Tim Mace, The Golden Knights and 
The French 8-way team.

W here do you  see the sport is 
going, w hat w ou ld you  like to
see?
I can see the sport becoming even 
more com m ercialised than it is at 
present. With that com m ercialisa­
tion I believe that centres will have 
to present an even higher corporate 
image if they are to survive against 
other centres and adventure sports. 
Static line round parachuting will be 
taken over by RAPS and I expect 
that we will find it harder and harder 
to get decent insurance coverage for

~SSR
Parachutist D e c /J a n  1995
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a realistic price as the years go by.
I w ould  like  to see us having  a 
freestyle nationals, more coaching 
for up-and-coming skydivers, a sys­
tem like the Norwegians have for 
training and choosing 
their national team. It 
w ould  be good to 
keep our safety stan­
dards high and have 
more instructor semi­
nars.

W hat advice do you  
have f o r  up-and- 
com ing skydivers?
Be an inform ation
sponge, use a coach 
who w ill teach  and 
debrief you in a posi­
tive way.
Try not to put too 
m uch pressure on 
yourself: i t ’s OK to 
make mistakes. Most 
of all enjoy what you 
are doing, it will give you a far higher 
learning curve.

W hat is yo u r  favou rite  jo k e?
A man goes to his local club and 
finds he has to give a talk on any 
subject for five minutes. He elects

to spend five minutes talking on oral 
sex and manages to impress every­
one with his depth of knowledge on 
the subject. On returning home he 
decides he cannot tell his wife he

Chris wanted to be a biker when he grew up

has talked about oral sex and tells 
her that his lecture was on sailing. 
The next day his wife is out shop­
ping and bum ps into one of the 
women who had listened to the lec­
ture on oral sex, the woman con­
gratulates the wife on the wonderful

lecture her husband gave and how 
lucky she was to have him . The 
wife, finding this all very odd, tells 
the woman that she is very surprised 
because the first time he tried it he 

was sick and the sec­
ond time his hat blew 
off!!!

W hat i f  anyth ing  
winds you  up?
Negative people who 
always seek to com­
plain instead of find­
ing a positive solution 
and those who try to 
influence others for 
selfish reasons.
The BPA is not per­
fect by any stretch of 
the imagination, but it 
does w ind me up 
when people have 
tim e to sit at hom e 
and w rite le tte rs  of 

complaint, but do not 
have time to get them­

selves on to C ouncil where they 
could do something about their com­
plaints.

Compiled by Dave Mitchell 

N ext issue: Simon Ward

i  SYMBIOSIS SUITS
The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent, TN27 9HX 
Tel 0622 890967 Fax 0622 891236

*  UNDER-JUMPSUIT WARMWEAR
^  Highest thermal insulation, Lowest bulk 

Award winning MERAKLON fleece inner, 
Windproof, low bulk, outer shell.
“You don't have to choose between freezing to 
death, or lack of mobility when Skydiving „ 
during a European winter!”

Call or send for Brochure fjob

Dec /  Jan 1995 g**.....



The BPA: Insurance
At the last Council meeting, the Development Committee was asked by the BPA 
Chairman to look again at the question of levying the insurance premium from  
the membership. I have discussed the subject with several members at different 
parachute centres, and have produced this paper for consideration.

4  Is corporate insurance an advan­
tage? Should we get out of this 

process entirely, and require all 
clubs, centres and display teams 
(henceforth referred to as organisa­
tions), or even individuals, to arrange 
their own cover?
For:
• Corporate bargaining position;
• Central administration can monitor inci­

dents and claims and fight the BPA’s 
case with the Insurers and other bodies.

Against:
• Much reduced administrative effort by 

BPA office staff to obtain quotes;
• Much reduced effort in monitoring mem­

bership viz-a-viz insurance;
• Loss of corporate bargaining position
• Insurance companies can trade organisa­

tions off against each other and raise pre­
miums;

• Smaller organisations will probably find 
premiums too large for their cashflow 
and cause them to close down , therefore 
loss of opportunity to continue the sport;

• Individuals may not be able to get per­
sonal third party cover at the current £18.

O  Should we load those members of 
the parachuting community 

against whom the majority of claims 
are made? Historically the majority 
of claims are against students who hit 
things, display team members who 
hit/drop things, and students who 
claim against instructors. Taking 
these in turn:
STUDENTS:
For:
• One-off membership for students is an 

easy target;
• Small increase has big yield.
Against:
• Student insurance contribution on a jump 

per capita basis is already substantial — 
can we justify an increase;

• Although the insurance premium is not 
part of the DZ operators fee, it is an ele­
ment of calculation for the “local” course 
price — what can the market stand?

DISPLAY TEAM MEMBERS:
For:
• High-risk group, often sponsored, who 

are probably able to pay!
• Could aim at teams only, on registration;
• Could be levied on a per capita per dis­

play basis, ensuring those who do the 
most, pay the most;

• “Professional” teams are well-trained

and m otivated, and would probably 
attract a smaller premium in the open 
market, while smaller teams, who do 
fewer displays, would have less clout.

Against:
• High premiums will put many small dis­

play teams out of business, allowing 
rich/sponsored teams to thrive and the 
smaller teams to wither. Big shows will 
survive, small shows will wither;

• Discourage new teams to enter the dis­
play business, therefore denying the pub­
lic opportunities to observe and learn 
about our sport.

INSTRUCTOR LIABILITY:
For:
• Instructors have a big responsibility to 

get their information across correctly, 
and are liable individually if they err;

• Could be applied on a rating basis, the 
more ratings held, the higher the loading;

• Drop zone operators could be encour­
aged to pay the loadings for the 
Instructors who work for him?

Against:
• CCI’s are vulnerable to higher loading 

for all their ratings, and for the centres 
they run;

• Does not necessarily target the drop zone 
operator;

• Individual instructors may relinquish rat­
ings if not fully used, to avoid loadings;

•May discourage individuals from becom­
ing instructors in the first place.

O  Is there scope in applying the pre- 
^  mium on a jump per capita basis, 
across the membership, with a mini­
mum and maximum levels?

For:
• Those who do the most jumps, would 

pay the most insurance premiums;
• Those who do few jumps pay a great 

deal per jump for their membership;
• Setting an appropriate minimum will 

ensure a yield to budget.
Against:
• Those who do the most jumps are proba­

bly less likely to err, as they remain in 
practice;

• Those who do few jumps are potentially 
more vulnerable to error;

• Policing of minimum/maximum will be 
very difficult, as logging of jumps when 
no longer a student is not mandatory, and 
unscrupulous members would claim the 
minimum to reduce their commitment;

• The minimum level would have to be set 
to maintain income at the required bud­
get level.

^  Should we direct insurance loading 
^  directly at the drop zone operators?
For:
• Loading is placed at organisation level, 

and would be applied at a membership 
quota level.

Against:
• Continued stress on the resources of drop 

zones will cause some to become finan­
cially unviable, and therefore reduce 
opportunity to participate;

• M embership may be discouraged, to 
reduce loading.

I have tried to be objective about each 
of the questions I have discussed, with 
the intention o f encouraging debate on 
the subject.
I will lay my cards firmly on the table 
in that, having explored a ll these  
points, I believe the status quo is the 
fairest system: to apply the premium  
for all members.

Phil Gibbs

Page

A Great Bite with a Perfect Grip

In the U.K. available at:
Sward Sports Ltd 0793-772323 M a d e  in S w e d e n . Hanson Safety H B Box 1 0 8 ,2 3 6  2 3 , Hollviken, S w eden

The JACK Safety Knife is there to help 
you in case of entanglement or other 
unplanned situations.

• Used by NATO since 1983
• Dayglo yellow or black colour

•  Fast, good grip
•  N o  search for fingerholes
•  O n e  hand operation
•  Length increases your reach
•  Twin opposing blades cut better
•  Extra b lade set inside knife
•  The real safety knife

Dec I Jan 1934 yp'T
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POPS CORNER

POPS By the time you read this, autumn and Xmas will 
have passed yet again. But there’s the whole of ’95 to 
come and I wish you all a very happy New Year, with the 
promise of great meets and times ahead.

AGM: First, the BPA AGM which, as you know, will be 
held at the Forte Posthouse Hotel, Walsgrave, Coventry 
on 21st January 1995. The time will be 10.30 a m and, 
usually, concludes at about 13.30pm. POPS mini AGM 
will be held at approximately 14.30 pm in our own room 
kindly provided by the BPA. If you’re proposing to attend 
the BPA dinner, as many of us are, and would like to be 
on the POPS table, then please advise David Oddy of 
your membership.

1995 Meets: -  Provisionally speaking, the Meets 
programme for this year looks as follows:
April -  Cyprus (see below);
May 27/28/29- Black Knights Parachute Centre, 
Cockerham;
July 15/16- British Parachute School, Langar;
Sept 26/27/28/29 -  Centro de Paracaidismo, 
Ampuriabrava World Meet, Spain.

There happens to be a special planned in Cyprus 
between several Belgian and British POPS which will 
take place either the third or fourth week of April. If you’re 
feeling flush and not proposing to either go to the World 
Meet or stay over for a holiday, then Kingsfield, Cyprus 
could be for you. Contact either me, Michael Allum, our 
TOP POP, or direct to Michel Van Beirs on 010 32 58 
411468 for final dates and accommodation availability 
near Pergamos, Larnaca.

Many of us will be heading for Ampuriabrava and the 
numbers of jumpers could well exceed 300, the largest 
contingent coming from the USA. Local facilities will 
come under pressure even though late September is,

r  \

SKYDIVE THE WORLD
TRAINING CAMPS, FLIGHTS, CAR HIRE, BOOGIES 

CUSTOM SKYDIVING PACKAGES FOR AFF AND RAPS IN FRANCE/USA

CALL ALISON MAYO

JULIAN SNOW TRAVEL
7-9 UNION STREET 

STRATFORD UPON AVON 
WARKS CV37 6QT ( » )

\ I A T A /

TEL: 0789 261112 FAX: 0789 261113 
WEEKENDS TRY CALLING M IDLAND PARACHUTE CENTRE 0451 944449

generally, out of season. So, plan your thing and we’re 
here to help, but do please send an SAE if you want an 
accommodation list. All the arrangements are looking 
good and the Centre’s operator, Peter Jones, anticipates 
two Porters and an Otter. There will be the usual ‘ban­
quet’, probably under a giant marquee on the DZ etc and 
those of you who attended the meets in Australia and 
Florida will remember well the great atmosphere which 
prevailed throughout.

POP SHOP -  Some kit for sale includes: 3 GQ360s with 
round reserves all decked out in military containers and 
equipped for high altitude. Very little used, price negoti­
able, around £1,500 each.

282 Foil (6 jumps) with Swift reserve, in a black leather 
one pin Tear Drop. As new as you’ll ever get. £1,600. Call 
me on 081 392 9291 if interested.

A great welcome to new members William Gillan 
(POPS 624) of Aberdeen, Hugh Morrison (POPS 625) of 
Plymouth, Ian Nicholson (POPS 626) of Horsham, Terry 
Warby (POPS 627) of Sunderland, Krystyna Baxter 
(POPS 628) of Forfar, George Cross (POPS 629) of 
Billericay, Bob Parry (POPS 630) of the Black Knights 
Centre (guess who arranged Bob’s membership!), Tho­
mas Smith (POPS 631) of Edinburgh -  sorry I messed up 
your number Tom, Jan Winhede (POPS 632) of London 
W2, Heiko Eichen (POPS 633) of Holstein, Germany 
brother of Inger Allum, John Parker (POPS 634) of Great 
Eccleston.

This has been the best input of members in any two 
month period for some time, these delightful people exude 
great enthusiasm and include some big numbers jumpers 
whose presence, we hope, will be felt at Ampuriabrava 
next year.

Finally, for those of you who know Alicia Anderson (TOP 
POP USA) and USPA Director Pat Moorhead, a very 
active POPS jumper as well as a founder member of SOS 
(Skydivers Over Sixty) -  it will please you all to be advised 
that they plan to marry the weekend of 19th November, 
ten days from the date of writing this corner. By the time 
you read this the happy deed will be done. Join me in 
wishing them our heartfelt best wishes and considerable 
happiness always. See you at the AGM?

John Crowhurst Hon (Treas/Sec POPS UK)

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

___________. i i k . ____________

WEST • MERCIA
INSURANCE • SERVICES 
--------------------- --------------------------------------------------

High St., Wombourne, Nr Wolverhampton WV5 9DN 
Tel: 0902 892661
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Let’s start the New Year with the 
boss. TOP POP Michael Allum (POP 
252) and Inger Allum (POP 127). 
They won't mind if I add parents of 
you know who.

To anyone who knows Michael and 
Inger, it makes perfect sense that 
they first came into the sport via the 
smoke and chatter of a wine bar. A 
poster displayed on the wall extolled 
the highs of “doing a jump”. It 
seemed a good idea, so after a 
couple of glasses they signed up. 
Thus it was that back in 1977 they 
did their first jump course at Ipswich, 
with Val and Pat Slattery and a very 
young Chris Francis. And it came to 
pass that they were irrevocably 
hooked so to speak, spending 
endless weekends at jump centres 
working their way through the cat­
egory system. Inger was first to join 
(POP 127) and Michael took a little 
longer (POP 252). Although Inger is

no longer jumping, 
she’s still a drop 
zone addict, is as 
often on the scene 
as Michael, and is 
at present thinking 
of opening a 
weekend drop 
zone in Estonia.
Michael is still very 
much on the jump 
scene. They both 
enjoy the social 
side of POPS, the 
people, the travel­
ling. Inger with her 
Canon produced 
some of the meet 
pictures on this 
page, whilst 
Michael, having 
inherited the man- Mike and Inger Allum

tie of TOP POP, is looking forward to next year’s 3rd World 
Meet in Spain.

Trust them to find the blue skies!

FLAG LER AVIATION

H o m e o f ...  R o c k y  E v a n s - 2  X  W orld  C h am p ion , 3 X  N a tio n a l C h a m p io n  
T rey J o h n so n  - 2  X  N a tio n a l C h a m p io n  +  W orld  S ilv e r  M ed a lis t
HOME OF THE VAZER 16 PLACE TURBINE OTTER 

THE FINEST JUMPSHIP IN FLORIDA
Team coaching, Load organising, RW instruction, WARP instruction and AFF pre­
certification training available.

LEARN TO SKYDIVE - with Rocky Evans (co developer of the AFF program). We 
specialize in AFF with a 99% pass rate. Our gear is equipped with modern Ram-Air 
canopies, main and reserve. AFF course (7 levels) - Discount price of $895

(By appointment only)
LEARN TO FLY - in our Cessna 172 personalized one-on-one flight instruction. No 
prior experience necessary. Training fo r  as little as $2,200
After skydiving relax on the beach just minutes from the airport We’ re here for you.

F o r  T ra v e l in fo rm a t io n  
P a lm e r  T ra v e l L td  
P h o n e ( 0 3 8 4 ) 3 9 7 2 6 7  
F a x (0 3 8 4 ) 4 4 0 0 7 1

in th e  U K  c o n ta c t:
F o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm a t io n  c o n ta c t: 
F la g le r  A v ia tio n  Inc .
P O  B o x  1636
B u n n e ll ,  FI. 3 ?  1 1 0 -1 6 3 6  U S A  
P h o n e : 9 0 4 -4 3 7 -4 5 4 7  
F ax : 9 0 4 -4 3 7 - 1 0 0 4

o r  T e rry  W a rb y  
2 2 2  H ig h  S t,
W e s t S u n d e r la n d ,
S R I 3 D H
P h o n e : 091  5 6 7  8 0 8 0

S P o rt
Parachutist
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Proudly present ’’new” for 1995
Complete skydiving package holidays to suit you (4, 10 + 14 day holidays) with great 
adventures at bargain prices. Incorporating "Rosy" our very own Turbolet 410 at La Roche 
Sur Yon near the sunny west coast of France.

13,000ft skydives for £10!
We run AFF, RAPS and WARP courses with all types of jumping catered for from novice 
RW (FS) to serious team training. We have excellent facilities which will make your stay 
most enjoyable. 

Courses are run in accordance with the BPA Category system and Instructors are BPA 
approved.

We also offer great deals on parachute equipment (we jump what we sell!) Ring for a quote. 

For further details and prices call or fax "Rod Bartholomew" on 0322 557375 NOW

\ * y
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Skydiving in  the French Alps
For:-Full or Part AFF 

RAPS 
WARP 

Team Training 
Tandems 

Skysurfers & Skygods

Your Skydiving holidays includes accommodation, 
food, transport, experienced fully qualified 

Instructors ground-to-air video and most of all FUN!

Example Price: - Full AFF Course 
incl:- accommodation, food, 

transport etc... £1350.00

For more information call Laurence Rose on;

Phone/Fax:
(0622)730367 

or Mobile 
0850 211034 /

Centro de Paracaidismo Costa Brava 
Calendar of Events 94/95

17 Dec - 6 Jan Christmas Boogie
31 Dec 10 Way Speed Formation Competition

(3 rounds)
International Load Organisers 
Large Formation Skydives 
Prizes / Parties / Beer / Fun 

7 Jan-18 Feb Closed
18 Feb Open for 1995 season
25 Feb - 9 Mar Train in Spain

4 /8  Way / Coaching / Special Rates.
Take advantage of the Southern Climate 

6-16  Apr Easter Boogie
Load Organisers / Twin Otter / Pilatus 

Porter / Parties / Fun !!!
TBC Skydive University Coaching Seminar, with

Rob Laidlaw
6-13 May Marco Manna “Basic” Freestyle School

From just off AFF or just wanting to try 
Something new

* Twin Otter / Pilatus Porter / Team Rates / Block Discount / 
Coaching / Rigging Services / Gear Sales Shop / Packing Area 

/ Shaded Creeper Area / AFF / Tandem / WARP / Video 
Facilities / Bunkhouse / Hot Showers / Apartments & 

Camping within walking distance of DZ

Visa, Mastercard & Eurocheque accepted



A  WARNING
Skydiving is a 

high risk activity 
which may cause 

or result in 
serious injury 

or death

CYPRES
dramatically 

reduces this risk



Arrangements for the Annual General Meeting, the programme 
of supporting events and the annual dinner and disco, are com­
ing along well, and subject to final confirmation on The Day, 
when everyone will receive details of “What’s on and Where”. 
The programme will look something like this:

This will start at 10.30am, and be 
over by 12.30pm at the latest.

Immediately following the AGM, the thirsty among you can re­
tire to the hotel bar, where snacks will be available. The restau­
rant will also be open for those wanting something more sub­
stantial.

While you are eating/drinking your lunch, the newly elected Coun­
cil will be holding their brief inaugural meeting, the purpose of 
which is to appoint the main officers who will hold key posts 
within the Association for the next year.

These will start at 2.00pm, and various rooms 
have been reserved in which a series of talks and video presen­
tations will be held on the following topics:

Ram Air Progression System (RAPS): the APA’s experience.

The British Style and Accuracy Team’s China experience: 
you will have read Bob Card’s entertaining article in the maga­
zine -  now is the chance to see the video of the World Champi­
onships.

The World Championships in Canopy Formation held in Aus­
tralia this year. Hear how the Brits fared from a team member, 
and see the video of this event.

The RAFSPA 4-way team, selected to represent us at the 
1995 Formation Skydiving World Championships, will give pres­
entation entitled “4-way training tips and techniques”.

Hear all about Freestyle from an expert -  the latest of the 
recognised skydiving disciplines. The RAF will give a talk on 
their “specialised parachuting”.

Skydive University -  talk by Andy Allman.

Each of these sessions will last for approximately 1 hour, and 
the times will be staggered to allow people to attend more than 
one if they so wish.

The following meetings have also been arranged:

POPS meeting.

Judges’meeting. (If you are interested in learning more about 
judging or are considering taking up the art, then you will be 
more than welcome to attend).

Pilots’meeting.

During the day, there will also be displays of skydiving equip­
ment and “goodies” from various manufacturers.

This will be held at 7.30pm for 8.00pm.

This is an ideal opportunity for a social get-together with friends 
from your own Club -  let the BPA office know if you would like 
to reserve a Club Table.

Immediately following the Annual Dinner, at around 
10.30pm, there will be the usual disco, open to all members, 
free of charge. This will go on into the small hours of Sunday 
morning, and will round off what we hope will have been an 
enjoyable day for everyone.

Accommodation at the hotel is being booked 
very quickly, so if you haven’t yet made arrangements, may we 
suggest that you do so as soon as possible. Just ring the hotel 
direct on 0203-613261, and mention that you will be attending 
the BPA’s function. Just a reminder that the cost of a twin room 
(there are no single rooms) will be £41.50 per room. The hotel 
is easy to find if you are travelling via the M69, Ml or M6 motor­
ways. Leave the M6 at junction 2, and take the A4600 towards 
Coventry. After the first roundabout, the hotel is located on the 
left-hand side of the road, approximately 3/4 of a mile from the 
motorway. The full address of the hotel is: Hinckley Road, 
Walsgrave, Coventry.

The success of this event depends very much on your support, 
so we hope that as many of you as possible will come along -  
if last year is anything to go by, you won’t be disappointed !

We look forward to seeing you at our new venue on the 21 st 
January, and in the meantime, wish you a happy and enjoy­
able Christmas.

David Oddy



SWAKD SKY GIEALt. LTD

The Worlds best equipment at a price you can afford

H I iB
Call A LLA N  HEWITT today

TEL-01252 27412 FAX - 01252 27412 MOB - 0836 298 287 P
*!> H ̂ 3 | |SW ARD SK Y  G EA R  LTD

103 Grosvenor Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 3EE Ah
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You will have noticed that I have been touting for some 
extra skill and manpower to help with the workload in­
volved in producing the mag and, hopefully resurrect 
some ideas which have had to stay on the backburner, 
and introduce some new ones without risking early death 
from overwork.
To maximise the use of the people who were keen to be 
involved I decided to have what normal mags have - as­
sistants and editorial board members. This allows a blend 
of different personalities at different stages of the sport 
which I hope will give the mag a good balance.
1 now have a smooth blend of experience, skygodliness, 
enthusiasm, literacy, humour and aerial instability to help 
me shape the mag. I'll let you guess which words de­
scribe who but the board now consists of: George (Cool 
& Groovy) Pilkington and Lesley Gale, both of whom 
are regular and popular contributors to SP already. In ad­
dition, Bess Ryder and Iain Mackenzie representing the 
future of the Sport and who are close enough to nip in to 
the Airscape offices to lend a hand when the going gets 
tough. In the next issue I'll be announcing what we've 
got planned by way of improvements - stay tooned!

Ola

Sport Parachuting Hacks
IA IN  M ACKENZIE

Don't mock the afflicted!

After a successful career 
as an apprentice jewel 
thief and international 
libertine, he has rocketed 
to greater heights as 
Ola’s shiralee. Major 
talents include bastardis­
ing the English language 
at every opportunity and 
imbibing Islay malts to 
achieve the former with 
style. Mac’s four-year 
skydiving career to cat 5 
has been meteoric (not!). 
No doubt he will 
progress further once he 
learns to put his kit on 
properly....

BESS RYDER
A perennial WARP student Bess Ryder 
has been hanging round Headcorn 
for years
Aspiring to that day of glory 
When Buckle dem ands loads of beers. 
But attempts at Cat 10 and pit-landings 
Have proved simply too feeble for words 
So it’s back to one’s sad little one-ways 
Before going splat in the turds.

You can always tell a really serious jum per by the 
aircraft sticking out o f  the ear

After the

1992 Zanzibar Boogie

1993 Malaysia Langkawi Boogie

1994 Malaysia Skydive Safari

E x o tic  S ty

is happy to present:
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«
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NDONESIA
B E A C H

HELD AT BALI AND LOMBOK

DEAL:
Round trip from Europe, USA or Australia 
15 Jumps, super loadorganising and video 
Breakfast, dinner and lodging in a first class hotel 
Exotic DZ fascilities 
Transportation, parties and goodies 
Deal for tandempassengers 
Special deal for regular old friends 
Chute Assis
Scuba diving programme 

PRICE: US $ 2450,- package

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT:
Alexis Ferry (France) Tel.: int. 33 93 092171 Fax: 33  93 704699
Herman Landsman (Holland) Tel.: int. 31 2220 11658 Fax: 31 2220 11492
Michael Bouman (Office) Tel.: int. 31 1820 85870  Fax: 31 1820 85870
Or Rob Colpus (GB), Fred Post (Switserland), Derek Thom as (USA), Bob Hallett (USA), 
Eric de Coster (Belgium), Mitch Decouteau, Claudio Bionda (Italy)
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Competition Round Up
British Classics Nationals

3 0  Ju ly  -  7 Aug '94
A fter  a successful week o f  

/ I  canopy contact, the Sunday 
-M. saw the prize-giving for that 

event. The “other”mob arrived, to be 
greeted by good old Bridlington sun­
shine. Some arrived in time to gate­
crash the prize-giving photographs -  
mentioning no names, but see the last 
mag (back row, far left)!

It was good to see the usual gang, but 
Fran' and Esther were sadly missed. 
This year saw more welcome newcom­
ers, all re w e d  up and ready to join the 
dizzy heights o f competitive jumping. 
There were no less than eight novices 
and seven intermediates registered to 
take part, including home grown. In 
fact (to blow Bridlington’s trumpet,) 
there were Dave and Nicky, five nov­
ices, reared by the tender hands o f -  
who instilled esprit de corps, and im­
parted admirable lessons on how to 
‘run with the big dogs’.

Team Johnson did the club proud by 
winning the club trophy on the last 
accuracy jump between Jo Wills (Nov­
ice, H ibaldstow ) and M ike Shaw 
(Novice, British Skysports). The round 
probably drew the most crowds of the 
week, with many seniors around the 
pit offering encouragement.

The winner on this occasion was Mike 
Shaw’s 67.02 overall -  just too much 
for Jo to beat. Nicky Williamson was 
the only novice to hit the pad in round 
ten with a score o f 0.14. The star o f 
the novices was Ron Good, with a pro­
fessional arrival that took out the an­
emometer. Some serious bending back 
into shape was required (for the an­
emometer, that is)!

From the intermediates Team Johnson 
could boast only two recruits out of 
the seven. H ow ever, they  did 
Bridlington proud by taking first and 
second place (13.35 and 14.23 respec­
tively). Massimo Apicella (Italy and 
Cark) produced excellent perform ­
ances in both team and individual 
accuracy with a final score in the indi­
vidual accuracy of 11.65. The star of the 
intermediates was Jo Scott for her sheer 
determination and sense of humour.

The senior female accuracy and style 
had the same three names in positions

1,2 &3: Kathy Andrewes, Debbie Curtis, 
and Tracy Harrison respectively. Cheryl 
Smythe unfortunately had to withdraw 
owing to family commitments; neverthe­
less, she finished fifth overall.

The senior men’s accuracy was won by 
Les Carroll (just for a change), with the 
silver medal hanging on tie-break jumps 
between Brian Shaw, Dave Ballard and 
Keith Duncan. Brian Shaw won gold and 
silver, with Dave Ballard taking bronze.

M en’s senior style was dominated by the 
army with Dougie Young taking gold  Les 
C arroll, silver, and Dave Ballard the 
bronze. In the overall senior men’s event 
Les Carroll took gold, Dave Ballard, sil­
ver, and Carl Williamson bronze.

The team event also experienced military 
domination with H  Troop being awarded 
gold, Must Get Beers (Alan Dumbell. John 
Sm ythe, S teve H astings and S teve 
Eversfield) talking silver, TA s Team (Tim 
and Kathy Andrewes, Tracy Harrison, 
Debbie Curtis and Cheryl Smythe), Some­
thing fo r  Nothing suffered a major set­
back with the untim ely exit o f  Harry 
Morgan, who departed on the Wednesday 
to fly out to Quincey. Even so they man­
aged fourth place, with Keith Duncan, 
Andy Bremner, Nick and Dave Johnston 
all increasing their efforts to compensate.

Fifth place in the team accuracy went to 
No Eye Deer (Annette Williamson, Joanne 
Johnson, Simon Nath, Helen Prouse and

Massimo Apicella), who I am told, had a 
few problems with spotting!

All in all, a good week was had by all and 
the weather was fairly well behaved. As 
in all competitions, it isn’t just competi­
tors who are necessary for a successful 
week. Lynne provided an invaluable serv­
ice -  without whom everything would 
have fallen apart. Tracey kept body and 
soul together with food and refreshments, 
and last but not least the unsung heroes, 
the pilots -  Dave, Joe and Gary.

I f  there had to be a star o f  the week, it was 
Rachel Andrewes -  the only person to 
speak sense all week, and the cutest and 
best behaved too.

A w ord  from  th e  host
Dave Johnson thanks all the willing club 
members who gave up their time to assist 
with the smooth running o f the competi­
tion, John Hitchen (Chief Judge) and his 
team o f loyal judges, who worked hard as 
always. Special thanks to Keith Bryce of 
East Yorkshire Borough Council Leisure 
Services Department for his support o f the 
event.

The National Club Accuracy Competition 
was a great success, as was the novice 
competition. Let’s hope it will develop 
more competitors in 1995. We will look 
fo rw ard  to  see ing  you all again  at 
Bridlington.

Dave Johnston

Club Acc Champions: senior: Nick Johnstone; inter: Mike Cain; novice: M ick Shaw

S p o rt
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John Smyth stretching fo r  a good score

FreeFlight /  Z - Hills

Skydiving 
School

Expert AFF 
Instruction

Featuring Relative Workshop Vectors and 
Performance Designs canopies.

813-783-9991
FAX: 813-782-5112

FREEFLIGHT INC.
P.O.Box 1178 

Zephyrhills, Florida 33539

_____ Frank B. Arenas, Owner_____ Novice competitors' group at Bridlington

1995 National Club Accuracy Champions on the podium Nicky Williamson hits the pad

Altimaster Service Centre - 28 HIGH STREET, WHITCHURCH 
SHROPSHIRE Telephone: Whitchurch 

(0948) 662179
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TONY
SUIT

TONY SUIT

103 GROSVENOR ROAD
ALDERSHOT
HANTS
GU11 3EE

TEL/FAX: 01252-27412  
MOBILE: 0836-298287

THE WORLDS NO. 1 JUMPSUIT
NOW MANUFACTURED UNDER LICENCE IN THE UK

THE TONY SUIT
The regular TONY SUIT is made entirely of polycotton. It comes with upper and lower arm grips, and 
our famous curly leg grip. Each suit is adjusted to meet the individual skydiver's measurements and 
needs. The TONY SUIT is tailored for the heavier jumper. We also offer an all acrylic TONY SUIT 
called the HI-LIFT SUIT. Acrylic, which is a heavier fabric than polycotton, allows us to make the suit 
smaller without losing drag.

THE SWOOP SUIT
The SWOOP SUIT is our all around model. The body comes fairly snug, and has a piece of spandex 
down the middle of the back to allow a snug torso length while allowing you to still touch your toes. 
There is enough room for extra clothes in the winter. The forearms can be made of spandex, cotton felt 
or polycotton. The legs are made of cotton felt or polycotton. Like the Tony Suit the arms and legs will 
be adjusted to fit the jumper's height, weight, and fall rate requirements. The front can be made in 
nylon, cotton felt, or poltcotton. A nylon front gives the fastest fall rate, then the cotton felt, and the 
polycotton gives the slowest fall rate of the three.

THE PIT SPECIAL
The PIT SPECIAL also comes in either a nylon, cotton felt, or polycotton front. Spandex covers the 
back and hips. This gives a tighter, no flap fit but still allows a full range of movement. Over the last 
year we have removed the spandex from the grip area on the male pit. This gives a better feel during a 
block move when cranking is involved and also makes the suit last longer. The entire legs are made of 
cotton felt or polycotton. We offer spandex, cotton felt, or polycotton forearms. Although this is the suit 
the world's top teams are using, it can still be used for fun jumping if the jumper is average, or lighter 
than average weight We suggest spandex forearms for the light weight fun jumpers and for teams (We 
also make cotton felt or polycotton slip-ons to wear on the forearms for larger loads). For the medium 
weight jumper who prefers a skin tight fit over the looser SWOOP SUIT, regular cotton felt or polycotton 
forearms are recommended.

TONY
SUIT

THE CAMERA SUIT
We offer the CAMERA SUIT with two different wing types. It is very important that the correct wing type 
is chosen. TYPE A is a FASTENED WING for pull-out, ripcord, or bottom of container throw-away.
TYPE B is a WINGLET for legstrap or bellyband throw-away. You can choose between a STANDARD 
FIT or TIGHT FIT (all spandex back). The front can be either nylon, cotton felt, or polycotton. The sides 
can be cotton felt or polycotton. Choose spandex, cotton felt or polycotton for the forearms and the 
legs come in cotton felt or polycotton. The front of the wings are made of nylon for lift and the back can 
be either cotton felt or polycotton. One layer of O.P fabric has become popular lately.

THE SIT SPECIAL
This suit has dual wings on each arm. It makes sit dives easy. The French call it Chute Assis. It is 
possible to be in a sitting position while keeping the same fall rate as you would have in a regular 
position. It is very easy to fly with dual wings unlike the single wing which is very hard to fly and do 
tight sequential in. This is a whole new outlook and people are having lots of fun with this new event.
You can also use this suit for board jumping and freestyle though a smaller wing is necessary for these

W ith  all o f these options to choose from, you can design a suit to f i t  your own taste and unique style!!

"SATISFACTION GUARANTEED” 
Tony Suit and Sky Science

SERVICE PLANNING A TRIP ABROAD?
WE REPAIR AND SERVICE: THEN ORDER YOUR GEAR FROM
ALL MAKES OF PARACHUTE SKY SCIENCE AND HAVE IT WAITING
EQUIPMENT FOR YOU WHEN YOU ARRIVE. THIS
RESERVE INSPECTION AND GIVES YOU THE ADDED BONUS OF
PACKING STILL HAVING A BACKUP SERVICE

CENTRE FOR WHEN YOU RETURN
PHONE ALLAN HEWITT OR PAY US A VISIT

(BPA Advanced Rigger/Examiner, Approved Instructor, Tandem Instructor, AFF Instructor and Formation Skydiving Coach)

CUSTOM CANOPIES AND 
FLAGS________________
CANOPY ARTWORK APPLIED 
GIANT DISPLAY FLAGS 
FREE FALL FLAGS 
DESPLAY TEAM 
CATALOGUE AVAILABLE



Calling all Freestylists!

r he calling all freestylsts arti 
cle by competitions committee 
on the F reestyle N ationals  
printed in the August issue o f  Sport 

Parachutist was published because 
Competitions Committee is investigat­
ing the possibility o f  holding a Free­
style Nationals and is trying to gauge 
both interest and feasibility. We would 
therefore like to hear from:

1. F reesty lis ts
-  who would like to attend and may 
have valuable experience of interna­
tional competitions to share, we are par­
ticularly interested in feedback from the 
recent World Freestyle Meet in Eloy, 
Arizona.

2. Drop Zone O perators
-  who would be interested in running 
such a Nationals. In theory this should 
not be disruptive of usual skydiving ac­

tivities as teams will consist of a 
videographer and freestylist, who will 
be easily accommodated on most lifts 
without requiring special spotting. The 
competition could bring publicity to 
the Drop Zone and is particularly at­
tractive to television.

3. Possible Judges
-  who would like to be involved in 
the judging of freestyle. As yet there 
is no FAI qualification freestyle judg­
ing so we hope to make a panel of FAI 
judges with other persons if it is felt 
this would be helpful. Perhaps this 
would include someone with relevant 
experience from another freestyle 
sport such as ice-skating, gymnastics 
or trampolining.

4. Skysurfers
-  who would be interested in giving 
an exhibition of skysurfing for the

media or who may have ideas about run­
ning this element as a separate competi­
tion.

5 . V id eo g rap h ers
- who would like to be part of a freestyle 
or skysurfing team, or who may already 
be doing so. The Freestyle Nationals 
should be run on the same lines as inter­
national competitions where the camera 
person is part of the team, contributing 
to the points scored and gaining a medal 
if the team is successful.
Please could you send any comments to 
Chris Allen, Chairman of Competitions 
Committee at the BPA address. We look 
forward to hearing from you and hope 
to be able to use this response to give 
freestyle recognition and encouragement 
in the UK.

Lesley Gale, on behalf of 
Competitions Committee

D e c /J a n  1995 S P ° r t
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Whose Rules for 
Freestyle

/ I was a pleasure to see an article 
about freestyle in the A ugust issue 
ofSP and we were interested in the 
issues it raised. However, we were dis­

appointed in the attitude expressed, 
which seemed totally at odds with the 
ethos o f  freestyle discipline.

Freestyle has literally stood traditional 
skydiving on its head. Its name derives 
from the freedom experienced from a 
new discipline where anything goes. 
The narrow-minded sky divers among 
us still make sarcastic comments about 
“going unstable”, thereby relating free­
style to the stable spread. In freestyle 
there is no stable spread and anything 
resembling it is considered easy and 
boring.

Freestyle is nothing like relative work. 
Many people are ignorant of, or refuse 
to acknowledge, the level of difficulty 
and skill involved when turning the 
body through three dimensions, whilst 
remaining controlled and on heading.

Being the camera flyer in a freestyle 
team provides plenty of opportunity for 
the ultimate workout! A series of ma­
noeuvres creates radical changes in ver­
tical and horizontal movement, making 
it a real challenge to keep the freestylist 
in shot, particularly as the camera flyer 
may also be manoeuvring, eg, rolling, 
pivoting or looping.

Most of all, freestyle is fun.

We have been a freestyle team for over 
a year now and if it hadn't been for a 
recent serious injury we would have 
competed at the 1994 WFF World Meet 
in Arizona this month. The BPA is well 
aware of this fact because it was ap­
proached by us (and other organisations
- more successfully) for sponsorship 
earlier this year. It therefore came as a 
surprise to read Lesley Gale’s comments 
re: “insufficient interest”, “low stand­
ards” and “lack of performance.” It may 
also have had the same impact on Chris 
Gauge and David Drewette, who com­
peted in previous world meets.

Freestyle is becoming more and more 
popular (along with skysurfing and

IPC WFF?
Chute assis) in this country. Europe and 
the USA are way ahead of us and have 
more opportunities for sharing informa­
tion and coaching. We have spent a lot 
of time, money and effort to progress 
in this discipline, from buying the most 
up-to-date literature and videos to at­
tending European seminars, buying 
camera equipment and purpose-built 
rigs and suits.

The new IPC rules have 
been met with general dis­
may throughout the free­

style population

At times we have felt very isolated and 
would welcome the opportunity to meet 
other teams around the country. If a na­
tional meet or boogie were organised 
it would give teams at all levels a fo­
rum from which to learn and have fun 
with other like-minded skydivers. It 
would also demonstrate to the BPA that 
there is interest, experience and skill in 
this discipline.

If the BPA is considering a national 
freestyle competition then we suggest 
that, rather than blindly following the 
proposed IPC rules, it considers ap­
proaching the WFF for advice (which

will be freely given). The WFF has al­
ready successfully run five world meets 
and sanctioned numerous European 
meets.

The new IPC rules have been met with 
general dismay throughout the freestyle 
population because not only do they se­
verely limit the freedom allowed in each 
competition dive and make training in­
credibly difficult (30 compulsory moves 
instead of five) but they also raise sev­
eral safety issues. Some top-class free 
stylists have indicated that they might 
boycott IPC-run competitions.

Another factor to consider for our coun­
try is whether there are experienced free­
style judges. A usual panel would consist 
of freestylists, camera flyers and gymnasts 
etc, and we suggest that the average RW 
judge is not qualified to assess the diffi­
culty, control, skill and aesthetics involved 
in performing a sequence of three-dimen- 
sional manoeuvres while the camera flyer 
barrel rolls, stands up etc.

Freestyle, arguably, is the skydiving dis­
cipline most appealing to the general 
public and, if for no other reason,the 
BPA must accept it and aid its develop­
ment in the UK.

We call upon the BPA to consider the 
nature of the discipline before enforc­
ing too many rules and to include the 
views of experienced freestylists like 
ourselves when organising an event.

Free Skies
Ann Beckitt and John Goodyear

^  J R 1 * ■ A

Triple front loop exit at Strathallen, Freestylist -  Anne Beckitt. Photo by John Goodyear
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freestyle
to perfect

f  EXITS
Start practising those tricky exits 
early. It can help to have tne securi­
ty of a static line until you gain 
confidence. Photo of Dave 
Burns, by Colin Bridges.

;

PERFECTION
Once you have developed a 
repertoire and found your­
self a cameraman with 
whom you can form a team 
you can start entering com­
petitions. About 1000 

' jumps should ensure that 
you are good enough for 
videos of your performance 
to be shown in the club bar 
without causing you major 
embarrassment.
Above Patrick de Gayardon 
over Amburiabrava

THE BASIC SKILLS
When you have mastered the sta­
ble spread you will need to get 
used to staying stable in some 
unusual positions. If you are find­
ing this difficult. Get some 
friends to hold you steady.
In the photo you can see a mem­
ber of Hot and Bothered being 
assisted prior to attempting a 
piked layout backslash. Pic by 
Adrian Thornton



DVANCED TECHNIQUES
'rice you have mastered the basics you 
m start practising on your own. As your 
Dnfidence grows you can add refine- 
icnts to your routines. Here we see a 
wisting Ann Beckitt being performed 
y Back Layout over Stratnallan. Pic by 
)hn Goodyear.

USING PROPS
The basic freestyle skills can be turned into new skydiving 
disciplines by the simple addition of props such as boards 
(stiff or flexible), skis, windsurfers, motorbikes - in fact 
almost anything as long as it was not originally designed for 
skydiving.
Above, Scott surfs over Hibaldstow. Captured by Phil Parker.
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Close Shave on “O fficial” World Record

those without Fridges!) and became 
charged with static electricity. This 
built up in the formation so that eve­
ryone on one side could feel static 
electricity pulsing through the grips, 
nobody had experienced this before. 
The load also provided surprises for 
spectators, who reported that the for­
m ation lite ra lly  punched a hole 
through the cloud!

a second point! The jum pers on the Lesley Gale
load landed thinking they had success­
fu lly set a new world record but were 
devastated to learn that someone had 
docked in the wrong slot. This unoffi­
cial record will remain unofficial. It is 
the largest formation ever built but is 
not recognised by the FAI.

The following day's attempt at a 215- 
way was successful but is not official ei­
ther because it was not held for the re­
quired three seconds. The formation was 
held for six seconds but different grips 
being dropped owing to tension meant the 
planned formation was held for only 2.1 
seconds. Therefore the skydivers involved 
had twice come within a gnat’s whisker of 
being world-record holders.

Factfile
B ritish Participants Dane Kenny
Rob Colpus Rob Doyle
Lesley Gale Toby Stafford
Rhino Andy Ring
Darryl M oran Eastley
Tim Moran G eorge Pilkington
Tim Homer Jim  Keery
Dave M orris Charlie Hoare
John M clver Fred Ryland
Stewart M cArthur Burb Thompson
Derro Thomas Tim Mace
Mandy Dickinson Phil Curtis

World Team 94
Participating N ations
Australia Indonesia Peru
A ustria Italy Russia
Belgium Japan Slovak Republic
Canada Lithuania South Africa
Czech Republic Luxembourg; Spain
Denmark Mexico Sweden
Finland Netherlands Switzerland
France New Zealand United Kingdom
Germany Norway USA

Team  O rganisers
Pal Bergan, Norway. Alexander Beloglazov, Russia. 
Garry Carter, USA. Rob Colpus, UK. Kate Cooper, SA. 
Patrick de Gayardon, France. Bob Hallet, USA.
Etienne Herin, Belgium. Herman Landsman, Holland. 
Dan O ’Brien, USA. Harry O ’Connor, USA.
Patrick Passe, France. Alexis Perry, France.
Rusty Vest, USA. Julie Ward, Australia.
BJ Worth, USA. Anatoly Zhirov, Russia.

History of FAI World 
Records
Year Size Location

1973 12 Arantchi Tachkent, Ouzbekistan
1974 28 Ontario, CA, USA
1975 32 Tahlequah, OK, USA
1979 36 M uskogee, OK, USA
1980 40 Davis, CA, USA
1983 45 DeLand, FL, USA
1983 72 DeLand, FL, USA
1986 100 M uskogee, OK, USA
1986 120 Quincy, IL, USA
1987 126 Koksijde, Belgium
1988 144 Quincy, 1L, USA
1992 150 Koksijde, Belgium
1992 200 M yrtle Beach, SC USA

Last issue w e featured a spread  
of photos of the record attem pt in 
Bratislava. Lesley Gale was there, 
and here she provides some back­
ground detail.

19 A u gu st 1994, in the  
M  W  sk ies o f  B ra tis lava  216  

skydivers built the largest fo r­
mation ever and held it fo r  an aston­
ishing 10.8 seconds -  long enough fo r

Photo by Leo Dickinson

The dives were organised by BJ Worth, 
with 17 team captains putting teams to­
gether from 27 countries. Jumps from 
21,000 ft, via an AN-12 and two AN- 
268, were provided by the Slovak Army. 
An excellent oxygen system was mas­
terminded by Dr Ben Massey.

The 216-way was memorable for more 
than its size. Jumpers exited through 
storm clouds of icy rain (painful for

D e c /J a n  1995 S P o rt
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Competition Round Up
World Freestyle Skydiving 
Championships 1994

7y*e 1994 World Freestyle Sky­
diving Championships took 
place  at Eloy, A rizona and  
brough t with it over a hundred  

skydivers from  twenty different na­
tions around the world. Skydive Ari­
zona has been host to many world 
class competitions in the past and 
with a flee t o f  three Twin Otters, a 
King Air, a DC3 and the odd Cessna 
or two, they were more than capable 
o f  handling an event such as this.

Sony w ere the m ain  sponsor for the 
c h a m p io n sh ip s , p ro m o tin g  th e ir  
Handycam range o f  camcorders (backed 
up by Budweiser and Outdoor Products) 
and providing $5000 prize money.

The ju d g in g  panel th is year had the 
usual m ix o f  freestylists, cam era flyers, 
gymnastic coaches and skysurfers led 
by chief judge Roger “Doc” Flynn.

One sight which was to becom e very 
familiar over the coming weeks was that 
o f  the two w hite Stilettos belonging to 
O lav  Z ip se r  and  O m ar A lh eg e lan . 
Omar, who started  jum ping  only 12 
m onths ago, now  has over 1200 sky­
dives and has trained exclusively with 
Olav just for this one competition. Their 
early training jum ps were occasionally 
shown on Skydive A rizona’s DZTV and 
exhibited some incredible flying skills. 
The one that sticks in my mind was see­
ing Omar in a straddle stand-up posi­
tion with O lav in a straddle headstand 
taking grips while inverted. (Just imag­
ine a vertical 2-way com pressed accor­
dion.) O lav’s style o f  cam era flying is 
like nothing else I have ever seen in 
freefall. He flies in a head-down dive 
all the time and is able to fast-fall, slow- 
fall, side-slip and cartwheel all in this 
position, giving some highly inventive 
camera angles.

As more com petitors arrived, it became 
obvious that the standard o f  freestyle on 
the w orld scene had risen yet again. 
Marco and Bruno had some new moves 
which alm ost defy description and have 
to be seen to be believed.

One newcom er to the world cham pion­
ships was a guy called  R obin  Berg. 
Robin, who trains at Perris, team ed up 
with his camera flyer, Bill Beaver, more 
than a year ago and they had apparently 
been “saving them selves” for this one 
competition. We were not disappointed 
either. R obin’s style was very powerful 
and energetic and his tram poline train­
ing  ce rta in ly  show ed w hen  he p e r­
form ed triple tw isting back layouts dur­
ing his free routine.

The com petition was spread out over 
four days, with the fourth being kept as 
a weather day. U nfortunately we needed 
it. Everyone finished their compulsory 
dives after the second day and began 
working through their free routines. The 
free round is traditionally where most 
competitors turn in their highest scores 
and the creativity elem ent plays a large 
part in this. On the third day it rained 
and no jum ps were done. Residents at 
Skydive A rizona to ld  us it was very 
unusual to have a full day o f  rain at that 
time o f year and assured us that the next 
day would be blue skies again. On the 
fourth day it rained. The chances o f  hav­
ing two days o f  bad weather in Arizona 
m ust be thousands to one, and to have 
those two days at the end o f  the World 
Cham pionships, the odds go right off

the scale. So with one competition jum p 
to go Bryan Burke (Skydive Arizona’s DZ 
manager) came to the rescue. We were 
flown off to neighbouring DZs at Marana 
and Buckeye, where the weather had bro­
ken, and finished the competition there.

Dale Stuart and Ray Cottingham won the 
gold medal yet again in the women's ad­
vanced freestyle division. In men's ad­
vanced  freesty le , M arco M anna and 
Bruno Brokken took first place by only
1.2 points, just ahead o f Olav and Omar. 
Skysurfing saw a new world champion 
with Rob Harris and Joe Jennings taking 
the go ld  m edal, bea tin g  P a trick  De 
Gayardon and Eric Fradet into second and 
third place respectively.

On a personal note there are several peo­
ple I would like to thank for making my 
participation in the 1994 World Freestyle 
Championships possible. In no particular 
order they are: Chris Thomas (for the best 
freestyle rig I have ever jum ped), Rob 
Colpus (for the new Symbiosis Freestyle 
Suit), Ron Rodger (Trampoline coach and 
good vibes), B roadw ood G ym nastics 
Academy, Kevin Flaherty (Handycam  
flyer!), Ian O ’Callaghan (ZP pilot chutes) 
and Mastercard (for letting me have one!!)

Any up-and-coming freestylists should 
watch out for a British Freestyle Meet 
possib ly  taking place this sum m er at 
Sibson. Contact Stuart Meacock for more 
details.

David Drewette D9550

Dave Drewette holding a Tee over Eloy, Arizona. Photo by Steffen Lipps
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Lake Baikal, Russia
%

Water jum p at Lake Baikal near hot water spring.Photo by Natalie Chudiak

M y incredible skydiving tour o f  
W / t  Lake Baikal in Eastern Rus- 

-L. Y -M. sia began with an invitation 
from prospective adventure tour opera­
tors Potential & Co to join a select group 
ofjumpers from Germany, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Russia. I was very 
happy to be part o f that group.

We left Moscow with only ten people in our 
group but this number increased to about 
thirty along the way. After a refuelling stop 
at Omsk, our Aeroflot Iljushin landed at Ulan 
Ude, a big town south east o f Lake Baikal. 
There we visited a Buddhist temple where 
our tour was blessed during a Lama ritual 
by monks with incense and gongs. We fol­
lowed the path o f  prayer and continued on 
our way by AN-26 to Severobaikalsk, where 
we stayed in comfortable lodges on the 
northern side o f  the lake.

O ur m ain  DZ w as lo ca ted  at 
Nishneangarsk, but we also visited both 
larger and smaller airfields along the coast.

An MI-8 was laid on to take us jumping at 
several hot water springs. At one o f  the 
springs near Kotelnikovski, we stayed over­
night and enjoyed the local delicacy o f  raw 
fish from the lake. Throughout our stay the 
food and hospitality o f  our hosts were ex­
ceptional, even by Russian standards.

Jumping from the AN-26 was quite an ex­
perience. In no time we reached 13,000ft 
and, if the clouds allowed it, even 16,000ft. 
Exit points were no problem as the spotting 
was excellent - it had to be; although the 
DZ was big enough it was surrounded by 
mountains and woods on one side and the 
lake on the other... an unforgettable sight!

Some beautiful 12-ways were built, al­
though some o f the formations didn’t make 
it, owing to the mixed levels o f experience. 
You need not be very experienced to jump 
at Nishneangarsk Airfield but jumps at the 
hot water springs require more experience.

It is no problem, however, to fly to the 
smaller DZs as a passenger, in our group 
we had non-jumpers.

Next year three trips to Lake Baikal are 
planned, from 15th June to 15th August. 
Each group will take nine days: one day 
at M oscow and U lan Ude respectively, 
and seven days at Nishneangarsk and its 
surroundings. The package deal w ill in­
clude all transportation, food and lodg­
ings, 25 jum ps, and the cultural p ro ­
g ram m e. The cost has yet to be a n ­
nounced.

Nathalie Chudiak

Skydiving Adventures in Russia
7%e Parachute Rescue Centre o f  

Moscow invites all lovers o f adven­
ture, especially skydivers, to take 

part in the following fascinating events:

1. The drop to the North Pole
This has been held annually since 1991. The 
1995 expedition is scheduled to leave Mos­
cow for the town of Chatanga in the Taimyr 
Peninsular on April 15th. You’ll have a won­
derful opportunity to see the indigenous popu­
lation (nomadic tribes who breed reindeer) 
and to enjoy the nature of the unspoilt north.

From Chatanga an aircraft will take you to 
the Pole. After a three hour flight you’ll see 
the top o f the world through the open tail 
gate. It will surely be the jump o f your life.

The price is 3,000 US$, which includes: the 
fligh t M oscow  -  C hatanga -  NP -

Chatanga -  Moscow; hotel accommodation 
and all meals in Chatanga. An advance pay­
ment of 500 US$ is required before Febru­
ary 15th, 1995 (sorry, but this sum can’t be 
refunded if you decide to withdraw your ap­
plication).

Non-skydivers can make a tandem jump 
over the Pole, as we can provide experi­
enced tandem masters. The price for this is
4,000 US$.

Sponsorship is welcomed. The expeditions 
are given extensive coverage in the mass 
media. There are always professional re­
porters and photographers among the par­
ticipants. From the North Pole your trade 
mark will be seen all over the world.

2. Mountain skydiving
In July 1995 experienced skydivers only are

invited to make an accuracy jump on to the 
top o f the highest European mountain, -  the 
Elbrus -  in the Caucases. The price is 2,000 
US$. The jump will be remembered forever, 
and is not as dangerous as you might have 
imagined.

3. Stratosphera skydiving
We also plan to organise jumping from the 
altitude o f 10,000 metres next summer. 
There are few people in the world who can 
boast this achievement. Why not join them? 
Only 300 $US per jump.

We provide visa support. Interested? Please 
do not hesitate to contact us in Russia: Mos­
cow phone / fax 7-095-2467563. Sergei 
Insarov fax 7-095-9289257. Ulyanovsk 
ph o n e/fax  7-8422-361066.

Michail Rybochkin

D e c / Jan 1995 SPort
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Competition Round Up

Photo by Bruno Brokken

~B~ Impuriabrava hosted the 1994 
M i World Cup in Formation Skydiv­

ing during the first week o f  Oc­
tober. The 8-way event was won con­
vincingly by the French team, Les 
Hautes Alpes. This is only the second 
time a world 8-way event has been won 
by the French, all other times the win­
ners have been American. The French 
had a clear lead o f  22 points over the 
Golden Knights (USA), so much that 
they could have stayed on the ground 
for the last jump and still have won. 
Whilst this sort o f  gap is not unusual in 
National meets, in a World Champion­
ship it is virtually unheard of.

The 4-way event was won by USA’s 
Arizona (ex-Vertical Speed), con­
sisting of Jack Jefferies, Dan BC, 
Kirk Vernum and Mark Kirby, a Brit-

turned-Am erican who started 
jumping at Cark. Arizona set a new 
record for the highest score in com­
petition, an amazing 29 points in 
35 seconds working time. The 
French team Essone was second; 
the friendly, very likeable Russians 
gained the bronze in both 4 and 8- 
way.
British Teams
This is the first time that we have 
not been represented at a World 
Championships or World Cup in 
FS. “Why is there no British team ?” 
was the most frequently asked 
question of the Meet. Britain is well 
respected internationally, it is com­
paratively recently that we were 
highly placed (bronze to Symbio­
sis 4-way in 1979, silver in 1981;

4th place to Mo 8-way in 1989). 
Since then, we have always sent 
teams who have performed cred­
itably, you do not have to be in the 
medals to reflect well on your coun­
try. Airtime and Mind Games did 
Britain proud at the World Meet 
and World Cup during the last two 
years, being professional, well- 
liked and doing some excellent 
skydives.

We need to continue to send Brit­
ish teams to World events -  to 
keep up with the sport, to ensure 
Britain as a force in skydiving is not 
forgotten, and to give teams expe­
rience at competing. Franc Mahut 
was amazed there was no British 
team, especially for the given rea­
son that this money would be bet­
ter spent on training. He com­
mented “but international compe­
tition is an essential part of train- 
ing .

Our national 4 and 8 way teams, 
RAFSPA and Games Company, 
chose to conserve their funds for 
training. Up to them! However, vir­
tually any team can go to the World 
Cup, you do not need to be Na­
tional Champions, or even to have 
permission from the BPA. More 
than one team from each country 
can enter. World Cups in Forma­
tion Skydiving are held every other 
year, during the “off-year” for World 
Meets in FS (where of course you 
do have to be a National team to 
enter).

World Cups are a good opportu­
nity to gain experience and to learn 
innovations from the best in the 
world. The next World Cup will be 
in 1996, keep it in mind, contact 
the BPA office or the organisers 
direct.
Technology and TVuScore
Although not a requirement of the 
rules, it is now customary to trans­
mit live air-to-ground footage so 
that the spectators can watch the 
dives on a giant screen. This adds 
greatly to the excitement, espe­
cially in the final rounds where the

1994 FS World Cup 
Em puriabrava m

S P ort
Parachutist
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Competition Round Up
atmosphere on the ground is elec­
tric. The screen includes a stop­
watch which counts down the work­
ing time whilst an electronic coun­
ter displays the number of forma­
tions completed by the team. This 
is an indication of the likely score 
although a bust will lower the 
posted score.

This year was a try-out for TruScore, 
a new electronic system of collating 
results from the judges developed by 
Larsen and Brusgaard, manufactur­
ers of the Dytter. TruScore was linked 
into the live video system and added 
to the speed of results and the accu­
racy of timing.

It is ideal for use by five judges, as 
needed at a World Championship 
(although it can also be used by one 
or three persons). All judges press a 
Start Time button on exit. The sys­
tem calculates the start of working 
time by disregarding the fastest and 
slowest times and averaging the re­
maining three. As the dive 
progresses, judges press the Point 
button every time they see a com­
pleted formation. These points are 
automatically computed and dis­
played as the final score. The judges 
will press Penalty if they see a bust 
or NJ if the jump is NonJudgable as 
they cannot see the grips (eg poor 
camera angle). A bust will result in 
the subtraction of two points from the 
score and NJ will result in a (condi­
tional) rejump.

At the computed End of Working 
Time (eg 35 secs after Start Time for 
4-way), all monitor TVs freeze the 
frame, which will stay on screen for 
five seconds to allow judges to score 
the last formation. Not showing the 
judges what happens after working 
time avoids any possibility of this in­
fluencing their decision.

On the whole, TruScore proved a 
great success in providing quick, 
accurate scores and eliminating 
the need for judges’ scoresheets 
and handheld stopwatches, al­
though a hard copy scoresheet can 
be printed out if needed.

New Rules
This World Cup was the first to try 
a new judging rule: that judges could 
only watch jumps twice, at normal 
speed. Previously, several viewings 
were allowed, with slow motion if de­
sired. This caused a problem with 
judges watching videos repeatedly 
on a difficult point, leading to a delay 
in the posting of scores. This in turn 
makes it difficult for spectators to re­
late the jumps they are watching to 
the overall placings.

The findings of the World Cup were 
that a compromise will probably be 
arrived at. The new system resulted 
in much faster scores, but a slightly 
larger number of rejumps. It seems 
likely that in future jumps will normally 
be judged by watching three times at 
normal speed. Slowmo will probably 
not be used at all. The final decision 
on this important rule will be taken at 
the IPC meeting in January.

There was also a new rule for incor­
rect formations. Previously, three 
points were subtracted from a team 
which showed a bust, one for the for­
mation in question, with the two fol­
lowing points, if built, not scored. This 
could sometimes prove unfair if two 
teams built the same number of for­
mations with one bust, and one of the 
busts was on the last or penultimate 
formation.

The new rule is to subtract two points 
for a bust at any part of the dive. This 
worked well and will be kept.
Skydiving and the 
Olympics
IPC (International Parachuting 
Commission) has been working in 
recent years to make skydiving 
more attractive to the public and to 
media, in order to aim for recogni­
tion as an Olympic Sport and in­
crease the interest of sponsors. It 
is difficult to achieve these laudable 
aims without sacrificing the sport as 
we want it. Altering our sport to 
make it more understandable to the 
public is okay provided this does not 
take over from the original event.

The World Cup was used as a prac­
tice venue for an Olympic 4-way 
Challenge Event, planned to be sub­
mitted to the International Olympic 
Committee for consideration as an 
official Olympic sport. This event is 
for 4-way teams, which exit from 
6000 feet, and complete a drawn se­
quence of random formations and 
block moves within a working time 
of 15 seconds. The first formation 
launched must be a star and work­
ing time is started when the star is 
released or after five seconds, 
whichever time comes first.

The new competitions style did en­
able scores to be computed 
quickly,with jumpers receiving their 
score as they landed. Feedback 
from the competitors was that the 
event was successful in achieving 
a more understandable competition, 
but was not really an exercise they 
wanted to do. It seems more natu­
ral to start the dive the moment of 
exit rather than introduce an artifi­
cial start after 4 seconds. The short 
working time does not allow teams 
to build up momentum through the 
dive. In any case, recent reports are 
not positive about the inclusion of 
airsports of any kind in the Olympics. 
Skydiving has received a definite 
“No” for the years 1996 and 2000, 
so the earliest possible date is 2004. 
We have a disadvantage over more 
popular sports such as athletics, 
which can inject funds and sponsor­
ship into the Olympics. In the IOC it 
is felt that the acceptance of any 
airsports would set a dangerous 
precedent.

There is an abundance of other 
airsports -  aerobatic flying, hang- 
gliding, micro-lighting, gliding, bal­
looning etc -  which could link to cre­
ate an International Airsports Cham­
pionship. Such aerial activities would 
surely fit better together than with 
Olympic Sports. This could therefore 
be a better way forward to increased 
interest and recognition for skydiv­
ing than the Olympic route. IPC is 
investigating this avenue.

Lesley Gale
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Florida's

Megajump 
Metropolis

presents its 
season line-up!

Calendar of 1994-95 Events
December 17-January 15 

December 23 

December 24-25 

December 24 

December 27-31 

December 31 

January 6-8 

January 9-15 

January 14-15 

February 3-5

February 3-5

February 11-12 

March 11-12

March 18-19 

April 1-16 

April 8-9 

April 10-14 

April 15 

April 16-23 

April 29-30

Christmas a  New Year's Boogie 

Christmas Star dives.

Original 10-Way Scrambles. Everyone wins!

Party around the Christmas tree.

Large Sequential Camp "City Style"

Traditional "City" New Year's Party.

A ir Time Designs Sit-Suit Seminar.

Large Sequential Dives with Roger Ponce de Leon.

High Altitude Jumps.

CRW Seminar. Hosted by Mike Lewis and 
Performance Designs. PD Lightnings available.
Pre-registration required.

Strong Ent. Tandem Certif. Course. Pre-registration required. 
Call (407) 859-9317 to register.

Valentines Day 4-Way M ini Meet. Coaching and seminars.

High-Altitude 4-way Meet. 2 rounds. “Skydive City Rules";
70 seconds of working time.

St. Patrick’s Day 20-Way Meet.

Easter Boogie, Skydive City Style

10-Way Scrambles. Everyone wins!

"City" Color-Coordinated Dives with Roger Ponce de Leon.

Easter 20-Way Competition

Large Sequential Dives: As large as we can go!

"City's" Original Mayor's Cup 8-Way Competition.
The mayor has not lost yet ...

Aircraft
Full-time: Twin Otters 

Visiting: DC-3 Turbo Porter 
CASA 

Balloon

City Facilities
Trailer a  RV Park 

Camping 
Shower House Laundry 

Covered Packing

Additional Services
Sunshine Factory Sales a Rigging 

City Skydiving School 
Hard Dock Cafe 

Ruth's Beer Garden

Upcoming Seminars
Gear Maintenance Hook Turn Safety 

Sunshine Factory Fashion Show 
Pro Packing and Canopy Design 

Freestyle by Tamara Koyn

Important Notes
Only $15 to 13,500 feet. More value for 

your skydiving dollar!
Full-time turbine aircraft year around.

40440 Chancey Road (Z’hills Hwy 301 bypass)
P.O. Box 1599 Zephyrhills, FL 33539 

Tel: 813-783-9399 800-404-9399 Fax:813-782-0599
Call, write or fax and allow us to better serve you! Blue skies and safe landings! Owned and operated by active skydivers!
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Skydiving & Sponsorship
Risky business or a business risk?

Sponsorship is a com m ercial 
transaction: there is as much 
give as there is take.

This article aims to inform the aver­
age parachutist about the business at­
titude to sponsorship; it is by no means 
a definitive guide, rather more an in­
troduction to those who are consider­
ing pursuing funding for their sport. I 
hope this stimulates response from 
those who have both been successful 
with their approaches to companies, 
and those who have bombed out. Dur­
ing my time working in this field one 
thing which has become apparent is 
that very few people maximise the ef­
fects of sponsorship, unless this hap­
pens the full benefit of the deal will 
not be realised and thus further con­
tracts will not be awarded; it has been 
estimated that there are less than a 
hundred people in the UK who truly 
understand the complexities of spon­
sorship. If you have spoken with one 
of these I suspect your approach was 
rejected at the second hurdle: after se­
rious consideration the sport was per­
ceived as being too dangerous 
(whether this is true or not is a sepa­
rate question, but it is based on his­
torical crisis media handling -  that is 
fact). If not, you have to take on the 
dominant role o f responsibility for 
exploiting the agreement.

So what does this mean for the hope­
ful at the end of the day? Can I get the 
money? Can I still skydive or is my 
role now as an administrator? The an­
swer is unknown in British parachut­
ing circles but a look across to a simi­
larly perceived high-risk sport, moun­
taineering, has shown success. Re­
member Rubecca Stephens being the 
first British woman to top out on Ev­
erest last year? The DHL Everest 40 
Expedition was assessed to have 
gained £17.5 million of publicity for 
an outlay o f under £50,000 to the

^y u g °

climbers and a similar amount to the 
coordinators of the media. Whereas 
the exact approach was personalised 
to fit the brief of both the expedition 
and the sponsor several traits were ob­
vious.

Sponsorship is a method of promo­
tion, a part o f the publicity role of a 
marketing department. Publicity is 
now seen as quite separate from pub­
lic relations, although it is in practice 
the latter who administer the projects; 
but publicity is seen as one out of ad­
vertising, sales promotion and per­
sonal selling. Promotion is but just one 
part o f the marketing department’s 
role. Sponsorship involves three par­
ties: the sponsor, the sponsee and the 
target audience; the idea is for the 
former to communicate the message 
that they want to the latter by using 
the sponsee. A parachute team is just 
one type of media that could be used. 
Successful bids cross the boundaries 
of exact definitions, however rewards 
are plentiful. Unfortunately it is quite 
rare that bids will be reassessed, so 
the emphasis is upon a perfect ap­
proach at the first occasion. If this 
sounds complex, remember that you 
are asking a company to give some of 
its profits towards more-often-than- 
not an unproved project, which tradi­
tionally attracts poor media, in the

hope that there will be a massive tar­
get audience attitude change as a re­
sult of your efforts.

This already sounds heavy but is some 
indication of the starting line for spon­
sorship. The good news it that spon­
sorship is being so much more read­
ily accepted in its subliminal adver­
tising methods and the rewards are big. 
Not to be confused with patronage, the 
‘feel good factor donation prompted 
by the chairman’s wife’, which has up- 
to-now been the most common form 
o f team funding from commerce. I 
would just ask that anyone consider­
ing funding in the future debates 
whether our sport’s media image is 
firstly reflective of the truth and sec­
ondly supportive towards a bid that 
you might be requesting. A combined 
effort to resolve this will reap benefits 
for all. Other sports have started from 
a worse position and gained more: 
how many of you consider mountain­
eering that dangerous...over thirty peo­
ple died in Scotland this spring in as 
many days. An appeal to the individu­
als in the collegiate part of our mem­
bership searching for an interesting 
project to complete, a request for all 
those who have been involved with 
sponsorship bids to share their expe­
riences are starting points...

Not everything always goes to plan in 
sponsorship. The m ost supposed 
source of funding in this country, and 
one of the best practisers -  Richard 
Branson’s Virgin empire -  backed the 
trans-pacific balloon venture which 
was ignored by the media, the Gulf 
conflict occurred a day after it set sail!

Charles Ross

Charles Ross is the marketing 
manager of Calange Outdoor 
Clothing -  a company that 
does not sponsor skydiving.

D e c /J a n  1995 S P o rt
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Chris Claridge Mem orial

September 11 th 1994

Chris, who died on a display jump 
last year, was a keen Rugby Un­
ion enthusiast. For years he 
coached the youth teams at his Bristol 

club, and they decided to honour him 
with a benefit match, between a side 
raised from his former players, and the 
Bristol U21 team.

The Icarus display team was invited; leader 
Dave Lewis offered to deliver the match 
ball by parachute to start the event. We 
managed to get the Antonov AN-2 we used

last year, and so had some spare places, 
which were offered to friends and fellow- 
jum pers o f  Chris. W hat with those who 
also came, but were not eligible to jum p, 
some 40 or so skydivers were there on a 
day which, though grey, stayed within 
limits.

Emplaning was easy as the DZ is 40 yards 
from the main runway threshold at Filton, 
luckily it is not an active aerodrome at 
the weekend! The jum p was happy but 
uneventful. With several o f  the jum pers 
on their first display, two crosses ensured

good tra ffic  separa tion  and everyone 
landed safely and accurately. The ball was 
delivered and in reply the club Captain 
later presented Dave with a team shirt.

T hough  all ju m p e rs  co n trib u ted , we 
couldn’t have done it w ithout help. We 
should particularly like to thank the West­
ern Daily Press, and Hereford & Glouces­
ter Parachute Club, for generous and w ill­
ing support. We regret that some o f it had 
to go to British Aerospace at Filton, who, 
despite appeals, refused to waive so much 
as a penny o f  a £60 landing fee! We hope 
the shareholders appreciate it!

Last month, the team  returned to Eastnor 
Castle to jum p at the same event where 
Chris died last year. It was successful and 
w ithout problems, and though there was 
much (perhaps inevitable) press interest, 
the tone o f  the reports was sympathetic 
and factual. Quietly, at the end o f  the day 
when the crowds had left, flowers were 
laid at the spot.

As for the Rugby -  Bristol U21 s won! Ah 
well, that’s real life for you. The game was 
hard, fair, clean, and Chris would have en­
joyed it.

Jumpers: Dave Bickerton, Jon Eeles, Dave 
Evans, N iels Hansen, Tony Hodson (Re­
serve), Chris Jones, Paul Kendall, Dave 
L ew is, Jason  M cA leese  (D Z ), S teve 
Porteous, John Powell, Brian Shepherd, 
Shaun Williams.

Chris Jones

v p o r f  D ec/Jan  1995
Parachutist

Sandra Young
O n S a tu rd ay  22 n d  O c to b er 
parachuting in Scotland lost a 
v a lu ed  frien d  w hen  S andra  
Young lost her battle against 
cancer. Sandra ran the Star ho­
tel in A uchterarder for eighteen 
years and all those w ho visited 
S tra th a llan  w ere show n the 
same warm  hospitality (and a 
good warm  fire in the winter).

Sandra understood  the need 
for skydivers to unw ind and 
w as very to lerant o f  our an ­
tics. A lthough she did say that 
she w a sn ’t su re  w h ich  w as 
w orse, w hen w e w ere hyper

a fte r a good  day 's ju m p in g  or 
full o f  excess energy on a bad 
w eather w eekend.

As to leran t as she w as Sandra 
also kept th ings from  getting  out 
o f  control and a reprim and from  
her carried m ore w eight than one 
from  the CCI. Sandra w as a sec­
ond m other to  a w hole genera­
tion  o f  Scottish parachutists and 
w ill be sorely m issed.

G oodbye Sandra from  all past 
and present m em bers o f  the Scot­
tish  Parachute Club.

Mike Strachan D4573
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The BPA, 
can w e  
afford it?
I read with considerable interest your 

letter recently published in the 
Sport Parachutist Magazine, con­

cerning the current “way ahead” of the 
association.
I write to you as the current Chairman of 
the D ev e lo p m en t and F in an ce  Sub- 
Committee of the Council of the British 
Parachute Association, and therefore, one 
who has bothered to get off his backside 
and try to do something for the good of 
everyone.

Whilst I firmly believe your article is well 
intentioned, sadly it is also flawed in sev­
eral statements and assumptions. You are 
bound to be sitting there thinking —  well 
he would say that wouldn’t he —  but I 
have the same healthy scepticism that you 
appear to have, except that I have gotten 
m y se lf on to  C ouncil and tried  to do 
something about it.

I will reply to your cogent arguments in 
the order in which they are made, so that 
the membership can compare notes.

Your first comparison between the BPA 
and the BSAC falls down on the premise 
of economy of scale. As Mark Twain is 
c red ited  w ith saying: “There are lies, 
damned lies and statistics”, and the latter 
misused are worse than that. A compari­
son of the BSAC with the BPA is not 
between like organisations, as their pric­
ing structures are considerably different, 
and f irs t year m em bersh ip  can be in 
excess of £70, as opposed to our £9.20 
(plus conversion).

The BPA does not only have 4,500 mem­
bers, but works for all 30,000 who annu­
ally pass through our corporate hands, 
which makes the ratio 1:4285, remarkably 
comparable to the 1:3100 you quote for 
the  B SA C . W ith o u t the  C en tra l 
Administration overseeing the safety of 
all the  cen tre s  w ho look  a f te r  these  
30,000, we would be guilty of abrogating 
our responsibility.

There is a minimum working number of 
staff needed to fulfil any particular set of 
tasks, and we have set our employees at 
that level; I do not intend to elaborate fur­
ther, but the adm inistrative task of the 
Association is only just coped with by our 
hard-working team, and personnel reduc­
tions for short term financial gains would 
be counter-productive.

You comment on the overseas commit­
ments of the BSAC gaining them income
—  there are three BPA affiliated centres 
overseas, all o f  whom  con tribu te , by 
choice, to the BPA, because they feel that 
this gives them the best deal.

Your contention that the BPA costs are 
“out of control” and rising too fast is not 
borne out by the past three years figures. 
Taking the insurance premium out of the 
equation, the costs of the BPA have been 
maintained at about £300,000 per annum 
for the w hole o f that period, and this 
year’s budget is predicated on the same 
standstill of expenditure. We have man­
aged to give meagre pay increases to the 
staff, financed by frugal cost-cutting in

“The BPA does not 
have only 4,500  

members, but works 
for a ll 30,000 who 

annually pass 
through our 

corporate hands”

the “profligate” central administration. In 
sim ilar vein, the m agazine costs have 
been maintained at about £12 per member 
for a considerable period.

W ithout doubt, the fastest growing ele­
ment of the total subscription is the insur­
ance premium. The whole of the insur­
ance market is undergoing a step change 
in p h ilo so p h y , as L loyds o f  L ondon 
undergoes a fundamental transformation 
in the way it off loads high risk premi­
ums, and without question, ours is a high 
risk sport. However, you have forgotten 
to mention that the BSAC insurance is for 
third-party only, whereas the BPA insur­
ance has this plus the major element of 
personal liability, which is the section 
against which the majority of claims are 
made. This is not just students suing their 
club or instructor, but we have even had 
jum per versus jum per in the past year, 
which caused a claim which will cost in

... a reply
A n open le tte r  fro m  P h il G ibbs, 
c h a irm a n  o f  th e  BPA d e v e lo p ­
m e n t s u b c o m it te e  in  r e p ly  to  
M artin L y s te r ’s article pu b lish ed  
in  th e  la s t  i s s u e  o f  S p o r t  
Parachutist (page 33).

excess o f £100 ,000  fo r our p rev ious 
insurance company. I hope this is seen as 
responsible?

To clarify the position on the insurance 
fro n t, the BPA  C hairm an  tasked  my 
Committee to investigate whether there 
was a better method of allotting propor­
tionately the premiums to apportion load­
ing where “blame” might fall, but having 
discussed a very comprehensive paper on 
the subject (a copy of which I enclose), 
the committee felt that they could not rec­
om m end a ch an g e  to  the  C o uncil. 
Predominantly, any change in insurance 
premium collection/apportionment must 
give a rise in the administration of such 
effects, and fiscally, this was unaccept­
able.

To put this whole matter into some sort of 
perspective, your insurance element of 
£18 per annum equates to 9 pence per 
jump if you do 200 jumps, 18 pence for 
100 jumps and obviously 36 pence for 50 

jumps per year. I challenge you to find 
cheaper insurance with similar cover, and 
if you do, to bring it to the BPA Council’s 
attention so that all may benefit. How 
much does it cost you to insure your pri­
vate car to get you to your centre?

However, I have instigated moves, with­
out prejudice, to reintroduce cover for 
jum ping in Am erica/Canada under our 
current policy, and to include an element 
of compulsory personal accident insur­
ance and optional “in-use” equipm ent 
cover. These last two elements are far 
beyond our current cover, and hopefully 
will be available at little or no increase to 
the basic premium.

On the magazine front, I am concerned 
that you are pushing for a reduction in 
standards, when all other input we have is 
for continued improvement. We are try­
ing to make the magazine marketable to 
the general public, to get them interested 
in the sport, and for that a degradation 
would be certain folly. Although just over 
£2 per issue, for a specialist m agazine 
posted first class to your home, with lim­
ited  ad v e rtis in g  su p p o rt, and as y e t 
untapped public appeal, I think you are 
getting a good deal. Ola has recently 
been to C ouncil and the D evelopm ent 
Committee with radical forward-looking 
ideas, and we are actively considering his 
proposals.

D e c /J a n  1995
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I agree with your comment about John 
Line’s statement, as that must be our fer­
vent wish —  to reduce costs, but the fig­
ures in the annual statem ent speak for 
themselves —  I abhor profligacy, and the 
central adm inistration  is subject to as 
m any checks and co n tro ls  as we can 
humanly apply, w ithout reducing their 
function. However, a major function of 
the BP A is to fight legislation, and pres­
sure groups, hell-bent on stopping light 
aviation in this country; without the BPA 
conducting these battles on your behalf, 
you w ould  very  soon find  the sp o rt 
squeezed out of the available list.

On the retention front, your comments 
about the cost of transfer are correct, and 
we have investigated a way of reducing 
this, but there are certain commitments 
that must be catered for, and the insurance 
element is unchanging. I hope that our 
blind freefall is checked by deployment 
rather than disaster, and trust that the 
membership in general can see the way 
ahead.

Looking Internationally, as you propose, 
one of your Association Vice-Presidents, 
John L in es , is the c u rre n t S ec re ta ry  
G enera l o f  the E uropean  P arach u te  
Union, and the BPA forms the mainstay 
of that organisation, whilst Tony Butler is 
the EPU parachuting expert appointed to 
Europe Airsports, an association devised

to fight European Legislation.

One campaign worthy of note already was 
the lin k  w ith  the F rench  P arach u te  
A ssociation to prevent the compulsory 
wearing of hard (and I mean very hard) 
helm ets by all parachutists in Europe 
(including tandem passengers!)

“On the magazine 
front, I am concerned  
that you are pushing 

for a reduction in 
standards, when all 
other input we have 

is for continued  
improvement. ”

There is a vital area which you have not 
addressed, but I will reply to, as your 
question is implicit in all of your reason­
ing. We have m ajor support from the 
Sports Council, not just for competitions, 
but for the general administration of the 
sport (currently in excess of £90,000 per 
annum), which helps to am eliorate the 
su b sc rip tio n  p rob lem . The Sports 
Council requires that every Association 
that gets financial assistance has a sound 
Development plan, and business plan, in 
place for a period of 5 years, for their 
perusal and consideration. Our current 
plan expires next May, and the new plan 
has been written over the past 12 months,

in order to get the support needed to keep 
your sport going. Given good grace and a 
fair hearing from the Sports Council, we 
are asking for additional funds in excess 
of £2,500,000 to improve the safety and 
other aspects of the sport. I trust that is 
enough!

However, the Sports Council is undergo­
ing a fundamental change, as the Minister 
for Sport has decided that they may wish 
to concentrate their efforts on a limited 
number of sports; the list is yet to be pub­
lished, and we may or may not be in that 
number. A loss of major funding from 
the Sports Council will radically change 
the way we are able to do our business, 
and I only hope that my fears are not jus­
tified. Further articles on this subject will 
be appearing in the magazine in the near 
future.

I believe that I have answered all of your 
concerns and, believe me, they are my 
concerns as w ell, as 1 w ish to have a 
Parachute Association to be proud of, and 
participate with, as long as I wish to con­
tinue. I look forward to seeing your nom­
ination for Council, as you clearly have so 
much to offer.

(More correspondence on this matter is 
published on the letters page ...ed).
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FLY, SOAR, FLOAT ON AIR
AIRODIUM OUTDOOR SKYDIVING SIMULATORS .  WORLDWIDE .  DESIGN .  MANUFACTURE .  OPERATION .  

USA •  EUROPE •  AUSTRALASIA FRANCHISE •  LEASING • SALES • EXPORT .  CINEMATOGRAPHY •  RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT .  CONSULTANCY .

Forget everything you thought you knew about skydiving simulators. 
If you have to wear anything larger than your normal jumpsuit to fly, 

then it isn’t Airofly.

Clive Ure

MOBILE MACHINE

Cliffer Dobson
Patents pending.
Models vary.

•a
- o-D Zephyrhills Municipal Airport 

Post Office Box 1587 
Zephyrhills, FL 33539-1587, USA

Information & Inquiries: (904) 523-1556
Fax: (904)523-1553

Dec I Jan  1995



SWARD 
SPORTS 

LTD

A ltim eters
O Sapphire 13,000 ft, white face. W rist or chest 

mount. Inc wrist mount.
Great value £74.95 O  Metres O Feet
O Black O Red O Blue O Pink

O Altimaster II 12,000 ft, white face. The 
‘S tandard’ altimeter £129.95 

O Altimaster III 12,000 ft. Includes wrist mount.
£149.95 

O Altimaster V
Wrist (inc) or chest mount 12,000 ft.
O Blue O Black £89.95 

O Spare Glass for Altimaster II £9.95 
O Chest Pad foam pad fits all altimeters.

C o lo u r________________________________ £5.95
O Chest Pad/Zak Knife as above with built in

Zak knife. C o lo u r______________________ £8.95
O ‘U’ brackets (pairs) attach A ltimaster II to chest 

pad. £3.50 O  W rist Mount O  Alti II £5.95

Audible a ltim eters
Altitude awareness safety devices.
Recommended to all levels.

O Dytter pulsating tone at preset height. Very loud.
O Red O Black O  Blue
O Turquoise. £125.00 

O Microhawk Black £99.95 
O Dytter Mount For no helmet dives £11.95 
O Dytter batteries Set of 4 £9.95

C am era G ear
O Mount Polycarbonate plate and nylon brackets 

for stills/video/film. Fits Protec £70.00 
O Newton Sight Lens in mount with 6mm rod 

£69.95
O Stem/Universal Joint Stem fits to any helmet, 

joint connects stem to sight £24.50 
O Skylight Video, LED indicator £39.95 
O Leo Dickinson helmet

without drogue £230.00 with drogue £250.00

Knives
O Jacknife,

Inc spare Blades. £9.95 O Yellow O Black 
O Pouch for Jacknife Fit to jum psuit or rig.

C o lou r:_____________________________ £3.00
O Aluminum Hook Knife Same as Zak. 

Replaceable blades
O Black O R ed O Blue £10.50 

O Aluminium Hook Knife in pouch
C olou r:_____________________________ £13.00

O Zak Knife 
O Zak Knife in Pouch

C olou r:_______________

£3.50 
Fits to  chest strap

________ £6.00
__________£2.50O Pouch for Zac knife 

Goggles
O Sward Sports Goggles

Superb comfort, soft edging.
Lens: O Clear O Smoke
Trim: OPink O Green O Orange
O Black OBIue O Red O Grey
OTurquoise O  White O  Yellow £6.99

O Sky Eyes
Clear Lens. Soft rubber trim.
Edge colour O Black O Blue
O P ink O Green O Yellow £11.45

O Kroop’s Over Eyeglasses
Clear lens goggle for spectacle wearers.
Trim colours: O Hot Pink 
O Black O Blue O Red £9.95

O EZ Clear, rimless, non fogging £4.99

Gloves
O Aircrew

O Sizes: O XS/7 O S/7.5
O M/8 O L/9 O XL/9.5
Close fitting unlined leather Sensitive feel. Excellent 
for all purpose use. £19.95 
O Black O Red O  Navy O White

O Thermal Thermal lined leather gloves with 
cuffs. C lose fitting. Ideal for winter. £22.45 
O  Black O Red O Navy O White

O Thermal Inners Liners for gloves for extra 
warmth under your normal gloves £7.25 

O Webbed Gloves Suede leather palm/spandex 
back £19.95 O S  O M  O L

i/lastferfcardl

Bits &  Pieces
O Tube Stoes, Clear £5.45
O Standard O Microline
O Tube Stoes, Coloured £6.45 

O Standard O Microline 
O Wallet Hip Pocket Nylon Wallets.

Many colours including fluorescents 
O Canopy design O ‘RW design
Colour _____________________________ £4.50

O Ben Bag
Flat waist pouch, two
pockets, snap fastening elasticated waistband 
O Bright O quiet £9.95

O Weight Vest Made from parapak with fastex 
clips & 4 tubes OS O M O L £34.95
Sunglasses
Cool, groovy bright colours 
Rubber frame. UV protected. £2.99 

O Googlies Soft, adjustable retainer bands for 
sunglasses. O  Bright O  Subtle £6.95

Logging
O Log Book Holder, Basic Parapack. 2 large 2 

small & pen pockets. Holders for RW & CRW 
stamps. Padded.
Colour:--------------------------------£13.50

O Log Book Holder, De Luxe As above with 
extra pockets and velcro fastening. Fully padded.
Colour:______________________________ £16.50

O Log Book, 2 Jumps/Page Traditional’ RW 
logbook. Lots of information pages. £5.75 

O Log Book, 10 Jumps/Page As above £5.75 
O Self Inking Stamp 

O RW O CRW
Never needs an ink pad. £5.50

J e w ellery & W atches
O Funky Freefallers Very colourful 

O  Brooch O Fridge Magnet £6.50 
O Superior Pin Badges

Gold edged
O Skysurfer O Freestyle OTandem O Blue Track 
O Exit from diving Pilatus Porter £4.99 

O Enamel Pin Badges
O DC3 O Freefaller OTandem
O Square side-on O Square front on
O Round (A/Con) £3.75 

O Silver Earrings
O Square canopies side-on 
O Front-on O Freefaller £8.45 

O Silver Pendants 
O Square canopies side on 
O Front-on O Freefaller £5.25 

O Watches Traditional altimeter design face.
Swiss quartz movement. Black strap 
O With Date £19.95 O  Black O  Yellow ORed 
O Without Date £18.95 O Black O Blue 

O Altimeter Wall Clock Brighten up the home or 
office with our Wall C lock depicting an Altimeter 
design - just as the watch face. Supplied with 
battery and one year guarantee £14.95

Gear Care
O Packing Mat With Pocket Large size.

Padded kneeling area. Riser holders.
C olour:--------------------------------------------------------- £14.50

O Rig Bag with Pockets Padded shoulder 
straps. Carry handle. Large main pocket plus 
smaller front pocket with 3 dividers. Packing tabs.
C olour:__________________________________£59.95

O Rig Bag for Tandem Rigs Colour: —  £64.95 
O Mini Rig Backpack

Lots of pockets, padded straps. Pop Top or ‘Vector’ 
(tick for order form) £34.95

Hats & Headgear
O Frapp Hat Handmade in quality Italian leather. 

Custom size & colours.
2x dytter pockets. Clip fastener.
Phone for stock or order form. £85.00 

O Frapp Hat
Factory made Dytter holes.
Clip fastener O S  O M O L
O Black O Blue £54.95 

O Protec Tough plastic £35.95
O S  O M  O L  O XL
O White O Red O Black O Blue

O Protec Liners £12.95
O S  O M  O L  O XL

Post and Packing UK Europe Outside
Europe

Orders up to £10.00 £2.00 £3.00 £5.00
Orders £10.01 to £20.00 £3.50 £4.00 £7.00
Orders £20.01 to £50.00 £4.50 £5.00 £10.00
Orders over £50.00 £5.50 £6.00 £15.00

Books
HB - HARDBACK PB - PAPERBACK 
O ‘Ballooning over Everest

By Leo Dickinson HB £14.95 
O ‘Guide to Sport Parachuting’

By Charles Shea-Simmonds. Ideal for students. 144 
pages HB £12.50 

O ‘Picture Library, Skydiving’ Full colour 
picture book including basic text 32 pages HB. 
£6.95

O ‘The Sky People’ History of Parachuting by 
Peter Hearn.
200 pages HB £18.95 

O ‘Freefalling Together 1 ’ Dive organiser book.
1) 2-20 ways PB. £12.00 2) 21- 64 ways PB. £12.00 

O Blocking Together Dive organiser book PB. 
£12.00

O ‘Groundrush’ by Simon ‘Jakey’ Jakeman. 127 
pages about base jumping. HB £9.99

Videos
O Dead Men’s Tales £24.95 
O ‘Relative Work - "The Basics"’

Inc all 10 levels for training from the WARP 
programme. £29.95 

O ‘World CRW Championships’
50 min TV Programme + loads of training and 
competition jumps 
Nearly 2 hours £19.95

O ‘Travelling I’
3 Top class films & amazing freestyle footage £34.95 

O ‘Travelling 2’ More great sequences £34.95 
O ‘Travelling 3’ £34.95 
O ‘Flight of the Dream Team’

By fQorman Kent. Narrated and ideal for showing 
non-skydivers £29.95 

O ‘From Wings Came Flight’
By Norman Kent. Superb Skydiving footage in exotic 
locations £39.95 

O ‘Kinesthesia’
The art of body flight by Norman Kent £39.95 

O ‘Wally Gubbins - The Compliation 
55 minutes of the best bits from the Wally Series - 
£14.99 

O ‘Over The Edge’
By Tom Saunders 60 mins £34.95

O ‘Skydive USA 2’
By Mike McGowan £34.95

Sward Sportsw ear
O Skydive Sweatshirts £9.99

White with large ‘Skydive’ logo across chest in 
Fluorescent Pink & Bright Blue 
O S  O M  O L  O  XL

O Skydive T-Shirt as sweatshirt £6.99 
O S  O M  O L  O XL

O Trousers Baggy cotton in great patterns.
Size £27.50 O S  O M  O L  O X L  
Designer T-shirts 
O L  O XL

O Skysurf designer T-shirt - £12.95 
O Skydive at Dawn T-shirt - £12.95 
O Tandem designer T-shirt - £12.95 
O Drop Zone designer T-shirt - £12.95 
O PD T-shirts - £12.95 

Various colours 
O M O L O XL

Footw ear
Size: (3 -12 /37 -46 )

O Strops (Adult) £17.50
Rubber Sandals with ankle straps.
O Single Bright O Multi Bright
O Black O BlueO Pink/Purple 
O Purple/Grey O Pink/Purple/Grey 

O Strops (Childrens) Sizes 9 - 1 
Pink/Purple/Black only - £9.99 

O Strops/X Back
Across the toe design, colourful weaves. £19.95 
Adult sizes only.

O ‘Sierra’ Fibus
Across the toe design, hard wearing, fully adjustable 
ankle strap Adult sizes only £29.95
O Black O Blue O Colourful weaves.

O Fibus
Hard wearing sandals with fully adjustable ankle 
straps £27.50
O Blue O Blue/Silver O Green/Grey
O Black O Magenta/Grey O Red

Tel: 0793 772323 
Fax: 0793 772085

Sward Sports Ltd, Mill Farm, The Fox, Purton, Swindon, Wilts SN5 9EF (UK) 
Use our inserted order form or just send the details



SWARD SPORTS LTD
Your No.1 choice for skydiving accessories
QuAt look whcd we luuie. to  o^e/i (a n d  i t ' i  io- eaUf, to  oA<He/i)

Number one for...
..A HUGE RANGE OF QUALITY ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT.

..A FAST AND EFFICIENT MAIL ORDER SERVICE COVERING THE 
PLANET.

..EASE OF ORDER -  NO HASSLE, NO DELAY AND WE’RE JUST A 
PHONE CALL AWAY. BETTER STILL WE TAKE SWITCH AND MOST 
MAJOR CARDS INCLUDING VlSA, ACCESS AND MASTERCARD.

..COLOUR, WE HAVE THE HOTTEST SCHEMES AND WILL MATCH 
YOUR ACCESSORIES TO YOUR GEAR AND JUMP SUIT.

..SPECIAL OFFERS AND PROMOTIONS, JUST WATCH THIS SPACE 
EVERY ISSUE OR CATCH US ON THE CIRCUIT.

..NEW PRODUCTS. SWARD SPORTS HAVE BEEN DEVELOPING 
NEW PRODUCTS FOR YEARS AND WE’VE MORE TO COME.

..FOR PRICES AND A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE.

..FOR SERVICE TO SKYDIVERS.

NOW IN STOCK !
T h e  H u n t e r  H e l m e t

Quite the best camera helmet in the world and 
exclusively handled by Sward Sports in the UK.

It’s a hand built camera platform with rear entry and a 
great snug fit. If you take your camerawork seriously 

you’ll just love the Hunter Helmet.

T h e  F a c t o r y  D iv e r
All the hot teams are now using hard headgear with an 

integral full face visor. The Factory Diver is 
certainly the winner with its great ‘drawcord’ style 

closing system guaranteeing it won’t come 
off in freefall. The complete anti-mist system makes it 

impossible to fog up. Great colour schemes are 
available and a choice of visors.

AFF • WARP • FUN JUMPING • FREESTYLE • FORMATION SKYDIVING • CHUTE ASSIS • DISPLAYS & DEMOS • TEAMS 
PROGRESSION SKYDIVES • TANDEM • RAPS • STATIC LINE • CANOPY FORMATIONS • STYLE & ACCURACY

24 HOUR ORDER HOTLINE ^
Call us 24 hours a day on our special order hotline. Although it’s attended most of the time you may get the answering service 
so read the following checklist and be prepared to leave your order.

✓ Have your name and address ready ✓ Leave details of the goods required ✓ Fax us if you prefer
✓ Spell place names clearly ✓ Tell us the quantity, colour, size and other options X Don’t speak too fast -
✓ Don’t forget your postcode ✓ Leave your card number and expiry date (we’re just learning shorthand!)

Tel: 01793 772323 / Fax: 01793 772085

Name
Address

Postcode

I enclose a cheque
or please debit my Switch/Access/Visa/Mastercard A/C No:

Expiry Date:

Have you ordered from 
Sward Sports before?

Y E S  [ ]  N O  [

Signature: Home Tel No:

Item
description

Size Colour Custom options 
(size, colour, name etc)

Custom
charge

Item
Price

Qty Total 1 
Price M

5
'Insurance is automatically added to your order unless specified in box 
provided. If you do not accept insurance we take no responsibility for 
non-delivery. Insurance not required (tick box) Q

Post & Packing
UK BFPO&

Europe
Outside
Europe

Orders up to £10.00 
Orders £10.01- £20.00 
Orders £20.01-£50.00 
Orders over £50.00

£2.00
£3.50
£4.50
£5.50

£3.00
£4.00
£5.00
£6.00

£5.00
£7.00

£10.00
£15.00

Goods
Post & Packing
Insurance* .95

TOTAL

S w ard  S p o rts  L td , Mill Farm, The Fox, Purton, Swindon, Wilts SN5 9EF (UK)
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTS
WANTED TEARDROP OR JAVELIN ^ ■ m IRAGE/MAVERICK/MAVERICK ^ B t ALON CLASSIC/RAVEN II

Wanted: Container for 145 Main, Medium har­
ness, fairly new. Teardrop or Javelin 
preferred.

Tel: Steve 0752 768612
ZEROX and TEARDROP/SWIFT

Zerox-navy blue and red, with Swift reserve 
(unused), 215 jumps.
Teardrop-purple and pink, with Swift reserve 
(unused), 230jumps. Altimaster II with each.

Quick sale offers 
Tel: Steve 0538 387237

FURY X 4

4 x Fury Main canopies, Red, yellow and 
Blue.

£250 each ono
Tel: John Horne 0722 433280 (day) 

0985 840225 (eve)
ASSORTED EQUIPMENT

1. Tandem Cypres @ £950 + VAT
2. 282 Foils @ £300 + VAT 

252 Foils @ £300 + VAT
3. 6.5 Aeroconicals P.O.A
4. Talons Fitted for Cypres, RSL, BOC @ 
£100+ VAT
5. Telesis Fitted for FXC, Cypres, RSL, BOC 
(With or without main Pathfinder and reserve 
5.5 SAC) P.O.A.

Tel: Rigging Dept 01980 678276
JAVELIN/SABRE 190/RAVEN II

Container purple with yellow pop top and flash 
-  main, blues with bright green end cell -  
reserve Red! 450jumps -  one owner

offer £1500 
Tel: Scott Dougall 0932 242449

BT65/MI RAG E/PHANTOM 26

Deep pink BT65 in excellent condition. Re­
lined 50 jumps ago. New kangaroo slider. 
Reserve used twice. Mirage in good condi­
tion, suit bigger built person. Must sell, 
surplus to requirement.

Any sensible offer accepted  
Tel: Adrian 01040 44801

Mirage container, Maverick main -  150 
jumps, Maverick reserve -  unused. Suit per­
son 5’2" -  5’5". Very good condition.

£650 ono
Tel: Berny or Torgen 091 5816714 

or 0325 468043 after 6pm
QUASAR/ZPO 170/STELLAR

Quasar -  black and grey. Throwaway on pack. 
ZPO 170- multicoloured (only 4 jumps) with 
collapsible pilot chute. Stellar- unused. Brand 
new kit condition.

£1750
Tel: John 0376 561997 

or Staff 0473 710044
WANT TO EARN SOME MONEY?

“Want to earn some money (or a lot of it!) for 
that dream trip to skydive in blue skies and 
warm weather? Brilliant new range of high 
tech electronic products. Top Independant 
distributors seek kindred spirits to join them 
in getting rich and having fun!”

Tel: Peter and Jan Ritchie, in France on 
+33 56 25 89 83 or fax +33 56 25 89 86

Chaser, fury main, Photon and Swift reserves 
(never used) with carrying backpack.

£700 ono (all vgc) 
Tel: Ian 071 731 4091 (evenings only)

VULCAN/170R

Vulcan container (blue) and 170R square re­
serve, used once, suitable for 170 or 150 
main canopy. Very good condition.

£500 all incl 
Tel: Etain on 0865 881 486 all hours

BT160/RAVEN l/TEARDROP

BT60 -  white and hop pink, optima relined by 
PdF in October ‘94. Raven I. 2-pin Teardrop -  
predominantly black with pink & turquoise 
flashes, X-large harness. Extras -  spare free- 
bag, cutaway & reserve handles.

GBP £1000 
Tel: Tim Moran 0992 715859

Talon classic Black with 3 Gold stripes fitted 
for Cypres, RSL, new BOC (main size 16 for 
Foil 282 or252) complete with Raven II £750. 
Raven I brand new never installed £650. 

Tel: Jeff Chandler -  British Classic 
Team80 625877 (home), 01980 678276 

(work), 01980 671026 (fax work)
KIT FOR SALE

Chaser throwaway, blue. Multi-blue clipper 
194 main, 300jumps. Raven 1b Square re­
serve 182. Aircare jumpsuit to suit 6'0" tall 
M/F. Altimaster, goggles, rig bag. Excellent 
condition ready to jump.

Bargain £650
Tel: Paul 0902 332015

SABRE/PD143/VECTOR

Sabre 135, neon blue/yellow/green 60 jumps. 
PD 143 Res, Vector/RSL all in excellent con­
dition.

offers around £1700
Tel: Dave 0602 701637

SABRE 170

Sabre 170- lemon yellow with turquoise ribs, 
45 jumps from new.

£800
Tel: Jeff Preou 0634 402 523 (home) 

081 781 3661 (work)
XN SWEETHOG/PD135/MICRO RAVEN

XN Sweethog, PD135, 400jumps with Micro 
Raven Reserve (unused)

£800 ono
Also Chaser, Phantom 22, Coe-D 170, 300 
jumps -  £600 ono.
Both ideal first set of gear for small person.

Tel: Nicky 0923 226667
ESPRIT 135

Esprit 135 zero porosity. Only 8 jumps from 
new. Looks good in purple/pink, silver. Micro 
lines and mini links.

£650 ono
Tel: Mike 0603 621415 (day)

Classified adverts cost £5 for 40 words plus 
10p per word thereafter. Adverts can be 
placed by fax or sent by post but payment 
must be received before going to press. 
Cheques should be made payable to: 
A irscape and forwarded to:

AIRSCAPE, MEDIA SUITE,
3 TYERS GATE, LONDON, SE1 3HX.

FAX: 071 378 1208

Chaser -  royal blue and purple with some 
leather. Throway with leather hackey.
Glide Path, Maverick -  200 square feet, pur­
ple, blue, pink, silver.
Phantom 24 -  unused, acid free, plus all 
mods. Complete with kit bag. Packing mat 
and logbook holder.

£500
Tel: Garry 0892 543576 (home) 

0850 196975 (work)
FOR SALE

Rig in excellent condition, less than 100 
jumps. It has been very well looked after. 
T.S.E. Zerox navy/skyblue. Maverick blues/ 
silver CRW mods. Phantom 24 never used.

£650
Tel: F Thetford 0924 283227

RAFSPA SKYDIVING GEAR SALE

CAR BOOT SALE 
SUNDA Y MARCH 26 1995 
How many of us have old gloves, boogies, 
projects, jumpsuits and all sorts of other sky­
diving gear that does nothing other than 
gather dust? “Just in case we need it!”
Now is the time to get rid of it all, at the 
RAFSPA car boot sale.
All items sold must be at “traditional" car boot 
prices, ie, cheap.
If you do, however, have more expensive kit 
available, then for an extra donation, you too 
can have a “pitch” and sell that gear you’ve 
been advertising for the last 2 years!
Each pitch will cost £5, and all the 
proceeds will go towards the training costs of 
the British National 4-way FS team.
If you are interested in a pitch, then please 
contact Wayne Loxton on 0993 844798 or 
071 414 5346 to book, but don’t worry too 
much if you just want to turn up on the day -  
look forward to seeing you there.
0603 716589 (eve).

We have a Cessna 182
which can carry 4 parachutists 
for hire. The rates are £125 
+ VAT per tacho hour with pilot 
(we have a contact who is experienced in this work that 
we could put you in touch with) or £95 + VAT per tacho 
hour dry (with pilot)

Also Aerial Advertising from as little as £250 per hour. 
(Banner construction £50 extra). We operate throughout 

the UK 7 days a week. Positioning charge where applicable

For details on Aerial Photography and surveys please contact:

Sky Ads, Netherthorpe Airfield, Thorpe Salvin, Worksop 
Tel: 0909 482981. Fax 0909 475233. Mobile 0585 292818

AV/A\___
S P E C I A L

ANTONOV AN-2 GIANT BIPLANE

* Enjoy a novel experience in 1994
* Lifts 12 in spacious cabin, quietly
* Avia Special Ltd: UK’ s most experienced 

AN-2 operators - contact:

James Black or Sue Jefferis 
tel 0707 262 774, fax 0707 251 405

ADVERTISERS INDEX
Adrenalin Adventures 14 Freeflight Z-Hills 20 Skydive City 31
Air Care/Frap Hats 8 Hanson Safety Knife 11 Skydive Sebasitan 43
Airofly 35 Heller (Sights) 42 Sky Ads Ltd 39
Airmasters Z-Hills (AFF) 41 Julian Snow Travel 12 Sky Science 21
Airtec (Cypres) 15 Kit Store 1 Square One 45
Airwaves 14 Parachutes de France Inside Back Sward Sky Gear 17
Avia Special 39 Paragear 2 Sward Sports Price List 36
Centro de Paracaidismo (Events) 14 Performance Designs Back Page Symbiosis Suits (new ad) 4
Dodington’s (Altimaster service) 20&39 Perris Valley 48 Symbiosis Suits (Warmwear) 10
Exotic Sky Adventures 32 PD Source 8 Thomas Sports Equipment Inside Front
Flagler Aviation 13 Saffari Excursions 43 West Mercia Insurance 12

Altimaster Service Centre 28 HIGHSĤPSĤlSY?3fl AU
________ Telephone: Whitchurch (01948) 662179

parachutist
D e c /J a n  1995



Page 40

f  m  y a n s la te d  in to  E nglish , su rfin g  
m  th e  “n e t” is the tren dy term  

J L  a p p lied  to  the a c t o f  u sin g  the  
in ternet. O ne o f  the m ost im pressive f e a ­
tures o f  th is v ir tu a l w orld  is th e to ta l 
lack o f  in tern a tio n a l bou ndaries. I use  
w ords like “vir tu a l w o r ld ” w ith  cau tion  
though . A s vogu e term s like  “in fo rm a­
tion su p erh ig h w a y” a n d  “cyb ersp a ce” 
take  th e ir  p la c e  in a ccep ted  vocabu lary  
th ey  risk  m ys tify in g  an essen tia lly  sim ple  
fa c ility . Take an  a rtic le  I rea d  in a recen t 
edition  o f  th e  Sun day Tim es. The h ea d ­
line, “L on ely  h ea rt tan g les w ith  earth ly  
law  in cyb ersp a ce”.

Apparently a love-struck suitor was pestering, 
with e-mail, a woman he had met via an on­
line dating agency. Cue the expert: A New 
York psychiatrist, sex therapist and author of 
the novel “V irtual Love” explains, “People 
could becom e very upset w hen cyberspace 
relationships are broken off.”

Excuse me do I smell cybershit here? It is 
people like this who are mystifying a means of 
communication that is essentially no more mys­
tical than the fax machine, ie, sending words 
down a phone line. The “cyberspace affair” no 
more took place in cyberspace than pen pals 
cement friendships in a pillar box. As for the 
harassment, which the Sunday Times reporter 
had given a futuristic, technological and sinister 
spin (com puter virus-infected sex fiend per­
forms virtual rape, shock, horror), surely it 
could not be anywhere near as troublesome as 
phone calls and considerably less irritating than 
conventional lovesick letters —  you don’t have 
to get out of your chair to bin them.

So let’s duck the sensationalism  and have a 
look at some of the more practical aspects.

Hmm, well it’s still got a lot to do with com­

puters but if you can word process, then there 
is hope for you. But, let me start with an anal­
ogy —  the chat line.

I’m told (ahem) that on a chat line many people 
can converse at once, you can ring up and lis­
ten, butt in, be a pratt, make friends and gener­
ally have a sociable time with people you don’t 
know, or know very well, but only to speak to.

Now imagine a system where there are hun­
dreds of people running a similar service all 
over the world and they all join up, and that 
the people who are listening or talking could 
be calling from anywhere in the world. Their 
calls are routed by a local service provider so 
they pay only the cost of a local call (not an 
0898 number), and simply have to pay a mem­
bership fee. Imagine also that because of the 
enorm ous num ber o f people, the chat lines 
were divided into interest groups so that you 
joined conversations which covered a particu­
lar topic, say skydiving.

Further, im agine that this local call can not 
only get you to a chat group but that every 
day, when you called your local number and 
identified yourself, you got a whole load of 
recorded messages that were solely for you, 
sent by anyone who was a member of one of 
the groups on the system (ie, e-mail).

Expand the service now so that apart from chat 
and personal messages you could get informa­
tion; you could be asked to be put through to, 
say, the weather bureau in Val d’Isere for the 
local ski conditions, or a number in the States 
that could give you information on DZs that 
you could hit during a business trip to Australia. 
If you couldn’t find the info you ring up the 
skydiving chatline and ask, knowing that you’ll 
get an answer if not immediately within a few 
hours. Not only that but the person who fields 
your message fixes you up for a 20-way on the 
Saturday morning after you arrive.

In fact the most difficult concept to understand 
is why there are so many people out there will­

ing to provide so much for nothing. There are 
gigabytes o f dates, times, books, lists, pictures, 
songs (yep - digitised music) and news items 
etc, etc. That is the essence of it. Once you’ve 
sorted out your access with a local service 
provider (who is the only person you pay, apart 
from BT), ie someone with a machine and the 
software that will route your call, store your 
mail etc, then for the cost of a local call, you 
can visit anywhere in the world. There are thou­
sands of people who have set up computers 
attached to a phone line just for the pleasure of 
making information available, or for others to 
put information they think will be useful on to.

For in stance  at the U n iversity  o f F lo rida , 
som eone has se t up a skydiv ing  database  
which contains DZ information and skydiving 
photographs. The skysurfer you see coming 
out o f the screen in the picture above was 
downloaded in 3 mins flat from there, to my 
office in London SE1. It has been put there, 
along with a hundred or so others, for anyone 
to log on to and download. It is not surprising, 
therefore, to find out that the fuel for growth 
o f the internet has been the academic and mili­
ta ry  e s tab lish m en ts , w hich  exp la in s  w hy 
lib ra ries , N A SA , un iv ersities  e tc , fea tu re  
prominently.

I t’s all made possible by clever networking 
message handling and routing software and 
big computers which can allow many people 
on the system at once.

The good new s, how ever, for the average 
technophobe, is that once you have got your 
system set up i t ’s so automated that, unless 
you can 't even use a cashpoint machine, you 
can’t fail to use the internet, especially for the 
basic e-mail and newsgroup facilities. I w on’t 
pretend that getting modems to work is a cinch 
but it’s getting easier.

One route that is a cinch is to buy a laptop with 
one already installed, all you have to do is plug 
the phone cable provided into the socket and 
get to grips with the communications software.

But why would you want to get involved in all 
this? Well, it’s not for everybody, but if you 
regularly need to correspond, communicate or 
even do research it may be.

Take e-mail. I t’s efficient —  no stamps, no 
envelope, no com plicated formatting, so no 
fancy word processors are needed; function 
not form is the aim.

Communications are short and to the point for 
e ffic ien cy , p rom pted  by the fact that you 
rapidly build a network of regular correspon­
dents (I very quickly realised that the idea was 
not to write a proper letter to everyone, it’s not 
feasible with 20 letters to write per day on top 
of normal business). Keeping to two or three 
lines focuses the message and cuts the bullshit.

Of course the mail is read and replies are com­
posed off-line. Your phone bill is not ticking 
away, and you can take as long as you like. 
Once you log on to the system your mail goes 
whizzing off, passing on the way down the 
wire, any mail for you (which has been sitting 
on your service provider’s hard disk, waiting
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for you to log on) which sits itself on to your 
hard disk. Mail can be anything from a short 
m essage to a picture, to a spreadsheet file. 
A nything dig ita l basically . O nce that, and 
news items that you have expressed an interest 
in receiving, has come down the line, if you’re 
not interested in exploring the globe you just 
log off, read and reply. Next time you log on, 
off go your messages.

If you do w ant to explore the globe w hile 
logged on, then  you tap in the e lec tron ic  
address of the computer you want to visit (no 
more mystical than a phone number or post­
code) and o ff you go. Y our screen, after a 
short pause becom es a term inal on to that 
computer, you log on, change directories find 
files and download them.

Having done my best to demystify the inter­
net, I’ll give you an example o f some stuff that 
landed on my hard disk after I logged on to the 
internet and started collecting the skydiving 
sessions. I ’ve edited it a bit (my comments are 
in bold italics), it is one of at least a hundred 
topics that are under discussion at the moment.

A contributor sparked o ff the following debate 
after a w ater landing in which his canopy 
proved to be a hazard saying: “All that theoret­
ical knowledge is great until you’re tangled in 
suspension lines and a clinging, wet canopy.”

He stated firm ly that in future he would be:
“pulling the cutaway handle 10-12 feet above 
the surface and going for the PLF when I hit 
the water.”

A reply cam e: “You absolutely can’t judge 
height above the water if you’re far from land.
I know someone who died doing that a few 
years ago. He had a few thousand jumps, and 
was a good swimmer. He cut away from about 
150 ft. I ’m  sure he thought it was ten feet. It’s 
a question o f what’s worse —  trying to swim 
out from under a clingy canopy or lying face 
down unconscious in the water.”

A debate ensued about how one could accu­
rately gauge height above water since: “The 
water surface is a fractal [effectively]. No matter 
how far away from it you are, you get the same 
visual effect. You certainly would have difficul­
ty telling the difference between 75ft and 10ft! 
People have *died* from cutting away at what 
they believed was a safe altitude over water.”

“You should never cutaway before entering 
the water. The only [perhaps] exception to 
that is if the body of water is so small that you 
are very, very close to landmarks on land, or 
perhaps you are landing right next to a boat.

Well, can you or can’t you tell how high up 
you are? A contributor who had experienced 
an unintentional ocean landing wrote: “I will
dare to say [with caution] that if you are very 
careful, you can tell the difference between 
10ft and 100ft above the surface if  certain con­
ditions exist such as wind, agitated waves and 
if it is sunny.”

“I did cutaway from my main on my ocean- 
landing and I did it at about 4-5 ft above the 
surface, as I had planned. I did not rely on just 
the surface of the water, because this will not 
give you enough information to make a good

estimate o f your true altitude. “One can gauge 
from craft on the water, the trees around the 
body o f w ater or other surrounding features 
how high they are.”

I t was p o in te d  o u t how ever, th a t w h ile: 
“Jumping into a lake a couple of hundred feet 
wide is different than landing 1/4 mile off­
shore of an ocean, you can still be fooled!”

An enterprising contributor suggested that:
“The jum per could drop their helmet —  if  it 
falls for 13.5 minutes, he is a smidgen too high 
to cut loose.”

Hmm, now that’s an idea, the soundness o f  
this idea was exposed thus: “Dropping your 
helmet is not doing your head any favours. The 
reason why you have it is to protect your head. 
If  the w ater is not deep and there are rocks 
around, you’re gonna be very sad that you 
didn’t keep it. Keeping your helmet on and not 
cutting away over water makes sense to me.”

Another flaw: ‘T his plan is unworkable. By the 
tim e you’re at 10ft, drop your helm et and 
observe that it hits pretty quick, you won’t have 
time to cut away before you’re in the water too.”

The originator o f  the plan agreed with these 
criticism s and m odified  it accordingly: “I 
would drop my altitude estimator [meaning any­
thing but the helmet] probably about 20-30ft, 
and be ready to cut loose by a dozen or so feet.”

W hat a b o u t the g o o d  o ld  a lti?  “Y ou can 
check your altim eter as w ell, although i t ’s 
hard to use when the gradations become small­
er than 100ft.”

Aha, but it’s unlikely that the water is at the 
same altitude as your D Z! “Good point, the 
chances are that it will be lower so you would 
cut away a bit high.”

Well, le t’s get back to the main point... “The 
fact rem ains that several people have been 
killed by cutting away too high over water. I 
do n ’t know  of anyone k illed  because they 
d id n ’t cu t aw ay . T o be su re , som e have 
drowned also but there’s no evidence that cut­
ting away would have improved their situa­
tion. The reason why the SIM says not to cut 
away until contact is made is because it’s a 
demonstrated bad idea.”

The original a u th o r’s opinion is that with
“significant amounts of nylon over my head I 
plan on m itigating  the potential hazard by 
putting some distance between myself and the 
parachute. I view the parachute as the hazard, 
not the water. I can swim literally for hours. But 
no matter how good a swimmer you are, once 
you’re weighted down and your range of move­
ment is restricted, you have a major problem.

This was a ccep ted  w ith re se rva tio n s:  “I
accept that it is possible to cut away very care­
fully at 10ft and walk \swim | away. But I ask: 
is it worth the risk to go back into freefall 
based on your guess o f your altitude? Also 
consider that anybody who has tried this stunt 
too high to survive is not available to relate 
their experiences as rebuttal.”

B«?...“W hat about the people that drowned 
because they cou ldn’t extricate them selves 
from their ‘chute?”

The reply: “You’re exaggerating the relative 
dangers o f nylon in the w ater versus high 
speed w ater h itting  your body. H igh speed 
water is almost always deadly. Nylon in the 
water is generally not.

This was not accepted. “I don’t think I am 
exaggerating. I f  so many people died in the 
early days o f skydiving from  unintentional 
water landings and swimming isn’t that diffi­
cult, there has to be a correlation between the 
added dim ension of d ifficulty  vis-a-vis the 
parachute. If many folks were perishing from 
their unintentional water landings, it’s hard to 
believe as a percentage they all couldn’t swim.”

Others contributed to the debate including the 
suggestion that fo r  ocean landings near the 
coast: “Avoid landing in the surf zone. You are 
better off with a longer swim to the beach than 
trying to get out of a harness in the surf.”

A nd to help you get free quickly “Have B-12 
leg straps so it’s even easier to get out o f your 
harness quickly in an emergency situation.”

The skydiving newsgroup is very active. I t’s 
the ultimate grapevine. Nothing newsworthy 
happens without getting sooner rather than 
later on to the net. For instance, I  had to wait 
a week fo r  returning skydivers to get news o f  
the W orld  reco rd  a tte m p t in B ra tis lava . 
Eyewitness accounts were available on the 
internet on the day after.

A lthough  predom in an tly  A m erican s con­
tribute, it is truly international. One can start 
personal correspondence with any o f  the con­
tributors to the newsgroup. I ’ve communicat­
ed  with skyd ivers fro m  F inland, Sweden, 
South A frica, A m erica, Scotland, France, 
and Russia and have only been active fo r  a 
couple o f  months.

The Parachute Industries Association are on­
line and have a bulletin board that can be 
dialled up i f  you have a modem. Via them, 
you can access many o f  the kit manufactur­
ers, including Airtec, Strong Enterprises etc.

It is difficult to explain such a vast sprawling 
structure and the way it works in one article. 
My main message is that it is fa r  simpler than 
you may think, but fo r  those o f  you who are 
not tempted to jo in  the bandwidth, I  will keep 
an eye on the skydiving section and bring  
new s and in terestin g  d iscu ssion s to  yo u r  
attention. Watch this (cyber)space.

Ola
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■  Tandem Jumps
AFF Instruction

(ARP Instruction
■  Student Gear Rentals

■  Primary and Advanced 
Relative Work Instruction

Phone (813) 788-5591 ■  Fax (813) 783-1339

Phoenix/Z-Hills 
Parachute Center

P.O. Box 1889, Zephyrhills, FL 33539

■  V
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"A rainy day in southern California. 100 way time. 
100 jumpers, 7 pilots, 1 Twin Otter, 3 DC 3’s are 
waiting for a break in the clouds. 2:12 p.m. Finally 
the break in the clouds - we might just get one try at 
the elusive 100 way concentric ring dive. 2:44 exit! 
T he formation slowly builds to a beautiful 100 way 
concentric ring. T here is only one chance for me to 
catch the perfect formation precisely centered from 
the right angle and at the right second. Therefore 
my ring sight has to be the best. A H E L L E R  
SIG H T is my first choice."

Michael M cGowan Professional Freefall Photographer

A v ailab le  at you r d ea le r or from :

FSW  H E L L E R  G m bH  
P .O .B o x  1204
D -82019  T au fk irch en  /  G erm any 
P hone: 0 1 0 4 9 -8 9 -6 1 2  2829 
Fax: 0 1 0 4 9 -8 9 -6 1 2  6869
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f DISCOUNT GEAR \
I SALES !

UK Distributor for Florida Dealer 
Direct from USA at discounted prices.

Stiletto £999 

Sabres from £939

l PD and Raven Reserves from £629 !

= Affordable prices for Vectors
a Many items available from stock
I We can arrange sales for pickup in the USA
o\
Q
o .

3 At least 15%  d iS C O U I l t  on all items
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I  Call now for details I I
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I Tel/Fax 01764 663350
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s A F F a r i  Excursions
The alternative skydiving adventure 

£1500 secures you:
■ 10 days at a private drop zone/game ranch in 
Southern Africa
■ internationally experienced instructors will guide you 
through level I -8 AFF (equivalent to BPA Cat 8)
■ return airfare and airport transfers
■ evening game viewing with ‘sundowners’ at private 
game ranch
■ cultural evenings and all the fun and sun you can 
handle!
■ state of the art equipm ent.................................

What are you waiting for?
Slots are limited and will be secured on a first come, 
first served basis. Complete your AFF course and have 
a superb holiday at the same time.

F or an inform ation  p a ck  teleph one 071 602 2632

♦ ♦♦ ANNOUNCING NEW OWNERSHIP ♦♦♦

/rport Dr.

r
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SKYDIVE SEBASTIAN

Andy Peckett 
General Manager, AFFI &  Tandem 

1993 Skydiver of the Year

Andy Grimwade 
Owner/Operator 

AFF, Tandem &  Video

Wanda Middleton 
Events &  P.R. Coordinator 

AFFI

Dino Procos 
AFFI &  Tandem l/E

Jeff Barbani 
AFFI &  

World Champion

Teresa Thames 
AFFI S &  TA

Pat Dodein 
AFFI &  Tandem l/E

Wayne George 
Pilot, Master Riaaer 

AFFI

Bern Hoffman 
AFF JM

Bob Smith 
Tandem

Bruce Kov/ak 
Tandem

Martin Evans 
Sky-Eye 

Sequential Organizer

Tracy Eckersley 
Sky-Eye 

Sequential Video

Jeannie McAbbee 
Video

365 DAY FLIGHT LINE! Our Staff Has 180 yrs. Experience & 50,000 Jumps 
TWIN OTTER & C-182's WHY JUMP ANYWHERE ELSE?

ON CALL:
DC-3, CARIBOU, KINGAIR & CASA

Best Sceneiy In Florida!
Scuba Diving, Deep Sea Fishing, W ind Surfing, Flight School 

Palm Trees & Soft, Ocean Breezes

WE HAVE IT!
AFF, Tandem, Coaching, Video, 

Skydive University

Average AFF Student Course Is 3 Days

Norm Ross 
Pilot, Master Rigger 

AFFI &  Tandeml
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Kit 
News
DUAL HAWK TANDEM  
UPDATES MANDATED  

BACKGROUND:
This bulletin mandates five updates that 
were previously recommendations.
SERVICE BULLETIN: Inspect all 
Dual Hawk Tandems for compliance 
and unless previously updated, make 
the following changes in accordance 
with instructions available from Strong 
Enterprises:
1. Replace yellow cable cutaway han­
dle with breakaway drogue release 
PN 862020. (Ref 13/3/94 addendum 
to DHT Manual and Tandem Jump­
ing No 15, Feb 94).
2. Change type VIII main risers to type 
VII main risers. (Ref. Tandem News 
No 14, March ’93.)

3. Change reserve free bag from light 
blue bag with nitrile O-rings or rubber 
bands to orange bag PN 730324 with 
bungee stows and plastic chokers. 
(Ref Tandem News No 7, Jan.’91; 
NOTE: This bulletin cancels Service 
Bulletin No 10.)
4. Modify Master reserve canopies 
manufactured prior to 10th Sept. 1990 
by adding reinforcing tape across tail. 
Canopies not previously updated will 
have stabilizers that stop about one 
and a half inches short of the tail, 
while updated units will have the sta­
bilizers sewn directly to the tail.
5. Install Cypres AAD. (Ref. Tandem
News No 12, May/June ’92 & TN No 
16, Aug ’94.)___________________

A RELIABLE RADIO SYSTEM
For the last 14 years I have been using a 
radio system to talk students down. Until 
recently, for one reason or another, I 
could not guarantee any more than 80 - 
90% reliability. With the advent of RAPS 
it is even more desirable to have as close 
to 100% reliability as possible. This we 
have now achieved at Eaglescott, and I 
would like to pass on the following infor­
mation to anyone who may be interested.

Receivers
The system consists of a hard helmet 
(Centurion motorcycle helmet BS5361- 
76), to which we have fitted 49MHz re­
ceivers which mount on the chest strap 
with a lead to the helmet. The helmet has 
a small speaker concealed within the lin­
ing, and an aerial taped over the top.

The receivers start life as small personal 
communicators (transceivers), and are 
readily available from shops selling CB 
and other radio equipment. They are 
about £40 each. They come with a head­
band and a boom microphone, both of 
which you need to remove. These are sold 
under various names, one of which is a 
Midland Tracker Model 75-101 hands free
2 way FM radio (this, of course, is only 
used in the receive mode). The beauty of 
this system is that the speaker is inside 
the helmet, and therefore clearly audible.

Transmitter
This is a more state of the art unit, and is 
sold as a Maxon 49 MX hands free com­
municator. It has five channels, costs 
about £85, and reaches in excess of 4- 
5000’ AGL, with very clear reception in 
the helmets. Channel B is 49.845MHz, 
which corresponds to the receivers. It can 
be used on VOX, but we prefer PTT. It is, 
quite importantly, DTI WT Licence ex­
empt. In use, you wear a headband with 
an earpiece and boom microphone-this 
is useful as you can hear exactly what you 
are transmitting, and soon become aware 
when the batteries need changing as there 
is a low battery light, but it is difficult to 
see in sunlight.
We have used these transmitters for the 
last 3 - 4 months with 100% success, and
I am totally happy with them. Of course, 
no radio system will replace training, and 
the students are obviously made aware 
of this. It is still useful, though, to be able 
to assist them occasionally, resulting in 
first-jump students landing on the target 
most times.
The headband version is the one we use 
for talking to RAPS students as it has an 
external aerial which is more efficient than 
the other version of the Maxon 49 HX, 
which has ear microphones (which we 
tried out). This one, used on VOX, is popu­
lar with motor-cycle schools. It can be 
used for WARP and AFF as external noise 
does not affect its use.

If anybody would like more information, 
please give me a ring at Eaglescott, or 
call Clive at CBM, 30 South Street, South 
Molton, Devon EX36 4AE, Tel: 0769 
572820. He will know exactly what you 
mean as I have pestered him for the last 
year until we came up with this solution!

by Dave Tylcoat

ELECTRONIC SCORING IN 
SPAIN

At the I PC meeting in India earlier this year, 
Larsen & Brusgaard of Denmark was given 
the task to develop an easy operating elec­
tronic scoring system by which the judges 
could present their scores immediately and 
with extreme timing accuracy.
The TruScore™ was finished several 
months later and became the official scor­
ing system for judging the World cup in 
Spain -  performing flawlessly.
One of the main goals for Larsen &

Brusgaard was to make the TruScore 
simple to operate -  with the use of the PC 
mouse only. Using Microsoft Windows™ 
software it took thus just a few minutes for 
the Event Judges to install and operate the 
system.
The less workload on the judges was im­
mediately noticed from the very beginning 
of the World Cup. Among other things it 
was no longer necessary to use hand-held 
stopwatches, collect scoresheets after 
each jump for collation of the final score, 
etc,etc.
The judges simply pressed the start but­
tons on their control panels on exit -  most 
often they would be seeing the live signal 
from the transmitter carried by the 
videographer -  and watched the jump for 
any infringements. At the computer calcu­
lated end of working time (based on the 
average start times from the middle three 
judges) the monitor screens would go 
blank, On the second play the judges 
pressed the scoring buttons accordingly 
while the Event Judge supervised the 
process on his detailed main window lay­
out. Most often, the laser printer provided 
the official score even before the team 
had landed!

Also at the Olympic Challenge Event the 
TruScore proved its superiority by accu­
rately calculating whether the release of 
the exit star formation was inside or out­
side the 5 second mark and then com­
pute when the 15 second end of work­
ing time would arrive.
The TruScore system is carried in a small 
carrying case complete with program dis­
kette for any type of PC or laptop com­
puter and includes software for the 4-way 
and 8-way disciplines as standard. The 
price is about US$ 7,000.00.
For further information about the 
TruScore Judging System, optional soft­
ware packages and accessories, please 
contact LARSEN & BRUSGAARD, 
Mosevej 3 4070 Kr. Hyllinge, Denmark. 
Tel: +45 42 40 44 05 / Fax: +45 46 75 77 
22.

CYPRES SAVES
The Student Cypres had its first outing of 
the year on September 4 at Hoevenen, 
Belgium, when a student had a lineover 
after being unstable on opening. He did 
not cut away and the fast rate of descent 
caused the Cypres to fire. The student 
landed safely under both canopies.
On September 16 an experienced skydiver 
had difficulties deploying her throwaway, 
and after several unsuccessful attempts 
cut away instead of pulling the reserve. Her 
Expert Cypres fired at 750’. She was later 
unable to explain why she had not tried to 
open the reserve, quite a common 
occurence among those who have AAD 
deployments.
This was the 11th Cypres save this year 
and the 40th in all; the average experience 
of each Skydiver saved is over 500jumps.
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BOOK
REVIEW

Flying Rebel -  the Story of 
Louis Strange

J fiis is the latest in a series o f avia­
tion histories by Peter Hearn, 
author o f  Parachutist, The Sky 
People, Sky High Irvin, and When the 

Chute Went Up.

His subject this time is Group Captain 
Louis Strange, who served with the 
RFC in World War I and again with 
the RA F in W orld War II. Louis  
Strange was one o f the few  airmen to

be awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross in both conflicts; his sheer cour­
age and unorthodox methods marked 
him out as a truly heroic rebel.

The story covers much of the evolu­
tion of the Royal Flying Corps and the 
aerial combat in the First World War is 
brought most vividly and authentically 
to life. Louis Strange entered the war 
as a Lieutenant and was one of the first 
of 37 pilots to cross the Channel in 1914 
to begin the war against Germany; by 
1917 he was Lieutenant Colonel with 
an MC and Assistant Commandant at 
the Central Flying School, Upavon. 
Back in France in 1918 he was awarded 
both the DSO and the DFC. Between 
the wars he was most active in com­
mercial aviation and in 1940 at the age 
of 49 rejoined the RAF as a Pilot Of­

ficer. Three weeks after Dunkirk he was 
promoted Squadron Leader and posted 
to Ringway as the first OC Parachute 
Training School.

There is only one parachuting chapter 
in this book, covering the birth of Air­
borne Forces training. There is, how­
ever, so much more to tell about this 
aviator whose fifty years of active fly­
ing encompassed 115 aircraft types from 
the 1913 Box-Kite to the Venom jet of 
1955. This is a tremendous read for all 
who prefer real-life adventure and I have 
no hesitation in recommending it to all 
members.

Doug Peacock

DETAILS
Flying Rebel -  the Story of Louis 
Strange by Peter Hearn 
Published by HMSO 
Price £13.95.

Video REVIEW

The video o f  the British Woman’s 
Formation Skydiving Record at 
Langar comprises 30 mins o f su­
perb footage to music and is an ab­
solute must to banish those winter 
blues.

The video begins with exits from 
Langar’s Skyvan, Cessna Caravan 
and Let 410 from 14,000ft to smash 
the previous record of 24 with a 29- 
way. Cameramen Adrian Thornton 
and John D rew ’s footage is 
complimented by Cornelia Wey­
mouth’s in-formation shots. Split 
screen editing is used to good ef­
fect.

Once the 30-way is successfully ac­
complished there is a section with 
commentary from the BBC - lots 
of words like plummeting etc - 
usual fare.

Things start hotting up with a suc­
cessful 38-way to music from ‘Top 
Gun’, culminating in a 50 -way at­
tempt from 15 grand. Everyone 
pushes themselves to the limit to 
achieve this, but in the end the 
maximum formation of the meet 
is the 48 way.

The visuals of all three aircraft in 
close formation for the run in and 
exit are great, I’m positively green 
with envy.

The final segment of this well-ed- 
ited and very watchable video con­
sists of photos available from their 
respective photographers.

To order your copy contact Adrian 
Thornton, Air 2 Air Video. Tel 
01404 44801.

Iain

Stiletto Flexon Sabre Vector Cyprus Stiletto Flexon Sabre Vector
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BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
AFFILIATED AND ASSOCIATED CLUBS AND CENTRES

Black Knights Parachute Centre
Open Weekends and Bank Holidays 08:00 to 20:00 hours. 
Cessna 185 (in-flight door), 1 st Jump S/L courses. Radios 
and Aeroconicals. S/L and F/F progression to Cat 10, WARP, 
RW and CRW instruction. Tandems, Air-to-air video. Accuracy 
pit, new lecture room. Canteen, showers, washing & toilet 
facilities, camping on DZ.
Contact: Bob Parry 
Patty’s Farm 
Hilliam Lane
Cockerham, Nr Lancaster 
Tel: Weekend 0524 791820 
Tel: Midweek 051 924 5560
Blue Skies Parachute Centre
Contact: George McGuiness
Bishops Court Airfield
Bishops Court
Co Down
N Ireland
Tel: 0238 510744
DZ: 0396 842202

Border Parachute Centre
Open Friday afternoon and weekends all year and by 
arrangement during the week in summer. Progression, 
coaching and competition weeks in May and September. SL 
Round, RAPS, Tandem and AFF courses, WARP, CRW, Style 
and Accuracy coaching. Artificial pit, electronic pad, video, 
team rates, canteen, Cherokee 6 and Riems Rocket. Bar, 
restaurant, accommodation nearby and great beaches for 
barbecues.
Border Parachute Centre 
Embleton
Northumberland NE66 3XF 
Tel: 0665 721053

British Parachute School
Open everyday 9am to 8pm. S/L round and square, Tandem 
and AFF. Two aircraft -  Islander & Cessna 206. We have 
everything! Unrestricted altitude. Canteen, camping, 
bunkhouse.
British Parachute School
The Control Tower
Langar Airfield
Langar
Nottingham
Tel/Fax: 0949 60878

British Skysports, Bridlington
Open seven days a week. S/L Square, Tandem & AFF. 
Rounds available for visiting jumpers. WARP, CRW & 
accuracy coaching, accuracy pit and electronic read out. 
Student conversion from S/L round to square courses. Cessna 
206, video, canteen, shower and toilets. Inexpensive local 
accommodation. Visitors very welcome, friendly atmosphere. 
Aircare full rigging facility -  with advanced rigger.
Contact: Dave or Nick Johnston
East Leys Farm
Grindale
Bridlington
East Yorkshire Y016 4YB 
Tel: 0262 677367 / 0836 276188
Cornwall Parachute Centre
A different kind of Skydiving Centre! Cleanest and friendliest 
centre around. Emphasis on having fun and learning. C182 
with Inflight Door, Unrestricted Altitude, Static Line Squares, 
RW Instruction under the Kinesthesia Program, Creepers, 
Video facilities, all types of jumping including FS and 
Freestyle. Good Jump Prices, Everyone Welcome, Local 
Accommodation available.
Cornwall Parachute Centre
Frans Ranch
Old Naval Airfield
St Merryn
Cornwall
Tel: 0841 540691
Devon and Somerset 
Parachute School
Part time club based at Dunkeswell Airfield. Running 1st Jump 
Static Line Courses, Tandem, AFF Courses with very 
experienced instructors who have been running AFF at 
Dunkeswell for 5 years. Student Radio’s, Reserves with 
AADs. Local Accommodation available, Meals available on 
Airfield as well as a Bar.
Devon & Somerset Parachute School
30 Tower Way
Highfield
Dunkeswell
Nr Honiton
Devon
Tel: 0404 891690

Eaglescott Parachute Centre
Open every weekend: weekdays by arrangement. Friendly 
small club atmosphere with emphasis on safety. Square S/L 
student training. AADs, helmet radios WARP, RW, CRW, 
Style and Accuracy. Cessna 180 with in-flight door.Canteen 
on site, good range of local beer, food, B&B. Tents and 
caravans on DZ.
Eaglescott Parachute Centre
Eaglescott Airfield
Ashreigney
Chumleigh
Devon EX18 7PH
Tel: 0769 60726/0769 3552
Headcorn Parachute Centre
Open daily 9am to dusk. Two Islanders, accuracy pit and pad, 
progression weeks, competitions, organised jollies, Tandem 
and AFF, Raps, Rounds and WARP instruction. Free 
accommodation, cafeteria, parachute shop for all your 
parachuting needs.
Headcorn Aerodrome 
Headcorn 
Kent TN27 9HX 
Tel: 0622 890862 
Fax: 0622 890641

Ipswich Parachute Centre
Open 8.30am until dark 6 days (closed Tuesdays). Pilatus 
Porter and Islander available. Student RW and CRW 
instruction by full time staff. Accuracy pit, excellent riging 
facility. Food, accommodation, camping and bar on drop zone.
Ipswich Parachute Centre 
Ipswich Airport 
Nacton Road 
Ipswich
Suffolk IP3 9QF 
Tel: 0473 710044 
Fax: 0473 271055

London Parachute School
Weekend club: beginners courses and progression training. 
Farmland DZ. B&B available locally. Aeroconicals, radios, 
boots and helmets loaned free. All welcome at small but 
friendly club. Please telephone beforehand for weekend activity.
London Parachute School 
PO Box 18 
Goring on Thames 
Reading RG8 9EW 
Tel: Drop Zone 0249 651909 
Tel: Weekends 0860 559112
Merlin Parachute Centre
Open weekends and Bank holidays 9am till dark. Static Line 
Round parachuting courses every satuday, Tandem & AFF by 
arrangement, CRW & Formation skydiving (coaching 
available, accuracy pit, BN Islander with in-flight door, friendly 
atmosphere, bring two passport photos for camp pass. 
Canteen facilities, indoor packing, camping and B&B close to 
airfield at local pub.
Merlin Parachute Centre 
Alanbrook Bks 
Topcliffe, Near Thirsk 
North Yorkshire 
Tel: Weekdays 0274 631044 
Tel: Weekends 0748 875396
Midland Parachute Centre
Open every weekent 9am to 9pm. Static Line, Tandem and 
WARP. Canteen open during jumping hours serving snacks, 
drinks and lunches. Free bunk-house accommodation. Many 
local B&B’s, tents but no caravans.
Midland Parachute Centre 
The Control Tower 
Windrush Camp 
Nr Burford
Oxfordshire, 0X18 4TW
Tel: Weekends 0451 844422 or 844449
Tel/Fax: Weekdays 0787 461621
North West Parachute Centre
In fabulous lakeland scenery. RW, CRW, WARP, Kit Hire, BN 
Islander, bunk house, showers etc. Camping on airfield, 
visitors welcome open weekends and bank holidays mostly.
North West Parachute Centre
Cark Airfield
Flookburgh
Nr Grange-Over-Sands
Cumbria
Tel: Airfield 05395 58672/58555 
Tel: Weekdays 0772 720848

Oxon & Northants Parachute Centre
Open every weeekend and midweek by arrangement during 
B.S.T. friendly atmosphere, visitors welcome, good local pub. 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield situated 1 mile off A422 between 
Banbury and Brackley. ‘First Jump’ Static-line courses, 
Tandem, Free-fall Progression, kit hire, student radios, 
Cessnas 182 and 206 aircraft.
Contact: Mike Bolton, Chief Instructor 
Oxon & Northants Parachute Centre 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield 
Steane, Nr Brackley 
Northants NN13 5NS 
Tel: Office 0384 393373 
Tel: Mobile 0850 762349

Paraclan Parachute Centre
Open all year round, weekends 0900-2100, mid week by 
arrangement during BST. S/L Rounds, Tandem, WARP, 
CRW, Formation, Style, Accuracy, Para Demos. Toilets, 
canteen, parking, B/B and Pubs nearby. Aircraft Cessna 207, 
BN Islander.
Contact: Ron Groat 
Kinnell Airfield 
Friockheim 
Angus
Scotland DD11 4XX 
Tel: 0241 828999

Peterborough Parachute Centre
Skyvan and Islander, AFF, WARP, Tandem. Bunkhouse 
accommodation, free camping, showers, bar, food. 
Unrestricted altitude. Twenty years experience.
Peterborough Parachute Centre
Sibson Airfield
Wansford
Peterborough PE8 6NE 
Tel: 0832 280490 
Fax: 0832 280409

Peterlee
Open 8.30am to 8.30 pm. Basic S/L courses, progression, 
Raps, WARP, rigging, displays. On site conveniences.
The Airfield 
Shotton Colliery
Pptorlpp
Co Durham DH6 2ND 
Tel: 091 5171234 
Fax: 091 3865315

Scottish Parachute Club
Open 9am to 9pm weekends and public holidays. Over thirty 
years of skydiving in Scotland. AFF with square on square, 
video on every jump, Cypres fitted to all AFF equipment. S/L 
Round and Tandem courses, WARP, CRW, FS, Style and 
Accuracy coaching with video. Two Cessna 206’s, artificial pit 
and electronic pad, cheap jump prices, shop, excellent 
student progression. Canteen, TV room, B&B and camping in 
local town.
Contact Scotty Milne 
Scottish Parachute Club 
Strathallan Airfield 
Nr Auchterarder, Perthshire 
Perthshire PH31 LA 
Tel: 0374 686161 
Tel: Weekends 0764 662572

Skydive Scotland
Open Wednesday to Sunday (inclusive). Friendly, fun centre 
with emphasis on safety. First jump training on square and 
round canopies with radios and AADs. Tandem, AFF, RAPS, 
WARP, CRW, Accuracy. Kit hire available also large accuracy 
pit and Display Team. 2 Aircraft -  Islander (in-flight door) and 
Cessna 207 always available to unrestricted altitude. 
Canteen, dormitories, hot showers, toilets and camping 
facilities all on airfield.
Skydive Scotland 
The Parachute Centre,
Errol Airfield,
Grange 
Errol 
PH27TB
Tel/Fax: 0821-642881 (Office) 
or 0821-642673 (Airfield)
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Parachute Centre, The
Young progressive centre, operated by Skydivers for 
Skydivers. Student and RW. Progression, AFF, Tandem, 
RAPS, courses. Weekend and midweek evenings at present. 
Aircraft -  C182 with others on occasional call. New club 
building, unrestricted altitude. Canteen and accommodation 
available.

The Sport Parachute Centre
Tilstock Airfield
Whitchurch
Shropshire
Tel: 0948 841111

Stirling Parachute Centre
Open weekends and some midweek. S/L Round Tandem, 
RW and CRW instruction, WARP instruction, lecture rooms, 
packing facilities, indoor training and B&B nearby.

Stirling Parachute Centre 
Thornhill 
Nr Stirling 
Scotland FK8 3QT 
Tel: 0786 870788 
Fax: 0786 870748

Target Skysports Parachute Club
Open Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday and any other 
weekdays by arrangement. Static line Round, RAPS, WARP, 
RW and CRW, Tandem and AFF, Radio Helmets, AAD’s 
student and experienced, kit hire. Aircraft -Tw in Dornier (15 
places), Cessna 206 in-flight door, Cherokee 6 and Piper 
Lance. Competitive jump prices -  everyone welcome, 
unrestricted altitude. On airfield -  bar, cafe, toilets and 
showers. Accommodation -  caravans and camping.

Target Skysports 
Hibaldstow Airfield 
Hibaldstow 
Brigg
South Humberside 
Tel: Anyday 0532 505600 
Tel: Drop Zone 0652 648837 
Fax: 0532 571071

Wild Geese Ireland
Open 7 days a week -  8am till dark. S/L round, S/L square 
courses daily, tandems, training to Cat 10, CRW, display 
team, kit hire, AAD’s radios, large accuracy pit with 
competition pad. Cessna 206, Pilatus Porter. Accommodation 
for 36, camping welcome, how showers, full catering, games room.
Contact: Maggie Penny 
Wild Geese Skydiving Centre 
Movenis Airfield 
116 Carrowreagh Road 
Garvagh, Coleraine 
Co Londonderry 
N Ireland BT51 5LQ 
Tel: Drop Zone 02665 58609 
Fax: Drop Zone 02665 57050
West Wilts Parachute Club
Ex Badminton Parachute Club 
Correspondence Address:
Contact: John Davis 
24 Turners Lane 
Crudwell 
Malmesbury 
Wilts SN16 9EN 
Tel: 0666 577756

OTHER ORGANISATIONS ASSOCIATED TO THE BPA
British Collegiate Parachute 
Association
Affiliations 1994795
Bath University Glasgow University
Kent University Kingston University
University of Central Lancashire Lancaster University
Manchester Metropolitan University 
Southampton University 
Sussex University

BCPA C/O Catherine Symonds -  Chairman
do 23 Prince Lee Meadows
Darwen, Lancashire BB3 2BQ
Tel: 0254 776705
Ellen Ruston -  Secretary
35 Delacy Street
Ashton, Preston, PR2 2DD
Tel: 0772 881360

The Free Fall Company
Peter Allum and Kevin McCarthy run the the AFF School, they 
also offer FS coaching -  one to one, 4-way, 8-way. Trips to 
Gap (S France) can be organised. See Peterborough 
Parachute Centre.
The Free Fall Company 
Sibson Airfield,
Wansford
Peterborough PE8 6NE 
Tel: 0832 280055 
Fax: 0832 280409

East Coast Parachute Centre
Currently sharing facilities with the London Parachute School 
at Lewknor Drop Zone.
8 Burns Cresent 
Chelmsford 
Essex CM2 OTS 
Tel: 0245 268772

Flying Tigers Airsports
RAPS, AFF & TANDEM.

Kevin Mcllwee 
Flying Tigers Airsports 
6 St Hildas Court 
Palmyra Road 
St Helier 
Jersey JE2 3YT 
Tel/Fax: 0534 880140 
Tel: Cellnet 0850 272141

Scottish Sport Parachute 
Association
Dedicated to the promotion and development of parachuting in 
Scotland. Services provided include equipment grants (Fan 
Trainers, Parachutes, Aircraft, Accuracy Pits, etc), sponsorhip 
of the Scottish National Championships and other 
competitions, provision of the only student progression, 
WARP, and CRW training subsidy system in the world; Rigger 
and instructors training grants and much much more.

Sheila Lang (Secretary, SSPA)
Strathallan Airfield 
Auchterarder 
Perthshire PH3 1BE

Slipstream Adventures
Run by Chris Lynch (current National Formation Skydiving 
Champion) as part of the Headcom Parachute Club. We are the 
UK’s longest running AFF school and have 14 rigs at our disposal. 
We offer expert instruction from expert skydivers at all levels.

Slipstream Adventures 
Headcorn Aerodrome 
Headcorn 
Kent TN27 9HX 
Tel: 0622 890862 
Fax: 0622 890641

Southern Skydivers
Complete range of skydiving training: AFF Tandem, RAPS, 
Progression training.
Operating out of Poole Dorset, and jumping with the APA 
facilities of one of the largest, safest and obstacle free drop 
zones in the UK.
Contact: Bob Scoular 
Tel: 0202 672408

David Morris Action Sports
Private AFF instruction with the use of Langar’s facilities and 
aircraft. We can arrange AFF courses in Southern France. 
Kaleidoscope -  experts in skydiving promotions, exhibition, 
stunts and displays.
41 Ellindon 
Bretton North 
Peterborough 
PE38RG 
Tel: 0733 266076

POPS UK
Hon Treas/Sec John Crowhurst
32 Colston Road
East Sheen
London SW14 7PG
Tel: 081 392 9291
Answer phone: 081 878 0147 (eves)
Fax: 081 392 9322

Parachute Training Services
The complete RAPS package. PTS offers one jump 
introductory course with the option of progression training 
through to Cat 10. Operating at Netheravon in conjunction with 
the APA.
Contact: Doug Peacock
11 Godwyn Close 
Larkhill Abingdon 
Oxon 0X14 1BU 
Tel: 0235 529570

OTHER AFFILIATED CLUBS/CENTRES
Army Parachute Assoc
The Commandant, JSPC
Airfield Camp, Netheravon, Salisbury
Wilts. SP4 9SF
Tel: Bulford Camp 0980 33371 
Tel: ext Commandant 8252 
Chief Instructor 8229 
Staff 8277
The Red Devils
Queen’s Parade
Aldershot
Hants
Tel: 0252 24431 ext 4600/4699 
Contact: Red Devils 
Browning Barracks 
Aldershot, Hants
RN & RM SPA
Dunkeswell Airfield 
Dunkeswell 
Honiton, Devon 
Tel: 0404 891697/891716

Northern Ireland Services 
Free-fall Club
N.I.S.F.F.C.
Shackleton Barracks 
BFPO 802
Tel: Civil 0504 49972
Tel: Military -  Limavady 36472
Mobile: 0831 569 605
Silver Stars Parachute Team
Duke of Gloucester Barracks
South Cerney
Cirencester
Gloucester GL5 5RD
Tel: 0285 861344/0285 860551 x8259
Cyprus Combined Services 
Parachute Club (CCSPC) 
Contact: Club CCI
CJSATC Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58 
Tel From the UK:
Office 010 357 47 44337 
Drop Zone 010 357 47 44245

Joint Services Parachute Centre 
Hong Kong
Borneo Lines 
Shek Kong 
NT
Hong Kong 
BFPO 1
Tel: + 852 483 7221 
Fax: + 852 488 9341 
Mobile: + 852 9035 6467
RAPA JSPC(L)
Bielefelderstr
Normandy
Kaserne
4791 Sennelager
Tel: 010 495 254 822378
JSPC(L), STC, Sennelager BFPO 16
RAFSPA
Weston-on-the-Green
Nr Bicester
Oxon
Tel: 0869 343343
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PERRIS VALLEY 
SKYDIVING

PERRIS VALLEY SKYOtVING

Open 365 Days A Year In Sunny Southern California!

Ex c ellen t  T eam  Rates  

W orld  C lass  C o aching  b y  A I R M Q ^ ©

Team Training Facilities • Video Review Rooms • PAL & NTSC Systems • Bunkhouse • 
"IHOP" Foreign Visitor House • New "Jump Run" Cantina • Creepers • Load Organizers • Packers • 

Close to Los Angeles & San Diego • Beaches • Mountains • And Lots of Blue Skies!

2 Twin Otters, DC-3, King Air, C-206

PERRIS VALLEY SKYDIVING
2091 Goetz Road • Perris, CA 9 2 5 70

(909) 657-3904 • Fax (909) 657-6178



ATOM + Drakkar ? 
ATOM + Merit ? 
ATOM + Blue Track?

A
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N T E R N A T I O N  A I  P A I T N E I S

Atom and Blue Track have been 
world champions several times over.

These are hard facts.

Some of tomorrow's world champions 
are among todays beginners 

being trained with Campus, Atom,
Drakkar or Merit.

All this goes without saying.

PdF is with you. From the very beginning
to the ultimate victory.

The truth and nothing but the truth.

P A R A C H U T E S
d c  f r a n c e  s a  9, ChausseeJules-Cesar- BP 247 -95523 Cergy-Pontoisecedex-Tel.(l) 34.33.35.35 -Fax: (1) 30.32.43.



Piy
A Great All-Around Canopy

P P
The Leading Edg^ 

in Total Performance

C R eSA /
Advanced Technology for 

the CRW Enthusiast

PO SfcleMc
The Ultimate 

High-Performance Eliptical

w

To find out more 
about our select line of 
canopies, contact your 
equipment dealer or 
Performance Designs.

1300 E. In t’l Speedway Blvd. 
DeLand, Florida USA 32724 
Phone: (904) 738-2224 
Fax: (904) 734-8297
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