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Equipment
Limited
Lofty's Loft « Pinfold Lane «Bridlington « North Humberside Y016 5XS
Telephone: 0262 - 678299

THE NEW 1PIN TEAR DROP

The ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’ is The safest and most attractive narrow pop Re-designed riser covers
manufactured and tailored with top you can buy. It has one very special Notjust cosmetic, they make for
precision to your specific feature, only 1Pin is needed to close the ease of use, preventing the risers
requirements, with custom colours reserve! This makes packing the reserve as from falling off your shoulders at
and no extra charge. easy as any other single pin reserve container. any time.

Unique and revolutionary shaped harness: ensures unsurpassed comfort, extra padded leg pads for comfort
in both the aircraft and under canopy.

The new ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’ guarantees you the TSE expertise, advice and after sales service. You know you have
the best rig in the world with the ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’.

CALL NOW! ASK FOR CHRIS, GARY OR SALLY.

Manufactured to BS 5750: Part 2:1987 / ISO 9002-1987. TSE Standard 1: Issue 2 (as amended), approved by the Australian Civil Aviation Authority
CAA under Civil Aviation Order CAO 103.18 - Equipment Standards - Emergency - Parachutes.
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*¥ We have in stock a large selection of Canopies,
Rigs and Accessories, including :-

m BLUE TRACKS  TEARDROPS @\
PINTAILS ATOMS 2%

T SABRES RACERS |
LY FURYS ZEROX
PDs VECTORS
@% CLIPPERS ALTIMETERS [/
COE-Ds HELMETS
T SWIFTS JUMPSUITS |
1117 ravens GEARBAGS

B> ALSO IN STOCK - CYPRES AAD' s

*k We’ re located on a Drop Zone, so you can try out our Demo rigs
or jump your new Kit straight away

ACCESS
Call or write for a Brochure and Stock List | V/S4

Rob Colpus and Sarah Brearley at The Kit Store, The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent, TN27 9HX
Tel - 0622 890 967, Fax - 0622 891 236
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The best known name on the planet.

SERVING THE WORLD
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When it comes to skydiving, Para-Gear is the best known company worldwide!

The best, year after year, in:
* Inventory * Selection
* Big 160-page catalog » Competitive pricing
* Fast shipping anywhere on the planet

More individuals and organizations worldwide use Para-Gear
for all their equipment needs than any other.

Don’tyou deserve to have the best working for you too!

Send for your catalog Today! Catalog + Air Mail Postage to Europe, South
America, Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, APO, FPO: $6.50.
Catalog + Air Mail Postage to Africa, Asia, Australia: $8.00.

poro-geor  equipment co., inc.

3839 W. OAKTON STREET ¢ SKOKIE, IL 60076 USA « (708)679-5905 « TELEX: 724438 <+ FAX: (708)679-8644
$25.00 minimum on credit card purchase ITTTL «i>

mssrn Dealer Inquiries Invited
Member Parachute Industry Association



S P o r t
I I l t-
JOURNAL OF THE
BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION

WHARF WAY: GLEN PARVA: LEICESTER LE2 9TF
Telephone: 0533 785271 Fax: 0533 477662

REGULAR FEATURES

The Word on the Street: George Pilkington
has his ear to the tarmac........cccocceeveevveceece e

Correspondence:

POPS Corner: POPS migrate to Umatilla, Florida,
for the World Meet, by Mike Allum ........ccccooevvieinininnn.

Kit Review/News: The Stiletto in the air and the

Novas on the ground.........ccccceeevievieieieccececeee e
DZs Around the World: All around France.........
D eland..c.cciieeiiiee e
(O To LT o 11 SRRSO

Diary of events: 1994 diary isfilling up......ccco......
Classified adverts: Check kit 0UT.......ccccoverrrininee

Clubs and Centres: The DZ directory.....cccccucuu..e.

READERS WRITE

Adelaide Grand Prix: Australia’s biggest demo by

MiCK HONEYMAN ..c.ciiiiieee e

Cover Photo: Scott Wileman over Hibaldstow
by lan Chick

© SPORT PARACHUTIST

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, withoutthe permission of the Editor.

The views expressed in Sport Parachutist are those of the
contributors and not necessarily those ofthe BPA. The Editor retains
the rightto refuse or withdraw any advertismentathis discretion and
does not accept liability for delay in publication or for clerical or
printers errors, although every care is taken to avoid mistakes, Patti
occasionally slips afew in for her amusement.

Published by Airscape, Media Suite, 3 Tyers Gate, London SE1 3HX
Tel: 071 403 6753 Fax: 071 378 1208
Design/Typesetting by Airscape, London SE1 3HX
Printed by Stephens & George Ltd., in association with Caric Print Ltd,
Clerwood, Corunna Main, Andover, Hampshire.

Tel: 0264 354887

Page 3

February/ March 1994

ontents

The Royal Aero Club

f6d6ration
afronautique

INTERNATIONALE

vl .

Chris Meacock: Remembered by John Drew......... 20

SUPPORTED BY

Power Chute: Powered parachutes by Linda Kent. 26

4 Video Review: Travelling 3 reviewed by
Phil FIAIPET oo 30
5
Future Council Votes: Phil Gibbs proposes
6 a change to the electoral system.......cccccevenene 42
Red Devils: Lucifer’s RetUrn......c.ccocoeeevnecnnneennn. 40
12 . .
Chasing the Tail: By SP LONG oo 14
4 PHOTOS
18
28 AGM PhotoS:.cccceeiviiieeeciieee e, Centre Spread
33 36-way - Australia: by Tony Dale.....cooeveecvcnnnns 16
38 Balloon exit: by Roger MOrriS .o, 16
39 Fire Brigade Demo: Sent in by Chris Allen.............. 27
46
COMPETITIONS
Cyprus Championships: Write-up and photos
by Philip Bell. oo 21

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION COUNCIL
MEMBERS

Chairman Bob Card Vice-Chairman Lofty Thomas Chairman STC John Hitchen
Chairman Competitions Committee Chris Allen Chairman Development Committee
Chris Lyall Vice-Presidents Jim Crocker and John Lines Council Members Chris Allen, Bob Card,
Lesley Gale, Samantha Linklater, Chris Lyall, Mick Matthews, lan Midgley, John Smyth, Lofty
Thomas

BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION STAFF and
REPRESENTATIVES

National Coach and Safety Officer: John Hitchen
Financial Administrator: Steve Harratt Treasurer: Debbie Clouting
Office Manager: David Oddy Technical Officer: Tony Butler
Administrative Staff: Trudy Kemp, Sharon Gurney, Jo Connal
Royal Aero Club Representative: John Lines GASCO Representative: Angela Hickling
CIP Delegate: John Hitchen Chairperson Riggers Committee: Alan Hewitt
Chairperson Pilots Committee: Mike Newall
Editor: Ola Soyinka, 10 Brecon Road, London W6 8PU
Assistant Editor: Katie Warburg
Design & Layout: Patti Gallagher, Airscape
Editorial Assistant: Lynette Horne, Airscape
Commercial Manager: Ola Soyinka, Airscape



Page 4

NEWS & events

THE BPA COUNCIL FOR 1994

These are the names of the Council mem-
bers who form the two main Committees
in 1994,

Competitions Committee:Chris Allen,
Bob Card, ‘ Lesley Gale, ‘Helen Harber,
*lan Midgley, ‘John Smyth and Lofty
Thomas.

Development CommitteeiChris Lyall,
Phil Gibbs, Kevin Hughes, Samantha
Linklater, Michael Mathews.

* New to Council for 1994.

As only 12 nominations were received for
a possible 15 places on Council, no elec-
tion was required.

MAG DELAYED

We apologise for the late issue of the
magazine. This has been to save the BPA
the cost of sending out membership re-
newal forms separately to all members.
(See page 48 for Membership renewal in-
formation.)

IPSWICH TAKES THE INITIATIVE

Times are changing! The days when sky-
diving was a dangerous sport for hooli-
gans is a thing of the past - the hooligans
are still about but with the introduction of
Cypres, it is even safer.

Tye Boughen, CCI at Ipswich Parachute
Centre has taken the initiative to promote
safety, and, from 1st March 94, is introduc-
ing a special offer to Cypres users. Each
Cat 10 jumper going for altitude (10,000
feet or above) can expect a £1 discount
on each jump.
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EDITORIAL

Super Nova - ?
Inthe good old days when kit was dodgy and
only the brave (or mad) leapt out of planes
the main question was whether the canopy
would deploy properly or at all. Many people
got their kicks from this. The reliability of the
round parachute gradually increased to such
an extent that people were happy to drag
even their mums along to first jump courses.

Meanwhile the sport, and the thrill seekers,
moved on from simple aerodynamic decel-
erators to flying machines. Jumpers now got
their kicks from flying their square canopies.
Technological advances have now brought
the ‘average’ square parachute almost to the
same level of reliability as the round. With
forward speed, however, has comethe need
to keep the aerofoil inflated and symmetrical
to stay inthe air. Jumpers now need piloting
skills-to fly, to avoid others, to avoid hazards
(including new ones specific to the ram-air
such asturbulence), to master newdisciplines
(CRW) andto land .

Many are not satisfied with the average’
square canopy. High performance canopies
are finely tuned flying machines with low

Tye hopes this will encourage jumpers to
think seriously about purchasing a Cypres
and is also IPCs way of acknowledging
those who already possess one.

RUSSIAN AIRFORCE PC TRAINING
CENTRE

For only 15-20 USD per day and one
jump from maximum altitude not more
that 12 USD, the Russian Airforce Para-
chute Team have two MI-8 helicopters at
their desposal and are offering experi-
enced trainers such as Viacheslav Valu-
nas and Anatoliy Shirov. They are also of-

margins for error; the operator now takes on
afar greater responsibility. The responsibility
lies notjust in packing, flying and maintaining
the kit; it extends to the original purchasing
decision, and to deciding when, or whether
to take to the air at any time.

This issue of SP carries a variety of letters,
safety notices and bulletins about the Nova.
Many questions are yet to be resolved but
disasters have happened and Glidepath are
in the area of turbulence where the manu-
facturer’s duty of care meets the responsibil-
ity of the jumper - there is no clear line to be
drawn. In this particular case, for every
jumper who dumps his Novathere will be one
who swears his allegiance. As much as any-
one, | would like to see continued progress
in canopy design and performance. Doubt-
less, each advance will produce some cano-
pies that are more dangerous to fly than
others. But, in the search for the ultimate
flying machine surely we can not expect
manufacturers to provide not only our dream
machine but also a cast iron guarantee
against our worst nightmare - that one day
we will come down to earth with more than

just a bump.
ON

fering discounts depending on the total
number of jumps to be paid. Activities will
take place from April till September.

For more detailed information contact:
(fax Moscow) - 0107 095-292-65-11

4TH INTERNATIONAL TROPHY
- HOLLAND

This takes place at the Paraclub Fleva,
Holland, between May 13th and May
15th. Contact: Herman Boerman, Land-
manweg 2, 3331 KK Zwijndrecht, The
Netherlands. Tel: 010 31 10-4026388 -
working hours, Fax: 010 31 3242-6113.

S\ “MBIOSIS SUITS
AT THE TOP FOR TEN YEARS

JUMPSUITS,

WARMWEAR

FALL RATE EQUIPMENT
PARA BAGS

by Rob Colpus & Sarah Brearley
Fast Delivery

Guaranteed Workmanship.

SEND FOR BROCHURE

TC

The Airfield, Headcorn. Kent TN27 9HX
Tel: 0622 890967 Fax: 0622 891236
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THE OTHER RECORD
ATTEMPT........ SKYDIVERS
WANTED!

George Pilkington (BT Pro Flo) & Darryl
Moran want 95 skydivers, for an
attempt on the British Record, currently
60. The venue will be the same as the
Girls British Record, organised by
Adrian Thornton, and will run
concurrently. To be held out of multiple
aircraft during late July, it should be as
easy as a 20 way.

"The thing we want most is skydivers
who WANT to be Record Holders!. We
may not know you, so YOU need to tell
us. We want your Skydiving CV if you
want ON the load. We're also forgetful,
so tell us, EVEN if we know you!", they
told WoTs. So if you can fly to a
quadrant, dock with no momentum, fly
your slotthen, get offyourass and apply!
No applications NO RECORD! Send
them to George & Darryl, Ivy Cottage,
North St, Swinford, Leics LE17 6BE.

RAPS RATING? GO TO NETHERS
YOUNG MAN.

Potential Instructors in search of the
RAPs static line rating should go
directly to Netheravon. Nethers
completed 6000+ Raps drops in '93,
are at the cutting edge of current RAPs
technology, and have resident BPA
Examiners. It is fact that no Approved
Rating has yet been awarded on a
course held at any other UK DZ.
Reasons for failure are not released,
which raises speculation that the
examiners (of these courses) may not
know what they want! So the Word on
the Street is, go to Nethers, or wait for
the other BPA Examiners to state
exactly what they wish to see, before
wasting time and money!

TARGET SKYSPORTS NEW
JUMPSHIP

The Hibaldstow DZ, Brigg, South
Humberside is to operate this season
with one, perhaps two Dornier Aircraft.
Well suitable for skydiving, hold about
15 skydivers, and are relatively quick.
The DZ has unrestricted altitude with
the potential to build a 15 way, it must
be worth checking out! Call them on
0532 550600.

WORLD SKYDIVING CENTRE
OPENS.

Situated 45 minutes from Orlando
Airport deep in central Florida, is the
newest DZ, run by Roger Nelson. The
DZ sports 2 Twin Otters, the usual
Florida weather and is to be the venue
for the next attempt on the World
Record, a 220 way. (Watch this space!)
Derro Thomas, of SunPath has also
opened his own gear store at the DZ so
your rigging requirements will be dealt
with. Definitely worth a visit!

Sport
Parachutist

"NJ" FROM SUNPATH

This is the "Narrow Javelinll the
smallest rig that Derro and his team
make. Designed for mains of 120sq
feet max, reserves no larger than a
Transfair, which makes it very small
indeed. "Sex on a Stick" Wingy told us,
having returned from the States with
the NJ. "Custom made and costing the
same as the standard Javelin,
Awesome". Very tasty, a call to
Sunpath or a UK dealer secures info by
return.

ENQUIRY PANEL WON'T SIT

The enquiry panel for the Langar
Tandem fatality keep putting off the
date for the hearing. They have been
written to on various occasions by
Dave Hickling, for the date, but have
not even acknowledged his letters.
Obviously this delay is causing great
stress to those involved, and WoTs
feels thatthis behaviour is inexcusable.
Get it Sorted!

CHOPPER GET'S IT OUT IN
FLORIDA!

Chopper, from "Touch & Go" 4way
decided that it would be fun to go skinny
dipping inthe Deland Hilton, the Village
Billige did not, and promptly arrested
him for indecent exposure. (Well he is
called Chopper..) Chopper then spent
some time in the Deland Police Cells,
and was eventually bailed out for $250
by his team. He skipped bail the next
day as their stay was over. No one but
he knows just what went on in those
cells...

CHILL OUTIN THE FRIDGE THIS
SEASON!

The Full face helmets of the type, worn
by MindGames & Airtime at the World
Championships are now available in
the UK. "The Fridge", made using
Formula One composite technology, is
very light and has an integral visor.The
main benefit is in the added protection
against free fall knocks, but also is the
concentration factor, due to no wind
noise. The "Fridge" is available to try
from March 19th in many colours and
sizes. THE head gear to be seen in this
season? Could Be!! See The Cool &
Groovy Fridge Company advert in this
issue, or call on 0788 860882 for
details.
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LANGAR BOOGIE 94

The annual Big aircraft boogie at
Langar is this year scheduled for the
18th to 26th of June. "It is planned to
have 2 Skyvans to jump from, plus the
usual Great Vibes & Dives, not to
mention the Parties. Definitely one for
the diary". Thanks for the word to
Angela Hickling, all ways a good
boogie. Call 0949 60878 for further info.

TARGET SKYSPORTS
SUPERCHARGED PISTON

The Hibaldstow DZ, Brigg, South
Humberside, is to operate this season
with two Dornier Skyservant aircraft.
They are well suitable for skydiving,
relatively quick and hold 15 skydivers.
Appart form the massive side door, the
other major benefot is that they are
powered by supercharged piston
engines, which means no waiting for
back to back lifts. The first should be
flying in February, the other by July. A
full program of events form Insturctor
Evaluation Courses to 14-way FS
Meets. With these planes and
unrestricted altitude it MUST be worth
checking out! Call them on 0532 550600.

FREESTYLE VIDEO

Bruno & Marco, the '92 World
Champions in Freestyle have
produced a video. Available form them
for the pricely sum of 15 quid, it
contains some of the best Freestyle
moves ever seen and camera work that
is devastating. Also on the tape is
Bruno’s own film of his skydive form El
Cap! All dosh from the sale will go to
fund their training, in preparation for
regaining the crown in '94. Be a
sponsor, buy a video. Call Bruno (his
English is better!) on +34 (9)
72-45-01-11

Z-HILLS IS OPEN ALL YEAR ROUND

Betty Kabella, proprietor of Z-Hills
keeps hearing rumours that her DZ is
planning a move. The word direct from
Z-Hills is: "We are not closing, we are
not moving and we are open all year.

THE COPY DATE FOR THE
APRIL ISSUE IS:
MONDAY 21ST MARCH 1994

Skydiving

PARACHUTING'S NEWSMAGAZINE

The colorful magazine about the equipment, techniques,
events, people and places of sport parachuting. Free
sample copy upon request. Foreign subscription rates for
12 monthly issues: US$26 (surface mail) OR US$48 (air
mail). Pay by credit card (Visa, MasterCard or AmExp), by
International Postal Money Order, or by U.S. currency.
Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Order today.

Skydiving Magazine
1725F Lexington Ave. . Detand, FL USA 32724
Tel: 904-736-4793 . Fax: 904-736-9786
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CORRESPONDENCE

SAFETY A4DVICE

Dear Ola

Has Helmut Cloth been asleep for the past three
years? The World is in economic recession. Many
jumpers find itfinancially difficult to keep their cars
road worthy, so to buy a Cypres could stop them
jumping completely or compromise safety in other
areas of their lives. Jumpers should not put money
before safety, but the purchase ofan AAD may notgive
the greatest increase in life expectancy per pound
spent. Indeed any jumper who really is concerned
about parachuting safety could improve matters in
many ways without spending any money at all.

Have 26 lives really been saved by the Cypres ?Some
certainly have, for which we must thank Mr Cloth, but
can thefate they were spared be accurately projected
in all cases? If all 26 would have died, then Cypres
users are the most dangerous category of skydiver,
even if thefiguresfor students are discounted, 26 out
of 8000 owners means ten times the average risk of
fatality, a risk that is compensated for by buying
technology. Owning a Cypres couldgive the confidence
to get into more trouble than ever.

AADs are not actually dangerous, but we should be
careful with statistics. For example: Bill and Ted%s
proven fact' states that 48% offatalities could be
avoided by using AADs. But there are (mercifully) too
few deaths in oursport to effectively use statistics about
the causes. Meaningfully large samples would have to
include datafrom a long way back, when parachuting
was a very different game (do Bill and Ted’sfigures
count Robert Cocking?). AADs do not address the
causes of accidents, which are covered by existing
regulations and guidelines. Perhaps Bill and Ted
should provide figures for fatalities caused by blatant
breaches ofthe law. ‘Lack of AAD’ is not a cause of
death.

I would love to own a Cypres. People considering
buying an AAD should do so, providing they have
money left after they have changed their tyres
(BEFORE reaching the legal limit - a seemingly
unnecessary expense), fitted smoke detectors in the
house, replaced thatwobbly old stepladder, taken a taxi
backfrom the pub every time, bought a dytter, and kept
theirkitproperly serviced. Otherwise they could simply
increase the chances o fdying in some equally horrible
way - but without bringing sport parachuting into
disrepute’. An AAD will not compensate for shoddy
gear, drinking heavily the night beforejumping, being
too damn sexy to wear a helmetfor takeoff(all 0f500
feet), ignoring regulations and safety notices,
neglecting reserve drills, or tunnel vision under canopy.

The greatest benefit ofan AAD is the tragedyfactor
—inthe unlikely eventthata Cypres isneeded butabsent
the resulting disaster seems greater because a piece of
technology could prevent it. But what happened to the
promise that the price ofa unit would come down once
the development costs had been recouped? Life is never
simple.

Soft Landings,

Eno.

INSULTED MEMBER

Dear Ola

Thankyouforfinding space in the October issuefor
my article “The Vision Thing”, which included my
views on AADs. | was glad to see letters in the
December issue which, while not necessarily agreeing
with my article, showed that it had stimulated some
thought on these matters. | was, though, very sorry to
see an insulting letter from Helmut Cloth of Airtec
(makers of the Cypres AAD) which included a quite
unnecessary personal attack on me. In view of the
intelligent contributionsfrom “Bill and Ted”and Paul
Sitter, may | ask why it is necessary to provide space
on the letters page for non-members to hurl insults at
contributors to our magazine ? Itwill hardly encourage
other writers.

If1failed to make myselfquite clear in the article,
then | should correct any misapprehension: | do not
deny thatAADs provide a safety advantage, which they
clearly do. However, | want to highlight the lack ofa
thorough cost/benefit analysis. To assess the value of
AADs, we need to see sound statistics, properly
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interpreted, such as the American survey referred to by
Paul Sizer. Any chance of reprinting it in SP, Ola?
Jumpers in the UK are starved ofthe information they
need to make important decisions. My point was that |
believe the choice of whether to fit an AAD should
remain with the individualjumper, not be taken by the
Association. The recent BPA decision to require AADs
on all tandem rigs involved a hasty investment of
around halfa million pounds. Fitting AADs to all the
rigs in the UK (as advocated in your recent editorial)
would cost several millions. Nobody should be insulted
for wanting to see an investment of such magnitude
made on a clearly rational basis.

Too many proponents of AADs rely on anecdotal
evidence, statistics with no verifiable source, and
emotional pleading. The editorial in the last issue was
aparticularly bad example ofthis; a series ofemotive
but irrelevant questions (such as, “Do you sometimes
wonder on jump run why you packed in a hurry?")
followed by the assertion that we must alljust accept
the extra £800 cost of a Cypres. At least Katie was
sufficiently embarrassed about this nonsense to state
that she is not a sales repfor Airtec - 1was beginning
to wonder. Asfor thefigures quoted by Helmut Cloth,
they are quite simply unbelievable. 1f8000jumpers are
using a Cypres and 26 ofthem have been saved by it in
only 3years, they mustbe a very accident-prone bunch
- the restofus do not bounce atan annual rate o fover
0.1%! Helmut Cloth must really believe 1 am “Simple
minded" ifhe expects me to swallow thesefigures.

It seems to be "politically correct” these days to
advocate AAD use, so | suppose that if | question their
value, | can expect more insults - but I would be
obliged, Ola if you could refrain from printing any
further gratuitous abuse. (Readers might be interested
to know that a letter |1 wrote last year, questioning
certain individuals ’judgementfollowing afatality, was
notprinted, by order ofCouncil. They thought it might
be considered libellous. Apparently others arefree to
question my judgement without any such concerns
being raised.) And, until someone with no vested
interest gives us statistics we can trust, | will continue
to take what millions of perfectly reasonable people
around the world consider to be an acceptable risk -
skydiving without an AAD.

Yours

Martin Lyster

IPC DELEGATE

Dear Ola

Regards the letterform Steve Johns concerning the
identity ofthe IPC delegate (you may recall that there
was a similar letter from Debbie Allum last year). |
must agree with him that | have heard nothing but
praise as regards Rob Colpus' role as an independent
IPC delegate. Responding to inputform BPA members
I put a proposal to Council last year that the position
ofIPC delegate be open to ANY suitable qualified BPA
member. This is the position with regards to other
official BPA positions such as the CAA or RAeC
representative. At the moment the IPC delegate
position is only open to members of BPA staff which
effectively means only John Hitchen, (the NCSO) or
Tony Butler, (the TO) are eligiblefor the position. This
proposal was defeated thus eliminating Rob Colpus
from even being nominatedfor theposition letalone to
have his suitabilityjudged on its own merits.

I think that this is an unfair situation and will be
presenting a similar proposal to Council early this
year. | would advise members who have an opinion on
this matter to write to Council expressing their views
as this may possibly sway the vote towards a more
impartial situation.

May | also tender my apologies to Esther Reynolds
and Fran Shashkova regards the Council vote not to let
them participate at their own cost at this years Classic
World Meet. | attended this meeting with every
intention ofvotingfor them but bowed topeerpressure
atthe lastmomentand abstained on the vote. Hopefully
this will be thefirst and last time that | will make such
a mistake.

Yours sincerely

Kevin Hughes

ONE FOOT IN THE GRAVE

Dear Ola

For the second time in 10years Ifeel the urge toput
pen to paper to register my opposition to yet another
restrainton thefreedom on the individual toparticipate
in his or her chosen sport.

Dr John Carter’s article explaining as to why the
over 50s should have a standard sports medical is
based on a generalisation cross section of the public
and not specifically skydivers. |’'m sure the over 50s
jumper isperfectly aware ofany ills that are befalling
him or her —after all they are already obliged to seek
amedical certificatefrom their GP wfw knows only too
well their medical background as Dr Carter admits in
the October article. Dr Carter alsoflippantly remarks
that it is only the cost of3 or 4 altitude jumps! There
are to my knowledge a lot o fskydivers even under 50
that are feeling the backlash of the economic climate
and unemployment and don't have another £1.00 a
week to spare on top ofall the other expenses they have
to endure to continue skydiving. Where is the evidence
ofill health in the over 50 's causing accidents/fatalities
in skydiving?

What statistics is there to support his article?
Regulation and legislation are killing this sport. Don't
get me wrong, I'mfor anything that strengthens our
sport, butIfeel itis being restricted unacceptably. What
next? Will tandem passengers (sorry students!) who
have no previous experience, who are at best excited,
and at worst terrified at the moment o fexit, be expected
toproduce afull sports medical at the same cost? Not
onyour life! It would cut over the 50°s (and up to 90's)
to a mere trickle, hitting the lads that rely on tandems
for a living by as much as 40% o ftheir business.

| have several hours infreefall, butdrive my car on
roads that cause more stress on my mind and bodyfor
longer periods at one go than skydiving ever has, yet
would not be required to get afull medical. On top of
this the BPA will surely lose membership revenue and
a lot of POPs would just drop out of the sport,
disillusioned as 1will be in three years time when the
big 5 0 comes and | have to trade my kit infor a life
support system or invalid carriage! (some say | should
do that now!) I think the STC should look at the
implications of such a move with a lot more
consideration thanjust whatis on theface o fthe report!

What are we going to target next? Alcohol!!? The
DZ Operators would be struggling tofill a 182 on most
Sunday mornings ifeveryone was breathalysed before
enplaning! It seems the STC and DrJohn Carter deem
the over50% incapable o fmaking any kind responsible
decision regarding their own well-being?

Yours, onefoot in the grave (at 47).

Mai Harrison (D5869)

NOVA TALE 1

Dear Editor,

| have now been in this sportfor thepast tenyears and
have seen many changes over this time, most of which
have been very good, the safety standards have improved
and we all hope that is carried on in the upward mode.

But as I sit here now grieving the death ofa very
goodfriend andfellow skydiver | have onlyanger inside
ofme and I know | speakfor a lot of other skydivers
whofeel the same.

Gary Reich died December 30th 1993 his love for
the sport was second to none, you could always see him
outat the drop zone trying to helppeople improve their
skills and go forward in the sport, hisjob as a load
organizer at Skydive City in Florida was always well
briefed and debriefed and alwaysfound time to tellyou
whereyou wentwrong and tried to helpedyou getit right.

But whatdoes it take to say enough is enough. Glide
Path you are hurting our sport | beg you total recall on
NOVAS NOWL.

Gary had some 4,000jumps and maybe 1,000 were
on Novasdon’ttry andsay itwas human orpiloterror,
give this man a little piece of respect. | have no more
to say about this but urge all skydives Riggers and drop
zone owners to stopjumping NOVAS NOW!

Yours Sadly

Andy Grimwade D 8141

Please see safety notice in Kit news section ...Ed
SPor!

Parachutist



NOVA TALE 2

Glide Path Nova An Owners Tale

I'm a Nova owner, sorry - 1 was a Nova owner until
recently, now I’'m an Esprit owner. ‘Why?” was my
first question. | picked my canopy up in Eloy when |
wentoutthereat Christmas, itwas sent there by Glide
Path because the one | had, had a problem that they
felt warranted a replacement. | informed Glide Path
early December and they made me one (in the colours
ofmy choice) and had it waitingfor me when I arrived.
| personally was impressed with their service and the
care they put into their customer relations.

This was nothing in comparison to how impressed
I was with the product, my God what an awesome
canopy, quick, responsive and landings that just
amazed me. | ve notjumped a Stilettoyet but I *ve had
a go on the BTs (including the pro series) and Sabre
ZP%s and | personally wouldnt have swapped my
canopyfor any ofthem. Notice I saidpersonally, so if
youve got one ofthose mentioned please don’t take
offence! I also did myfavourite trick oftracking away
from the DZ on the crap spots and easily beat the
above mentioned canopies back, so | knowfor sure
howfast the Nova was.

| also watchedpeople having tofront riser to geta
“decent” landing out o f their canopies, something |
neverfelt the need to do - the Nova landed at such a
speed the idea of trying to put more into it didnt
appeal to me. | also watched a guy on a Pin-Tail
bounce (and subsequently die) because he was too
enthusiastic with his desire for thatjust-so landing
andhada canopy collapse atabout 30feet when doing
warpfactor 9from afront riser landing .

Not unnaturally Ifelt the urge tophone Glide Path
when the BPA grounded Novas, Ifelt that having had
onefor about 14 days and then having £1100 turned
into zero value at the stroke of a pen warranted an
explanation ofsome sort. | got one -from the owner
ofthe company (Mike Fury,) not the receptionist but
straightfrom the boss. | have been looked after by
these people in the past, they have never been
anything but helpful, considerate and genuine and
that treatment is exactly what I gotfrom Mike Fury.

| wanted to know why? How could anything this
good be so bad that he had to issue a recommendation

\AY
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presents

the ultimate skydiving
holiday ...

Whether you are an experienced Skydiver or wish to take an AFF
Course or just experience a Tandem Jump, Adrenalin Adventures has
the Adventure for you. All of our Skydiving Holidays also include:

A Bungee Jump into a 330ft Canyon
Cloud Busting in a Microlite

White W ater Rafting

Gliding

that owners should cease to use them. He was honest
and admitted that they had made some that had
collapsed in circumstances that were unexplained
and the amount ofincidents were ofconcern to them,
as ofcourse were the deaths. Added to this was the
hammering Glide Path took in the press, oftenprinted
alongside advertsfor PD range of canopies. And as
we all know there are enough ill informed and
ignorant skydivers who proliferate half truths and
rumours in an effort to make themselves sound
knowledgeable (often to people who have been in the
sport for five minutes or less) and with the vast
distances that people will go to boogies, the “word"
(or bullshit) soon spreads.] - my words, not his.

I know from my army days that if enough people
spread the same rumour then it eventually becomes
accepted as fact, the truth then is disbelieved as
nonsense. The end result was that no one wanted a
Nova and sales slumped, when one of Mikesfriends
then died on a Nova hefelt that enough was enough.

The weight of publicised criticism and lack of
customer confidence meant the only thing he could do
was to recommend that Nova owners ceased to use
the product, in many cases to save ownersfrom their
own excesses. (Ifonly some ofthe people who gothurt
had read the warnings in their owners manual more
carefully.) To offset the distress he is allowing Nova
owners a 60% reduction in the purchase cost of the
Esprit canopy that they [Glide Path] have produced.
Good newsfor the person with a 2 year old canopy
with in excess ofa 1000jumps but a real pisser to me
with a two week old number with less than 50jumps.
Ifit had been delivered to the UK it would have had
less than 5jumps! As the man said though, ifhe makes
an exceptionfor me where does he stop and draw the
line? What he's doing is selling the Esprit at cost in
order to keep the company going? If he gives them
awayfree then the company goes under.

Ifyou own a Nova and think | m an easy bastard
who can be sold anything and that you 're going to
take them to court and screw themfor every penny
they ve got, think about a couple of things. Number
one is that the only people who will win will be the
legal profession and ifyou win then it will be against
a company who will probably fold due to the legal
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costs, so you end up with nothing! Secondly, who
amongstyou has neverjumped a Glide Path canopy,
remember yourfirst square? Or ifyou re old enough
remember when the Fury was the hot canopy? We've
all jumped the kit they produce and we all know
they’re a damn good canopy manufacturer. Why kick
them while they’re down?

Letsface it if they go under and it only leaves a
couple ofmajor manufacturers then the ones left can
charge what they like and we, the buying public will
have to lump it. Whilst there's competition there is
competitive pricing. | dont workfor Glide Path and
1'm not getting paid to print this, itsjust something |
believe in, 1dont want to see people who care about
customers go under. Their only crime was to produce
a canopy that performed on the outer limit of its
performance envelope. When people tried tofly it like
their old F111 canopy or one o fthe inferior (in terms
of performance) ZP*% then problems occurred that
you could get away with at 500feet but **»* you up
badly at 30 feet. Its like base jumping, you can get
away with it most of the time but is the risk and the
adrenaline rush really worth your life?

So to all the people who got hurt on Novas that
dumped them unceremoniously on the ground when
they did nothing to deserve it, | raise my glass and say
I'm genuinely glad that you are OK and to all those
ofyou who got hurt or killed by low hooking onfront
risers and made a balls up ofit, all I can say is thanks
fordepriving me (and all the other satisfied users with
perfectly airworthy Novas) of the thrill ofjumping
[possibly] the best canopy that ever flew. | bet
everyone enjoyed cutting the warning label out ofthe
centre cell to return itand claim the deal on the Esprit!
(That was done to save on the postage costs.)

Maybe there are lessons to be learned in all ofthis
sorry saga. Maybe before the yahoos amongst us do
their next jump they will think about the way they
handle their canopy and what may happen, then
maybe there will be a reduction in the injuries and
deaths. Letsface ityou can drive a Ferrariat a brick
wall doing 100 MPH and swerve at the last second
and get away with it most times. When its icy or when
the tyres are bald or your concentration is shot it
doesn 't work and you get hurt or die!

Stiletto Flexon Sabre Vector Cyprus Stiletto Flexon Sabre Vect(gf

t New - Color - Spectacular

ISKYDIVING!

{CATALOG!

Over 150 Pages - Many in Color

Over 900 Products Featured
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¢ . Beautiful Photography by Tom
Sanders, Norm Kent, and others

1993/94 Catalog $10.00 US

includes all shipping charges to Europe

Plus 6 Nights Accommodation with Food in a 'Gite" and Travel.

W e will also be taking our Minibus to Gap,
South France in February & March.
Cost for return transport £85 per person

. g
For further details, call Laurence Rose @
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or 0850 211034
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Finally itwould be nice to know why the BPA took
the decision toground my Nova. From my perspective
the points | would like to make are:

1 | have a perfectly serviceable canopy and lets
face itwe all know everybody has the capacity tofuck
up and kill themselves, (its evenpossible on a round).

2. We have an MOT systemfor cars why notfor
canopies? The theory about “its OK now but you
dont know what might happen infuture” argument
is spurious because you could apply exactly the same
reasoning to all canopies (or cars.) | would have paid
to have it examined or tested if it meant my canopy
may have been reprieved.

3. My manualfor the Nova gives clear instructions
on how to use, fly and land the canopy. Ifl ignore that
advice is it thefault ofthe canopy, the manufacturer
or me?

4. Why did the BPA not state that the canopy was
grounded pending further investigation and then go
on to state what enquiries would be made. Like asking
Glide path ifthey would pass individual canopies as
safefor use - maybe Glide Path might like to answer
that one!

An informed response would go a long way to
helping people understand and maybe make the
situation easier to bear.

Welcome to 1994 everyone, | hope yours is
prosperous, troublefree andfull offluffy landings.

Mick Cooper D8776

PS. Glide Path International have now gone
out of business. All of the patterns and designs
have been reincarnated in the form of a new
company called Flight Concepts International.
The premises and phone numbers remain the
same, as does the majority ofthe staff. The run-
ning ofthe company has been taken over by Chris
Gay. | am assured thatall existing commitments
to Glide Path canopy owners will be continued,
including the agreement with replacing Novas.
The new company has issued an official state-
ment stating itsfuture policy and its intentions as
previously mentioned.

For those Nova owners still in posession of
their canopies there is to be a discussion at the
next BPA safety meeting on March 17th todecide
on whether to lift the ban based on the final
statementfrom Glide Path (which retracted their
original statement.) Ifyours is a good one make
sureyour CCIl knows so that when he/she attends
he/she has real information to base a decision on,
not rumour or gossip.

INSURANCE ABROAD

Dear Ola

Everybody knows about the importance of
insuranceforparachuting in the USA, butdoyou also
know that it is important to have at least medical
insuranceforjumping in Europe ? 1 didn 't realise this
- until last summer...

I was at the Espace Boogie in Vichy France and on
the second day | had a serious canopy collision which
led to me suffering multiple injuries. The medical
assistance | received was superb, but | only had an
E 111 (the official governmentform). This makes you
elegiblefor treatment as ifyou are a resident of that
country. In France this means that it only covers 80%
ofthe bill (the French pay 20% o ftheir own medical
bills). 1 am liable for 20% of my bill, which
considering the large amount ofwork carried out on
me, could quite easily be afive figure sum. Besides
which the EI11 is apparently only useful in France
and Germany!

| also had the problem ofgetting back to England
and as | had broken a leg, both arms, pelvis and other
bones, getting into a car and driving back would have
been a bit difficult. This meant | had to get a private
air ambulance tofly me back, ata cost of£3,000for
a 3 hourflightfrom Vichy to Bristol. Theflight plus
other expenses incurred and the medical bill would
have all beenpaidfor me, ifl had medical insurance.

| think 1 have made the point now thatyour BPA
insurance covers you only for a 3rd party liability.
Medical insurance is separate andjust as important.

Finally | would just like to thank everybody who
came and visited me and kept my spirits up during my
long stay in hospital. Especially Tim and Adrian who
was left to pick up the pieces in France, (literally!!).
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Hope to see you all in the air in 94/95
Martyn Braund D8696

36-WAY DOWN UNDER

Dear Ola

The POPS 10-way pic came out great in the
October issue. The cover shot was terrific. The
October mag was every bitas good as the August one
- the problem must be to maintain such a standard
every mag?

Anyway, thought 1'd send you a pic (see page 16
...Ed) ofan Australian record- a 36-way thatwas set
at Perth International Airport on Monday 15th
October 1993. The aircraftwas a Shorts 330 Skyliner,
the big brother o fthe Skyan but with no tailgate! 38 of
us (2 video men) had to make a singlefile exitoutofa
single door!! Not badfor a bunch ofjumpersfrom half
a dozen DZs who normally only jump C180/182 type
aircraft.

We hadfour attempts at the formation and made
the 36-way on the third try. As well as myselfthe other
expatriates (Poms!) were Terry King, Sarah Green and
Peter Morris who was one o fthe organisers.

The pic was taken by Brian Kent (not related to
Norman!) and as it’s been some years since WA had
a coverpic | said I'd ask!

The whole day was really neat as we had total
co-operation form the Civil Aviation Authority and
Airport Management. The domestic terminal is
bottom left of the picture with the International
terminal just out offrame to the right. The main
organiserwas Stan Morris the guy who took the POPs
10-way pic (October issue). He did a greatjob.

Anyway hope you can use itsomewhere in the mag.
Keep up the good work there. Nota better mag inprint
than SP. Went up to Hong Kong the week before the
36-way did a couple ofjumps with the JSPC (Bryan
Dyas). (8 grandfrom a C182 Vs 15 grandfrom the
Shorts!!)

Tony Dale BPA 845

WHO JUMPS?

Dear Ola,

I wonder ifany ofthe readers can help me.

I am currently engaged in the study of Sports
Sociology and Sports Management which will, after
much blood, sweat and tears, lead to an MSc.

At the moment| ‘'m working on apiece with regards
to the type of person who finds the need to throw
themselves out o fa perfectly serviceable aircraft. | 'm
interested in the age, sex, occupation, other interests
and level ofparticipation ofyoujumpers out there.

I fanyone can help, whether club or individual with
any data, or ifany ofyou have done any research that
could be used as a sourcefor my work, | would much
appreciate hearingfrom you.

All and any information gratefully received to 18,
Braemar Road, Brentford, MIDDX TW8 ONR or call
me on 081 568 6919.

Yours sincerely,

David Lloyd-barker

LA FERTE GAUCHER

Dear Ola

Clearly my article on La Ferte Gaucher touched a
nerve with the committee there. It wasn 't intended to,
but then safety is an issue we should not take lightly.

My comments on canopy discipline at La Ferte
were based on havingjumped at Deland, La Ferte and
Ampuria (as well as exotic Headcom) within the
space of 6 months. At the other DZs, | received a
thorough and very direct briefing on canopy flying
and landing.

All that said, the proofofthe pudding, as they say,
is in the result. 1 am very pleased to learnfrom La
Ferte’s committee they have not had canopy collision
near the ground since 1986: it is a shame the other
two DZs | mentioned could not boast that record -
although I have always been impressed with the safety
consciousness o fboth. Clearly, La Ferte’s record on
canopy collisions puts it all in perspective.

So to summarise my views, La Ferte is well worth
a visit, I would recommend it to any UK skydiver and
the three Untouchables who went, all had a
thoroughly good time. So much so, that itis rumoured

that all eight ofus might try to get to La Ferte (all at
the same time!) for team training for Headcom’s
Speed-8 Meet later this year.

Yours

Chris Shaw Untouchable #8

The Classic Controversy
final installment!

Pete Knight

1've decided to put my thoughts into writing, after
reading “A classic Controversy in the December 93
edition ofSP.

Firstofall, let me say that Idon’t personally know
any ofthe people involved, so have no axe togrind in
that respect. | also acknowledge that making a
decision based solely on the information contained in
the article is probably not a very sound idea. On the
other hand, both ‘sides’were invited to set the record
straight, and assuming that they have not been
misquoted by SP, | and the other readers have no
choice but to draw our conclusions from the
information available.

After reading the article, my basic reaction is that
the selection criteria should be applied equally to both
men and women, or not applied at all. I don’t know
enough about tlassics’ competition to be able to
judge the relevance ofthe criteria used. Neither do |
know anything about the current “form” of the
competitors in question, but from the information
available it does seem that one rule has been applied
to the men, and another to the women.

Bob Card asks... ” why have a minimum criteria.
Or indeed any other set requirementfor selection if
we are going to ignore them as soon as they don't suit
various individuals?”’ | quite agree, so why ignore the
criteriafor the men, butnotfor the women ?

Bob also claims that the proposal o fthe women to
fund themselves was bland misleading inoperable and
only submitted as weight to sway the decision. Who
the hell does he think he is? How can he know if the
offer was genuine or not? To say such a thing shows
arrogance beyond belief.

Dougie Young thinks “Future classics teams
should be selected by Committee on merit and past
performance, a selection that should not be
questioned. ” Surely this would be a backward step.
The BPA has been runforfar too long on the ‘Old
Boys’ system, and is one ofthe reasons itfinds itself
in the mess it%s in. What we need are more objective
selection criteria rather than less. These targets should
be publicised well in advance, and adhered to rigidly.

Come on BPA, getyour acttogether! Ifwe can’t be
seen to be doing the rightthing in the eyes o fthe Sports
Council, the CIP, the Royal Aero Club etc etc, how
can we be expected to be taken seriously? The BPA
faces a tough enough fight to retain any form of
‘control” over the sport in the years to come, and
cock-ups like this simply undermine its credibility.

Hopefully the new Council will seefit to review the
decision, in open session, and apply the same rules to all.

lan Burford

Please find my comments on whether Esther
Reynolds and Fran Shashova should be allowed to
competefor GB at the next classics World Meet.

1. Under the method by which the selection criteria
has been ignored this year, they must be allowed to
go and under the same conditions as the men who
failed the current selection criteria.

2. The selection criteria requires urgent but
considered review.

Itis my opinion that the BPA have a duty to ensure
that the official team are the best available, to attend
the meet, even ifcertain members ofthat team do not
meet arbitrary criteria. One way to achieve this,
would be to rank skydivers according to their
performance over the year and if, for example, ten
people were requiredfor International competitions
the top ten would be asked. Any people unable to
attend would be replaced by numbers 11,12 etc until
the required number was complete. This official team
should be the only body to obtain whateverfunding
was availablefrom the BPA.

If however, the rules of the competition do not
specify that only an official team can attend. Then in
my opinion the BPA has no authority toprevent other

SPort
Parachutist



CYPRES

Up until August 1993 we at Airtec produced 7600 Cypres without problem. A
situation has now arisen where, because of a small modification in one integrated
circuit which was not identified in our test procedures, we have produced units which
under extremely rare circumstances might exceed the precise tolerances we
demand.

As our policy is not to accept anything but the best we are recalling 1527 units
released between 24 August 1993 and 31 October 1993.

We are therefore asking every owner affected by this to return his Cypres for
checking and modification as soon as possible.

Preparations have been made to ensure that units will be returned as soon as
possible and at the most within 2 weeks of receipt at Airtec. We will refund £7 for
shipping, send the unit back free of charge, and also, if the Cypres has already been
installed, pay £25 for a reserve repack. This refund offer is valid until 30 April only.
Owners who feel that they cannot be without a Cypres should send a note and we
will try to send a loan unit to use while theirs in being checked.

If you own a Cypres which is affected by this notice please ship to:

Airtec GmbH Tel. 010-49-2953-8010
Mittelstr. 69 Tel. 010-49-2953-8011
33181 Wunnenberg - Germany Fax 010-49-2953-193

Within the EC there is no paperwork necessary for the customs. Just ship your
parcel.

If you are in any doubt as to whether or not you Cypres is affected please
contact your dealer. He has a complete list of serial numbers from us.

The following information might also be of help. All units delivered since the end
of November 1993 have numbers engraved on the side of the control unit (the bit
you press to switch it on), at the opposite end to the cable. These Cypres are not
affected.

We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for helping us to maintain the
highest standards of quality.

Helmut Cloth
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people, of whatever quality, from attending at their
own expense and making their own arrangements.

Fran Shashkova

Following publication ofMr Cardand Mr Young’s
letters in the December 1993 mag, Ifeel bound to set
right certain unsubstantiated and offensive
allegations made about Esther and myself based on
rumour and imagination. Ifind it odd to say the least
that they know so much about my opinions, motives,
intentions and attitudes since | have discussed none
with either ofthem at any time. Ifind offensive in the
extreme Mr Card's reference to “bland” offers ofself
funding. What, | wonder, constitutes bland? Itwas in
fact an offer made in goodfaith and not without some
considerable thought on my part. Mr Card and Mr
Young may care to note that were | to spend the best
part of two thousand pounds in order to simply, “get
another stamp in my passport™, | would be travelling to
somewhere other than an airfield in the middle o fChina
with dubious toiletfacilities, and certainly with my own
choice o fcompanions.

If Mr Young thinks we wanted to go to the world
meet because “we couldaffordit”, he issadly mistaken.
If it were notfor the generosity and support of my
husband, family and bank manager, 1 would never have
been in a position to make such an offer to the BPA. An
offer which would put me into debt well in to '95.

As for training prior to the championships, both
Esther and myself trained as far as our pockets
(overdrafts) would allow. Esther spent two weeks in
Cyprus, | opted topurchase afull size pad system (at
a very good rate, courtesy of my husband and the
Russian national team) and train in England. We are
not in the fortunate position of the Army personnel,
with subsidy from the Army, commercial sponsors
and paid leave. It would be interesting to see how
much training Mr Young would have done had he
been in our position. Goodfor him that he is in a
fortunate position, but while he has been pursuing

other interests during the lastfive years or so, I, and
others like me, have been willingly spending money,
hand overfist, training abroad in order to compete in
such competitions.

Asfar as “not seeing our names in the mag”, Mr
Young cannot have been reading the BPA mag closely
over the last couple ofyears. Perhaps he should read
Dougie Peacocks (Team Manager, WM 1992) review
subsequent to the World Championships. Interestingly,
Mr Peacock has recently said that both Esther and
myself were an asset to the team and both our
performance and attitude were in no way detrimental
to either the BPA or Great Britain.

Mr Card stated in his letter “why have minimum
criteria or indeed any other set requirement for
selection if we are going to ignore them as soon as
they don't suit various individuals?”, well, Mr Card,
I and many other people would love to know the
answer to that, as the minimum criteria do seem to
have been ignored tosuitDave Ballard, JeffChandler
and the interests ofthe Army Classics Team. | accept
that “on the day wefailed to produce the goods™ in
the Style event- asdid Dave and Jeff, Dave and myself
to the same degree! Esther and myself and the
numerous other people who have written both to
Council and the mag, have never been given a
concrete reasonfor our not being allowed to attend
the '94 World Meet. However, it has since been
strongly rumoured by certain members of Council
that a female competitor and the team captain
attending the World Meet in China stated that they
would not go to the World Meet ifEsther and Fran be
allowed to attend, and this is what determined the
Council’s decision. Subsequently many people'sfaith
has been shaken in this democratic, fair body, namely
the BPA Council.

I would like to thank those people who saw this
matter objectively and gave their support by putting
pen to paper. Finally | would like to wish the
(somewhat depleted) British Classics Team the best
ofsuccess at the World Championships in China '94.

Andfinally... thank you

In April 1993 Sue Oakley did a weekend
SI/L round course at W-0-t-G. After 6 jumps
however, she broke her ankle. She says “I
shall be back there every weekend full of
enthusiasm and willing to help with the bar
and shop and anything else they throw at
me (sorry you can't get rid of me” and
sends her thanks to “everyone at Weston
for their support, friendship and
encouragement during my period of
recovery (and since). Special thanks
however, go to Mick Rafferty (CCI) who
will be moving on inthe New Year and who
I will miss very much”.

Ribs (who reckons all he has to do is
mention Kate to get in the mag) says a big
ta to all at Ipswich PC where he has just
completed a potential instructors course “If
I had known how informative and helpful
the week was going to be | would have
done it years ago. In short, the course is
the dogs testicles.”

Martin Burke who got his Cat 8 last
October says thanks to: British Parachute
School Langar, especially Dave Hickling
and to all at former Swansea PC,
especially Dave Howerski, the staff and
instructors, Kev Cloud, Tom Cooke, Alan
Jones, Eddie Norris and Steve Fitchett.

CUSTOM SKYDIVING IN FRANCE

All types of R.W. coaching, instruction and organisation available to order throughout 1994.
From 3 of the world’ s most qualified instructors, coaches.

"COCQO" FITZGERALD

- French women team Coca Cola
-15.5 average French National
- AFF and (French AFF)

FRANK MAHUT

- World Champion 4-way 87/89
- Alternative World Champ. 91/93
- French AFF

KEVIN HARDWICK

- 10 x British team member 4 & 8-way
- Style and Accuracy
- UK AFF

- Advanced rigger

Team & individuals catered for from National Champions to absolute beginners.
All in the fabulous scenery of the French Alps.

TWIN OTTER SCHEDUIE 94

FAST, QUIET, COMFORTABLE, CHEAP

CAP

ICARIUS AEROTECHNICS

AEROPOLE 05130 TALLARD - FRANCE

TEL: (33) 92 54 16 23
FAX: (33) 92 54 16 22

Feb/Mar 1994

French Cup.

26th March - 13th July A host of World Champions & other high level.
LE LUC 14th July - 17th July

ROYAN 18th July - 26th August

Miles of wild Atlantic Coast and white beaches as a backdrop to

RW coaching and organised groups by arrangement, at all levels.

Watch this space for further venues
FOR further INFORMATION, RESERVATIONS CONTACT:

SYMBIOSIS SUITS FRANCE

TEL: (33) 92 54 28 36

FAX: (33) 92 54 28 72
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F C a re , hasmoved AHEAD m

. FOR 1993, now manufacturing
Warm Suits

Hand made in the finest
kydlvm Suits (e with FAXTEX FASTENER

War CO Z Jackets and optional dytter holes and patterned lining n ««a
ng Bags’ Welght VeStS’ etC Like the top Military Teams and Individuals, choose your skydiving wear

from the A /)Z
firr Oare,

Call the Windblast Hotline e JUMPSUITS
081 845 8 783 'F:OL‘YfCOT:-ON, RW, STYLE ?5 ,:F,ESRUS,?zAL CAMERA AND WARMWEAR
for detalls or information on.......... )

FRAP HATS, RIGS >
PACKING MATS DRAG BAGS A
OR WRITE TO LOGBOOK HOLDERS............ In fact
“ALL YOUR SKYDIVING NEEDS” ... plus .
- s - KIT INSPECTION / REPACK, REPAIR AND SERVICE. ?
Windblast Skydiving Suits
10 Avon C|Ose Phone or write to NICK JOHNSTON
(BPA Adv Rigger / Inst/ AFF/ Tandem)
H ayes URINPALE S FARM For- sGUARANTEE
Middlesex BRIDLINGTON WORKMANSHIP
EAST YORKSHIRE PRICE
UB4 9AH Y016 4YB STYLE/ ITT
Tel: 0262 677367 QUALITY / SERVICE

0262 606725

A” gOOdS Carry a 14 da-y 'CYPRES' now available and fitted to all types o fkit FREE.
Sat|SfaCt| on guarantee Fitting and kit inspection by advanced rigger (CYPRES APPROVED).

Please ring for competitive prices and delivery time (LIMITED STOCK).

Black Knigkte Parackul!
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Florida at the end of a cold November was the place to
be, or more precisely in Umatilla for the 2nd World Pops
Meet. Most of us started our trip with a few days on the
coast soaking up the sun and enjoying the sea, then it
was fifty miles inland for the Meet. Umatilla is a beauti-
ful drop zone run by Jimmy and Wilma Godwin in
what is called ‘Lake county’, and it certainly deserves its
name: from any altitude as far as the eye can see, there
are lakes and from ‘max’ Daytona beach and famous
surf are in evidence.

About 20 British POPS jumpers registered along with
contingents from Australia, Denmark, Belgium, France,
Switzerland, New Zealand, Zimbabwe, Germany, Can-
ada, Norway, Holland, South America, and of course,
our hosts the Americans. In all, there were 152 regis-
tered, ages ranged from 42 to 75 and jump totals from
26 to over 8,000.

Wednesday; the first day started with briefing at 8.30
and then on with the accuracy jumping. Most people
managed to complete their first three rounds, all the ac-
curacy jumps were from various Cessnas and 82 lifts
were completed. The weather was unseasonable with

Mike Allum arriving.
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clouds to 3,500ft, but ideal for this part of the competi-
tion. The only incident was when Pete Lessey (a Brit
who now lives in Germany) broke his wrist. The second
day dawned to clear blue skies, it was hot and there
was no wind. The last few accuracy lifts were com-
pleted, then it was on to the 8-way scrambles.

Fourteen team captains who were chosen for their ex-
perience, picked names out of boxes labelled from very
inexperienced to lots of jumps. Each jump was judged
from the air-to-air video (Mike McGowan leading the
camera men) and was from Jimmy’s Twin Otter flown
by himself. Most teams had completed two rounds by
sundown. That evening, all the competitors along with
their partners and friends, were invited to a B-B-Q at the
Olde Mill Stream RV park, where some of our members
were staying. Loads of food and free beer kept the party
going. Later, some of the Brits (John Crowhurst and
Mike Allum) showed signs of a misspent youth by beat-
ing some of the American POPS and locals at pool -
must have been the beer.

The third day started misty but took only an hour to
burn off. It went on with a mixture of the final round of
scrambles, and accuracy. Local televisions’ ‘Eyewitness
News’ covered the meet, and our own TOP POP Gra-
ham St Clair was interviewed and appeared on televi-
sion. The weather seemed to follow the jumping; as on
the last day it was to be the final rounds of accuracy
and ‘HIT and ROCK’; once again we had low clouds
and light rain. Using the three Cessnas the ‘Hit and
Rock’ took four hours and along with the accuracy, all
were completed by late afternoon. For most jumpers
‘Hit and Rock’ is just a lot of fun, but some take it ex-
tremely seriously; jumping bare foot and in tights so as

John Peck also arriving.
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Sue Hill and the other seven ladies before theirfirst ‘All Ladies’ POPS 8-way attempt.

to get rigs off as quickly as possible, run to the disk and
sprint to the rocking chair all in 4.5 seconds. Only 2.5
seconds separated the top thirty competitors! The win-
ner of the ‘Hit and Rock’ was ‘Ski’ Chielewsky with a
new record time of 4.44 seconds. While on serious
jumping; the accuracy was a very intense competition,
there were several ex-national champions competing
and lots of dead centres. Marjolaine de Pury of France
totalled only 0.02 after five rounds whilst second place
‘Ski’ Chielewsky of the USA had 0.07, and third was
Woody McKay also of the USA with 0.10. The 8-way
was won by the team “Mixed Doubles”, (4 women and 4
men), which included Sue Hill from Cockerham who
also tried to organise the first all women POPS 8-way.
Unfortunately they only had time for one attempt, and
managed a creditable 7-way. Our own Lofty Thomas
had a reserve ride (the second of the meet). The highest
scoring Brits were John Peck inthe accuracy and Pat Car-
penter in the ‘Hit and Rock’.

On Saturday evening there was the banquet; about
five hundred people attended. After dinner it was on
with the speeches and presentations. TOP POP Gra-
ham St Clair presented Jimmy Godwin with one of our
plagues and Mike McGowan with a pennant. On behalf
of all of us he thanked the organisers and judges (which
included our own Pete Best) and invited any visiting
jumper to join us at any of our meets next year. Retiring
American TOP POP Bill Woods was thanked for all his
efforts over the last six years, and presented with vari-
ous tokens of appreciation from many including the new
American TOP POP Alicia Anderson. On to the med-
als: Sue Hill was the only Brit to collect one, well done
Sue. Pete Best, Lofty Thomas, John Peck, Graham
St Clair and Ron Millard were enrolled into SOS (Sky-
divers Over Sixty) and CIiff Lloyd, Sue Hill, John Peck
and Dick Barton all received their US 8-way badge.

Sunday was supposed to be a day of fun jumping, a
few high lifts were made, but the weather worsened.
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The wind increased and the clouds came lower and so
people started to drift away... thus it was the end of the
second WORLD POPS MEET. All of us who attended
had a great time, we met lots of old friends from around
the world and made lots of new ones. During the meet
all the Top Pops and secretaries had discussions as to
where and when the Third World Meet should be; hav-
ing had the first in Australia and the second in the USA,
it was felt that 1995 should be in Europe. To date - a
decision has not been made... watch this space!

It is with great pleasure that we welcome new mem-
bers: Chris Wood, John McParland, Brian Pushman,
Michael Davie, Gerard Buggle, Michael Rich, Henry
Powell, lan Seekings and 600th member Tony Martin.
And from Germany: Gustl Bohm, Klaus Dietz, Horst
Scharafin and Ulrich Diedler.

As this is the last article | shall write for the magazine
(as Hon Treas/Sec) | would like to thank all the people
who over the last three years have helped organise and
assist in the running of our various meets, to Graham St
Clair, Top Pop, and especially Inger for her help and
support. The new man at the helm is John Crowhurst; |
hope he gets as much pleasure from the job as |did.
good luck John.

Michael Allum
Top Pop UK

Hope to see lots of you, including the non-active members
at any or all of the following POPS meets;

Ipswich 30th April - 2nd May
RAFSPA 2nd - 3rd July
Langar 27th - 27 August

Contact John Crowhurst if you need help on B&B etc.
CRW buffs would be particularly welcome at these meets.

Members who were at Umatilla might like to know that Pat
Moorhead and Alicia Anderson who live close to Los Ange-
les are fine and their home survived as well.

Feb/Mar 1994
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CHASING THE TAIL ?

T he recent report ofyet another
tail strike prompts me to write in
order to redress what continues

to be a lack of understanding of some

ofthefine points ofaircraft attitude as
it affects our operations.

I well remember one of those little chats
in the watering hole some years ago with
a well respected and very experienced
Royal Air force chappie who was sound-
ing me out about the possibility of doing
an unconventional exit. | couldn’t be al-
lowed in on the plot but the essential
pre-requisite was the slowest absolutely
level run-in achievable. His secrecy was
perhaps inappropriate on this occasion as
I was the pilot. Nevertheless | could see
little problem as the candidate had con-
siderable experience of jumping out into
a slipstream at least as fast as the maxi-
mum allowed for an Islander with the
door removed. Some time next day | was
given the nod on the appointed lift and the
exit duly took place. At the end of the day
our man had grounded himselfforawhile
with quite severe bruising to his arms and
joints after having performed what was
probably one of the first “Mister Bill”
jumps outside the USA.

In order to achieve the nearest thing to a
level attitude (and in the absence of any
other information) | had flown the run-in
at the maximum speed allowed for flight
in the door-removed configuration 130
knots - the opposite of what was required.

1 have used this story to emphasise the
importance of both pilots and skydivers
being mutually aware of the terminology
of the elements of flight which are critical
to the launch phase. With hindsight it is
easy to say that the intrepid duo should
have confided in me, in which case their
exit would probably have been nearer 45
knots with a bit of flap, no power, and a
quite acceptable slow drift-down.

I now hope to explain to the uninitiated -
what is still obviously not properly under-
stood: the factors affecting the flight of a
jump-ship on run-in and exit. (If you’re
still with me here that’s a good sign be-
cause the main reason jumpers remain
ignorant about aircraft is because that
they think the pilot should learn all that
technical stuff, ‘there’s some serious fun
to be had so let’s leave itto him’. Inciden-
tally the following information could
come in useful if you ever find yourself
on one ofthose old-fashioned DZs where
the means by which the driver “knows”
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when to tell you to get out are not sup-
plied!

A large number of you are jumping ram-
air parachutes and have an understanding
of the principles of flight. The way your
canopy develops lift is no different to the
way an aircraft wing does. The air takes
a different path above and below the aer-
ofoil causing differential pressure which
gives lift. Play with the toggles or the
suspension line groups and you can
change the angle of attack of the aerofoil
relative to the incoming air. This gives
you a range of speed and descent rate.
Move the toggles as much as you like up
in the sky and be sensible near the ground.
Play with the line groups, especially low
down, and you are tinkering with the de-
sign, (ie masquerading as a test-pilot) and
will quite likely one day end up checking
out the response time of the local ambu-
lance crew.

Modem aircraft have bits that wiggle at the
extremities to control the aircraft in all three axes

Aeroplanes like the early Wright “Flyer”
were no more sophisticated than a mod-
em ram-air parachute - the flying con-
trols worked by warping the end of the
wing in the appropriate direction. Modem
aircraft have bits that wiggle at the ex-
tremities to control the aircraft in all three
axes. The really clever people in this life
are the designers who work out exactly
where a control has to be, and how far it
has to move to make things happen nicely.

Now the only real flying differences be-
tween a powered aircraft and the portable
hang-glider which you wear on your back
is the thing that makes all the noise and
gets you to altitude and the fact that you
have no control over its basic charac-
teristics. Its loading will not have
changed much from one dive to the next;
once you are under your glider you have
very limited control over your rate of
descent. Your pilot on the other hand,
assuming that the designer manufacturer
and operator have got it right is still up
there using his ability to control the en-
gine within every variation between

maximum climb and descent and, unlike
your ’chute, the load on the aircraft has
changed somewhat.

Each aircraft is, however, optimised for
its task. The main trade-off is the require-
ment for high speed in cruising flight and
an acceptable landing speed.

With a powered aircraft the range of
speed from flat-out to stall is much
greater, as is the expense, weight and
complication of flaps and other high-lift
gadgets required to get the necessary run-
way length down to acceptable propor-
tions.

One of the many tasks of the designer is
to find the correct balance between all the
forces expected to be acting on his ma-
chine his test pilot then finds out exactly
how the thing flies, decides what flying
and loading limitations may be necessary
and writes the manual.

We therefore have a machine which must
be operated within established limits to
remain safe at all times. It is important
that everyone appreciates that the loading
plan is of fundamental importance to the
trim of the aircraft. Even if everything
works as it should the allowance made by
the designer gives only limited authority
in the event of a slight but acceptable
miscalculation in what weight goes
where along the fuselage. Throw in a bit
of turbulence or the failure of an engine
and things will still be all right, but again
only with no flexibility. The bigger the
aircraft the bigger the range of trim be-
tween the front and the back and the
greater the potential for exceeding the
control authority.

Consider our beloved Islander, just after
take-off with half tanks of fuel and pilot
plus ten jumpers. In the worst, and indeed
normal, scenario where the lightest of the
bunch are at the forward end and the
heavies who are to form the base are
gathered around the door, there has to be
a compensating upward force from the
elevator at the tail of the aircraft because
of the extra weight at the rear. It is self-
evident from daily experience that this is
a common occurrence - but don’t get
lulled into a false sense of security be-
cause the point where there simply isn’t
enough elevator power left to maintain
the desired attitude is not so far away.
Most jump-ships use a bit of flap to get
off the ground and then retract it once
safely airborne and then reduce power a
bit for sustained climb; this produces sub-
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tie trim changes for the pilot to handle,
thereafter a bit of movement is permissi-
ble butremember that the aircraftis flying
at a relatively low speed and, especially
if it is single-engined, the powerful slip-
stream from the propeller is increasing
the effectiveness of the tailplane, so
should the power reduce so will the ap-
parent controllability.

This becomes more important on the run-
in once the floaters start their moves the
effect is like hanging a weight on the tail
of the plane compounded by the extra
drag caused by bodies in the slipstream.
Eventually a point could be reached
where the pilot has full tail-up control
applied which is the absolute limit for that
condition. Any change of trim rearward
by those at the back moving further, or
less obviously someone adjacent to the
pilot moving rearward to get nearer the
door and you give the pilot three choices;

a. Let the tail sink thus lowering the
tailplane relative to the point of exit
which is obviously bad news for the
jumpers who had expected to pass
well below.

b. Put on a bit more power thus in-
creasing elevator authority but per-
versely increasing the risk of blowing
the floaters off and increasing the net
slipstream in the critical door-
tailplane area with enhanced potential
for a tail-strike with more “air” to
work with.

c. Anticipate the condition and main-
tain speed throughout the manoeuvre
without changing power but accept-
ing a gentle drift-down if necessary.

This last is obviously what is required,
and indeed is normal practice, but inex-
perienced jump-pilots must be led care-
fully down this path towards the limit of
control and jumpers should not be too
critical of the loss of a hundred feet or so,
especially with the worst-case ten-way
launch.

Returning to our consideration of basic
design we have a machine which is a
compromise between factors such as size,
weight, range, speed and cost. In the same
way that the length of your suspension
lines governs the trim of the canopy, the
angle at which the wing is fixed to the
fuselage is chosen to give the best flight
characteristics. It is a basic aerodynamic
fact that the most economical and effi-
cient lift on a conventional aerofoil takes
place at a small positive angle of attack.
The wing is tilted up a few degrees al-
though you’d hardly notice it without
careful inspection. The problem in sky-
diving is that we insist on operating at the
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extremes of the flight range and are not
usually interested in economical or effi-
cient cruise.

The “Islander” is typical in having a nor-
mal run-in of 70 knots with flaps retracted
in order not to impede an upright exit.
Some types use a bit of flap in order to
reduce the speed but in order to simplify
this article I won’t expand on the subject
exceptto warn thatunfamiliar aircraft and
pilots may surprise you by not quite being
as they were during the dirt-dive or even
the previous lift. For a static-line opera-
tion the speed can be lower if required
without difficulty but the principle re-
mains the same. At these speeds the air-
craft will be noticeably nose-up because
the wing was designed to work best at a
hundred and something knots and if you
want it to work at half that speed, you
have totip itup abitin orderto getenough
lift. The aircraft is therefore dragging its
tail through the sky. This is not readily
apparent from inside the aircraft but it has
two very important ramifications; the
tailplane is a fair bit lower down relative
to the point of exit compared to the posi-
tion it was when you were dirt-diving and
the vertical is not perhaps what it first seems.

This not normally a problem. The crunch
is that the pilots must fly the appropriate
profile, with the established minimum
cruise power set and the aircraft trimmed
accurately, before the freight starts mov-
ing about and radically altering the trim
to the extreme permitted aft limit. The
jumpers themselves can play their part by
being aware of the difficulties they may
present to the pilot if they vary anything
from the standard exercise. Of course no-
one should adopt a max-lift position on
exit as this would eat away at already fine
margins of clearance which were estab-
lished before the aeroplane was approved
for skydiving. Provided everyone does
what they’re expected to do and the air-
craft is flown properly there’ll be no dif-
ficulty. The picture shows a pair of Is-
landers in a cruise climb and the attitude
is noticeably nose-up. The attitude at the
same speed on a run-in at 70 knots would
be similar the only difference would be
the reduction of power.

Canopy relative workers, for instance,
can have a faster run-in speed if they like,
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within reason, since the aircraft will ap-
proach a level attitude at speeds up to the
normal maximum. Provided that the exit
posture is normal the decreased time to
the tailplane caused by the faster speed is
offset by the relative raising of the tail.
Bear in mind the effects of altitude; the
true airspeed achievable may well give
you a faster than terminal opening so
perhaps not quite so much VAT is re-
quired on speed!

Finally to the point of the vertical The art
of spotting is being gradually lost thanks
to combination of increased use of navi-
gation aids and higher parachute per-
formance. Some understanding of the
principles is important for all parachutists
and some knowledge of meteorology and
especially winds will, if nothing else,
spare you embarrassment or even injury
you find yourself landing out. A nose-up
position of the aircraft at run-in causes
difficulty in establishing the true vertical.
Consider that from an altitude of 6000
feet the circle of error resulting from a
mere 5 degrees offset is of the order of
300 metres and you begin to understand
why so many people get it wrong even if
they’ve been given an accurate wind. Itis
most likely that you will think you have
reached the exit point before you actually
have. (A useful tipfor the novice spotter
—use the horizonfor reference ...Ed).

So in conclusion let’s be sure we know
what we are talking about when we use
these few magic words when discussing
these matters in future.

ATTITUDE: The position of the aircraft
in space relative to the horizontal.

LEVEL: Horizontal.
LEVEL FLIGHT: Unchanging height.

STRAIGHT AND LEVEL: The normal
cruising condition maintaining height
and course.

MINIMUM SPEED: The lowest speed
achievable before entering the stall, in
practice some 5-10 knots above to retain
proper control throughout.

MAXIMUM SPEED: The fastest speed
allowed by the designer, in parachute op-
erations a lower limit will apply once the
door is no longer in place.

Remember that the flexibility ofany pow-
ered aircraft in flight will allow substan-
tial changes of speed and hence attitude
at a constant height.

Maybe its time to re-invent the wheel and
go back to the “Beverley” idea and drop
out through a hole in the floor?

Patrick Long
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DZs In France

W 'hen Uncle Alexis Perry left
England with Boogie Per-
formance and his travelling

Skyvan, | decided to tag along to see

what France had to offer.

My first DZ was Avignon where | watched
some brilliant canopy contact by a French
team in the middle of a training camp. All
lcan say about the DZ is that | agree with
what was written in the October issue of
Sport Parachutist.

I don’t think they were used
to the Skyvan either: 20
people all going for the same

pit.

he second drop zone | visited was La

Ferte Gaucher for a Boogie Perform-
ance week. | was surprised by the lack of
interest from the locals in jumping the
visiting Skyvan, but then if you normally
have the choice of either a Porter or Twin
Otter, I don’t suppose a Skyvan is anything
special. This is a well designed drop zone
with brilliant facilities. You can camp, stay
in a caravan or stop in the best bunkhouse
I have ever seen, for only 30F. You can
pack indoors or out, you can eat at the
restaurant (at a very reasonable price) and
you can drink at the bar from breakfast
through to the early hour of the next morn-
ing. Itis a very active centre with AFF and
static line square courses. It held two Sky-
van Boogies: a 16-way competition, with
five teams competing for the worthwhile
medals and this year saw their first
freestyle and skysurfing events. It was a
great success and everyone that entered
had a good time. | had a great time here,
the jumpers were very friendly, | visited
this drop zone several times while | stayed
in France.

he next drop zone | went to was in

Nancy, a bit further east. The certainly
weren’t used to the Skyvan! It took them
all morning to get a lift together then they
landed all over the place in all directions
and several landed on the runway, so pilot
Ron Dickie was forced to pull up and try
landing again when they had eventually
moved. Then they stopped for two hours,
for lunch! Something they are very fond of
in France, lunch! The atmosphere was
good and they were having fun. A brave

attempt was made at a local record flying
their Porter in formation with the Skyvan.
Unfortunately the gap was too big for one
ofthejumpers to coverand then they didn’t
have the weather to make another attempt.
Once again the facilities for accommoda-
tion were very good, but a car is essential
if you don’t want to starve. Lunch was
available on the drop zone but I got the
impression it was only because of the
boogie.

fter leaving Nancy | went back to La

Ferte before going onto a place called
La Roche Sur Yon, (it took me all week to
learn how to say it), and although we all
enjoyed our jumps and learnt a lot from
Jeff Ronzevalle (French National 8-way
team) | wasn’t impressed at having to pay
club subscriptions at 350F as well as the
usual 120F to OOF for a lift to altitude
before | was allowed to jump just for the
week. | also wasn’t impressed by the fact
that the pilot was sick and it took a day and
a half to replace him and that there was an
International Gliding Competition being
held on the other side of the airfield: we
were stood down for at least three hours
each day while the gliders had use of the
runway. Anyway, | suppose the fact that
the coast was less than an hour away made
me feel a little bit better, The accommoda-
tion is good and again only 30F per night.
The showers were free (as on all French
drop zones) and hot!!! There is also a
help-yourself kitchen which you must
clean when you have finished.

then hitched down to Vichy (not agood

thing to do in France.) | arrived at mid-
night, found some friends and started to
party - the party atmosphere lasted the
whole week - | think most people had a
good time at the Espace Boogie! Helen
Harber and I had a go at Chute Assis which
gave everyone agood laugh. The only ones
thatdidn’t have a good time were the mice.
First if all we came and trampled all over
their field, then they were somewhat re-
duced in numbers by the hailstorm from
HELL!!! A bit of a pity about the speakers
and the other bits and pieces that went
missing; a sad event on a DZ - | thought
that we were all supposed to be friends and
able to trust each other.

he next place | visited was a weekend
drop zone in Chalon S Sureon, a small
place that usually has a Cessna 182. A lot
of accuracy jumping here, | don’t think
they were used to the Skyvan either: 20
people all going for the same pit. No acci-

dents though, not even a reserve ride, and
they seem to be two-a-penny in France.
The accommodation was good and the res-
taurantright next door offers an A La Carte
menu, and is run by a British couple, so no
problems communicating how many bot-
tles of wine you would like with your meal
there!

He said | had no spirit and
that the English were ‘like
clowns in the sky’. After one
jump he changed his mind
about the first part and said |
had the spirit of the Devil!

y last visit was to Bergerac, to the

Chute Assis seminar run by Philipe
Vallaud and J B Oliver. Jeff Ronzevalle
was also there running the Boogie Per-
formance with Alexis, another friendly
drop zone and the jumps were brilliant fun.
When | said | wanted to have a go at the
Chute Assis, | think Philipe was put off by
the attempt he had seen in Vichy. He told
me that | had no spirit and that the English
were ‘like clowns in the sky’. Afterjustone
jump he changed his mind about the first
part and said | had the spirit of the Devil! |
think ljust confirmed the second part of his
opinion though. Sorry!

and tasted some of the local food and
wine, which is very good. The accommo-
dation was not the best, but it seemed to be
free, maybe that was just the influence of
Uncle Alexis! They also have a swimming
pool on the DZ but due to the unusual
chilling winds that were blowing during
the Boogie | declined the offer to take a
plunge. The surrounding countryside is
very picturesque with plenty of vineyards
to land in and a few chateaux dotted about
forgood measure. The DZ plane is another
Porter, which is well flown. Watching it
come into land is well worth it: they make
it look like it is about to crash and just pull
it up at the last moment to land.

I\/I ost nights we went outas a big group

ot being able to speak French is not a
Nreal problem but if you do talk the
language you don’t feel like an ignorant
pillock. So if you don’t mind the French
and their dogs, (including lots of s**t),
France is a fun place to jump, with more
than just FS on offer at most DZs.

“T” Perry C10139
XPert
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Adelaide Grand Prix

L astyear myselfand my wife Jan
were lucky enough to be invited
onto Australia’s biggest demo,

the Fosters Adelaide Grand Prix.

After a short while in South Australia which
has included some greatjumps over the sce-
nic Strathalbyn countryside with Skydive
Adelaide Inc, and obtaining our AFF ratings,
we were lucky enough to bump into Graeme
Ricketts. Graeme is one ofthe major display
organisers in the state and was the main voice
for South Australia on the Grand Prix, Dave
Benson of Skydive Australia, in Sydney was
the main organiser.

The theme of the jump has recently been
jumping sponsors flags into pit straight and
the hairpin bend. Most of the flags were
1,000 square feet, except Dave’s which was
a slightly larger 5,000 square feet! (Even
makes Doddy’s look diddy.) The flags were
packed in a special bag that hung around the
neck, clipped onto your leg straps and also
had a waist belt. Mine was heavy enough -
no wonder Dave looked knackered!

Jan and | had already jumped a large flag at
Strathalbyn and then joined the rest of the
team at Lower Light for a team practice. The
week before the race saw us all managing to
put 14 jumpers out of two Longranger heli-
copters into Victoria Park for our final re-
hearsal before race day.

The Australia display system incorporates a
four tier licence, starting at D and finishing
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at A for the really experienced. This means
that if you are an RW jumper, a stylie or a
Chief Instructor, if you haven’t met the li-
cence criteria then you only jump certain
demos. This seems to me to be a very safe
system and this way you know that the other
jumpers are capable. This proved to be a bit
of a comfort when you have 14 very large
flags all in the same air space homing in on
the cross!

The day itselfwas full of life. Pre race enter-
tainment included a celebrity race with Clive
James and Dame Edna Everidge, the Air
Force was there with a Red Arrows type
display and so were the Australian Army
Team, The Red Berets, with their Black
Hawk. Mix that with a Tina Turner concert
and aworldwide TV audience 0f720 million
and you have a great

demo.

The weather had been
kind with the tempera-
ture in the mid twenties
but the nil wind speed
meant that with a 1,000
square foot flag hang-
ing 30 foot below you
the canopy had to be
sunk into the small ar-
eas allocated. Both heli-
copters took off on
schedule and were run-
ning in at 4,000 feet
within  minutes. We

m m ilF
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were both in the trail helicopter and had a
great view of the jumpers exiting the lead
aircraft. Over a minute after the firstjumper
left, myself and Jan exited last out of the
second aircraft. A quick hop and pop, check
canopy and deploy the flag. Once the weight
of the flag was off your neck and the 10 Kg
weight had bounced you around the sky you
could relax and concentrate on getting in. To
be sitting high up over the City watching the
other canopies with their flags was an excel-
lent sight.

The jump itself was over much too soon
despite the high openings (for the sake of
showing the sponsors flags). There was great
appreciation from the crowd and jumpers
alike, and even though the pressure was off
and everyone had performed well, there was
also a gloom that it was over.

The whole demo was a personal triumph for
Dave and Graeme who had run the event
very well. The other SA jumpers Jeff Cool-
ing, Doug Knowles, Steve Renshaw, Gavin
Burchall and Tony Smith had also come up
with the goods on the day.

After nine consecutive demo years in the
UK, it was really impressive to see how the
Aussies perform; not only the jumping,
which was spot on, but also the organising.
Within just a few kilometres of Adelaide
International Airport they managed to run a
spectacular air show and a busy heliport on
Victoria Park. Could this have happenedjust
outside Heathrow or Birmingham? | think
not!

By the time this gets to the mag we should
have moved on, but if anyone wants a para-
chute holiday down under then South Aus-
tralia is a good place to try. There are two
main clubs; Lower Light with their Porter, in
the north (phone Gregg Smith on +08 378
8869) and Strathalbyn with an Islander in the
South (call Tony McEvoy on +08 3712766).

Mick Honeyman D4751

PARACLAN
PARACHUTE CENIRE

Kinnell Airfield, Angus, Scotland

A vacancy exists for
an Advanced Instructor

to run full time DZ
Contact: Ron Groat 0764 664064 (24 hrs)
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Chris took this photo ofhimselfonly hours before his tragic accident

| t is my sad duty to report the death
at 4.30 pm local time on 28th De-
cember 1993 of Christopher John
Meacock. His untimely death was as a
result ofan aircraft crash while he was
flying Sibson’s Skyvan G-OVAN on
parachuting operations during the
Christmas Boogie in Ampuriabrava,
Spain.

I have had the great pleasure to
have known Chris for the past few
years and my memories of him will
be those of a young man who en-
joyed life to the full. All who met
him could not fail to notice the
enthusiasm he had for both skydiv-
ing and flying. His peers in both
fields would readily testify to his
natural skill and ability to do both
to a very high standard. He man-
aged to combine both these aspects
of his life and, in doing so, built
bridges between pilots and skydiv-
ers, thereby increasing the mutual
understanding of these often sepa-
rate groups.

Our thoughts and deepest sympa-
thies go at this time to those people
closestto him, his parents John and
Sue, his brothers Stuart and Alex
and to Debbie, his girlfriend. | hope
that they may take strength from
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each other and from the “families” of
the skydiving and flying communities.

The shock felt by everyone at the
boogie was, understandably, immense
and it was considered that the boogie
should end. However, itwas decided by
Alex, his brother, that it would have
been Chris’s wish that it continue. We
therefore organised a missing man for-

mation skydive over the crash
site followed by a low fly-past of
a Skyvan piloted by Peter Styles
who had grown up with Chris
and whom Chris had taught to fly
this aircraft. My thanks go to all
the people who took part in this
tribute and to the staff at the club
for allowing it. My apologies
must also go to the many people
who wanted to be a part but were
unable to do so.

Chris will be missed for more
than he would have imagined and
I personally believe it fitting that
he died at the controls of an air-
craft that he loved flying.

| think, however, that Chris had
the last laugh on us all. Within
half an hour of the accident the
evening light had painted the
mountain backdrop a glowing
red and arainbow appeared; this,
the staff at the club state, has
never been seen before. The rain-
bow encircled the crash site and
remained for about an hour.

Chris said goodbye in Dayglo.

John Drew

John, Sue, Stuart and Alex

Meacock would like to thank

all Christophersfriendsfor
their support.

The missing manformation in honour of Chris. Photo by John Drew
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Competitions Round Up

T he Cyprus Championships held
at the Parachute Centre, Per-
gamos Camp started on Sunday

31st October. This was a week earlier

than lastyear in order to overcome the
seasonal change of weather and asso-
ciated uncertain conditions experi-
enced lastyear. Perhaps because ofthis
and maybe due to tighter budgets, the
competition entries were less than
1992.

However, not being downhearted and
with the promise of quality rather than
quantity, it began as usual with the com-
petition brief: Bob Card had been ap-
pointed Meet Director and as is his style,
he kept the competition brief succinct.
Some 30 minutes later, the team leaders
were busy scanning the FS dive sheet
whilst re-acquainting themselves (again),
with the local ales. Two teams tried un-
successfully to downgrade themselves
from Senior to Intermediate, but rules is
rules and Dixie Dixon, CCI of Cyprus
when not competition safety officer, put
them straight, (nice try guys). Tony
Modebe, promoted team coach for the
first ever official Cypriot National
Team, was meanwhile busy rehearsing
the first dive in the ground training area
- his team was on the first lift of the
competition due to start with wheels off
at 7.30 am - Dixie opted for the late start
this year.

the first huge storm of the
season let rip with an
awesome display of
lightening and a torrential
downpour.

The days prior to the competition were
unseasonably warm and all was ready
for the start on Monday. The weather
Gods on Mount Olympus had other
ideas. While joviality and bon homie
increased in direct proportion to alco-
holic intake, the first huge storm of the
season let rip with an awesome display
of lightening and a torrential downpour.

The extent of the damage was not appar-
ent until the next day which started as if
nothing had happened, being clear blue
and warm, apart from the roads looking
black and the plants looking green now
the dust had washed off.

SPort
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Cyprus
Championships

Two Point 5: Lancaster, Rondel, Garbet and Chris Meacock. Senior FS winners

The DZ however told another story; one
of devastation. Three out of the four
tents so carefully put up a few days
before were now flat. Poles had snapped
and tom material bore witness to the
severity of the wind. The ground was
now completely sodden and mushy
enough for cars and 4-wheel drive vehi-
cles to need rescuing by Geordie Fair-
lamb in the DZ Landrover.

The winds remained too high for accu-
racy. It was assumed FS would start.
However. Bob Card and Dixie decided
to call it a day before any more cars
became bogged in and competitors who
after testing the muddy surface of the
DZ, were sporting a new fashion in Mud
Moon boots, transferred the mud into the
aircraft.

The competitors and most of the offi-
cials beat a hasty retreat to the nearest
beach to top up their winter tans, al-
though some arrived in Cyprus looking
more local than the locals and swore
blind it been a good summer in England.
The “dirty milk bottles” slapped more
oil on their bodies than a “greasy spoon”

uses in a week in the hope of concentrat-
ing the UV onto their pale flesh. For the
few left on the DZ it was time to fine-
tune afew items, and dry and re-erect the
tents. The cooks who had by now be-
come a little disgruntled (having asked
what they were supposed to do with 80
breakfasts and been given an appropriate
answer), sorely tested our power supply
by putting both Burco boilers on at the
same time and causing power surges to
the air-to-air video equipment. Much
scratching of anatomies and a bit of deft
re-wiring fixed the problem to the satis-
faction of Dougy Young.

On Tuesday the competition started,
kicking off with FS. The weather was
again warm with blue skies; the DZ was
now sporting a nifty shade of green
rather than the usual dusty light brown.
It was dry enough and with what was to
become the “Call of the Manifest”, Dave
Muir began with the immortal words.
“Or-kay. forks, justa kip vya in-
forrrrmed...”.

Using the Turbine Islander meant the FS
was well under way by mid-day. A vis-
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Competitions Round Up

Team Cyprus in action, with a view ofthe Lanarca coastline in the background

iting team from Sibson, Point Two Five,
showed they meant business in the Sen-
ior category and although there were not
too many teams competing this year, it
did at least give JSPC(N) A Team’a
targetto chase. CCSPC’s Islander, Hotel
Delta, was used to get the Intermediate
and Novice Accuracy under way Dixie
did the spotting and used the opportunity
to get his knees in the breeze, well why
not? The RAPS Accuracy proved enter-
taining in the by now light winds, most
skimming over the pit and turf surfing
on their backsides The only person using
a round canopy was a local jumper,
Marios Kadis, who had deliberately kept
on rounds despite being briefed for
squares, simply for the competition. Un-
fortunately, the only other competitor
using rounds had suffered an injury
playing football. Still, Marios showed
just how good he was by landing closer
to the target than most using squares.

Day one was not withoutincidents. Tony
Modebe managed two successive cut-
aways on borrowed Kit, one being mine!
Bob Card proved he is to hand-held ra-
dios what Uri Geller is to spoons. The
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videojudging area had to resort to shouts
and signals to the Manifest, but It
worked. Team Cyprus got a re-jump be-
cause of this, which was a shame as they
were already muck-shuffling round 3.

Bob Card proved he is to
hand-held radios what Uri
Geller is to spoons

Day 2

All six rounds of the FS were completed,
even with Team Cyprus being given an-
other re-jump in round 5. So was the
Novice RAPS and Round Accuracy. It
was time to start the Senior Accuracy
and get the Stylies going. It was at this
point, Team Cyprus found they had a
very reluctant accuracy Jumper. Try as
he might to “drop out”, Tony was even-
tually persuaded to have a go. He prob-
ably would have been happieron his BT,
but the borrowed PDI93 caused him to
score on one round. The senior Style and
Individual Accuracy held no surprises
with entries from Les Carroll, Dave Bal-
lard and Geoff Chandler, Geoff proving
you can be a competition pilot and com-

petitor. It was later overheard that Kev
Goode, partofthe JSPC(N) A Team who
actually scored on one round, was hav-
ing his name inscribed in the RM
“book”, the consequences of this can
only be guessed. The cooks, it has to be
said were much happier now with their
food being consumed with gusto, (that’s
a local speciality sauce!). It had also
been overheard on the DZ that Dixie
having reduced his nicotine intake from
last year to virtually nil, was, according
to my lIrish source, trying to find spare
meal tickets, especially for the break-
fasts.

Day 3

Thursday and the Senior Accuracy was
to be finished. Our very own Hotel Delta
was once again in the air flown as usual
by Yorky Nisbett in all, we managed 19
lifts including a few to 7000 feet for the
Marines to practice CRW | think it’strue
to say, Yorky has not flown that many
lifts in a day in Cyprus before now. It
was a tiring day with most teams com-
plaining they did not have enough time
to re-pack. The Manifestors, Dave Muir
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Competitions Round Up

and our own Don Hughes, did sterling
work in keeping everybody happy and
the Aircraft in the air,

Day 4

The last day needed only to jump a few
Intermediate stragglers and a couple of
Seniors. Both aircraft were brought in,
so those who had completed their com-
petition jumps could now indulge in
some fun jumping. It seems the compe-
tition had taken its’ toll as most elected
for a quiet restful day. Unfortunately the
winds picked up just enough to prevent
the Accuracy loads. The last few com-
petitors managed to get their jumps and
Team Smudge even managed to get on
the last lift of the day to do their first ever
camera jump which went so well, they
later stated a cameraman on the compe-
tition jumps would have made all the
difference!

The competition was now finished with
all rounds completed. Tony Makepeace,
organiser of stats, quickly produced the
results for our prize-giving dress re-
hearsal. Bob Card was briefed and given
one or two tit bits of info to include in
his speech and off we went try and finish
our Snooker tournament.

The prize giving was handled Jointly by
Major General Tony Harley, CBF and
the representative of our sponsors,
Carlsberg. The ceremony was a little
delayed as the CBF was busy giving
prizes at the Dhekelia Dash, but as soon
as he did arrive, the two aircraft with
display jumpers on board, took off. It
was at this point, Bob Card, now MC.
positioned everybody in front of the ac-
curacy crash mats and began to explain
to the uninitiated what they were about
to see. The display would entail the three
top accuracy jumpers - Dave Ballard,
Les Carroll and Geoff Chandler, six Ma-
rines with a CRW Display and last but
not least, an 8-way plus camera.

Bob’s commentary was both interesting
and fluent, It easily took care of the time
while the first aircraft positioned itself
for the WDI and then the jump run. The
crash mats had been positioned close to
the tents with the score box in view.
Three hopped out from 3200-ish. Geoff
was first with a score of 0.02, Les fol-
lowed with a DC and Dave scored 0.01.
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Considering the wind conditions, they
were all remarkable scores, and in con-
sideration of those winds, it’s remark-
able we didn’tburn down thebondu with
the ground flares... nice one Glenn.

The Marines were next; a group of three
smoked it down abit while the top group
did a clear and pull. I can honestly say
even those used to seeing CRW were
amazed and entertained by the two
groups who started with some simple
(for them), manoeuvres and followed at
lower altitude with pendulums, down
planes, tri-hand and a spectacular tri-
down plane. Breathtaking stuff. The 8-
way exited trailing smoke, being filmed
by Kath Goode although as it later
turned out, not being filmed, (never
mind Kath, these things happen). Three
points were made followed by the flak-
ers tracking away at altitude in a small
bomb-burst. All then landed in some
style on the DZ, some showing their
almost learnt turf-surfing skills.

Immediately the display jumpers were
down and accounted for, 4 buglers from
the Royal Green Jackets in ceremonial
uniform, paraded in front of the specta-
tors and gave a short introductory fan-
fare; this was a first for us and brought a
touch of pomp and ceremony to the pro-
ceedings. General Harley started a short
speech expressing his admiration for the
participants only to be drowned out by
Yorky and Richard in a low fly past. The
General continued and batted not on
eyelid, he was after all para-trained and
so the trophies were duly handed out. It
started with the officials and judges and
ended as is tradition, with the Champion
Overall, this year won in the Intermedi-
ate category by Ben Tatem and the Sen-
ior by Jeff Chandler, both from
JSPC(N). The Displays and prize giving
were probably the best I’ve ever seen in
all the years | 've been apart ofthis event.

All that was left was to strike the tents,
(take them down), repair to the Club
which by now was full of ex-competitors
and prepare for the evening party, (Dixie
said dress loud). It was held in the
George Club, who laid on another excel-
lent buffet and a new toy for the Marines
in the form of a serving trolley. The
disco provided everything but a slow
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A marinefinds a new usefor the anemometer

foxtrot, sorry Dave, we’ll try to organise
it for next year.

Overall, an excellent Championships,
brilliant weather and a small but quality
competition which we hope to improve
upon nextyear, so as they say, watch this
space. Thanks must go to the organising
committee, Dixie Dixon and his
CJSATC Staff, individual thanks to
Dave Muir for keeping everyone laugh-
ing and Don Hughes for putting up with
Dave. Last but by no means least we
thank Netheravon for providing the nec-
essary support and equipment and with-
out whom we could not do the half of
what we do. We look forward to seeing
you all next year and if you missed this
years’ comp., there’s always 1994.

Philip Bell
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Bob Card J
receiving presents 3
from admirers after
delivering a rousing
oration to the gathered
members



Gary Glitter entertains
the party-goers with a song

Official p,
P n
> Tvile for the c:eaSs
’rsty Co il n_:z y




J umpers at the Weston-on-the-Green DZ shared their

airspace with a group ofveteran parachute instruc-
tors recently during a reunion visit of the RAF3%
Canopy Club.

The Canopy Club is only open to pastand presentinstruc-
tors and for some of the more elderly members, the
reunion weekend was a chance for them to get back
under a parachute again for the first time in many years.

However, their mode of transport on this occasion was a
powered parachute, owned and piloted by Bob Kent
(D428).Bob is himselfa current instructor and member
of the Canopy Club and has recently become very inter-
ested in the powered parachute scene.

Following apleasure flightin an American machine while
on holiday in Florida, Bob decided to go the whole hog
and take his Private Pilots Licence (PPL) and buy his own
machine.

During the reunion at Weston-on-the-Green, he managed
to take up a group of former instructors as passengers,
and they all thought the experience was “totally thrilling
and exhilarating”.

One of Bob’s passengers was Wally Sloan from Newark
in Nottinghamshire. As awar-time instructor, Wally com-
pleted his last parachute descent in 1946 - ayear before
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Bob was even bom! Now back under a parachute in 1993,
is Wally, at 80 years old, the oldest person to fly under a
canopy?

Bob’s proud boast - which he can be overheard making
whenever within earshot of sport parachutists on the DZ
is; “I can keep mine up longer than you can!”

The powered parachute is a Kestrel made by PowerChute
Systems International Ltd of Hereford. Classified as a
microlight aircraft, it is registered with the Civil Aviation
Authority and a Private Pilots Licence is needed to operate
it. With a 10,000ft ceiling, the machine is capable of
carrying two people at speeds ofabout 40mphfor an hour’
worth offlying. The wing’isan 11 cellRam-Air parachute
and the power unit is a Rotax 503 aero engine.

Bob Kent, as well as being a member of the Canopy Club
and the RAFfor 24 years has completed more than 2,500
parachute descents. He started parachuting in 1965 and
did his first jump at Halfpenny Green airfield from a
Thruxton Jackaroo under instructor Mike West.

Linda Kent

NJAouxcz Dna.
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They would like to say "nice one Martinll
Photo sent in by Chris Allen (Red Devils).
(Geddit? If not see SP Oct'93 page 34)

The London Fire Bri%ade on one of their displays.
y



Skydive Deland

....first time in the US

This year 1| cancelled Christmas and
headed west for my first trip to the US. I'm
not well travelled (in fact I’d jumped out
of an aircraft 11 times before | ever went
anywhere in one) and | decided to tell you
all about it just incase any of you were
planning atrip in the near future. So all you
well travelled sky gods can skip this boring
review, I’m talking to those who, like me,
are just Cat 8 and still wet behind the ears
from the skydiving point of view.

We flew from Manchester to Orlando
which took about nine hours and headed
on down to pick up our hire car. The cheap-
est way to get around is to arrange a fly-
drive, but sort out insurance with your
travel agent before you go, you only need
CDW (Collision Damage Waver). Com-
panies tend to hard sell insurance, ourcom-
pany, Alamo, added insurance to our bill
even after we had said no. They expect
most customers to just sign for the car
without reading the document after a nine
hour flight. Oh yeah, while we we’re talk-
ing insurance you also need to arrange
parachutists insurance before you go, mine
cost £63 from West Mercia and if your kit
is insured on a ‘home contents’ policy you
may be required to notify your insurers that
you are taking it out of the country.

Once we got the car it was great. The cars
were mostly automatic and drive them-
selves with a wonderful gadget called
cruise control. Don’t be afraid to drive in

the US, it’snot as hard as it looks. Remem-
berto have a small amount of change ready
forthe tolls on the way out of Orlando (they
usually cost between 75 and 90 cents).

We headed out of Orlando along Inter-
state-4 to Deland and then a short way
along 1-92 to the Holiday Inn (which gives
a discount to skydivers, so check it out).
However, American hotels don’t provide
tea and coffee making facilities in your
room - something I really missed. There’s
a restaurant if you want to eat in the hotel
and loads of places to eat just around the
comer. The Pizza Hut also gives a discount
to skydivers and it’s there we met Mak -
the ’States friendliest policeman - he even
gave us all a ride back to the hotel in his
police car (with a little gentle persuasion
from lan Chapman).

Skydive Deland isjust a little further along
the 1-92 very handy from the Holiday Inn
in fact you can walk there if you can carry
your kit and rigbag that far. As you turn
into the airport you pass Performance De-
signs and the Relative Workshop before
arriving at the DZ.

Bob Hallet and the staff try very hard to
make ita friendly and helpful DZ. There’s
a Porter and a seemingly endless supply of
Twin Otters (they even had three on the go
one day) loosely coordinated by Mike at
manifest. Mike deserves a mention on his
own because he will guarantee to mis-pro-
nounce even the simplest name, amongst
his best efforts were lan Rosenvingge, lan
Migerie (Midgley), Adolf Green (Adi

Green) and ‘Deiter’ pronounced as the
audible altimeter.

The DZ is very well equipped with show-
ers, toilets, launderette and even fridges for
campers food and beer, and of course, a
skydive shop with a wide range of kit for
hire. The Performance Designs shop isalso
on the airfield. There is an excellent can-
teen ‘The a la Carte Restaurant’. They
tried to make tea the way we Brits like it,
we kept telling them to boil the water first
but they didn’t quite get it, still the food
was very good. (There’s a tea pot in the
post Bruce.)

If it’s coaching you need, you can’t go
wrong with Skydive University. One-on-
one coaching costs $50 perjump and that
includes slots for both you and your coach
and as much on the ground coaching as you
need - usually around an hour. That works
out at less than £40 and it’s worth every
penny. Skydive University also provide
team training and load organising.

Jumps at Deland cost $15 to 13.5K (just
over £10 for 70 sec freefall) and if you fill
in a frequent faller ticket every time you
manifest you get a free jump for every 15
tickets.

Don’t leave the US without visiting Z -Hills,
both the DZs (Phoenix and Skydive City) are
well worth a visit and they are only around
90 minutes drive from Deland. | did my
100th jump at Pheonix, the DZ with Betty
at manifest - she is lovely and will never
forget your name, take note Mike!

| heard good reports of the new DZ at
Sabastian, they operate a Casa so if you
feel like travelling around visit it and see.

I made some great friends and learned
loads. Congratulations to David Goodwin
on getting his own twin engine pilots rating
and thanks for talking me into the trip.
Thanks also to Elenor (yes she’s still out
there) and the Royal Engineers for looking
after me especially Adi, Chappy, Ed, Rash
and Sid. Thanks also to everyone who
helped me with WARP especially my end-
less Cat 10 attempts.

I qualified Cat9 on Christmas Day and Cat
10 on my last jump at Deland on New
Years Eve, | was so shocked that | missed
the DZ and landed two miles away in an
orange grove. Anyone at Topcliffe or Cark
will tell you that that is positively accuracy
forme, still whataway to end agreat holiday.

Penny Roberts B9627
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My parachute
as l've always
wanted it!

COMFORT
RANGE

For those who prefer the medium
power range, easy to control and
fun to fly. Smooth openings,

fast yet easy flights, and comfor-
table landings, the MERIT series

BT-60 : 889 GPB*
combines it all.

BT-50 : 887 GPB*
BT-40 : 875 GPB*

PERFORMANCE  NEVUED®
RANGE

For those who prefer the small
sporty type, evolution resulting
in safety, turns ending precisely
in the right direction.
Copied more and more, yet never
matched, BLUE TRACK canopies
master all categories of spectacular
landings and have become classics
while staying at the top of technology.

PRO 140 : 875 GBP*
PRO 120 : 875 GBP*
PRO 100 : 875 GBP*

RACE RANGE

For those who prefer real hi-performance flying
with strong emotions. The BLUE TRACK PRO Series
are racing machines, shaped for speed, with flashing turns
and diabolic precision for expert piloting.

* Prices ex. taxes. These suggested retail prices are subject See your nearest PdF dealer at 0 n Cel

to exchange rate fluctuations and may change without prior notice.
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Video
Review

TRAVELLING 3

In his first two “Travelling” films Pat-
rick Passe combined the most stunning
FS jumping (the likes of Tag and the
French 8-way), with new innovative
skydiving such as skysurfing, freestyle
and formation freestyle (with Patrick
de Gayardon and Bruno Gouvy flying
layouts and ‘chute assis’ with their feet
stuck together in “Levitation”). But
what really makes Patrick’s films so
enjoyable is the slick editing and great
soundtrack, as if he were making music
videos. The soundtrack being a mix of
the likes of EMXS, Yello, Jean-Michel
Jarre, Queen, Tom Petty and Joe Satri-
ani. The only let down is the price tag
of £35 for 20 mins.

In “Travelling 3” the price is the same,
but the value is greater ie 35 mins and
six segments, not three. The six seg-
ments start off with Patrick De Gayar-
don skyskiing over a tropical back-
drop, this is fairly similar to the surfing
we saw in the last film, but obviously
there are a few moves that can’t be
done on asurfboard eg a Tee. Next up,
we have the World Champion French
4-way Team Essonne. This is the only
traditional form of skydiving in the
film, showing exactly where this film
maker’s loyalties lie. This section is
very exciting to watch, a perfect mix-
ture of incredible skydiving, great pho-
tography, editing and soundtrack. We
then move to Tennessee to the indoor
skydiving centre at Flyaway with Mike
“Michigan” Sandberg (former FS world
champion and co-inventor of freestyle)
showing his skill, as well as the other
staff members. | was jealous enough
just watching the experienced tunnel
flyers, but then we see Sabrina Heinz
performing a 2-way with Michigan.

30 % Offlstservice, each A 1tim aster n/in purchase -
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Who is Sabrina Heinz? She may not be
a well known name in the sport at the
moment, but perhaps she will be, be-
cause she was doing some nice tunnel
flying and she seems to be about ten
years old! Four times World Freestyle
Champion Dale Stuart, shows off her
graceful skills, which look particularly
beautiful during the sunset footage in
the next segment. During her routine
the Queen song “A Kind of Magic” is
played, this is particularly apt because
Stuart is so skilful it seems as if she can
just make any move without ever hav-
ing to work with the relative air. My
favourite section is next, shot over Sky-
dive Deland, it is a return to the forma-
tion freestyle that really made the first
Travelling film. These formations in-
clude 4-way chute assis (sitting down
in free fall), totem poles (standing on
each others shoulders in free fall) chute
assis - tracking through a hoop, and
most incredibly a form of skysurfing,
where the surfboard is actually another
person; it really has to be seen to be
believed. Lastly, we return to the tropi-
cal location of the opening section for

FREESTYLIN' 4U

Marco Manna & Bruno Brokken
This video is fast, furious and short. It
is a series of Marco and Brunao’s best
routines set to music. The opening
shot grabs you as Marco Manna hur-
tles up towards the camera in what |
assume is a ‘reversed video layout'.
Filmed over Ampuriabrava, itis a se-
ries of routines strung together to mu-
sic. Bruno’s camerawork is impressive
as usual - with constant motion and
inventive angles.

There is a vertiginous sequence with
a chest mounted camera, showing
Marco’s face against a wildly rotating
background of sun, sea, and Ampuri-
abrava.

Gaby Meis and Wendy Smith are on
2nd camera for some of the se-
quences - lenjoy watching freestyle
sequences with the cameraman in
the frame - it does give an apprecia-
tion of the skill and work that has to
be done to keep the freestylist in the

Patrick De Gayardon skysurfmg, but
with much more speed and precision
than in “Travelling 2”.

“Travelling 2” was a definitely an im-
provement on its predecessor and
‘“Travelling 3” is a similar improve-
ment. The quality of the skydiving and
the film making is the highest you are
likely to see in our sport, by quite along
shot, and of course this film is a lot
longer. My only complaints are that a
lot of it has already been shown on TV
by Transworld Sport, although with
different soundtracks. Also the choice
of music, isn’t always as apt as it was
in the last two films. But other than
that, this film is a stunner, showing just
how skilful and creative skydiving can
be. Perhaps the lead taken by these
amazing French and American skydiv-
ers will inspire more people in this
country.

Phil Helper
DETAILS
Travelling 3 - Patrick Passe

35 minutes - £34.95
Available at Sward Sports

picture at the same time as compos-
ing the shots.

I think this product will appeal to the
committed freestylist; many of the
shots are close up and Marco’s tech-
nique is easily studied in slow motion.
This also has the advantage of
lengthening the film because it
comes in at just under 10 minutes. It
is short and sweet, but if you are
collecting freestyle videos as a train-
ing aid it is worth it especially if you
feel like a donation to a good cause.
The proceeds of the video are to go
towards training jumps for Marco and
Bruno.

Ola

DETAILS
John Drew has a limited num-
ber of copies. Contact him, or
send a cheque for £15 to:
62c Hermon Hill
Wanstead
London E11 1PB.

28 HIGH STREET, WHITCHURCH
SHROPSHIRE Telephone: Whitchurch
(0948) 662179

Sport
Parachutist
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Lucifer’s return

ith 80 separate displays
coppleted in 1993, the
Frids made their annual pil-

Page 31

4--way team in Portugal -photo by Dave Mitchell.

gimage to Ampuriabrava for the
1894 team selection. As usual, itwas
search of fine weather in Octo-
rINovember that the trip was

made, so that each team member
could make a significant number of
jumps with team candidates, at a
time of year when the weather was
dubious in England.

In the event, the average number of
jumps completed in a fortnights dedi-
cated skydiving was around 20, with
the cameramen, Wolfie, Wills and
John Wheeler doing about twice
that. The reason was the rain - gal-
lons of it! We arrived in G-ORED
open mouthed at the flooding on the
DZ and the surrounding area. Only
the runway and the football field
were visible on the airfield and every-
thing in the hangar had to be moved
upwards as the Porter stood forlornly
in a foot of rain-water. Undeterred,
jumping went on during every sunny
moment, and with nil winds and very
soft ground we had some very inter-
esting landings.

Despite the ungracious weather,
Captain Terry Carroll’s objective was
achieved with six new team members
being selected for ’94. They are
Steve Smith, who qualified Cat 10
while in Spain, Aaron Hearsum, Cat
9, Steve Blee, Steve Ricketts and
Kev Waterhouse. Steve Jelf also
joins for ’94 having been a guest
jumper for some time.

On the subject of selection, a new
exercise was introduced by Chris Al-
len (next season’s CCI) where each
tryout had to present a five minute
iecturette’ to the rest of the assem-
bled company. To me, the most in-
teresting of these involved two cu-
cumbers, two prophylactics and two
female ‘volunteers’. (Nice one Deb-
bie!) There was also an impersona-
tion of Nish Bruce which was made

SPort
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Dave Mitchell -photo by John Wheeler.

all the more interesting because the
subject was in the audience.

Back in (dry) England in November,
plans were set in motion for the 93
end of season bash and Christmas
party which was to be a Red Devil
reunion. Around 200 people en-
joyed food, wine and dancing at the
Officers Mess at Aldershot. Captain
Carroll spoke during the evening of
the achievements of the competi-
tions team, especially at the Nation-
als, and said farewell to four team
members. Yanto Evans, who is ru-
moured to be a DSS inspector, Joe
Willoughby, who is working for an
ex-team member Ray Armstrong,
Mac MacLennan who is posted to

Lippspringe Parachute Centre and
Taff Davis who is returning to Battal-
ion. Red Devil of 1993 was named
John Wheeler. Dancing (and drink-
ing) continued until dawn, after a
surprise guest appearance of Gary
Glitter and minders who, by the way,
would like ex-Fred Jackie Young’s
telephone number.

Party over, and the team went on
annual leave. As usual a contingent
travelled west to Deland with Debbie
Ingle, Charlie Hartigan, Chris Allen
and Dave Alexander doing AFF, and
Sharky boogieing (?) in Spain.

Plans for "94 are well underway with
66 displays booked at the time of

Feb/Mar 1994



writing, of which 12 are in the USA.
The 4-way FS team has changed
personnel with Tebbs (better luck
with the driving test next time) Teb-
butt, Billy Bunting, Jason (IMC rated)
Grime and Dave Alexander with
Mark Bayada on camera. Negotia-
tions are continuing to ensure com-

94 following the withdrawal of
News International. Also, dont for-
get the Fred’s 4th “You Bet’ chal-
lenge to be shown early in '94. The
late Chris Meacock flew the Sibson
Skyvan for this challenge and on
behalf of the Team, lextend every
sympathy to his family. Also involved

was flying for a change, and Bob
Little who flew the Weston lIslander.

With luck 1 shall be next reporting
from sunny Cyprus during team
training, providing this time | can
stay out of casualty.

Blue skies RED

mercial sponsorship support after were G-ORED pilot Al Barnes, who Oevils Lucifer

You Bet team with Mathew Kelly -photo by Dave Mitchell.
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If so why not plan a trip to sunny Flagler Beach Florida, USA

(TV)

SKYDIVE FLAGLER BEACH dba Flagler Aviation Inc is the home of Rocky Evans, co developer of
the "Accelerated freefall programme” (AFF). We specialize in AFF instruction and have a 99% pass rate. Our
student gear is equipped with modem Ram-Air canopies, main and reserve.

AFF course October through to Mmy 1994 . Discountprice 0f$895 US

(By appointment €ify)
W ARP instruction available (BPA Coach), Tandem Parachute Jumps and preparation for your AFF
instructors rating with our AFF Pre - Certification course.

LEARN TO FLY!!

Our flight school has Cessna 152 and 172 aircraft available. Our flight instructor will give you personalized
instruction to prepare you for your written, oral and practical flight tests. We have a 100% success rate with
our student pilots.

For the more experienced pilots we also offer instrument and commercial ratings and multi engine training in

our Seneca 1. Private Pnbts trainingfo r as little m $2,000

When you’re not training you can relax and enjoy the beach, just five minutes from the airport.
Accommodation on the beach available.

For further information contact: or Terry Warby

For Travel information in the UK contact: Flagler Aviation Inc. 222 High St,

Palmer Travel Ltd PO Box 1636 West Sunderland,
Phone(0384)397267 Bunnell, FI. 32110-1636 USA SRI3DH
Fax(0384)440071 Phone: 904-437-4547 Phone: 091 567 8080

Fax: 904-437-1004

Feb/Mar 1994 Xpert

Parachutist



Page 33

el! Stellanbosch and Citrusdal
- Cape Town, S.A.

W hile travelling round Africa
forayear we heardabouttwo
drop zones in Cape Town .
Stellenbosch Airfield and Citrusdal
(West Province Sport Parachute Club).

The latter holds a social evening every
Thursday night at Greenpoint Stadium in
the centre of Cape Town. So after eighteen
months of absence we went along with
logbooks to check it out.

We were made very welcome by all the
club. Many beers (and of course a big
steak) later arrangements were made for us
to travel with them to Citrusdal (a 100 km
north) at the weekend.

Citrusdal is literally as it says; a valley of
orange trees with the club nestled among
them. Mountains rise steeply on both sides
to about 1500ft making it a spectacularDZ
from the air. Along the valley bottom flows
a small river with pools for swimming in.

The club operates the RAPS system for
students with approximately fifteen rigs
and progression to Cat 3 (Cat 10) seems
very rapid. The immaculate aircraft is a
C207T which gets to 10,000 with seven
jumpers quickly and comfortably.

Facilities include a large hangar for pack-
ing (and sleeping), free use of fridges and

30 YEARS OF RAPA
RAPA CHAMPIONSHIPS 1994

PRACTICE DAYS 21st & 22nd JULY
16-WAY FORMATION (6 ROUNDS) & 8-WAY SPEED (6 ROUNDS) 23rd & 24th JULY
4-WAY FORMATION (8 ROUNDS) 25th TO 29th JULY INCLUSIVE.
STYLE (3 ROUNDS) ACCURACY (8 ROUNDS) 25th TO 29th JULY INCLUSIVE.

PRIZE GIVING 1100 HOURS 30th JULY 1994

esntcpw t# <m mDiz&p&mz

disco nights

loe** ssd &

LIBOR! FEST!!1! A WEEK LONG STREET PARTY IN PADERBORN
29th JULY BAR-B-QUE AND PARTY
jiicxtc& teo*e<#m srw sxAw m -TX M Sfc-ntvsttervoitt-hsTzs& woTt

23rJ - 30A JULY 1994

COMPETITION AND COACH DETAILS
TEL: 01049 5254 822378/2740 FAX: 01049 5254 87456

DETAILS: FROM, COMMANDANT, JSPC (L), BFPO 16, GPO LONDON
Twm CrnS'RA'’KD 'TMZZZ 7TtZS'mS )SA4KDSZSIHHIN
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well equipped kitchen, bar and large
“braai” (BBQ) area. Friday and Saturday
nights there is a serious barbecue and beer
drinking session. Accommodation is pro-
vided by four, six and eight berth wooden
cabins (10 rand a person / bed / weekend)
with hot showers included.

Jump prices are 45 rand per jump (to all
altitudes) and 10 rand kit hire (for experi-
enced and students alike). All out at 3500
is 25 rand each. In September 1993 there
were approximately 5.50 rand to £1.00
which made it very favourable for us!!

Friday night was spent eating vastamounts
of meat and drinking twice as much beer.
Saturday morning dawned perfect sun-
shine and clear blue skies. However, after
studying our logbooks the acting CCI
(Steve) was not too impressed at our eight-
een month layoff and put us back on the
rope!!

The lasttime we had done a static line was
1988 and not having jumped since June
1992 - so shitthere we were!l! One dummy
pull later (whereupon Steve threw the DP
handle back to Cape Town) and one 5
second delay later we were cleared to sky-
dive. The Saturday night braai included
certificate giving and corresponding
“windmill” performances (by the men!!).
As this was our first skydive in the south-
ern hemisphere Steve had to comply.

As usual Sunday was another perfect day
so we went to altitude, looked out over the
mountains to the flat plains beyond and did
two very enjoyable skydives.

Turnaround was relaxed due to shortage of
club members (attending a fellow sky-
diver’s wedding in Cape Town) but we
took advantage of the river and went for a
swim in between jumping.

We were made very welcome all weekend
in true South African style. Many thanks
to all at the club especially Lee Cropper for
jump mastering and putting us up in Cape
Town for a week!!

Nicky Spinks C8405 and
Steve Burgess C9671

The DZ postal address is WPSPC, PO
Box 7017, Roggerbaai 8012, Cape
Town and two contact numbers are:
Cape Town 4610677 and 966140.

Feb/Mar 1994
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November 5-7: Strong Enterprises

Tandem Certification Course
Hosted by Strong Enterprises.
Preregistration required; call us today.

November 12-13:4-Way & 8-Way Meet
Train for this month’s Thanksgiving Competition.
Open and intermediate classes.

FAl njles. Seminar Saturday night.

November 19-28: Thanksgiving Meet
November 19:8-way practice
November 20-21:
8-Way Competition
November 22:
16-way practice
November 23:16-way
competition
November 24:
20-way practice
November 25:
20-way competition &
Turkey Dinner
November 26-27:
10-way practice
November 27:10-way
competition,
seminar and
party

December 3-5: ... Vector Tandem Certification Course
Hosted by the Relative Workshop. Preregistration required.

December 11-12:..vvccvviercnnn, 4-Way & 8-Way Meet
Open and intermediate classes. FAI rules. Seminar Saturday night

December 15-Jan. 9 .. Christmas & New Year’s Boogie
« Christmas 10-way Scrambles—Everyone wins!
+ StarofDavid competition « Christmas star dives
+ 18-way sequential ¢ Christmas & New Year's parties

January 14-16...cccceevvievennnns Large Sequential Camp
January 22-23 ... 4-Way & 8-Way RW Meet

Open and intermediate classes. FAl rules.
Seminar Saturday night.

S v e ttfo
February 5-6:...ccovovieivienneieeresresnnens 20-Way Meet
Come and challenge the Skydive City team! Try to take the trophy!
February 11-14................... Valentine’s Day 4-Way Meet

Competition, coaching and seminars.
February 25-27:.. Vector Tandem Certification Course
Hosted by the Relative Workshop. Preregistration required.

March 5-6:...ccoovvvvviinnnns 4-Way & 8-Way RW Meet
Open and intermediate classes. FAI njles. Seminar Saturday night.

March 12-13: Strong Tandem Certification Course
Hosted by
Strong Enterprises.
Preregistration required.

March 19-April 9:
Easter Boogie,
Skydive City Style

20-way sequential, 40-way speed

April 2: Easter Cookout

and Party
Seminars, prizes, and large loads,
Easter egg hunt, cross training.

April 16-17: Second Annual
Mayor’s Cup
8-way sequential RW meet

Topics For Sunshine Factory 1993-94 Seminars

Know Your Gear: Basic gear safety seminar
Basic Gear Maintenance or “Why do I need a new closing loop?”
Pro-Packing Seminar + Gear Inspection
Canopy Control or “How to do a safe hook turn”
+ New Gear “Buyer’s Guide" Seminar

Guest Speakers for the 1993-94 Season*

Derek Thomas TonyUragallo JohnLeBlanc
Bill Richards Henri Pohjolainen Jack Jefferies
Mike Lewis Norman Kent Mark Hewitt

*More speakers will be added as we get confirmation

Aidrcraft. e Full-time Twin Otters
From Freefall Express: Skydiver owned and skydiver flown.

Additional Services
Student skydiving by FreeFlight + Rigging by Sunshine Factory

Food by Hard Dock Cafe ¢ Beer by Ruth's Beer Garden
Trailer park and hookups for visiting jumpers

Give us a call and allow us to better serve you!

Tel: 813-783-9399 ¢ Fax:813-782-0599 « Students: 813-783-9991
40247 Tucker Road ¢ Zephyrhills, Florida 33539-1599



rjy Y'i1x' Altitude Warning Device FreeFlight/ z - Hills

Skydiving

Probably the best School

in the world!

Expert AH-

Manufactured by: Mosevej 3, P.O. Box 25 |nstructlon
—m mr 4070Kr. Hyllinge/Denmark Featuring Relative Workshop Vectors and
w " B m sm ani Phone+45424044 05 Performance Designs canopies.
~ — M Fax: +4546 751722

Price - £125.00 plus £3.00 post and packing.

813.783-9991
FAX: 813-782-5112

UK DISTRIBUTOR - SWARD'SPORTS LIMITED, Mill Farm, The Fox, Purton, FREEFLIGHT INC.

Swindon, Wilts. SN5 9EF. Tel: 0793 772323 Fax: 0793 772085

BOOGIE ALL OVER THE WORLD
WITH JULIAN SNOW TRAVEL
LOW ALTITUDE PRICES

FOR ALL YOUR FLIGHT & CAR HIRE BOOKINGS
CALL ALISON MAYO

JULIAN SNOW TRAVEL
7-9 UNION STREET
STRATFORD UPON AVON
WARWICKSHIRE CV37 6QT

TEL: 0789 261112 -
ABTA FAX: 0789 261113
OR CALL THE DROP ZONE
MIDLAND PARACHUTE CENTRE, WEEKENDS: 0451 844449

a great bite
ith a perfect grip

the jack safety knife
inthe U.K.

available af
Sward Sports”™td\
0793 772323

Made by Hanson Safety HB, Box 108,23623'Hollvikenf Sweden
phone & fax Int+46.40.45.02.60 \ ®

INSURANCE
FOR PARACHUTISTS

u/f

WEST MERCIA
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St, Womboume, Nr Wolvertiampton WV5 9DN
Tel: 0902 892661

P.O.Box 1178
Zephyrhills, Florida 33539

Frank B. Arenas, Owner

sAHRan Bausas
The alternative skydiving adventure

£1500 secures you:

m10 days at a private drop zone/game ranch in
Southern Africa

m internationally experienced instructors will guide you
through level 1-8 AFF (equivalent to BPA Cat 8)
mreturn airfare and airport transfers

mevening game viewing with ‘sundowners’ at private
game ranch

m cultural evenings and all the fun and sun you can
handle!

m state of the art equipment......ccooovvieene

What are you waiting for?

Slots are limited and will be secured on a first come,
first serve basis. Complete your AFF course and have
a superb holiday at the same time.

For an information pack telephone 071 602 2632

AlrMosters

. PARACHUTE SCHOOL, INC,,

OPCNRIim ROUND
mTandem Jumps u flfP Instruction
® WARP Instruction m Student Gear Rentals
m Primary and Advanced Relative Work Insturction

Phone (813) 788-5591 fax (813) 783-1339
LOCRKDRT

Zephurhills Parachute Center
P.O. Box 1889, Zephyrhills, fl 33539
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READY,

GO ..« into the new season with all the
accessories you need. We have a full range available
so if there’s anything you want call Maggie with your
order today, or fill in the order form below.

If you're not sure exactly what you need perhaps our
colour catalogue will help. Give us a call and we’ll mail

one immediately.

We aim to give you the BEST in QUALITY and
SERVICE. And never forget - we're here for YOU.

Altimeters

O Sapphire 13,000 ft, white face. Wrist or
chest mount. Inc wrist mount.
Great value £74.95
O Black O Red

O Altimaster Il 12,000 ft, white face. The
‘Standard’ altimeter £129.95

O Altimaster Il 12,000 ft. Includes wrist
mount. £149.95

O Altimaster V Wrist (inc) or chest mount
12,000 ft. O Blue O Black £89.95

O Spare Glass for Altimaster Il £9.95

(@]

(@)

OCMHties O

Chest Pad foam pad fits all altimeters.
Colour £5.95
Chest Pad/Zak Knife as above with built

in Zak knife. Colour £8.95
O ‘U’ brackets (pairs) attach Altimaster |l
to chest pad. £3.50
O Wrist Mount O Alti Il O Alti Il £5.95

Audible altimeters

Altitude awareness safety devices.
Recommended to all levels.
O Dytter pulsating tone at preset heicjht.
Very | Slack
O Trurquoise. £125.00
O Microhawk Black £99.95
O Dytter Mount For no helmet dives £9.95
O Dytter batteries Set of 4 £9.95

Camera Gear

O Mount Polycarbonate plate and nylon

brackets for stills/video/film.

Fits Protec only. £70.00

Newton Sight Lens in mount with 6mm

rod £69.95

Stem/Universal Joint Stem fits to any

helmet, joint connects stem to sight £24.50

Complete Kit £149.95

Skylight Video, LED indicator £39.95

Advanced Newton Sight £149.95

Modified Dytter for above £149.95

Leo Dickinson helmet without drogue
£199.00

Leo Dickinson helmet with drogue
€:250.00

O 00000 O O

Footwear

Size:. (3 - 12/37 - 46)
O Strops (Adult) £17.50
Rubber Sandals with ankle straps.
O Single Bright O Multi Bright
O Black O BlueO Pink/Purple
O Purple/Grey O Pink/Purple/Grey
O Strops (Childrens) Sizes 9 -1
Pink/Purple/Black only - £9.99
O Strops/X Back Across the toe design,
colourful weaves. £19.95 Adult sizes only.
O ‘Sierra’ Fibus Across the toe design,
hard wearing, fully adjustable ankle strap

O Black O Blue O Colourful weaves.
Adult sizes only £29.95
O Fibus

Hard wearing sandals with fully
adjustable ankle straps £27.50

O Blue O Blue/Silver O Green/Grey
O Black O Magenta/Grey O Red

Goggles

O Sward Sports Goggles Superb comfort,
soft edging. Lens: O Clear O Smoke
Trim: OPink O Green O Orange
O Black OBlue O Red O Grey
OTurquoise O White O Yellow £6.99

O Sky Eyes Clear Lens. Soft rubber trim.
Edge colour O Black O Blue
O Pink O Green O Yellow £11.45

O Kroop’s Clear Lens Side vented.

O Clear O Smoke
Trim colours: O Red
O Blue O Hot Pink £5.99

O Kroop’'s Over Eyeglasses
Clear lens goggle for spectacle wearers.
Trim colours: O Hot Pink
O Black O Blue O Red £9.95

O EZ Clear, rimless, non fogging £4.99

O Black

Gloves
Sizes: O XS/7 0O S/7.5
O M/8 O LW O X179.5

O Aircrew Close fitting unlined leather
Sensitive feel. Excellent for all purpose
use. £19.95
O Black O Red O Navy O White

O Thermal Thermal lined leather gloves
with cuffs. Close fitting. Ideal for winter.
£22.45
O Black O Red O Navy O White

O Silk Inners Liners for gloves for extra
warmth under your normal gloves £7.25

O Webbed Gloves Suede leather
palm/spandex back £19.95

0os oM O L£39.95
Bits & Pieces
O Tube Stoes, Clear £5.45
O Standard O Microline
O Tube Stoes, Coloured £6.45
O Standard O Microline

O Wallet Hip Pocket Nylon Wallets.
Many colours including fluorescents

O Canopy design O ‘RW design
Colour £4.50
O Ben Bag

Flat waist pouch, two
pockets, snap fastening elasticated
waistband. O Bright O quiet £9.95
O Weight Vest Made from parapak with
fastex clips & 4 tubes
(OFS] oM O L £34.95
O Filled tube £1.00 per Ib
(P&P relative to extra weight)
O Sunglasses
Cool, groovy bright colours
Rubber frame. UV protected. £2.99
O Googlies Soft, adjustable retainer
bands for sunglasses.
O Bright O Subtle £4.95

Knives

O Jacknife,
Spare Blades. £9.95
O Yellow
O Pouch for Jacknife
Fit to jumpsuit or rig. Colour: _ £3.00
O Aluminum Hook Knife
Same as Zak. Replaceable blades
O Black ORed OBlue £10.50
O Aluminium Hook Knife in pouch
Colour: _ £13.00
O Zak Knife £3.50
O Zak Knife in Pouch Fits to chest

O Black

strap.

Colour: £6.00
O Pouch for zac knife £2.50
Self Inking Stamps

Self Inking Stamp O RW O CRW

Never needs an ink pad. £5.50
Fun Logging Stamps
Four Great stamps to assist with logging,
dive organisation or pure fun! £4.99
O Zoo O Funnel O Tandem
O Mega Man Stamp
(1 1/2" for dive organising)
O Ink Pad for Stamps
Standard ink pad for use with our Stamps
(not self inking ones!) £1.99

Logging
O Log Book Holder, Basic
Parapack. 2 large 2 small & pen pockets.

Holders for RW & CRW stamps. Padded.
Colour: £11.95

O Log Book Holder, De Luxe
As above with extra pockets and velcro
fastening. Fully padded. Colour:_____
£14.95

O Log Book, 2 Jumps/Page
‘Traditional’ RW logbook. Lots of
information pages. £5.75

O Log Book, 10 Jumps/Page
As above £5.75

O Faxlog Log Pages
Logbook for 6-ring personal planner (ie
Filofax). Information pages. £4.95

O Faxlog 6-ring Folder
High quality laminated 6-ring personal
planner/
binder. £4.95

O Faxlog Folder/Log Pages
Combination of the 6-ring binder and the
log pages. £8.95

Jewellery & Watches

O Funky Freefallers Very colourful
O Brooch O Fridge Magnet £6.50
O Superior Pin Badges

Gold edged
O Skysurfer O Freestyle
O Tandem OBlue Track

O Exit from diving Pilatus Porter £4.99
O Enamel Pin Badges
O DC3 O Freefaller O Tandem
O Square side-on O Square front on
O Round (A/Con) £3.75
O Silver Earrings
O Square canopies side-on
O Front-on O Freefaller
O Silver Pendants
O Square canopies side on
O Front-on O Freefaller £5.25
O Watches Traditional altimeter design
face. Swiss quartz movement. Black strap
O With Date £19.95
O Without Date £18.95
O Altimeter Wall Clock Brighten up the
home or office with our Wall Clock
depicting an Altimeter design - just as the
watch face. Supplied with battery and
one year guarantee £14.95

£8.45



Books

O HB- HARDBACK PB - PAPERBACK

O ‘Filming the Impossible’
Adventure travel book by Leo Dickinson.
Inc some skydiving. 255 pages
PB& HB £14.99

O Ballooning over Everest
By Leo Dickinson HB £14.95

O ‘Anything is possible’
2nd adventure travel book by Leo
Dickinson Inc skydiving 225 pages HB.
£14.95

O ‘Guide to Sport Parachuting’
By Charles Shea-Simmonds. Ideal for
students. 144 pages HB £12.50

O ‘Picture Library, Skydiving’
Full colour picture book including basic
text 32 pages HB. £6.95

O ‘Skies Call I and IIF
Full colour pictures in three volumes.
Approx 150 pics per volume HB
O 1O Il £12.50

O The Sky People’
History of Parachuting by Peter Hearn.
200 pages HB £18.95

O ‘Freefalling Together 1'Dive organiser
book. 2- 20 ways PB. £12.00

O ‘Freefalling Together 2’Dive organiser
book. 21- 64 ways PB. £12.00

O Blocking Together Dive organiser book
PB. £12.00

O ‘Groundrush’ by Simon ‘Jakey’
Jakeman. 127 pages HB £9.99

Gear Care

O Packing Mat With Pocket
Large size.
Padded kneeling area. Riser holders.
Colour: £14.50

O Rig Bag with Pockets
Padded shoulder straps. Carry handle.
Large main pocket plus smaller front
pocket with 3 dividers. Packing tabs.
Colour: £54.95

O Rig Bag for Tandem Rigs
Colour: £64.95

O Mini Rig Backpack
Lots of pockets, padded straps. Pop Top
or ‘Vector’ (tick for order form) £34.95

Videos

O SPECIAL OFFERS

O All 4 Wally Tapes £75.00

O Any 2 Wally Tapes £50.00

O ‘Wally, the Movie’(l) £29.95

O The Right Wally’ (I) £29.95

O The Wally Stuff' (Ill) £29.95

O ‘Wally Goes Tropical’ (V) £29.95

O Dead Men’s Tales £24.95

O ‘Relative Work - "The Basics"™
Inc all 10 levels for training from the
WARP programme. £29.95

O ‘World CRW Championships’
50 min TV Programme + loads of
training and competition jumps
Nearly 2 hours. £19.95

O ‘Anything is Possible’ 3 x 26 min TV
Documentaries. £9.99

O Travelling I
3 Top class films & amazing freestyle
footage £34.95

O Travelling 2’ More great sequences
£34.95

O ‘Flight of the Dream Team’
By Norman Kent. Narrated and ideal for
showing non-skydivers £29.95

O ‘From Wings Came Flight’
By Norman Kent. Superb Skydiving
footage in exotic locations £39.95

O Norman Kent Compilation’
World Champion Air Bears,
Freakbrother convention, Ride a Cloud
60+ minutes. £19.95

O Kinesthesia’
The art of body flight by Norman Kent

O Travelling 3 £34.95

O Over The Edge £39.95

Hats & Headgear

O Frapp Hat Handmade in quality Italian
leatner. Custom size & colours.
2x dytter pockets. Clip fastener.
Phone for stock or order form. £85.00
O Frapp Hat
Factory made Dytter holes.

Clip fastener OS oM O L
O Black O Blue £54.95
O Protec Tough plastic helmet £35.95
(OS] oM oL O XL
O White O Red O Black O Blue
O Protec Liners £12.95
(OS] oM oL O XL

Have you ordered from Sward Sports before?

Posters

O 5 Man Star Trailing Smoke £3.50
O Build up to 126-way Record £3.50
O 24 Stack Record £3.50

Sward Sportswear

O Lycra/cotton sport shorts
- bright or subtle £12.50

os oM oL
O Skydive Sweatshirts
£9.99

White with large ‘Skydive’ logo across
chest in Fluorescent Pink & Bright Blue
oS oM oL O XL

O Skydive T-Shirt
as sweatshirt £5.99

0Ss oM oL O XL
O Trousers

Baggy cotton trousers in great patterns.

Size £27.50

Please call Sward Sports for colour
choice

Designer T-shirts

oL O XL

Skysurf designer T-shirt - £12.95
Skydive at Dawn T-shirt - £12.95
Tandem designer T-shirt - £12.95
Drop Zone designer T-shirt - £12.95
PD T-shirts-£12.95:

Various colours
oM oL

o

OO0O00O0

O XL

O Yes O No

SWARD SPORTS LTD

1/94

Name: enc a cheque or please debit my Switch/Access/Visa/Mastercard A/C No:
Address: Expiry Date:
Signature:
Post Code: Home Tel No:
Item Size Colour Custom options Custom Item Qty Total
description (size,colour, name, etc) charge Price Price
UK BFPO&  Outside Goods
Post & Packing Europe Europe .
Orders up to £20.00 £2.00 £3.00 £5.00 Post & PaCkmg
Orders £20.01-£50.00 £3.00 £4.00 £8.00
Orders over £50.00 ~ £4.00  £500  £10.00 TOTAL

Sward Sports Ltd, Mill Farm, The Fox, Purton, Swindon, Wilts SN5 9EF (UK)
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

CHASER/FURY/P4
Chaser- blue/navy, pull out
Fury - blue, green, yellow, red
P4 - unjumped
Sale includes 2 Air Care jumpsuits. All of this
gear has been cared for!
VGC £600
Alti 2 - as new £80
Tel: Alan 0427 611521 After 6.30 pm
CHASER/WILDFIRE/PHANTOM22
Black Chaser, Wildfire, Phantom 22 (acid
tested OK). 650jumps. Good condition
£550
BT 40 - Pink500jumps
£175 ono
Call Bob Thompson 0536 523187 daytime
CLOUD/JETSTREAM/TALISMAN
Lightweight Cloud, Jetstream container, Tal-
isman reserve used once. New top flap and
plates in closure flaps. New steering lines
and toggles. Allgood condition. Ideal firstkit
£250 ono
Air Care jump suit for smallperson
£25

Skydive video thrown in.
Tel: Bill Marsland 061 3364617
RAYDER SINGLE SEATER
Powered parachute Rayder single seater. 40
hours. Mint condition
£2,500
Tel: Tony 0332 756867
REFLEX 125
Reflex 125 canopy, max 100jumps, bright
yellow in colour, zero porosity material not for
faint hearted, weight range max 140 pounds.
£400 ono

Tel: Dave Ballard or Les Carrol
on 0980 668277
TEARDROP/BTSO/MICRO RAVEN
Teardrop 2 pin in black with green pinstripes
pull out. BT50 purple - complete Optima re-
line recently. Micro Raven in white. Allin
excellent condition and ready to jump.
£900
Tel: Steve Scott 0494 786083
CHASER/MAVERICK/PHANTOM 26
1991 Red Chaserapprox 20 jumps, blue
Maverick converted from reserve to main. Ap-
prox 20 jumps and Phantom 26 resen/e. All
in excellent condition. RSL attached and
throwaway deployment.
only £600
Tel: Allan Hewitt
BPA Advanced Rigger 0252 27412
WARP3/MERLIN7/PIONEER23
Complete kit for sale.
Warp 3 Container- good condition, Merlin 7
cell throwaway, Pioneer 23‘reserve; Match-
ingjump suit (suit5‘11*male), kit bag,
packing mat, Protec helmet, Altimaster Il
Summer and Winter gloves, Aircrew knife, 2
pairs of goggles.

£350 ono the lot
Tel: Pete 081 248 9087

Adrenalin Adventures
Air Care/Frap Hats
Airmasters Z-Hills (AFF)
Airtec

Black Knights PC (fun weekends) 11
Dodington’s (Altimaster service) 39
Dodington’s (Altimaster sale)

Flagler Aviation
Freeflight Z-Hills
Hanson Safety

Icarius (Custom Skydiving, France) 10

MfIMgFisHriri-H THIl | | mMI |
Flexon, black, with Sabre 135, and Micro Ra-
ven. Must selll Two dytters, blue leather frap
hat, ZP Retractable pilotchute, altimeter, tube
stoes and all kinds of misc para equipment.
Make reasonable offers, need quid

Tel: Keith 0480 811487

COMPLETE VECTOR SYSTEM

Ideal fornewcomer or heavierjumper. Black
Vector, rainbow Glide Path. Raider- square
reserve (unused). Own kit from new. Allin ex-
cellent condition.
Testjump at Netheravon
£850 ono
Tel: Bob 0373 826401
SQUARE RESERVE
Laser 7 unused - 7 cell reserve suitlarger
size container. As new. Any inspection
offers around £400
Tel: Bob 0373 826401
TEARDROP/CLIPPER/SWIFT
Complete system for sale:
2 Pin Teardrop (throwaway) - black, green,
blue, pink.
Clipper (194 sq ft) - blue, pink, white. 100
jumps from new.
Swift Square reserve - never used.
£1000 ono
Tel: Dave 081 868 7526
TRACER & PAPILLON
TRACER container system complete, silver
grey, excellentstatus
£100
PAPILLON (USA 1974) as new, 50 jumps.
Black, white, yellow. Complete in 3 pin pack.
£150 ono
Tel: Jack Wood 0602 283190
FOR THE DEDIATED ROUND JUMPER
For the dedicatied roundjumper or club kit.
Aeroconical, R/W/B, F/Frig, pack and har-
ness custom built as one unit.
Very best materials used throughout, 1
pin/Staged/Hotdog.
Supreme condition jumped twice only.
Don't miss this super round kit.
£275 ono
Tel: Chris 0691 654256
BT 40 FOR SALE
BT 40 for sale. Good condition. Less than
180jumps
£350
Tel: Dave Cowell 0277 233 659 (eves)
TEAR DROP/FALCON/RAVEN
2 Pin Tear Drop - black and red
Falcon 175-black, coboltblue, 70jumps
Micro Raven - powder blue, unused
£1250 ono
Tel: Alan 0562 740533
COE D 190
For Sale - Coe'd 190, hot pink, yellow, tur-
quoise, 400jumps, good condition.
£250 ono
Tel: 0792 655196

;  ADVERTISERS INDEX

XEROX/FURY/SWIFT

Kit for sale - Xerox in black with Fury main
(25jumps only) and Swift reserve (never
used).

Complete kitas new

£900

Tel: Tony 0204 62672 (evenings)
0831 188204 (daytime)

INVADER/PREDATOR/MICRON

Complete system: Invader - black, grey and
pink. Predator 170- purple, pink and grey.
Micron 175-7 cellreserve, used once.
200jumps. Good condition.
£700
Also Altimaster Il and jumpsuit for sale.
Tel: Tom Mayne 081 316 4954

HIGH ADVENTURE
High Adventure Specialist tuition in skysport.
Why come down when you can go up?!
Todays Paragliders have a sink rate of less
than 200ft per min a max speed of 35 mph
and a glide angle of 10:1. The world record
cross country flightis 255km!!
For further information on Paragliding, Hang
Gliding, and other Adventure Holidays

Tel: High Adventure on 0983 752322

Open all year round

MAVERICK MAIN + VIDEO SYSTEM

Maverick main canopy - sky blue, 35jumps
£220
Also complete video system:
Ferguson VHS-C camera and recorder sys-
tem and accessories with helmet mountand
camera suit. Allin good working order.
Ready tojump. Ideal forbeginners
£270

Tel: 051 924 2324 after 6pm

WEIGHT VESTS

Handmade to order. Lead around neck or
waiste. Comfortable. Idealifyou need to
wear lots of weight. Patterned or plain material.
£45 + p&p
Tel Eleanor 0689 831359
CRUISLITE MAIN CANOPY
Cruislite main canopy - 7 cell, 220 sq ft,
310jumps.
£200

Tel: Steve 0235 559728 or see Jackie at
Netheravon DZ shop.

TEARDROP/COE D 190/SWIFT

Complete system, ready tojump. 2 pin Tear-
drop - black. COE'D 190- pink with black
cell walls. Swiftreserve - never used.
75jumps, allin very good condition
£1000

Tracer container - red and blue £75
Preserve IV resen/e £50

Tel: 0883 723624 after 6pm

Full system for sale - Teardrop container.
Fury main - 3 green, centre white, 3 yellow
cells. Swift5 cellreserve -grey. CRW mods
on main, throwaway sited in Spandex pocket
ie Hakisack in pull-out pad position). Original
pull-outpad and drogue included.
£1000 ono
Tel: 061 442 9835
INVADER/PREDATOR/MICRON
Complete system. Invader - black, grey and
pink. Predator 170 - purple, pink and grey.
Micron 175-7 cell reserve used once.
200jumps, good condition
£700
Also Altimaster 2 andjumpsuit for sale
Tel: 081 316 4954
ZEROX/MAVERICK/PHANTOM 24
Forsale: complete rig in excellent condition,
has under 100jumps and has been very well
looked after
Container - Zerox (navy and sky blue) Main -
Maverick (blues and silver)
Reserve Phantom 24 - never use
£750

Tel: Frances 0223 204221 (days)
0223 441932 (eves)

ZEROX/COE-D 210/SWIFT

Black and gold Zerox container.
Coe-d 210 - white main, less than 100jumps.
Virginal Swift resen/e. Allin excellent condi-
tion, MOT'd ready tojump.
For quick sale £850
Tel: Dick Barton 0249 651909

TALON/FIRELITE/SWIFT

Talon container - small harness (50 jumps),
SA Swiftreserve - (unused), Glidepath Fire-
lite main - (350jumps).
Any reasonable offer
Tel: 0243 607042 (evenings)

RACER ELITE/PD 135/PHANTOM 22

Navy blue Elite with rainbow PD135 and un-
used tested Phantom 22. Allin good condition
£750
Tel: 0354 740810 or 0374 479998

Classified adverts cost £5 for 40
words plus 10p per word thereaf-
ter. Adverts can be placed by fax
or sent by post but payment must
be received before going to press.
Cheques should be made payable
to: Airscape and forwarded to:

AIRSCAPE,
MEDIA SUITE,
3 TYERS GATE,
LONDON
SE1 3HX,
FAX: 071 378 1208
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PERFORMANCE DESIGNS-
THE STILETTO

I had the opportunity, (courtesy of Andy
Peckett of Sward Sky Gear) to jump a
Stiletto, Performance Designs’ newZP
canopy at Vichy this year. | put in five
jumps on a 135 Sq ft Stilletto (I weigh
13 /2 stone), and did two on the new
BT 135 series pro which gave me an
opportunity to compare two of the hot-
test new canopies available. | should
say that | have been impressed with
the responsible way both Parachutes
de France and Performance Designs
have promoted their high performance
canopies targeting their promotion at
the experienced jumper.

Early zero porosity canopies had aten-
dency to open hard, but | was glad to
find that both the Stilletto and the BT
Pro had slow predictable openings - a
definite bonus if you make your living
from skydiving as it puts less stress on
your body as well as the kit. The open-
ings remained gentle even with a
standard no-frills pro pack - in fact |
resorted to spreading the nose to
speed up the openings. Packing is
therefore a simple and quick affair- as
long as you have the knack of getting
the air out of the ZP fabric to get it in
the bag.

I call my method of 'road testing’ cano-
pies ‘fazing’ - basically | put them
through some extreme handling using
back risers, front risers and toggles, to
see if | can to make the canopy fail (I
do this at a decent altitude in case |
succeed).

| found the Stilletto was totally safe
under all conditions (in fact | failed to
faze either canopy). On my first jump,
after a comfortable opening, | reached
for the toggles, loosened my chest strap,
pulled the slider down behind my neck
and taped it up. As | cruised along in a
straight line the first thing that struck
me was the absence of noise. No flap-
ping stabilisers or slider flapping mate-
rial equals drag, just a quiet whistling
noise; it was like being jet powered.

The Stilletto is a nine cell canopy with
an elliptical design. It has a rolled over
nose with the end cells facing down

Opposite - Stuart Meacock puts
the Stiletto to the test.

SPort
Parachutist

rather than forward which gives it a
better aerofoil shape. Once inflated it is
very rigid and it feels and flies like a
solid wing. Light pressure on the tog-
gles produces an immediate response;
using the front risers, results in a satis-
fying and continuous increase in speed
and descent rate. In toggle turns the
canopy dives fast; | had heard that
there is video footage of a stilletto be-
ing barrel rolled, | don’t know exactly
how it was done but | had a go. Using
either a toggle hook or hard front riser
| put the canopy into a dive, building up
as much speed as possible before
quickly snapping onto half brakes to
switch to level flight retaining as much
forward speed as possible. Then most
aggressively - 1would bury one toggle
and raise the other - | know it was not
a perfect barrel roll but | found myself
looking down onto the canopy as my
body rotated over it, with the positive G
throughout the manouver making it feel
absolutely secure.

The front riser technique is a good one
to use for picking up speed for landing
without putting yourself at risk. Accu-
rate fast landings have to be carried out
with great precision. On my first land-
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ing from a straight glide - at the fastest
speed | have yet experienced - | gave
it half an inch too much toggle and went
up 10 feet. This canopy is like an air-
craft - you make your final approach,
round out, hold off and then lower it
onto the ground.

I am jumping the Stilletto with a One-
Pin Teardrop and consider that this
combination must rank as one of the
best available. Wearing this kit, plus
my ‘Fridge’ (supplied by George ‘the
Word’ Pilkington) and a Symbi bootie
suit, | felt so cool and groovy | was
growing icicles. From the moment the
Stilletto opened on my first jump | had
felt at ease with it and Iwould go far as
to say its the finest flying machine (cos
it's certainly not a parachute) | have
ever jumped.

If you need any further advice, or are
wondering whetheryou are ready fora
high performance canopy you can
speak to Dave on 0733 266 076.

Details: Parachute was supplied by
Sward Sky Gear. 0793 772 323.
Container, One-Pin Teardrop from
Thomas Sports Equipment. 0262 678
299.

SAFETY NOTICE
NOVA MAIN CANOPY GROUNDING

Glide Path Bulletin: January 13, 1994

Product Affected: ALL NOVA MAIN
CANOPIES

Statement: Effective immediately, we are
advising all Nova main canopy owners not
to jump their Nova canopies.

We fully tested the Nova canopy before
placing it on the market, and it performed
safely during all of our testing. We are
now aware that a few jumpers have suf-
fered injuries or death while using the
Nova. The reports that we have received are
conflicting and we are unable to determine
if the unexplained collapse of the Nova is
due to gusty winds and ground turbulence
or jumper error. Until we can discover
what causes the problem (if a problem
with the canopy exists), we are asking all
skydivers to spread the word to all Nova
owners to immediately refrain from jump-
ing their Nova again.

We are a small corporation with limited
finances, and we cannot unconditionally
recall and replace all Nova canopies. We
also are aware that a number of Nova
owners are completely satisfied with the
Nova and would not wish to change it for
a different product. We still advise these
individuals nottojump their Nova canopies.

Action to be taken: It is our desire to offer
some compensation to those Nova owners
who wish to return this product. Accord-
ingly, those who are interested in a re-
placement are advised that Glide Path has
designed a new line of zero-porosity cano-
pies, using an airfoil which exhibits high
performance while retaining the solid sta-
bility of other Glide Path products. We are
making the following offer to all Nova
owners:

* Return your Nova to Glide Path and
receive a 60% discount on our new zero
porosity canopy. This offer is valid
through April 30, 1994.

Please accept our aplogies for any incon-
venience this may cause you. We know
that a grounded skydiver is not a happy
skydiver, but we are doing everything in
our power to get you safely back in the air.

* Foreign customers, please call for spe-
cial instructions.

Glide Path International, 2348 John Glenn
Drive, Chamblee, Georgia 30341, USA
Tel: 0101 404-458-1516 Fax: 0101 404-
455-9060

Jma tnm b p§s
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TIME FOR A NEW ELECTORAL SYSTEM

have taken the time to look back
over the past 17 years, to look at
who was a member of Council,

and a fair division of other tasks. If we
are to encourage consistency, | propose
that we look at the possibility of inviting

and when. In this period the numbers members to serve for two orthree years,

on Council have varied between 12
and 18, as dictated by the decisions
of the membership, and there have
been 97 different people on the
Council. In the early part of the
period | investigated, the Council
members served an average of
about four years, with a few notable
long-timers serving the majority of
the time. In particular, Lofty Thomas
has only missed | of the last 17years
(and that was due to a postal
problem!!).

in recent years, this average has
dropped to less than two years, and in
1993, seven of the fifteen members
were in their first year, five in their
second, and only one had more than
four years service. The nominations for
1994 show an even greater decline, with
only twelve persons feeling that they
were able to offer their services as
potential Council Members, and yet
again there will be no vote. Of these
eight are “old hands” from last year, and
four are new faces.

New Council members
have fallen for the
“reinvention ofthe wheel
syndrome”, and some of
the decisions of Council
may have suffered as a
result.

Overall, this demonstrates a
marked lack of continuity for the
Council, and has meant that many
members have had to feel their way
through their first year and may often
have fallen for the “reinvention of the
wheel syndrome”, and some of the
decisions of Council may have suffered
as a result. There is a case to be made
for encouraging members of the
parachuting community to commit more
than a single year to the Council, to
promote continuity and knowledge. This
is vital to such a body, with whom are
invested wide powers, the control of
significant finances, and the
employment of eight people.

It is appreciated that over the past
few years, the AGM has been
encouraged to amend the numbers of
Council members on several occasions,
and we have eventually settled down at
15, which allows for adequate
membership of the sub-committees,

Feb/Mar 1994

with a proportion of the council changing
each year, (3 years - one third each
year, 2 years - 8 or 7 each year) which
would allow for a core of members with
experience to maintain the momentum
of the Association.

The new system could come into
force on the election of the Council for
1995, when the first 5 or 8 candidates
“past the post” would serve for the
following 3 or 2 years, the next 5 or 7 for
2 or 1years and if the one third option
were taken, the final 5 would be eligible
for re-election after I year, in competition
with other persons wishing to sen/e on
Council. Therefore, for the first election,
even if only 15 (or less) candidates
came forward, a vote would still be
required. Longevity of tenure would not
prevent the holding of any position inthe
Association, ie the Chairman of the
Association or Subcommittees could be
from any of the groups (1, 2 or 3 years
service), notwithstanding their
requirement for re-election after the
relevant period. The positions would still
be decided annually by the incoming
Council at the AGM.

Obviously, any member of Council
may decide that they do not wish to
stand for re-election at any occasion,
and their place will come up for election,
along with the number already eligible.
Subsequent elections after the first one
in 1995 will only offer the requisite
number of places for re-election (subject
to any other resignations).

| proposed this to Council at the
December meeting and although |
offered to submit this suggestion as a
motion of special business at the AGM,
and allow the membership to make an
informed decision on this fundamental
change to the
Association’s
Constitution, they felt
that it needed a wider
discussion, so | was
asked to write to you
with a view to having
the points raised
through the magazine
for feedback.

I am fully aware
that the membership
has displayed an
apathetic attitude to
Council - they will all
carp and complain,
but-are not willing to

stand and find out for themselves just
how much hard work is involved in
running the Association for their benefit.
Of our current “Core” membership of
approximately 4000, we could only find
12 (0.3%) willing to even try for Council,
and | feel that membership of the
controlling body should be strongly
encouraged. In the next few years, |
foresee fundamental changes to the
way we do our business, and | for one
want to be in at the sharp end!!

It is absolutely vital for
the success, future and
even survival of our
Association, that we have
a strong Council

| also took the trouble to look back
at correspondence in the magazine on
this subject, and two letters stood out -
Steve Eversfield in February 1987
discussing the problems of core
membership and retention, and its effect
on democracy, and in February 1989
someone who decided to remain
anonymous behind his License number
D7308, who raised some very relevant
points, which | have taken into account
in writing the above letter.

It is absolutely vital for the success,
future and even survival of our
Association, that we have a strong
Council, effective sub-committees and
committed central permanent staff. You,
the members, must stand up to be
counted, and make your views known.
Please pass all feedback to me at the
BPA Office, and | will collate the results
and present them either as an article in
the magazine or at the AGM.

GET OFF YOUR A**S NOW - AND
WRITE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF YOUR
ASSOCIATION, AND GET NOMINATED
FOR 1995!!

Phil Gibbs

We have a Cessna 182

which can carry 4 parachutists

for hire. The rates are £125

+ VAT per tacho hour with pilot

(we have a contact who is experienced in this work that
we could put you in touch with) or £95 + VAT per tacho
hour dry (with pilot).

Also Aerial Advertising from as little as £250 per hour.
(Banner construction £50 extra). We operate throughout
the UK 7 days a week. Positioning charge where applicable.

For details on Aerial Photography and surveys please contact:

Sky Ads, Netherthorpe Airfield, Thorpe Salvin, Worksop
Tel: 0909 482981, Fax: 0909 475233

SPort
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THE REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN BRITISH PARACHUTE
ASSOCIATION TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON SATURDAY 22ND JANUARY 1994

adies and gentlemen, may |
begin by welcoming you all to

L this, the 27th Annual General

Meeting of the British Parachute
Association. In  preparing  the
Chairman’s Annual Report, I found
my mind wandering back to late 1992
when we were to hear with great
disappointment, that both the
Chairman and Vice Chairman were
no longer to serve as Council
members. This was to bring about a
situation where a major re-shuffle of
the Council was necessary and led,
much to my surprise, to my
appointment as the new Chairman of
thisfine organisation.

Apost that | have never sought, nor
one to which I could ever devote the
necessary time. Nevertheless, there we
were, and having considered both the
able support available in the form of
the old Council Stalwart, Lofty
Thomas as Vice Chairman, and what
appeared to be a well motivated and
enthusiastic task force around us, we
took it on. Now, a year later, | consider
my initial appraisal to have been most
accurate and | thus wish to thank every
member of the 1993 Council for their
loyalty, dedication and productivity
throughout the year and | would hope
that you would all wish to do the same.

Whilst knowing the dangers of
highlighting individuals, 1 do feel that
today, | would be wrong not to bring
to your attention the sterling work car-
ried out by Chris Lyall. Chris and his
Development Committee have been a
very busy and exceedingly productive
team; we are indeed indebted to them.
I also extend my sincere thanks to John
Home and his Competitions Commit-
tee. Boy, what a year they had! | can
assure you that each and every one of
them gave 100% to the task. They
were at times, forced to take some hard
decisions and with them a great deal of
flak. Naturally you will all have your
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views. You also know that we can
never please everyone. Yet they stood
tall and | congratulate them on their
ability to assess the big picture, on
their overall judgement, and on their
courage in seeing it through. | am
grateful to John Hitchen in his capacity
as Chairman of the Safety and Train-
ing Committee, and to all the CCls that
have supported him, for there can be
little doubt that this year has been par-
ticularly difficult, and at times an un-
pleasant one.

There has also been a great deal of
work completed within the other, not
so obvious, sub-committees; where
Judges, Riggers and Pilots have all
been very busy on our behalf. | thank
them too. All that said, and knowing
the tremendous effort that has been put
in by the 1993 Council, | remain very
much aware of the many areas where
disharmony exists. Whilst I much re-
gret the continuity loss caused by the
departure of Allison Cronnelly, Lizzy
Harris, Terry Carroll, John Horne,
Andy Fair, Bob Scoular and Kevin
McCarthy, | remain confident that the
new members will be ready to take up
the challenge. To them all, my sincere
thanks and best wishes for your future
endeavour.

Congratulations are very much
due to our National Champions, who,
as aresult of their dedication, determi-
nation and skill, have reached the peak
of their disciplines in this country and
do so much to promote our sport.

1993 also saw the retirement of
Dave Hickling as our EPU (European)
Representative. This was indeed a
great pity, as Dave has served us well
in this area and is much respected on
the European scene. | extend our sin-
cere thanks to Dave for his efforts on
our behalfover the years and | am most
grateful to John Lines who has now
taken on the mantle of Secretary
General of the EPU. | would remind

you too, of the continued work carried
out by our CAA Representative, Tony
Knight for although all seems quiet
there, rest assured there is always
much to be done to protect the interests
of our association, and to maintain a
good working relationship.

As you will all know, 1993 was the
‘on-year’ for the World Parachuting
Championships of Formation Skydi-
ving. The event took place in Arizona
and saw some 29 teams entered in the
4-way and 8-way events. Our own
teams did a grand job and represented
the country well. Airtime achieved
joint 12th position in 4-way and Mind-
games checked out 9th in the 8-way
event. | am sure that you would wish
me to extend our congratulations to the
teams on a splendid effort and to all
those involved in making the trip the
success it was.

With the ever increasing worries of
membership and insurance costs, and
the endless requests for contributions
to other organisational bodies, the
Council always has a cautious eye on
funds. Income is hopefully the most
interesting for you to ponder: In 1993
we saw renewals drop by 16 to 3,586
and associate members drop by 1 to
63. On the good side, new full mem-
bers increased by 30 to 271, conver-
sions increased by 26 to 750 and tem-
porary members increased by 160 to
592. The increases are good news in-
deed, but the P6 Student memberships
figures are down by another 8,573,
these show a continual drop over the
last five years.

1989 - 30,561
1990 - 27,055
1991 22,264
1992 - 28,813
1993 - 20,240

Such figures are cause for concern.
However, this is the very area that
includes the charity ‘one jump’ stu-
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dents, a boom period that allowed ex-
pansion, but was always destined to
slow down. Was this not inevitable?
We cannot sit back licking our wounds
on this. | suspect those numbers will
continue to fall, and we must therefore
look again. It is to our equipment, fa-
cilities and training methods we must
look. These are all factors that will
help to keep people in the sport (con-
versions and new members) and it is
here that | would like to see the new
Council look. Hopefully, I may have
also sown the seeds of thought in our
DZ Operators. They too must look
inward at what they have on offer.
Word on the street says that Pete
Allum has completed 7,000jumps and
recently clocked up 100 hours in free-
fall. If this is so Pete, we extend our
hearty congratulations. Well done, you
may have a British record!

| was very disappointed to have
seen so many of the current Council
members leave. Indeed, | had hoped
for lots of Council nominations in
order to force a vote. That vote is the
real indication to Council as to
whether they are getting it right, or
indeed, if it’s time to go! Again only
12 nominations, and a Council by de-
fault. There are many with plenty to
say, but where are they now? Is it the
hard work? The time and dedication
needed? Perhaps it’s just easier to be
on the outside casting stones Whatever
it may be, | call on you members to
come forward next year. Let’s have
some nominations. Come on, force a
vote, get rid of what you consider
dead-wood from the Council, and lets
have some positive, (not the usual
proxy and verbal) directive.

During 1993 we saw 31 new
Potential Instructions qualified, and 22
new Approved Instructor Ratings is-
sued. We have two more Advanced
Instructors and there were eight Tan-
dem, eleven AFF and five Examiner
ratings issued. Congratulations to you
all.

This does perhaps bring us to an
appropriate point in the proceedings to
consider those members who lost their
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lives skydiving during 1993. Tip Tip-
ping - 5th February, Andy Woodman-
say - 26th March, Pete Young -29th
March, Andy Dickson - 26th June, Geoff
Stringer - 27th June, John Farr - 1st
August, John Tow ler- 1st August, Chris
Claridge - 14th August and Christopher
Meacock - 28th December.

I now ask you all to stand and
observe two minutes silence as a mark
of respect.

On a happier note, the saving of an
Italian Skydivers life. A dramatic mid-
air rescue, executed so precisely by
Andy Peckett. Well done Andy. The
price of a life is beyond measure as too
is the positive PR gained by such ac-
tions. You are indeed a credit and
example to skydivers everywhere, and
in recognition of your actions | would
ask you to receive this goblet.

| must now take the opportunity to

thank the drop zone operators
without whom we would all be
lost, and in particular those who
hosted our competitions. We are
aware of the hassle involved and
that you are, at times, taken for
granted. Well, we are grateful.

Thanks to Dave Johnston
for his efforts in hosting one ver-
sion of the Nationals and to
Wayne Loxton at Weston for the
other. The difficulties that fol-
lowed Weston’s successful bid
to host the Nationals (FS) were
not modest and much negotia-
tion was necessary at every
level. Despite it all, the meet
went exceptionally well and
everyone had a good time. Con-
gratulations Wayne, you and the
boys did a grand job.

4-way Sequential
4-Wav Rotations
8-Way Speed

Ladies Accuracy Champion
Ladies Style Champion
Ladies Overall Champion
Men’s Accuracy Champion
Men’s Style Champion
Men’s Overall Champion
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As | conclude, and before I risk the
danger of forgetting someone, for
which | apologise now, | cannot over-
look the staff. They are an excellent
team, they do a wonderful job and we
should be proud ofthem. May I extend
my thanks and the thanks of our mem-
bers for the work put into the Associ-
ation last year and for the many de-
mands that will be coming your way
in the months that lie ahead. | now cast
my mind forward into 1994, and whilst
we pondr the continued unpre-
dictability of our insurance premium
and challenge the unrelenting efforts
of some organisations and local auth-
orities to curtail skydiving, I look to
you to support your Council. To help
the STC improve our standards of
safety and training. In the meantime,
enjoy the week-end and please, have a
great year.

National Canopy Formation Champions
EVENT WINNER

No Limits

Royal Marines

Royal Marines

National Formation Skydiving Champions

4-way Sequential Red Devils
8-wav Sequential Mindgames
8-way Speed RAFSPA

Classics Events of Freefall Style and Accuracy

Landings
EVENT WINNER

Debbie Curtis

Les Carroll

Douqv Younq
Les Carroll

WINNERS - BPA LOTTERY 1994

Tony Jones, 16 Alexandra Road, Houndslow, Middlesex, TW3 4HN
M Chappell, 1 Audcet Court, 37 Harrier Road, London, NW9 5BZ

£500 T James, 21 Sandbarn Close, Solihull, West Midlands, B90 4TQ
£250 A Baglow, 21 Pant-Gwyn Close, Henllys, Cwnbran, Gwent
£100 D Muir 9 Gentlecroft, Braco, Perthshire , FK15 9PN

£50 N Johnson, 60 Northfield Way, Retford, Notts

£40 C Britton, 88 East Hill, South Darenth, Kent, DA4 9AW

£30 V Clapham, 5 Edmonton Place, Leeds, LS7 4LP

£20

£10

£500

Special draw for the seller of a complete book of tickets

Katherine Andrewes

Katherine Andrewes



BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION

AFFILIATED AND ASSOCIATED CLUBS AND CENTRES

Black Knights Parachute Centre
Open Weekends and Bank Holidays 08:00 to 20:00 hours.
Cessna 185 (in-flight door), 1 st Jump S/L courses. Radios
and Aeroconicals. S/L and F/F progression to Cat 10, WARP,
RW and CRW instruction. Tandems, Air-to-air video. Accuracy
pit, new lecture room. Canteen, showers, washing & toilet
facilities, camping on DZ.

Contact: Bob Parry

Patty’s Farm

Hililam Lane

Cockerham, Nr Lancaster

Tel: Weekend 0524 791820

Tel: Midweek 051 924 5560

Blue Skies Parachute Centre
Contact: George McGuiness
Bishops Court Airfield

Bishops Court

Co Down

N Ireland

Tel: 02665 40757

Border Parachute Centre

Open Friday afternoon and weekends all year and by
arrangement during the week in summer. Progression,
coaching and competition weeks in May and September. SL
Round, RAPS, Tandem and AFF courses, WARP, CRW, Style
and Accuracy coaching. Artificial pit, electronic pad, video,
team rates, canteen, Cherokee 6 and Riems Rocket. Bar,
restaurant, accommodation nearby and great beaches for
barbecues.

Border Parachute Centre

Embleton

Northumberland NE66 3XF

Tel: Embleton 0665 76588

British Parachute School

Open everyday 9am to 8pm. S/L round and square, Tandem
and AFF. Two aircraft - Islander & Cessna 206. We have
everything!  Unrestricted  altitude. Canteen, camping,
bunkhouse.

British Parachute School

The Control Tower

Langar Airfield

Langar

Nottingham

Tel/Fax: 0949 60878

British Skysports, Bridlington

Open seven days a week. S/L Square, Tandem & AFF.
Rounds available for visiting jumpers. WARP, CRW &
accuracy coaching, accuracy pit and electronic read out.
Student conversion from S/L round to square courses. Cessha
206, video, canteen, shower and toilets. Inexpensive local
accommodation. Visitors very welcome, friendly atmosphere.
Aircare full rigging facility - with advanced rigger.

Contact: Dave or Nick Johnston
East Leys Farm

Grindale

Bridlington

East Yorkshire Y016 4YB

Tel: 0262 677367 / 0836 276188

Cornwall Parachute Centre

A different kind of Skydiving Centre! Cleanest and friendliest
centre around. Emphasis on having fun and learning. C182
with Inflight Door, Unrestricted Altitude, Static Line Squares,
RW Instruction under the Kinesthesia Program, Creepers,
Video facilities, all types of jumping including FS and
Freestyle. Good Jump Prices, Everyone Welcome, Local
Accommodation available.

Cornwall Parachute Centre

Frans Ranch

Old Naval Airfield

St Merryn

Cornwall

Tel: 0841 540691

Devon and Somerset
Parachute School

Part time club based at Dunkeswell Airfield. Running 1st Jump
Static Line Courses, Tandem, AFF Courses with very
experienced instructors who have been running AFF at
Dunkeswell for 5 years. Student Radio’s, Reserves with
AADs. Local Accommodation available, Meals available on
Airfield as well as a Bar.

Devon & Somerset Parachute School

19 Azalea Close

Highfield

Dunkeswell

Nr Honiton

Devon

Tel: 0404 891690

Eaglescott Parachute Centre

Open every weekend and also weekdays by arrangement.
Friendly small club atmosphere with emphasis on safety. All
students equipped with AADs, helmet radios and GQ
Aeroconicals. RW, CRW, Style and Accuracy pit. All levels
and disciplines catered for, student square or round courses,
Cessna 180 with in-flight door.Canteen on site, good range of
local beer, food, B&B. Tents and caravans on the DZ. If it is
windy, you can always go surfing!

DaveTylcoat

Eaglescott Parachute Centre
Eaglescott Airfield
Ashreigney

Chumleigh

Devon EX18 7PH

Tel: 0769 60726/0769 3552

Fife Parachute Centre

Open Wednesday to Sunday 9am to 7 pm (inclusive). Friendly
fun centre with emphasis on safety. Student radios and AAD’s
excellent student progression. Tandem, Rounds, WARP,
CRW, Accuracy. The only centre is Scotland to offer RAP’s
and AFF. Islander (in-flight door) always available,
unrestricted altitude. Canteen, dormitories, hot showers, toilets
on airfield, everyone welcome.

Fife Parachute Centre
Errol Airfield

Grange

Perthshire PH2 7TB
Tel: 0821 642673

Headcorn Parachute Centre

Open daily 9am to dusk. Two Islanders, accuracy pit and pad,
progression weeks, competitions, organsied jollies, Tandem
and AFF, Raps, Rounds and WARP instruction. Free
accommodation, cafeteria, parachute shop for all your
parachuting needs.

Headcorn Aerodrome
Headcorn

Kent TN27 9HX

Tel: 0622 890862

Fax: 0622 890641

Ipswich Parachute Centre

Open 8.30am until dark 6 days (closed Tuesdays). Pilatus
Porter and Islander available. Student RW and CRW
instruction by full time staff. Accuracy pit, excellent riging
facility. Food, accommodation, camping and bar on drop zone.

Ipswich Parachute Centre
Ipswich Airport

Nacton Road

Ipswich

Suffolk IP3 9QF

Tel: 0473 710044

Fax: 0473 271055

London Parachute School

Weekend club: beginners courses and progression training.
Farmland DZ. B&B available locally. Aeroconicals, radios,
boots and helmets loaned free. All welcome at small but
friendly club. Please telephone beforehand for weekend activity.

London Parachute School
PO Box 18

Goring on Thames

Reading RG8 9EW

Tel: Drop Zone 0249 651909
Tel: Weekends 0860 559112

Merlin Parachute Centre

Open weekends and Bank holidays 9am till dark. Static Line
Round parachuting courses every satuday, Tandem & AFF by
arrangement, CRW & Formation skydiving (coaching
available, accuracy pit, BN Islander with in-flight door, friendly
atmosphere, bring two passport photos for camp pass.
Canteen facilities, indoor packing, camping and B&B close to
airfield at local pub.

Merlin Parachute Centre
Alanbrook Bks

Topcliffe, Near Thirsk

North Yorkshire

Tel: Weekdays 0845 524713
Tel: Weekends 0748 875367

Midland Parachute Centre

Open every weekent 9am to 9pm. Static Line, Tandem and
WARP. Canteen open during jumping hours serving snacks,
drinks and lunches. Free bunk-house accommodation. Many
local B&B's, tents but no caravans.

Midland Parachute Centre

The Control Tower

Windrush Camp

Nr Burford

Oxfordshire, OX18 4TW

Tel: Weekends 0451 844422 or 844449
Tel/Fax: Weekdays 0543 683161

North West Parachute Centre

In fabulous lakeland scenery. RW, CRW, WARP, Kit Hire, BN
Islander, bunk house, showers etc. Camping on airfield,
visitors welcome open weekends and bank holidays mostly.
North West Parachute Centre

Cark Airfield

Flookburgh

Nr Grange-Over-Sands

Cumbria

Tel: Airfield 05395 58672/58555

Tel: Weekdays 0772 720848

Oxon & Northants Parachute Centre

Open every weeekend and midweek by arrangement during
B.S.T. friendly atmosphere, visitors welcome, good local pub.
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield situated 1 mile off A422 between
Banbury and Brackley. ‘First Jump' Static-line courses,
Tandem, Free-fall Progression, kit hire, student radios,
Cessnas 182 and 206 aircraft.

Contact: Mike Bolton, Chief Instructor
Oxon & Northants Parachute Centre
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield

Steane, Nr Brackley

Northants NN13 5NS

Tel: Office 0384 393373

Tel: Mobile 0850 762349

Paraclan Parachute Centre

Open all year round, weekends 0900-2100, mid week by
arrangement during BST. S/L Rounds, Tandem, WARP,
CRW, Formation, Style, Accuracy, Para Demos. Toilets,
canteen, parking, B/B and Pubs nearby. Aircraft Cessna 207,
BN Islander.

Contact: Ron Groat

Kinnell Airfield

Friockheim

Angus

Scotland DD11 4XX

Tel: 0241 828999

Peterborough Parachute Centre

Skyvan and Islander, AFF, WARP, Tandem. Bunkhouse
accommodation, free camping, showers, bar, food.
Unrestricted altitude. Twenty years experience.
Peterborough Parachute Centre

Sibson Airfield

Wansford

Peterborough PE8 6NE

Tel: 0832 280490

Fax: 0832 280409

Peterlee

Open 8.30am to 8.30 pm. Basic S/L courses, progression,
Raps, WARP, rigging, displays. On site conveniences.

The Airfield

Shotton Colliery
Pptpripp

Co Durham DH6 2ND
Tel: 091 5171234
Fax: 091 3865315

Scottish Parachute Club

Open 9am to 9pm weekends and public holidays. Over thirty
years of skydiving in Scotland. S/L Round and Tandem
courses, WARP, CRW, FS, Style and Accuracy coaching with
video. Two Cessha 206's, artificial pit and electronic pad,
cheap jump prices, shop, excellent student progression.
Canteen, TV room, B&B and camping in local town.
Scottish Parachute Club

Strathallan Airfield )

Nr Auchterarder, Perthshire

Perthshire PH3 1LA

Tel: Weekends 0764 662572

Tel: Midweek 0764 663430
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Sport Parachute Centre, The

Young progressive centre, operated by Skydivers for
Skydivers. Student and RW. Progression, AFF, Tandem,
RAPS, courses. Weekend and midweek evenings at present.
Aircraft - C182 with others on occasional call. New club
building, unrestricted altitude. Canteen and accommodation
available.

The Sport Parachute Centre
Tilstock Airfield

Whitchurch

Shropshire

Tel: 0948 841111

Stirling Parachute Centre

Open weekends and some midweek. S/L Round Tandem, RW
and CRW instruction, WARP instruction, lecture rooms,
packing facilities, indoor training and B&B nearby.

Stirling Parachute Centre
Thornhill

Nr Stirling

Scotland FK8 3QT

Tel: 0786 870788

Fax: 0786 870748

Target Skysports Parachute Club
Open Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday and any other
weekdays by arrangement. Static line Round, RAPS, WARP,
RW and CRW, Tandem and AFF, Radio Helmets, AAD's
student and experienced, kit hire. Aircraft -Twin Dornier (15
places), Cessna 206 in-flight door, Cherokee 6 and Piper
Lance. Competitive jump prices - everyone welcome,
unrestricted altitude. On airfield - bar, cafe, toilets and
showers. Accommodation - caravans and camping.

Target Skysports
Hibaldstow Airfield
Hibaldstow

Brigg

South Humberside

Tel: Anyday 0532 505600
Tel: Drop Zone 0652 648837
Fax: 0532 571071

Wild Geese Ireland

Open 7 days a week - 8am till dark. S/L round, S/L square
courses daily, tandems, training to Cat 10, CRW, display
team, kit hire, AAD’'s radios, large accuracy pit with
competition pad. Cessna 206, Pilatus Porter. Accommodation
for 36, camping welcome, how showers, full catering, games room.
Contact: Maggie Penny

Wild Geese Skydiving Centre

Movenis Airfield

116 Carrowreagh Road

Garvagh, Coleraine

Co Londonderry

N Ireland BT51 5LQ

Tel: Drop Zone 02665 58609

Fax: Drop Zone 02665 57050

West Wilts Parachute Club

Ex Badminton Parachute Club
Correspondence Address:
Contact: John Davis
24 Turners Lane
Crudwell

Malmesbury

Wilts SN16 9EN

Tel: 0666 577756

OTHER ORGANISATIONS ASSOCIATED TO THE BPA

British Collegiate Parachute Assoc
Affiliations now due for 1992/93

Anglia Polytechnic Manchester Metropolitan University

Bournemouth University Nottingham University

Central Lancashire University Oxford

East Anglia University Queens University Belfast

Glasgow University Salford University

Hallam University Sheffield Southampton University

Hull University South Bank University

Leeds University Union SPC St Andrews University

BCPA c10 Douglas McLelland

TR 519 Great Western Road

Glasgow G12 8HN Tel: 041 357 4453
Douglas McLelland Chairman 1993/4

The Free Fall Company

Peter Allum and Kevin McCarthy run the the AFF School, they
also offer FS coaching - one to one, 4-way, 8-way. Trips to
Gap (S France) can be organised. See Peterborough
Parachute Centre.

The Free Fall Company
Sibson Airfield,
Wansford
Peterborough PE8 6NE
Tel: 0832 280055

Fax: 0832 280409

East Coast Parachute Centre

Currently sharing facilities with the London Parachute School
at Lewknor Drop Zone.

8 Burns Cresent
Chelmsford

Essex CM2 OTS
Tel: 0245 268772

Flying Tigers Airsports

RAPS, AFF & TANDEM.

Kevin Mcllwee

Flying Tigers Airsports
6 St Hildas Court
Palmyra Road

St Helier

Jersey JE2 3YT

Tel/Fax: 0534 880140
Tel: Cellnet 0850 272141

Scottish Sport Parachute
Association

Dedicated to the promotion and development of parachuting in
Scotland. Services provided include equipment grants (Fan
Trainers, Parachutes, Aircraft, Accuracy Pits, etc), sponsorhip
of the Scottish National Championships and other
competitions, provision of the only student progression,
WARP, and CRW training subsidy system in the world; Rigger
and instructors training grants and much much more.

Kevin McPhillips (Secretary, SSPA)
1B Rosebery Crescent
Edinburgh EH12 5JP

Slipstream Adventures

Run by Chris Lynch (current National Formation Skydiving
Champion) as part of the Headcom Parachute Club. We are the
UK'’s longest running AFF school and have 14 rigs at our disposal.
We offer expert instruction from expert skydivers at all levels.

Slipstream Adventures
Headcorn Aerodrome
Headcorn

Kent TN27 9HX

Tel: 0622 890862

Fax: 0622 890641

Southern Skydivers

Complete range of skydiving training: AFF Tandem, RAPS,
Progression training.

Operating out of Poole Dorset, and jumping with the APA
facilities of one of the largest, safest and obstacle free drop
zones in the UK.

Contact: Bob Scoular
Tel: 0202 672408

David Morris Action Sports

Private AFF instruction with the use of Langar’s facilities and
aircraft. We can arrange AFF courses in Southern France.
Kaleidoscope - experts in skydiving promotions, exhibitions,
stunts and displays.

41 Ellindon

Bretton North

Peterborough

PE38RG

Tel: 081 392 9291

Answer phone: 081 878 0147 (eves)

Fax: 081 392 9322

POPS UK

Hon Treas/Sec John Crowhurst

32 Colston Road

East Sheen

London SW14 7PG

Tel: 081 392 9291

Answer phone: 081 878 0147 (eves)
Fax: 081 392 9322

Parachute Training Services

The complete RAPS package. PTS offers one jump
introductory course with the option of progression training
through to Cat 10. Operating at Netheravon in conjunction with
the APA.

Contact: Doug Peacock
11, Godwyn Close,
Larkhill, Abingdon,
Oxon 0X14 1BU

Tel: 0235 529570

OTHER AFFILIATED CLUBS/CENTRES

Army Parachute Assoc

The Commandant, JSPC

Airfield Camp, Netheravon, Salisbury
Wilts. SP4 9SF

Tel: Bulford Camp 0980 33371

Tel: ext Commandant 8252

Chief Instructor 8229

Staff 8277

The Red Devils

Queen’s Parade

Aldershot

Hants

Tel: 0252 24431 ext 4600/4699
Contact: Red Devils
Browning Barracks
Aldershot, Hants

RN & RM SPA
Dunkeswell Airfield
Dunkeswell

Honiton, Devon
Tel: 0404 891697/891716
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Northern Ireland Services
Free-fall Club

N.I.S.F.F.C.

Shackleton Barracks

BFPO 802

Tel: Civil 0504 49972

Tel: Military - Limavady 36472
Mobile: 0831 569 605

Silver Stars Parachute Team
Duke of Gloucester Barracks

South Cerney

Cirencester

Gloucester GL5 5RD

Tel: 0285 861344/0285 860551 X8259

Cyprus Combined Services
Parachute Club (CCSPC)
Contact: Club CCI

CJSATC Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58
Tel From the UK:

Office 010 357 47 44337

Drop Zone 010 357 47 44245

Joint Services Parachute Centre
Hong Kong

Borneo Lines
BFPO 1
Tel: 0-483 7221

RAPA JSPC(L)

Bielefelderstr

Normandy

Kaserne

4791 Sennelager

Tel: 010 495 254 822378

JSPC(L), STC, Sennelager BFPO 16

RAFSPA

Weston-on-the-Green
Nr Bicester

Oxon

Tel: 086 989 343
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UPDATE ON THE NOVA GROUNDING

The product bulletin below was released by
Glide Path International who are now
happy for users to continue flying the can-
opy. The grounding remains in force in the
UK until the Safety and Training committee
meet to discuss the matter including recent
developments in which GPI have gone into
liguidation and another company has been
set-up which appears to be a reincarnation
of the old.

Product Bulletin

Issue Date: February 2. 1994

Bulletin Number: 4

Products Affected: Nova Main Canopies
Statement:

On January 13, 1994 Glide Path Interna-
tional issued a statement advising jumpers
not to jump their NOVA canopies until we
could discover if there was a problem with
the canopy. Since then we have examined
in detail all available evidence surrounding
reports of accidents which occurred while
a jumper was using a NOVA. We are un-
able to determine a correlation between the
accidents and the design of the NOVA be-
cause, in every case, one or more of the
following conditions was present:

1) High winds, producing turbulent condi-
tions

2) Vigorous thermal activity, producing tur-
bulence

3) Operator error involving excessive con-
trol input close to the ground.

Glide Path has also received a barrage of
communications from around the world at-
testing to the superiority of the NOVA design
and performance, and vigorously defend-
ing the right to continue using the NOVA.
We believe that any perception of the
NOVA as a "dangerous canopy" has been
aggravated by overzealous media atten-
tion, reporting hearsay as fact, and simple
coincidence.

The initial evaluation of the NOVA con-
sisted of approximately 24,000 jumps by
two eight-way teams and two four-way
teams over a period of eighteen months.
The reports from this program were unani-
mous in the praise of the openings, flight,
and landing characteristics of the NOVA.

In pursuit of the desire to prevent parachut-
ing accidents in general, Glide Path re-
states (in part) the warning which appears
in similar form on our canopies and in our
owner’s manuals: "..THE USER AS-
SUMES ALL RISKS... Serious injury or
death can result from the use, attempted
use, or misuse of this canopy, regardless of
how it is maintained, packed, deployed or
operated..." Similar warnings appear on
most manufacturers’ parachuting products.
Caution must be exercised when flyingany
parachute canopies, particularly those
which are designed for ultra high perform-
ance. They should not be used in turbulent
conditions and violent maneuvers close to
the ground should be avoided. The neces-
sity for education in canopy control be-

MEM BERSHIP RENEWALS
1994/5

Dear Members

Please note that the processing and
receipt of certificates could take any-
thing up to ten days. Could you
please take this into account when
renewing over this busy period.

Renewal forms will only be accepted
when received through the post or via
the fax. Under NO circumstances will
renewals be taken over the tele-
phone.

We appreciate that membership is
important and thank you for your un-
derstanding of the above request.

5 Wharf Way
Glen Parva
Leicester LE2 9TF

comes more critical as the performance of
canopies increases. In consideration of the
facts stated above, and other information
received from a wide variety of sources, it
is overwhelmingly evident that the NOVA is
no more and no less dangerous than any
ultra high performance parachute canopy,
and Glide Path International feels com-
pelled to withdraw its advisory not to jump
the NOVA.

JUMP SUNNY CENTRAL FLORIDA... UMATILLA!
32 YEARS EXPERIENCE: RIGGER LOFT & DZ

TWIN OTTER
*TEAM RATES*

3 CESSNA 182’s
*COACHING*

*FORMATION SKYDIVING TRAINING*

PARAGATORS!

*VIDEO AVAILABLE*

SKVWORLD sorooL\

7 DAYS/WK

CAMPGROUND(w/pool) NEAR DZ

1ST CLASS FACILITIES

1HR. FROM

ORLANDO OR DAYTONA

480 SKYLINE DR
UMATILLA, FL 32784

(904) 669-9044/ fax 669-8867

PERSONALIZED
CHIEF INSTRUCTOR: WORLD CHAMPION

INSTRUCTION

RUSTY VEST

*AFF*

*STATIC LINE*

*TANDEM*

ALL CYPRES EQUIPPED / SQUARE RESERVES

"PACKAGE SPECIALS*

(904) 669-3339

*GROUP DISCOUNTS*

fax (904) 669-9166
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The Dream...
to expand the
possibilities of ram-air
flight ...to experience total
freedom in the air!

The Design...A double tapered, semi-
elliptical nine cell like no other. Computer
designed and laser cut to incredible
tolerances, providing top aerodynamic cleanliness
and efficiency.

The Reality... STIJLJETTO!
Its clean flight and sleek agility will capture you!
Slice through the air with the Stiletto, and experience
the exciting celebration of boundless tlight!

It's Ready, Let's fly it!

Available to experienced ram-air pilots only
Contact YOUl dealer for details.

BYFEJZFO/?AfAJVCTEZPESIG1VS/IVC.
1300 E. International Speedway Blvd., DeLand, Florida USA 32724 Phone: (904) 738-2224 Fax

: ($04) 734-8297



