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While o ther canopies are e ither high 
o r low  perfo rm ance, the  M ERIT is 
both.

From now  on, sm ooth  easy flig h t 
doesn’t  mean dull and life less.

From now  on, an exce llen t fla re  
doesn’t  require a hookturn.

From now on, non-B lue  T rack p ilo ts 
do not have to  su ffe r sluggish pe rfo r­
mance, bad fla res and high porosity.

From now on, non-B lue  T rack p ilo ts  
may also enjoy sw iftness, good per­
fo rm ance, exce llen t fla res  and zero 
porosity. But all w ith  ease, safety and 
com fort.

From now on, MERIT w ill sa tis fy  the 
desire  fo r  a S tate o f the  A rt, h igh- 
tech, laser cu t ram -air, w ich  is su i­
table fo l ALL categories o f skydivers. 
The MERIT means State o f the A rt fo r 
eve rybody!

PARACHUTES You don ’t  HAVE to  live in the past any longer!
DE FRANCE S A. C ontact your PDF d is tribu to r and jum ps a MERIT th is week end !
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Lofty's Loft • Pinfold Lane • Bridlington • North Humberside • YOL6 5XS 
Telephone: 0262 - 678299

THE NEW 1 PIN TEAR DROP

The ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’ is

m anufactured and ta ilo red  w ith 

precision to your specific 
requirem ents, w ith custom  colours 
and no extra charge.

Re-designed riser covers
N ot ju st cosm etic, they m ake for 

ease o f  use, p reventing the risers 
from  falling  o ff  your shoulders at 
any tim e.

The safest and most attractive narrow pop
top you can buy. It has one very special 

feature, only 1 P in is needed to close the 
reserve! This m akes packing the reserve as 
easy as any o ther single p in  reserve container.

Unique and revolutionary shaped harness: ensures unsurpassed com fort, extra padded leg pads fo r com fort 
in  both the aircraft and under canopy.

The new ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’ guarantees you the TSE expertise, advice and after sales service. You know you have
the best rig in the world with the ‘1 Pin Tear Drop’.

CALL NOW! ASK FOR CHRIS, GARY OR SALLY.
Manufactured to BS 5750: Part 2:1987 / ISO 9002-1987. TSE Standard 1: Issue 2 (as amended), approved by the Australian Civil Aviation Authority 

CAA under Civil Aviation Order CAO 103.18 - Equipment Standards - Emergency - Parachutes. This equipment qualifies for TSO-C23b under bilateral
airworthiness agreements between the US and Australia.
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5jf We have in stock a large selection of Canopies, 
Rigs and Accessories, including

BLUE TRACKS TEARDROPS
PINTAILS
SABRES
FURYS
PDs
CLIPPERS
COE-Ds
SWIFTS
RAVENS

ATOMS
RACERS
ZEROX
VECTORS
ALTIMETERS
HELMETS
JUMPSUITS
GEARBAGS

# Expert advise given without obligation

SPECIAL AFTER SALES SEB1IICE
You will remain on our Computer, and we will keep you updated on 
any Safety Notices or modifications pertaining to your Equipment 
for as long as you own it.

*  We're located on a Drop Zone., so you can try out our Demo rigs., 
or jump your new Kit straight away.

I Call or write for a Brochure and Stock List v i s a

Rob Colpus and Sarah Brearley at The Kit Store, The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent, TN27 9HX 
_  Tel - 0622 890 967, Fax-0622 891 236 t o s m?
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& EVENTS
FS NATIONALS

The 1992 British National Open Parachute 
Championships in Formation Skydiving will be 
held from the 1st to 9th of August at Peterbo­
rough Parachute Centre. A two week training 
camp will precede the competition. Booking-in 
Day is Friday 31st July.

The events will be 4-way sequential (senior - 
10 rounds, and intermediate - 8 rounds), Sen­
ior 8-way sequential (10 rounds)'and 8 Way 
speed star (4 rounds). Jump prices will be £13 
for the 4-way sequential and £15 for the 8-way. 
The speed star jump prices will depend upon 
altitude.

Participants must be Category 10, and hold an 
FAIC or D licence. At the time of going to press 
the aircraft will be a Shorts Skyvan.

RESERVE DEPLOYED TOO LATE
Nigel Edwards, 29, an AFF graduate with a 
total of 58 jumps died after failing to deploy his 
main parachute, and activating his reserve too 
late. The incident took place at Langar airfield 
where Mr Edwards had been taking part in a 
three way sequential jump. After a routine 
break off, Mr Edwards was observed to track 
off, but he then failed to deploy his main. The 
board of enquiry failed to find any problem with 
the kit which would have caused a malfunction 
and concluded that the loss of altitude aware­
ness was probably the cause of the late 
reserve deployment.

CANOPY COLLAPSE PROVES FATAL

A skydiver died after a partial collapse of his 
canopy resulted in a high speed landing. Dale 
Henderson of NWPC Cark died as a result of 
a badly broken rib penetrating his aorta.

The board of enquiry found no problem with 
either the canopy, or the way it was handled 
during the descent and concluded that the 
deflation was caused by turbulence and/or 
wind shear.

BASE JUMP GOES WRONG
BASE jumping, hit the front pages of the Na­
tional Press after the horrific result of the jump 
from the Hilton hotel which ended in the death 
of Darren Newton when his off heading open­
ing resulted in the canopy colliding with the 
front of the hotel and collapsing. Three people 
in all were reported to have jumped from a 
room in the Hotel.

OTTLEY APPOINTMENT
William Ottley, the retiring Executive Director 
of the United States Parachute Association 
has been appointed as the new full-time ex­
ecutive director of the National Aeronautic As­
sociation, a body which is the official Aero Club 
of the USA. It is the equivalent of the British

Royal Aero Club, acting as the umbrella or­
ganisation for all air sports. Bill Ottley who 
retires at the end of October this year is a highly 
experienced air sport enthusiast, he has been 
an active skydiverfor32 years, holds commer­
cial ratings as a pilot both plane and balloon, 
he also flies gliders. He holds two world rec­
ords, one in skydiving and a second in power 
flying.

Prior to his post with the USPA, Bill Ottley 
spent 11 years as the head of the Washington 
office of the National Pilots Association (NPA). 
The FAI awarded him the Paul Tissandier 
Diploma for his work at the NPA from 1967 to 
1978.

NEW FS VIDEO FROM THE USA
Skydive 100 is the title of a new instruction 
video for the novice skydiver. Collaborating on 
the project are top professional Coaches, Na­
tional and international Medal winners Rob 
Laidlaw, Tom Piras, Irv Callahan, Jack Jeffries 
and Craig Buxton. This team possesses a 
wealth of instructional experience.

The coaches believe that students learn fas­
test in one-on-one tuition and have based the 
syllabus on this format.

The programme is divided into six modules 
starting with; The Basic Flying Stance conti­
nuing through to The Swoop. Each module 
starts with aerodynamic theory, and continues

SY M BIO SIS SUITS

JU M PSU ITS, 
W ARM W EAR
FALL RATE EQUIPMENT 
PARA BAGS
by Rob Colpus & Sarah Brearley 
Fast Delivery 
Gu aranteed Workmanship.

SE N D  FOR BROCHURE E3 72
The Airfield, Headcorn. Kent TN27 9HX 
Tel: 0622 890967 Fax: 0622 891236

" |  AT THE TOP FOR TEN YEARS
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with ground preparation, the exit, freefall drills, 
safety information and post jump de-brief. BP 
productions inc believe that this video provides 
a natural progression from the AFF and static 
line instruction programmes.

TRAVELLING 3
Patrick Passe, the French film maker, is part 
way through Travelling III. It will probably con­
sist of five sections including even more radical 
Skysurfing with Patrick de Gayardon, Chute 
Assis (upside-down/sitting up flying), the Wind 
Tunnel and more. Patrick got married in May.

WORLD FREESTYLE CHAMPION­
SHIPS

United States Freestylists have set up an or­
ganisation, the World Freestyle Skydiving 
Federation (WFSF) with the aim of promoting 
the sport to the general public and skydiving 
community, standardise rules, to provide a 
central focus for organisation, and to stage 
official WFSF meets.

The main event for this year will be the 1992 
World Freestyle Championships to be held 
from November 6-8 in Arizona. TV coverage 
has been arranged; the event is being held in 
conjunction with the International Chili Society 
26th annual championship cook off. Unlikely 
ingredients for a TV programme; maybe par­
ticipants will be able to take advantage of a 
performance enhancing hot dish.

The competition will take place over three 
rounds. Each team will consist of a Freestylist, 
and a Camera Flyer. To enter, teams may 
record their first round jump performing a com­
pulsory routine, anywhere they choose and 
mail the (unedited) video with $50, to WFSF.

The final rounds will be held in Arizona. The 
teams will be judged over 50 seconds of work­
ing time on Control and Precision, Degree of 
difficulty, Creativity, and Communication. 
Entry is open to anyone holding a USPA C or 
D licence or equivalent.

1991 SKYDIVER OF THE YEAR...
Skydiving magazine (USA) has named Patrick 
de Gayardon the 1991 skydiver of the year, 
mainly as a result of his skysurfing exploits. 
Reebok the Sports footwear manufacturers 
used Patrick in a Global advertising campaign 
which, apart from helping Reebok sell shoes 
has brought the fun of skydiving to the attention 
of millions.

Patrick de Gayardon was one of the pioneers 
of this form of skydiving, developing the tech­
niques and equipment which made it safer, 
easier and more controllable. His talents can 
be seen in the video Travelling II (reviewed in 
Sport Parachutist August 1991). Patrick is an 
accomplished formation skydiver and is a 
member of the French 8-Way team.

...1992 SPORTSWOMAN OF THE 
YEAR

Nominations are being invited for the 1992 
Sunday Times Sportswoman of the Year 
Awards. This is the 5th year of the competition 
which is held in conjunction with the Central 
Council of Physical Recreation, Moet and 
Chandon, and British Airways Sport and En­
tertainment. There are six categories of award 
- Schoolgirl, Student,Sportswoman, Interna­
tional, Team and Administrator. The overall 
winner will receive £1000 worth of Travel do­
nated by BA Sport and Entertainment. Nomi­
nation forms can be obtained from The Sunday 
Times Sportswoman of the Year Awards, PO 
Box 480, London, E1 9DN. The organisers 
say it is quite in order to nominate yourself and 
entrants need not be modest! Closing date for 
the competition is September 18th 1992.

STOP PRESS
Kojkside Belgium: New World Large For­
mation Record: Europe snatched back the 
world large formation record on July 4th. Suc­
cess came on the 5th Jump, the first time it has 
taken so few attempts. The aircraft used were 
two Belgian C-130s.

Filming was by Bruno Brokken, Simon Ward, 
Max Dereta and Willy Boeykens. The British 
Jumpers involved includuded : W Smith, G 
Heywood, R Mills, D Thomas, J Keery, G 
Sanders, F Ryland, K Hardwick, G Pilkington, 
D Moran, K Redfern, S McRobbie, and F Mar­
tin. Full report and picutures in the next issue 
of SP.

Canopy Formation Nationals: The 1992 Na­
tional Open Parachuting Championships in 
Canopy Formation will take place at JSPC

EDITORIAL
Never before, in the field of SP competitions have so few entries been made after so 
much effort by so many. What more can we do,? The British Team Fund is an idea 
which will without doubt prove to be of great benefit to our representatives at 
international competitions. That the total so far is well into three figures is thanks to 
hard work by council members in squeezing out donations from people, many of 
whom have nothing to do with skydiving. When the idea was put to council, it was 
confidently expected that once we had a competition in the mag, the bulk of income 
would come from entrants eager to win the prizes and help their teams at the same 
time. How wrong we were.

The first competition had one entry. So it was back to the drawing board and out with 
the crayons. A little bit of colour was added just in case anyone had flipped past the 
page because it was not eye catching enough. The first prize, generously donated 
by Steve Hastings remained on offer, and just in case the questions were too hard, 
we provided answers too. What happened ? Nothing. For want of five minutes, a 
fiver and a stamp hardly anybody could be bothered to risk winning themselves the 
wherewithal to watch the Barcelona Olympics and the Italian adult movie channel, 
all while supporting our British teams. Well, we don't give in 
easily, please turn straight to pagel 3 and enter the competition 
before reading any further.

CORRECTION
We wish to correct an item that appeared in the April 1992 issue of this magazine on page 4 entitled 
“London Skydiving Centre Closes”. We acknowledge that no commercial pressure was put on the 
Club by the proprietor of Cranfield Airport which is in fact the Cranfield Institute of Technology.

We further acknowledge that the car manufacturer Nissan did not interfere in any way in the business 
relationship between the Club and the Cranfield Institute of Technology.

We accept that the statement that LSC had successfully fought a notice to quit in the Courts is wholly 
untrue and that no such Court action was ever raised and acknowledge as being wholly without 
foundation the implication in the item that LSC were unfairly or improperly treated by the Air Traffic 
Control at Cranfield with intent to bring LSC operations at Cranfield to an end.

We apologise whole heartedly and without reservation to the Cranfield Institute of Technology, the 
Air Traffic Control staff at Cranfield Airport and to Nissan European Technology Centre Limited for 
any loss, embarrassment or inconvenience suffered by them.

J
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CORRESPONDENCE
VIVE LA D’ LICENCE

D ear Ola,
Great article by Chris Jones on Vannes CPS in the 

April SP. I must clear up the misunderstanding over 
the D -license and France. There is no such thing here. 
The French have a Brevet C which is their highest 
qua lifica tion . A ny interm ediate - level skydiver  
producing a US or UK C-license is likely to get thrown 
on twenty-ways, unless they have the presence o f  mind 
to say they only have N  - jum ps and may not be able to 
handle the experience.

Prior to the Brevet C, French skydivers must obtain 
one or more o f  the fo llow ing:-

Brevet B1 -Style and Accuracy
Brevet B2 -Relative Work (pardon me!... Formation 

Skydiving) equivalent to Cat.9
Brevet B3 -CRW.
I  hope this helps CCIs to be nice to visiting French 

skydivers. They have been nice to me. Joel Cruciani 
says both a B l  and a C Brevet wilt be required fo r  this 
y e a r ’s M I-2 6  b o o g ie  in B r ie n n e - le -C h a te a u  
(not-Vichy). I  imagine this will translate to a UK or US 
D ’ -license.

I f  a Frenchman asks to see your license he wants 
evidence o f  Insurance, not your FAI booklet. Show him 
your BP A membership card.

Vive - la difference!
Michael Howat

A PLUG...

Dear Ola,
Having taken up skydiving thanks to a birthday 

present from, my wife Jill which I  am sure she is still 
regretting, and having ju st acquired Cat.8 , 1 fee l that 
I must write to put forw ard the other side o f  being a 
student. For all o f  those who fe e l they suffer at the 
hands o f  the instructors, spend hours sitting around 
waiting fo r  briefings or to get a lift I can only suggest 
that you pack your gear even i f  its only a pair o f  
goggles and make fo r  Headcorn. I f  its possible to get 
in the air they certainly will. It has taken me ju s t 10 
months to qualify having suffered at 5 second delays. 
M y thanks to all the instructors and sta ff at HPC  
especially M ick who is guaranteed to be abusive, 
sarcastic, a w ind up merchant, guarantee you a bad 
back from  practicing your arch but most importantly 
a very good mentor.

With reference to comments on the category system, 
I  fee l that you only get out what you put in: i f  you wish 
to learn to pack  do not expect to be shown by 
instructors at weekends, go down on a wet day and as 
I ’ve found they are pleased to help. Don’t moan when 
the plane disappears in the middle o f  the afternoonfor 
repairs, I  personally would prefer an airworthy plane 
and miss an afternoons jumping.

As to those who fee l that students do not get their 
fa ir  share o f  lifts there are three options: speak up 
either at the D Z  or via the columns o f  this mag, name 
the guilty D Z ’s (after all you do pay their wages), go 
else where or be quiet.

M ay I  also thank Chris Thomas from  T .S .E .for the 
excellent service and delivery o f  custom colours within 
15 days. I  didn’t think it could be achieved but stand 
corrected.

Sorry fo r  a long letter. I  hope you think it worthy o f 
publication.

Yours 
Keith D M iller B9880

CUNNING STUNTS

Dear Ola
I  have just sat and watched "Dead M en’s Tales" fo r  

the umpteenth time (like countless other skydivers no 
doubt) and fo r  the life o f  me I  cannot understand how 
two o f the sketches were re-created safely.

I m yself have been actively involved in the sport o f  
parachuting fo r  ten years I  also run a successful video 
buisiness. Filming is an art and the creation o f illusion 
(in this case danger) is a strong contribution to the 
artform.

The two stunts I  am referring to are: Gary Lawry & 
Pete Guests attempt at CRW & the horrifying situation 
N oel F arrelly fo u n d  h im se lf in with the double 
malfunction o f  both main & reserve parachutes. Any 
stunt involves a calcula ted  risk, in these cases 
calculated towards minimal risk to the parachutists. 
Gary Lawry quite rightly said that he was concerned 
about cutting away only to free-fall into Pete Guest’s 
canopy which was malfunctioning at great speed in 
horizontal, rotational & vertical planes. But two 
p a ra c h u tis ts  graph ica lly  re -crea ted  th is h ighly  
dangerous (illusion?) situation in a safe manner? 
(check out the speed o f  the horizon!)

Then there’s Noel Garrelly's double malfunction. 
The stunt man like Noel had a M other & Father o f  a 
malfunction not only behind but in fro n t o f  him which 
he had to get rid o f  before he could consider deploying 
a good canopy. Where were his main and reserve 
parachutes hidden ? One in each sock maybe ? (I’m still 
confused).

Congratulations to Leo & M andy Dickinson fo r  an 
absloutely superb & brilliantly made film  with all 
stunts re-created in the most professional & realistic 
manner & I thank you all who took part fo r  many hours 
entertainment. From a film  maker’s point o f  view it 
was truly fascinating, from  a skydiver’s point o f  view 
a real eye opener. Well done, keep up the good work.

Soft landings 
M G Kurylo C8734

PS The next time I  see anyone o f  you on a D Z I'll 
pick your brains raw fo r  the truth behind the illusion....

PARAS, PIMMS & Pis at PPC

Dear Ola
Just a few  words on the Exam Course 2/92 Sibson
PPC was duly invaded by a rabble o f  P i’s in search 

o f their "Approved" status and on their behalf I 'd  like 
to say thank you to Ronnie and all the sta ff fo r  their 
patience with us (and thanks fo r  all that packing as 
well!!)

In spite o f  the headaches, caused by all the WORK  
I  hasten to add, some o f  the week was FUN!

Not least the "Invasion ofArnem " (I never knew that 
Paras were so fond  ofP im m s - cheers Eddie!)

Apologies about the 19 way folks, perhaps the 
Headcorn contingent should stick to playing guitars!

I  just hope Postman Pat appreciates the sacrifices
some P is make fo r  their friends  Trapper and I  still
can’t understand why we volunteered fo r  another 
static line jump...it must have been all that sun, or was 
that the excuse fo r  the 19-way?

Well thats about all fo r  the exclamation marks. 
C o n g r a tu la t io n s  to R a y  a n d  M a g g ie , o u r  
P re-A dvanced  cand ida tes and to the succesful
eleven.....I'L L  BE  BACK!!!!
Pete Sizer D5745

JUMP NOW PAY LATER ?

Dear Ola
I much enjoy reading ‘Sport Parachutist’ and all 

the gen about DZs and view safety procedures, I  would  
enjoy more actual ‘doing’ but fo r  unemployment. I 
f i r s t  ju m p e d  in 1970 as a studen t fro m  E ssex  
University, enthused by a keen jum per there, jumping  
at Martlesham with the Metropolitan Police P  C. A 
landing in a gorse bush after being spotted to land  
onto the A12 reduced enthusiasm to nil until I  read  
Miles Clark's book last year where I immediately 
booked up on an AFF course. I  was not a natural 
student with a few  irritating tendencies to tumble 
rather than arch, but I resolved to continue. Then I  
was m ade redundant. W ith redundancy pay , I 
managed to progress to level 7 in a further AFF  week 
but a year later apart from  a generous Hardtwickian 
jum p in October I have languished in hope but not 
fulfilment. Admittedly I have a drawback in caring fo r  
an invalid mother which makes long stays at DZs or 
spontaneous drives to seek a lift in good weather less 
likely. Also I  have nothing but grateful thanks fo r  
c o n s id e r a t io n  g iv e n  b y  b o th  H e a d c o r n  & 
Peterborough DZs. But the fa c t remains that dole 
money does not run to successful advances in training 
and jumping. And I  cannot be unique. Maybe the BP A 
can k ick  start the coun try’s econom y by som e 
generous scheme o f  jum p and pay later, whereby those 
o f us who have the time but no loot may train now and 
give the benefit o f  our funds and enthusiasm back 
when we have jobs but no time very soon.

Sincerely 
Mike Nicholson BPA 504500

...ANOTHER PLUG

Dear Ola
In SP last month (April) you appealed fo r  more 

student input, so here we are!
Our purpose o f  writing is twofold:
Firstly, to thank Andy Guest, CCI o fR N  & RMSPA, 

Dunkeswell, as well as all the sta ff and regulars there, 
fo r  the overwhelming hospitality which was shown to 
us when we visited over the last Bank Holiday.

Secondly, to urge other students who m ay be 
frustrated with their progression to spend a weekend 
or two up at Dunkeswell. The three o f  us (a recent 
cat.8, me on 15's and a dummy puller - all stages o f  
the category system represented!) were made to fee l  
at home the minute we set fo o t on the airfield. Andy 
Guest checked our docs, gave us an orientation tour, 
invited us to the evening’s BBQ and then got us 
straight up in the air.

N oth ing  w as too much trouble: each ju m p ’s 
debriefing was thorough and fu ll o f  helpful advice. 
Indeed, when one o f  my delays developed into a fa st 
right spin, sta ff and regulars scurried fo r th  to suggest 
possible causes and solutions!

Everyone displays a genuine interest in your  
progression. Whatever the category, you ’ll always be 
included in the mad-crazy social scene and the jum p  
prices are cheap, cheap, cheap!

Why not get on the M S and see fo r  yourself?
Blue skies!

- The one who decided to go for a jog on a live 
airfield (oops)
- The one who popped a reserve (sorry) & the 
dummy puller!
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LOST LOG

Dear Ed
Three years ago I  made a mistake which nearly put 

me out o f  skydiving permanently - 1 bought a house! 
It has taken this long fo r  my finances to get sorted out 
enough to let me get back into the sport.

Shortly before I  stoppedjumping at the end o f1 988, 
some kind soul helped themselves to the contents o f  
my car boot - including my kit and worst o f  all - my 
logbooks! Now I ’m getting back into the sport, I  would 
like to try and reconstruct whatever I  can o f  those 
logbooks. This a plea to anyone who jum ped with me 
between 1983 and 1987 at Netheravon, Pampisford, 
Sibson, or Cranfield, who has a spare moment to 
check their old logbooks. I ’d  greatly appreciate any 
details o f  jum ps that you could send me. Please send  
them to:-
Neil Kennedy (D4538)
4 Sabrina Avenue 
Northwick 
Worcester WR3 7BB

GRATEFUL STUDENTS

Dear Ola
I suppose you mostly receive letters from  people  

with gripes and groans. Well get ready fo r  this, here 
is a letter with none.

I would like to thank John K  Saunders on behalf o f  
a fe w  very grateful students, m yself included.

In this great sport o f  parachuting it is very hard to 
progress but John Saunders has helped us on our way 
encouraging us at every pitfall, even to arranging a 
week away at Netheravon JSPC fo r  us all.

A quick thanks to all at Netheravon JSPC fo r  
allowing us to stay and use your facilities.

What 1 am trying to say, to all the students out there 
new and old, is it is nice when instructors take an 
interest in you and i f  you keep plugging away, the 
results are beyond your imagination (free fa ll and sky 
diving). We still have a long way to go but now that 
we are on our way, nothing can stop us (except the 
weather).
From a few gratefu l students

COVER PIC....1

D ear Ola
Parachuting fa ta litie s  happen fo r  all sorts o f  

reasons. Probably the most common factor when 
experienced parachutists are involved is a fa ilure to 
consider possible consequences o f  their actions. You 
could equally call it plain stupidity. I ’ve spent some 
14 years as a parachute instructor, trying to draw the 
line between what is progressive and fun , and what is 
dangerous and stupid. I ’m writing about the front 
cover picture on the April magazine , which shows 
something dangerous and extremely stupid.

I f  this sort o f  thing happened on my DZ, the guy 
climbing all over the Tandem would be spending some 
considerable time on the ground, contemplating the 
possible consequences o f  what he’s done - i f  h e 'd  like 
a briefing on horseshoe malfunctions on the Vector 
Tandem, I 'd  be happy to oblige.

I f  the Tandem Instructor had any prior knowledge 
o f the stunt, he’d  have his rating pulled  until he was 
able to show more concern fo r  the safety o f  his 
students.

A nd  finally, Ola, whoever took the decision to 
p u b lish  th is sh o t sh ou ld  th in k  carefu lly  about 
encouraging this kind o f  irresponsible stupidity.

D on’t you think?
D on’t forget to pull,

Ray Ellis D2523

COVER PIC....2

Dear Ola
Following a number o f  letters from  those well 

known solicitors Grabbit & Runne, I fe e l compelled to 
explain the fron t cover shot o f  the last issue o f  Sport 
Parachutist.

I  have to believe Rob Harmer, that’s H  A R M  E R  
(aged 36, 5 ’ 10", 11.5 stone with no previous record), 
when he tells me that this was indeed a predetermined 
method o f  mounting a tandem. I  distinctly remember 
him asking both G eoff Wood and passenger to jum p  
in minimal clothing. Whether the smug grin indicates 
a successful docking or not, I  have no idea.

I  cannot however, recall any conversation on 
whether it would be possible to dock on a tandem by 
using parts o f  the Tandem pack or drogue bridle line. 
After all, that would be quite unwise as no doubt our 
National Coaches and Safety Officers would be the 
firs t to point out.
Simon Ward

OF SPRATS AND RAPS

Dear SP
I  have ju st fin ished  reading the correspondence in 

SP mag fo r  February regarding marketing. I would 
like to add my own voice to theirs and perhaps a 
suggestion or two with regard to keeping student 
parachutists interested in the sport.

I  have been jum ping  now fo r  8 months, have 
achieved CAT V after 16 jum ps but I  still don't know 
a great deal about the sport outside o f  the briefings 
and the experience I  have had in the air. I  still don’t 
have a clue as to how competitions are scored or run 
etc.

Perhaps it may be an idea to include in every 
students introductory course a sheet o f  paper with a 
glossary so that then they will know the difference 
between RAPS and AFF; what sort o f  parachutes they 
can expect to see on a drop-zone etc. In short; 
something that will give them information. It is this 
lack o f  information which makes a lot o f  students feel 
vu lnerab le and  in ferior. A side  fro m  any other  
treatment they may receive from  D Z operators and the 
like (thankfully, this has not been bad in any o f  my 
personal experiences), jargon can make people feel 
excluded.

Another suggestion I  would like to pu t forw ard is 
the formation o f a club within the BP A fo r  novice 
jumpers. A fter all, i f  the crumblies can set up POPS, 
why can't we have SPRATS (Student PaRAchuTists 
Society) or something! A page in Sport Parachutist 
devoted to them as well as a Newsletter, (proposed by 
Gilda Sebastian) would certainly make them fe e l part 
o f the ‘Scene’.

Finally, I  would like to support Pat Hammond’s 
point about the Military in Sports Parachuting - 1 fee l 
civilian D Z operators could learn a thing or two from  
them which would benefit the sport as a whole.

I  hope I ’ve been constructive.
Yours sincerely 

Bruce Harvey BPA 535345

We are working on increasing the num ber o f  
articles in the mag that will appeal to less experienced  
jum pers. I  th in k  you will f in d  a fa ir  bit in this issue. 
Re: DZ Jargon we will oblige your request in the very 
near fu ture....E d

PARAGLIDING INJURIES

Dear Sir
I  am writing on behalf o f the M id Wales Hang 

Gliding and Paragliding Club to express our deep 
concern about the irresponsible activities o f  two o f  
your members. This has resulted in serious injury to 
one o f  them, and the jeopardising o f  the continued use 
o f  one o f the best fly ing  sites in the UK. We have only 
recently regained the use o f  this site after years o f  
patient negotiation.

You are probably aware by now that the skydiver 
involved sustained multiple fractures in both legs and  
a broken arm, attem pting a 360 degree turn in 
marginal conditions whilst using a free  fa ll canopy fo r  
hill soaring. H e was airlifted to Bronglais Hospital, 
Aberystwyth where he is now recovering. H e was 
accompanied by another skydiver who was also an 
active participant on the day. I  am told that this 
activity is quite common.

Could I ask that you recommend to your members

that should they wish to f ly  hills they should do it under 
auspices o f  the BCPA. There they will learnfrom years 
o f experience, some bitter, which have been gained 
fr o m  sa ilp la n e  f l y in g  hang  g lid in g  a n d  now  
paragliding. This depth o f  experience is widely 
available and accessible. There is now no need fo r  
your members to repeat the mistakes which others 
have made and learned from. It would also mean that 
they had insurance cover which presum ably they do  
not at the moment i f  hill launching.

I would appreciate it i f  your members were alerted, 
through your magazine, to the fo lly  and danger o f  this 
activity not only to themselves but also because o f  the 
threat to free  flying  should individuals cause damage 
or injury to third parties whilst fly ing  uninsured.

Yours faithfully  
Patrick J Laverty

(C h a irm a n  M id  W a les  H a n g  G lid in g  a n d  
Paragliding Club)

MANY THANKS

Dear Ola
As a relative new-comer to this sport I  would like 

to say a special "Thank you" to everyone at he RN  
&RMSPA at Dunkeswell, especially to Andy Guest 
who has a zest fo r  the sport and who helped me a lot 
on my AFF. H is love fo r  the sport rubs o ff  on everyone 
so much so that his son Wesley (age two and a half 
years) has a good stable spread!

Next on my long list o f  "Thankyou s" is Dave, Look 
at my signals or / ’ 11 punch you Payne. Dave is a great 
Primary instructor and had to pu t up with a lot as I 
wasn’t an easy student. This takes me onto Bob  
Sturtivant my Secondary instructor on level 1 and 2. 
He is the ugliest man infreefall!!

Now I ’d  like to say a big thank you to the girls o f  
the "WOOPS" R W  4-Way Team. Firstly Paula Diggle, 
the water figh t and fo o d  figh t instructor. Next Julie  
Payne who ju st got married and now we wait fo r  all 
the little Paynes to arrive. Cath Goodie who has 
impeccable taste in train spotter’s gear and all the 
dance moves to match. Lastly Rose Balson whose 
nick-name I  can 't mention on pain o f  death, Hubble 
Bubble Toil & Trouble.

The thank you is fo r  all the good times and all the 
times I ’ve watched you all on video. Those exits kept 
me in stitches even on the worst o f  the worst days at 
Dunkeswell. But hey, now you’re cooking!

Next I ’d  like to thank the sta ff fo r  all their help and  
hints. They are - Si Clark, Gary Kingston, (Sky-Gods 
ha!) Stan "It's 9 o ’clock and out o f  your beds" Woods., 
to Buck and Leggy the "Fledgelings" who are always 
good fo r  a party and to Roily the rigger who has a 
great outlook on life, is completely wacky and a great 
laugh and also a great video man. Cheers all. I  had 
some fu n  times and there’s more to come.

Lastly I ’d  like to thank the people who jum p at 
Dunkeswell ’cause they make the place the fu n  place  
it is. These people are too numerous to mention them 
all; this is ju st a fe w  o f  them - Sarah and her p ink towel, 
Radar, Maria, Pete Smith who sucks the walls in when 
he snores, Adrian Thornton, Dave Bruce, and Sean 
"Big Nose" M emory who were on the same course as 
m yself when we did our firs t jum p together, and to 
anyone else who knows me. Thanks fo r  all the great 
times and even better memories. So i f  you’re in Devon  
andyou want to jum p it’s a great place to do it, you 'll 
get warm and friendly welcome and the Royal Oak pub  
does some excellent fo o d  and the beer’s ju s t as good. 
I ’ve moved on now. M y job  has taken me back to 
Scotland and I  jum p at Strathallan. Another good DZ  
but no in flight door (chilly!!). So i f  you are at 
Dunkeswell and are reading this letter - I miss the 
place and the people but I ’ll see you soon.

Keep smiling at those blue skies.
Mark "Scotty" W heller B9920.

M ay I, on b eha lf o f  M ark also thank the pilots at 
Dunkeswell, the D Z cat, the airfield fo r  being there  
and anyone else who hasn ’t  ju m p ed  with him  yet but 
will one day. Oh, and one last thanks to everyone in 
the B.P.A. and  to his m um  and dad fo r  having  
him ....Ed
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LONELY HEARTS...1

D ear Editor
Re: Classic Style and  Accuracy Self-D evelopm ent 

Group
Relative work clearly attracts the majority o f  

jum pers nowadays and they rightly enjoy a high level 
o f  a ir and ground observation and feedback fo r  
progression purposes.

However, there are a few  loner-jumpers out there 
who m ig h t w ish to d eve lo p  the ir parachuting  
competency by means o f  classic style and accuracy 
development work.

With this in mind, a se lf development group could 
be form ed to cater fo r  jumpers who would like to 
acquire superior canopy accuracy skills and be able 
to put together a fu ll series in a time o f  say 10 to 15 
seconds. When a h igher level o f  com petence is 
required then individual jum pers may want to move to 
other sources o f  advice.

Meanwhile, a small group could get down to some 
hard work, make friends and pals and enjoy their 
parachuting along the way. For details, please ring 
my secretary, Kathy H ill or Anne Remzi, or write, as 
fo llow s:-

ColourTrail Skydivers, 4 Dunoon Close, Rise Park, 
Nottingham NG5 5DH.

Tel: 0602274193 (Day)/0602,277485 (Evening), Fax: 
0602 794445

/  look forw ard to hearing from  anyone who is 
interested.

Kind Regards

Yours sincerely 
Joe Forster - Team Director

LONELY HEARTS...2

Dear Ola
Please, please help me out by printing this letter in 

Sport Parachutist. M y skydiving future may even 
depend on it! M y problem is this: I have been jumping  
now fo r  nearly one year, and  although I have 
progressed well, I have only managed to do 20 jumps. 
The reason fo r  this is that I work every weekend (peak 
jumping times) and when I ’m o ff midweek and I ring 
up my local DZ, the reply is "sorry, there’s not enough 
people to fi l l  the plane".

This is obviously not the fau lt o f  the DZ operator, 
but it means that valuable blue skies are wasted. Now,

there simply has to be other parachutists in the same 
boat as me. Therefore, i f  there is anyone o f  any 
standard within driving distance o f  D unkeswell 
(first-timers students, sky-gods, all are welcome) then 
please contact me and maybe we can get a system  
organised to our mutual benefit with regard to filling  
planes midweek.

My work number is: 0395 512555 
My home number is: 0404 812548 
M a n y th a n k s  in a d v a n c e  fo r  p r in t in g  m y  

impassioned plea!

Blue Skies (Weekends and Midweek)
Bruce Harvey BPA 535345

COPY 
DATE 

FOR THE 
AUGUST 
ISSUE IS 
FRIDAY 
AUGUST 

7TH

Aircraft
Silencers

Low  N oise S ilencers fitte d  to 
standard  exhaust system s:

★ dram atic noise reduction

★ sim ple insta lla tion

★ lig h t w eight

Skycraft Services Limited
Tel. 0763 852150 Fax. 0763 852593 
Albany House, Litlington, Cambridgeshire

Our CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO COSTA BRAVA is 
your habitat. We cater to your species’ needs and 
desires by offering you.

•  BLUE SKIES and MEDITERRANEAN SUN.

•  TURBINE A/C (Pilatus Olympic Porter and others).

•  MODERN, LUXURIOUS FACILITIES (bar, canteen, 
shop, dormitories, showers, toilettes).

•  LOAD ORGANIZER/RW INSTRUCTORS/COACHES 
(top-rated professionals helping you to get more out 
of your skydives).

•  AIR-to-AIR and GROUND-to-AIR VIDEO SYSTEMS, 
VIEWING ROOMS (the EYE IN THE SKY that will make 
you debriefings easy).

•  LOW DIVE RATES (discounts for FREQUENT FLYERS 
and for TEAMS).

•  ALTERNATIVE SPORTS (mountain bike, rafting, sailing, 
surfing, waterskiing).

•  FUN ( are PARTY ANIMALS after all).
Send for our free information/registration package!

CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO COSTA BRAVA 
Apartado de Correos, 194, 17486 

Ampuriabrava, Gerona, Espana 
Tel. +34 72 45 01 11 - Fax +34 72 45 07 49
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Chris Also sent us this re­
cent composition.
ODE TO LEO...
(the other one.)
We can thank Leonardo 
Designer of 'chutes 
Did he wear trainers*
Or did he wear boots 
On his head, hat of 
leather
A Protec perhaps 
No second’ry backup 
In case of collapse 
He’d no fancy suit 
With which to impress

’came straight from work 
In fact looked a mess 
Was it in summer 
Or winter the weather 
Was it a good one
With knees feet together 
For when it came time 
To make that first jump 
With legs all a-quiver 
And heart all a-thump 
I bet he was frightened 
I bet he felt fear 
And said to himself 
WHAT AM I DOING 
HEREParachutes and Poems 

by Chris Mills

Who needs poetry,
Is it really worth the time 
For the writer who composes it 
or tries to make it rhyme?

...So asks Chris Mills (POPS 30) in 
one of the poems in his anthology ’. 
Well, they are questions worth trying 
to answer at least for the readers of 
this magazine go because if the 
answers are "not parachutists" and 
"no" respectively then a book entitled 
parachutes and poems is a non-star- 
ter.

Taking the second question first, "is it 
really worth the time for the writer 
etc?" Well, a hell of a lot of parachutist 
must think so because we get a lot 
sent in. Writing poetry is a therapeutic 
pastime and I’m sure there are a good 
number of closet poets who derive 
great satisfaction from putting their 
thoughts down, so even if no-one else

ever gets to read it, a poem 
will never be a waste of 
time for the "writer who 
composes it, or tries to 
make it rhyme".

Who needs poetry? Well, 
apart from the writer, it is 
difficult to say. One thing is 
sure; verse is more poig­
nant when it is born of a 
deeply felt or moving experi­
ence. When the readers 
have also been through 
similar, the poem tunes 
straight in evoking 
memories of events separ­
ated in time but united in emotion.

"On the heels of sunset 
The last lift of the day 
My logbook tells the story 
A good one all the way"
Simple, short and, to a non-parachut- 
ist probably bland; but for me it 
evokes that satisfied feeling I have 
often had when packing my kit on a 
warm windless evening, with the sun 
sinking slowly; lost in thought, reliving 
a jump that proved to be the perfect 
end to a great weekend of Skydiving.

As someone who has often struggled 
to explain why I indulge in this sport, I 
appreciate discovering anything that 
can sum up the complexities of my ob­
session with a few well chosen words.
I believe that anyone who has trouble 
answering the question 'why do I do 
it?’ could do with reading some poetry
- you won’t find the perfect answer but 
you’ll have fun looking.

So, onto the the book. It is a slim vol­
ume containing 34 poems of which 
most, but not all, are related to para­
chuting. Most of the rest have as their 
inspiration the author’s evident love of 
unspoilt nature.

There is a mix of the humorous ...

... "Pleasant Martin CCI,
Leapt from Cessna,
Five Grand high,
Behind his back he didn’t see 
His cash and wallet 
Falling free...

-the sombre...

...Uprooted trees, branches and 
bushes
Reluctant to end their days in ashes 
Smoulder and smoke, 
for days,
A lingering death...

- the whimsical...

...A grumpy old man 
Unknown to me,
Upon the nose 
Was stung by a bee...

-and the nostalgic

... The memories from long ago 
Remain within us still 
Lost riches of a bygone age 
Our every day to fill.

I enjoyed the book, especially on dip­
ping into it repeatedly. Like wine, it 
yielded more with repeated tasting. If 
you like poetry, you will probably like 
the book, there is the bonus of £1 of 
the £2 purchase price going to charity.

Copies can be obtained from Manor 
Press, Manor House, 70a Park Ave, 
Oswestry or via Graham St Clair (ad­
dress on Clubs page under POPS).

Ola

Dale Henderson
On Sunday 3rd May 1992, Dale Hender­
son lost his life aged 31 in a tragic Skydi­
ving accident. Dale had been skydiving 
for just over 18 months but in that time 
made many new friends.
He started on the static line system and 
was progressing through the system but 
decided that he wanted to do AFF.
In March of this year Dale and ourselves 
went to Flagler Aviation in Florida, where 
he progressed to Cat 8 in the minimum 
number of jumps.
Like most Skydivers he worked and lived 
for Skydiving and his life was taken away 
by a freak accident.
Dale will always be remembered on the 
ground more for his mischievous antics. 
All our thoughts go to Dales family and 
friends in their sad loss. He will be sadly 
missed by everyone.
Blue skies forever

Simeon Holt 9589 
Mick Knowles 509274
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RIGS AND RIGGING

ZP from the Chute Shop
The Chute Shop from South Africa have 
added the ZP to their range of canopies. 
It is a high performance 9-cell along the 
same lines as the Sabre and Nova. It 
comes in 130, 150, and 170 sq ft sizes 
at present, and with microline as stand­
ard.
Conquest from Pisa
PISA’s successorthe Pintail is the Con­
quest; built from Zero Porosity fabric, it 
features Spectra Microline and has baf­
fled cells for slower openings. It com­
petes with the Sabre but is lower in 
performance than the Pintail, Blue 
Track or Nova. The high performance 
Pintails are still available on special 
order.
Beefed Up Novas
New Novas from Glide Path are consid­
erably more beefed up than the first 
batch which have showed some signs 
of early damage. The reinforcing ma­
terial has not significantly increased the 
pack volume.
New Lines for BT
Optima Lines for Blue Tracks are being 
shipped in replacement sets, including 
new slider for more controlled openings. 
Optima is a French made pre-stretched 
polyethylene line similar to Spectra or 
Microline. They are recommended as re­
placement for the old Teflar lines on the 
BTs, having more abrasion resistance, 
coupled with low bulk and high strength. 
The Blue Track 80 Tandem canopy now 
comes with extra strong Optima lines 
(360 dan); the price of these rigs remains 
unchanged.
Orders of Merit
The new Merit semi-zero porosity ca­
nopy is selling well in Europe. Para­
chutes de France have sold out of their 
initial stock and delivery times have in­
creased as a result. The Merit gives a 
very flat glide angle and extremely 
easy, soft landings. It is only available 
at the moment in 190 and 210 sq ft 
sizes.
Atom Mods
The Atom is now equipped with new 
toggles which do away with velcro, hav­

ing instead two small plastic snaps to 
attach toggle to the riser. The main pilot 
chute is now smaller due to the effec­
tiveness of the PF 3000 zero porosity 
fabric used.
Boost for FS
Symbiosis suits are now offering Boos­
ters on their competition LoPo suits. 
These are extensions which completely 
cover the foot and increase the effi­
ciency of the leg in the airflow; thus 
improving for instance in-place turns.
Symbi Suits in Gap
Visitors to Gap, in France will find the 
DZ shop being run by Symbi Suits who 
have taken over the franchise, while 
Kevin Hardwick is ensconced as the 
resident Rigger, AFF instructor and 
general jack of all trades.

CAMERA SYSTEMS.

New Newton Sight’s Lights
The new Advanced Newton Sight has 
two built in LEDs. A red light placed 
directly in front of the eye in the centre 
of the sight is connected to a modified 
Dytter, and acts as a visual backup to 
the audible alarm.

The second (green) LED is used to 
indicate whether the camera is recor­
ding. Interfaces to most popular 
cameras and recorders can be ob­
tained from Sward Sports.
Camcorder Box
Soon to be available from Sward Sports 
is a specially moulded box which is

designed to take the Sony TR range of 
camcorders, it will allow for the use of 
lens converters and will also feature a 
simple switching system with an LED 
interface which is being developed in 
conjunction with Larsen and Brus- 
gaard.

SAFETY NOTICE
Information has been received from a num­
ber of manufacturers with regard to the use 
of Type 17 (Mini 1") risers with Reserve 
Static Lines (RSL) attached.

The use of Type 17 (Mini 1") risers with RSL 
attached is suspended until the matter is 
discussed at the next riggers and STC 
meeting 9th July 1992.

The enclosed box should eliminate 
most of the problems associated with 
airflow inside the tape mechanism while 
avoiding mounting and connection 
problems.

Background information to the 
Safety Notice
A pair of Type 17 (Mini 1") risers re­
cently failed in the field. These risers 
have been in use for more than six 
years. Recently, however the shock 
loading that these risers are being sub­
jected to has become much greater due 
to one or all of the following reasons.

1) Jumpers are falling faster due to 
tighter jumpsuits, and are jumping 
smaller canopies which, because of 
their smaller square footage and/or 
zero porosity fabric open faster. The 
faster fall rate and openings produce 
greater opening shock.

2) Microline, unlike dacron will not 
stretch, consequently much more or the 
opening shock is now transmitted di­
rectly to the risers instead of being ab­
sorbed by the suspension lines.

In Brief:
Robnik, the Austrian manu­
facturers of the Aeronaut al­
timeter have introduced its 
successor. The Sapphire, 
so called because all bear­
ings are now made from 
Sapphire instead of brass 
also has stainless steel 
used for axles and pinions 
to prevent condensation re­
sulting in rusting and a fil­
tered air inlet. It is available 
for Hand, Wrist or Chest 
mounting.

Larssen and Brusgaard, 
makers of the popular

Dytter audible altimeter 
have added a small LED 
which gives a visual indica­
tion as the set altitude is 
reached. This assists accur­
ate calibration in the aero­
plane. Also available, for the 
jumper travelling to coun­
tries where helmets are not 
necessary, is the new 
Dytter-on-goggles mount- 
ingkit.
Sward Sports have also 
been appointed as Perfor­
mance Designs dealers and 
will be stocking the Sabre.
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3) Microline, due to its small bulk may 
not be held securely by standard rubber 
bands or tube stoes. This can be aggra­
vated by too small a line bite. This can 
cause out-of-sequence deployments, 
hard openings and uneven riser load­
ing.

4) The new generation of collapsible, 
zero porosity pilot chutes may cause 
accelerated bag snatch and line dump 
which also results in out-of-sequence 
deployments hard openings and 
uneven riser loading.

5) The practice of rolling all of the nose 
in the same direction will often cause 
one side of the canopy to inflate before 
the other, which again results in uneven 
riser loading.

Type 17 risers are designed to with­
stand loads up to 2,500 pounds. Hea­
vier jumpers with new canopies and 
microlines may occasionally exceed 
this design limit. These risers appear to 
be stronger than the canopies; scores 
of canopies have blown up without da­
maging type 17 risers. While a main 
canopy breaking may be unsettling , 
breaking a Type 17 riser with a reserve 
static line attached could prove fatal. It 
might cause the main canopy to mal­
function and simultaneously deploy the 
reserve into the main.

HEADCORN PARACHUTE CLUB AND SLIP­
STREAM ADVENTURES ARE ALIVE AND 

WELL
REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD VISIT US:-

1. LOTS OF FUN 
fS . 2. EXPERIENCED STAFF
3 .18TH-19TH JULY FORMATION LOADS 4. YUMMY CANTEEN RUN BY SKYDIVERS

5. 20TH-28TH JULY TWIN OTTER BOOGIE
6. FREE ACCOMMODATION/CAMPING 7 .12TH-14TH SEPTEMBER LAC MEET

The following are the required actions rec­
ommended by kit manufacturers: Note these 
notices do not apply to the Type 17 risers 
without an RSL attachment.

Status: Mandatory.

Compliance date: Before the next jump.

The Relative Workshop: For owners of all 
rigs with Type 17 (Mini 1") main risers with 
reserve static lines attached which were 
manufactured by Relative Workshop of De­
land Florida:

Immediately disconnect the reserve static 
line from the type 17 (Mini 1") main riser. 
Have a rigger cut the reserve static line 
attachment ring off the riser then attach the 
snap shackle end of the RSL around either 
the long or short cutaway housing. You may 
continue to jump the system set up in this 
way until you install replacement type 8 (1 
3/4") risers set up for RSL. Contact the 
Relative Workshop or your dealer with the 
serial number of the system and the risers 
will be supplied at no cost.

Rigging Innovations: Risers manufactured 
by RI are stamped with R & L Pending further 
test data availability, Rigging innovations is 
placing a weight limit on TY 17 main risers 
with the RSL option in use, of 175lb, (80Kg) 
body weight, or 200lb, 90 kg gross weight.

Individuals who exceed this weight should 
disconnect the RSL release shackle. It is 
recommended that a licensed rigger remove 
the lanyard entirely until further data is avail­
able. It is not necessary to have the reserve 
repacked to remove the lanyard. Removal of 
the lanyard may be accomplished, the 
reserve resealed and an appropriate note 
made on the packing data card by an appro­
priately rated and licensed rigger.

Thomas Sports Equipment: For owners of 
all rigs with Type 17 (Mini 1") main risers with 
reserve static lines attached which were 
manufactured by Thomas Sports Equip­
ment. You may still use your equipment as 
long as the RSL is disconnected from the 
main riser.

Tear Drop and Chaser - Disconnect the RSL 
from the Type 17 main riser at the snap 
shackle end. Then put it under the 3 ring 
cover so that it does not interfere with the 
large 3 ring.

For the Zerox, attach the snap shackle of the 
disconnected RSL around the adjacent long 
cutaway housing.

You may continue to jump the system set up 
in this way until you receive your replace­
ment type 8 risers set up for the RSL. contact 
Thomas Sports who will provide these at no 
cost.



Cypres
...there is one for everybody

Manufactured by Airtec GmbH, Mittlestrasse 69, 4798, Wunnenberg, Tel 02953 - 8010, Fax; 02953 - 1293 
Distributed by Thomas Sports Equipment, Sward Sports, The Kit Store, and JSPC Netheravon.
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The answers (in alphabetical order) are: Alexis Perry, Cheryl Smythe, Greg Cox, John Lines, Lofty Thomas, 
Simon Ward, and the handsome dudes are from the team called ???...

Tie-breaker: (In the unlikely event of more than one entry). Provide a caption ,in no more than 20 words, for
any one of the above pics.

The most amusing or original entries, will be published in the next SP (assuming they are printable).
The entry fee is £5 Send a cheque, or postal order made out to the BPA British team fund to:
BTF Competition, British Parachute Assoc. Wharf Way, Glen Parva, Leicester LE2 9TF

Closing date for the competition is: competition Rules:
M n n H a v  A i in n c t  1 n th  1 QQO Late entries will not be accepted. The panel of judges' decision is final
iv iunu c iy , n u y u b t  lu m  No employees of the British Parachute association, Airscape Ltd or

Symbiosis Suits may take part.

Second Prize: £25 Third Prize: £15
Plus: 10 Ben-Bags for runners up.

For this month’s competition all you have to do is put names to the faces in the pictures below. 
Difficult?? Well, to make sure someone wins the prize, we have provided the names 

and all you have to do is match them to the mugs.

a Symbiosis Suit
The prizes are as follows:

First Prize: Symbiosis Suits Custom Jumpsuit
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CORRESPONDENCE
Continued from page 8 :

Topcliffe Mum

Dear Sport Parachutist,
Enclosed is a photo o f  me taken at 13,500’ over the 

mountains at Gap at Easter. The photo was taken by 
M icky Howatt who helped me a lot while I was there. 
I have been jum ping now fo r  two years and this was 
m y CAT 9 jum p, (98). /  have done all my jum ps at 
Topcliffe and went to France with a group ofTopcliffe  
regulars and the Royal Engineers 8 way team fo r  a 
holiday.

I  am a single parent with three children who are 
tolerated by most club members and are very well D.Z. 
trained. I have had a lot o f  encouragement and  
support from  Topcliffe and would recommend it to 
anyone as a friendly, well run club. I  am very proud  
o f  m y achievement and at reaching CAT 9.

Blue Skies,
Ellen Watts.

from 15th to 23rd AUGUST
INFORMATION:
Joel Cruciani
Tel: (33) 74 84 91 32
Fax: (33)74 84 99 28

LYONS

Aerodrome de St Christophe 
Dodincourt 10500 - Brienne



P a r a G e a r

The best known name on the planet.
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SERVING TH E WORLD

When it comes to skydiving, Para-Gear is the best known company worldwide!

The best, year after year, in:
• Inventory • Selection
• Big 160-page catalog • Competitive pricing

• Fast shipping anywhere on the planet

More individuals and organizations worldwide use Para-Gear 
for all their equipment needs than any other.

Don’t you deserve to have the best working for you too!

Send for your catalog Today! Catalog + Air Mail Postage to Europe, South 
America, Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, APO, FPO: $6.50.
Catalog + Air Mail Postage to Africa, Asia, Australia: $8.00.

poro-qeor equipment co., inc.
3839 W. OAKTON STREET • SKOKIE, IL 60076 USA • (708)679-5905 • TELEX: 724438 • FAX: (708)679-8644
$25.00 minimum on credit card purchase ffiTTTi*!

p a d Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Member Parachute Industry Association
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‘A i r t im e ’ in Cali fornia
Having left Headcorn Airfield with 
wall to wall blue skies, myself and 
Ian Thomas were shocked when we 
arrived in sunny California and it was 
raining quite obscenely. We were 
greeted by Jakey Jakeman who as­
sured us that the storm was a very 
abnormal occurrence in San Diego 
and it would clear by the morning’.

Jakey asked us to pass on 
a big fat HULLO to all his friends 
back here in the U.K. and to say 
that he will be visiting in August 
to promote his first book, which 
is being published underthe title 
"GROUNDRUSH", watch out 
for it in a book shop near you.

The weather turned out to 
be less than good as we drove 
up to Perris Valley to meet up 
with the rest of our team; Pete 
Allum, Ben Rayner & Andy 
Woodmansey who together 
with Anne Maxwell & Karen Ni- 
choll had driven all the way from 
Florida in 43 hours in a most 
beaudacious cruisemobile.

The main reason for choos­
ing Perris Valley for our first 
training camp of the year, was 
to use the coaching services of 
Dan Brodsky Chenfeld (U.S.A.) 
our coach from the 1991 World 
Championships in Czecho-Slo- 
vakia. He has recently moved 
from Coolidge, Arizona, where he was 
the team captain of Coolidge Fource, 
up to Perris where he runs the R.W. 
school and captains the local 4 way 
team Airmoves who are already av­
eraging 15.5 points a round after only 
300 jumps together.

Perris Valley is a most excellent 
skydiving centre with lots going on, all 
the guys from Airmoves coach and or­
ganise skydives at weekends and its 
never a problem to fill aircraft midweek. 
There are heaps of things to do if you 
max out on jumping, you can ski until 10 
0 ‘ clock at night on the flood lit slopes 
of the 8000 ft mountains 75 minutes

from the D.Z., there’s also loads of fun 
to be had on the Jet Skis at Perris Lake 
National Park, the beach is less than an 
hour away so you can ‘check out the 
tube action dudes’ and Venice Beach in 
L.A. is definitely worth a visit, we found 
the people in California to be very 
friendly and much more forward think­
ing than other parts of the States.

Airtime in Perris. Photo by Ian Thomas

Although the weather wasn’t per­
fect we managed about 6 or 7 jumps a 
day; initially concentrating on building 
precise formations and moving at a 
crisp but comfortable pace, then getting 
to grips with the various types of pairs 
flying for the block moves and finally 
putting it all together. Individually and 
as a team we have come on in leaps 
and bounds under the guidance of Dan
B.C. who has an incredibly deep knowl­
edge of 4-way formation skydiving (as 
it is now called) and a very good coach­
ing technique.

We were in training for the 1992 
National Championships which will be

held at Peterborough Parachute Centre 
from the 1st to the 9th of August, the 
winning teams from the 4-way & 8-way 
events will go on to represent Great 
Britain at the 1993 World Skydiving 
Championships (venue to be decided) 
this being the first year for Off year 
selection. The Red Devils, also in train­
ing, are planning to make 850 jumps 

prior to the competition having 
received a huge amount of 
sponsorship from the Sun 
newspaper. There will also be 
other teams training, aiming to 
surprise the established ones. 
It should be an exciting meet 
and, like previous years, most 
of the well trained teams will 
be available to pass on as 
much advice as possible to 
the lesser trained and inex­
perienced teams, so it can be 
a great learning opportunity 
for all with a huge party after 
the meet.

Finally we would like to 
thank everybody at Perris Val­
ley for making us feel very wel­
come especially the Guys 
from Airmoves, Dan B.C. for 
the coaching, Troy and James 
for the tube-stow goggles, and 
Tom who together with his girl­
friend Melanie run the D.Z. 
and Richard their videoman.

Also thanks to Vic Logan and 
everyone at Square One for their help, 
to Jakey and Janna for the transport­
ation and hospitality.

More thanks to our own video man 
Ian (super-vid) Thomas for doing a 
great job, to Tony Uragallo for the Jum­
psuits and Johnathons (superb para­
chutes) and for re-starting Airtime back 
in 1990, to Thomas Sports Equipment 
for One pin Teardrops (the best rig on 
the market) and a Special thank you to 
Musty Hussein for all his support, see 
you all at the Nationals.

Chris Lynch



Red Devils training trip - Ampuriabrava 1992
Once again the Freds descended on Am­
puriabrava, Spain, for spring team train­
ing prior to the forthcoming display sea­
son. Go-red plus 4 team vans were used 

to transport the 30 personnel to Spain 
for the months training session.

The first weeks skydiving was used to 
get the new team members up to the re­

quired standard ready for demo train- 
§ ing, concentrating on 4 way RW up to 

8 way RW, and onto CRW intro’s, 
smoke and large flags. All the new 
guys did very well, gaining their D 

Licence, and are now ready for their 
first demo’s into largish arenas before 

frightening them by dropping them 
onto postage stamps in the middle of 

London!!

The wind disrupted training for up to 
three days at a time, necessitating mov­

ing the operation to Gerona and then 
back to Ampuriabrava when conditions 

had settled down again. 
Using a three lift cycle to 12,000, 

8 jumps a day were often achieved. 
Simon Ward came to visit for a few 

days of photo calls. “Lets try it again, 
shall we” was frequently heard from 

him. In the end it all worked out and he 
took some excellent ‘piccies’. Cheers

mate.

While I’m thanking people, I would 
like to thank our pilots, Roger Brown, 

A1 Barnes and Nigel Jackson. All did a 
professional job, keeping us in the air 
and enabled us to clock up 2,100 de­

scents in 18 days jumping. The 8 way 
team got its head together under Chris 

Allen and once the launch was con­
quered, was turning and burning in 

prep for the nationals. 
Dave Alexander had the novel idea of 

improving the diamond track ma­
noeuvre by employing a surfboard for 

demo’s. The idea being to achieve 
twice as much lateral movement. It 

looked very effective with smoke. Even

Iwith the weather problems, we still achieved 95% of our training ob­
jectives. Thanks again to Roland and all his staff at Ampuriabrava.

We’re now back in the real world wearing our army issue green 
suit. The first student weekend course has already been trained (3

days after returning from Spain!) 
The first demo is this weekend dropping into Wembley stadium, 

just from starters and looking forward to the Olympic demo’s and
lots more as well.
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OF
CRASHED 
CARS, 
JENGA 
AND 
VEGGIE 
BURGERS...

...(An account o f the BCPA Easter progression week at Head- 
com  parachute club.)

It was during an alcohol-induced state of mind at the Hallo­
w e’en disco at S ibson’s Birdland Bar last year, when Paul Fortes 
Mayer, BCPA chairman, first approached me about the Easter 
progression week. Paul was looking rather dashing in black 
French Knickers, black tights, a black bin-liner top and a rather 
fetching shade of lipstick - something to do with it being a fancy 
dress evening so I ’m led to believe.

"Gilesh" he slurred in his best I ’m-not-really-that-pissed-yet- 
honest-guv voice: "How d ’you fancy organising next years 
collegiate progression week, in the Easter holidays?" I thought 
for a moment, before framing the words "Yeah, alright then", or 
some such sounds that passed for an acceptance, and that was 
that, or so it seemed. The dates were finalised with everyone to 
the BCPA AGM  at Halfpenny Green earlier this year, and 
Headcom  was warned o f our intentions. I carried on at Poly., 
until suddenly, two weeks before the end o f term it dawned on 
me, golly gosh, oh crikey (or words to that effect), "it’s only two 
weeks to the progression w eek!!!". Thinking of how organised 
Eleanor Hitchman had already been concerning the Northern

Collegiate meet, made me think that I ought to get my backside 
in gear and get organising. This was only ever going to be a small 
meet, and so I had the m ost uncanny feeling that the social 
aspects o f the week would revolve around some brown fizzy 
stuff (what a surprise) which would be fairly easy to organise 
anyway.

I pitched up at Headcom  on the Friday evening before the week 
began, to get the necessary admin, out o f the way, whilst 
everyone else arrived over the rest o f the weekend. All in all 18 
registered for the week, a slightly disappointing number which 
made my job  slightly easier nevertheless. As for everyone else 
who said they might attend - Y O U ’RE ALL BORING AND 
YOU MISSED A BRILLIANT W EEK !!! Those who did attend 
represented Hatfield Polytechnic, M anchester University, N ot­
tingham Polytechnic, Oxford University and Lancaster U niver­
sity.

Just for the record, all the static-liners who stayed for the week 
went home free-fallers; Paul and M att of M UFFPA (M anchester 
University Free-Fall Parachute Association), both recent Cat. 8 ’s 
progressed onto squares, and Brian Carroll, also of M UFFPA 
achieved his Cat.8. The main objective of the week as the name 
suggests, was progression (through the category system), but 
also during the course o f events a round-accuracy competition 
was held. The results of the weeks events were:

The joint progression prize for Ian Mansfield (Lancaster Uni.) 
and T o r  France (M UFFPA) for going from D .P .’s to 10 second 
delays, and to Brian Carroll for his cat.8.

The round accuracy competition was a timed hit-and-run event 
with the following results (times averaged over the two com pe­
tition jum ps)

1st - ‘Tor France (MUFFPA) 8.5s
2nd - Simon Vickers (MUFFPA) 10.0s
3rd - Richard Li (HATFIELD) 15.0s

Evening activities comprised The Bell, The 
George and Dragon, Ice Skating, Skittles 
(for those that found it!), the inevitable bar­
becue and brown fizzy stuff, car-smashes- 
are-us courtesy of Julian Bevan and a gate­
post, the NHS Taxi service courtesy of me 
and the never ending torrent o f ‘hilarious 
anecdotes’ about Cark from Ian!

The beginning of the week saw the arrival 
of the inevitable British Skydiving weather
- total cats and dogs job leading us to the 
discovery o f Jenga, a wooden building block 
game belonging to Clem, which is much 
more fun then any of his jokes any day! 
However, by W ednesday fortune smiled 
upon us, the weather got it’s act together and 
the staff got us airborne.

Everyone who attended had a brilliant time, 
and for that I would like to take this oppor­
tunity to thank all those who made it such a

Lancashire Polytechnic Collegiate Team
Lancs Poly - one of the original colle- Bumie & Rob Mortimer; Photo from our 

giate teams - will be on tour again this mentor phil Parker 
summer. The Nationals at Sibson will be
another occasion to show our intellect, Thanx to the Merlin crowd for a brilliant 
alcohol consumption powers and mega- Northern Collegiate Competition, 
whopper water pistols: see 
the rest of the real student 
types there. In recent months 
team C.F.C.’s (Crap from 
Cark) have been taking it 
easy but achievements in­
clude gerrymandering 
‘SKYDIVE UNIVERSITY’ 
into a serious challenge for 
the renaming of our estab­
lishment this autumn and the 
formation of team Del 
Monte. One of our more orig­
inal exits is enclosed (1-r):
Gavin McCloud, Simon 
Nath, Graham Spence, Dom 
Daret, Charles Ross, Fiona
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great week - Jane the CCI; A lison and Terry who were super­
efficient on manifest; Mick, Pete Parker, Pete Sizer, Clem, 
Com m ander William Ryker o f the Starship Enterprise and 
everyone else who names I d idn’t know or can’t recall who 
helped out.

By Giles Huby
(President o f Hatfield Poly. Parachute Club - soon to be 

University o f Hertfordshire Parachute Club!)

Sun, sea, sand and progression
For all you students w ho’s progression seems to be going 

nowhere listen up ’cause Cyprus is the place to be....We heard 
o f someone called Scotty, Scotty Milne. They said he was the 
man to see being the CCI and all. We got in touch, he arranged 
our hotel and said "come on over”.Arriving in Cyprus on the 
Sunday and after a magical mystery tour in the taxi we got to the 
hotel and swiftly found the nearest food jo in t and pigged out, on 
octopus, or some other chewy sort o f fish. On leaving we were 
offered a wee dram o f the ‘proprietors ow n’ and were informed 
that the grapes had a bad year so it was only 45% proof. W hat a 
kick, man.

M onday brought introductions, registrations, and due to no 
jum ping that day, a trip to the beach. W hat a bum m er hey. 
Tuesday we went to the DZ with the all too common English 
weather view "will I get a jum p today I wonder?" Oh wow, what 
a shock to the system. Our first jum ps in Cyprus were on the 
same lift with there being six o f us, and boy were they cobweb 
jum ps or what. Me first out I got round to thinking, while sitting 
in the door, ‘W hat the fu* !@ng hell am I doing here? The answer 
was gut a flinch o f the bum-cheek away and the holiday was-a- 
kickin’, upside down....

We clocked 2,3 & sometimes 4 jum ps a day. By Saturday night 
we were all so knackered that Sunday was spent sunbathing in 
the snow on top o f Troodos mountain. ‘W hat can you do but 
rest’, he said. Being student jum pers one of us always seemed 
to need help from staff, who were all willing, for progression 
etc. and it came thick and fast. Even I got off 5 second delays!!!

The 2nd week continued as hectic as the 1st, Yorkie flying like 
a man possessed. Truly the best I ’ve had the pleasure to fly with. 
Entertainment came from the Signals’ CRW  attempts, (and long 
hikes back), a course of 1st timers from the army doin’ their stuff 
with true grit, and finally Steve talking down an inexperienced 
man who was too close to the building, by 
manoeuvering him to a perfect canopy run 
in position and then shouting "good, great, 
now STAY THERE!?!.."

Apres d iv in’ was courtesy o f The Drop Inn 
back at Pergamos Camp a luverly little bar 
any student would proudly get persistently 
stewed in. Again the people there were a 
pleasure to meet.All in all the help, advice 
and experience given and gained from and 
by all was so much more than any o f us 
expected. Even when things were to go a bit

This year I’ll reach Cat.8
This year I ’ll reach Cat.8,1 know 
I will I’m sure
I’ve done many things wrong 
Shouted many a weird song 
And dumped in positions known 
by all

I’ve had loads of fun, stopped 
many a heart
But now it’s time, for my pro­
gression to start 
I hope it will, I’m sure it will 
This year I’ll reach Cat.8

I’ve been on the strap (ooer!), and 
5 seconds too
With debriefs that would make
you cry, boo hoo
I’ve tried my best, but look at the
rest
They’re all getting their Cat.8

That break during summer, those 
3 months away
Re-trains, P.L.F.’s and emer­
gency drills today

Revision on this, and refresh on 
that
Oh god how long will be, that 
elusive Cat....8

Still I can’t complain, I’ve had 
some good times 
The people and jumps, the songs 
and the rhymes
The beer and headaches, the 
stories of fate
From others who long ago, 
reached their Cat.8

Lets get kited up, come on Neil 
don’t be slow
We’re all ready then someone 
says, have you done this before? 
Only 26 times and, cleared for 
free-fall twice mate 
Checking my static-line, I hope 
this year, I’ll reach Cat.8

Blue skies, as short as they may 
be

Neil Pike

wrong the people there behaved in such a professional manner. 

Shelagh, get well soon baby.

To say each o f them were stars would be a complete under­
statement, I mean, look at this:-

Before After

Pete Youngs Cat 4 Cat 8
Shelagh Davie Cat 4 Cat 8
Neil Pike 5 sec Cat 6
Sam Cook 5 sec AFF
Simon Grundy D/P Cat 7
Lindsay Hill D/P Cat 6 ...Enough said.

Shelagh, Neil, Sam, Pete, Lindsay & Simon

The cost of going over there can be justified by the cheaper 
jum p prices (half to a third o f usual price) and classing it as a 
holiday, the good food, drink, sun, sea,sand and yes o f course 
Skydivin’. The message in ‘plane’ English if  you haven’t sussed 
it yet is that Skydiving abroad isn’t just for the skygods. I t’s a 
damn fast way of getting through the Cat. system and you 
couldn’t pick a betterplace than Kingsfield Drop Zone in Cyprus 

to boogie on down at.

A big thanks to Scotty & Jean Milne for 
their help, hospitality and patience, To 
Alan, Geordie, Yorkie, Steve ‘ace packer’ 
and most of all, the Islander. Nice one you 
lot, we had a ball.Blue skies, soft landings, 
green grass, cheap beer, rapid progression 
good tim es...... you get the idea

Neil Pike
(Secretary, M anchester Polytechnic Para­

chute Society)
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GLASWEGIANS 
GRAB GONGS

Daring border raid nets Topcliffe 
Silverware for swigging Scot 

Skydivers
Report by D . Balloni 

Alias Bob D illon, President G lasgow  U ni. Parachute Club, BPA 505625

Reports of students from Glas­
gow university stealing a vast haul 
of silverware from the "Merlin 
Parachute Club" at Topcliffe 
(Northern Saasenach land, for 
those that don’t know) are starting 
to filter in. The daring students, 28 
in all, have apparently pulled off a 
marvelous coup d’etat ( a "Fast 
one", for those with no education) 
right under the noses of 90 other 
students from all over this great 
land....and England and Wales.

This crack division of hardened 
beer guzzlers left the "promised 
land" on Friday the 1 st of May in 
two heavily armored, state of the 
art, military assault ve­
hicles...which were cunningly dis­
guised as minibuses so as not to 
arouse the watchful eye of the law. 
They travelled 200 long and lonely 
miles through enemy territory be­
fore they reached their objective for 
the night, the "Red house” Hotel 
and licensed bar (the "boozer" for 
those that don’t care).

We are very sketchy about what 
happened next, but we think there 
could have been a near miss with 
the Ministry Of Defence Intel­
ligence Branch, who could have 
received a "tip-off' bout the daring 
raid. Apparently all the students 
were rounded up and asked to show 
their "Docs" (Doctor Martin boots 
which all students have, for those 
that are still reading) to some offi­
cials.

Possible leak from H Block
We rang up the Glasgow stu­

dents’ regular "Commander In 
Chief' (or something like that), a 
Mr Tim Andrewes, at his home, 
"Strathallan Parachute Centre - cell 
block H - geriatric ward", and 
asked him if there had possibly 
been a leak, but he said that the

tyres on his wheelchair were just 
fine!!!!

After that close shave the team 
needed a stiff drink....and then an­
other....and another....and then a 
few they didn’t at all need....to 
settle their nerves.

Up with the birds
On Saturday morning they were 

up with the first bird....at around 
8000 feet surprisingly enough, 
jumping out of a plane for some 
strange reason. We think that this 
part of the plan was necessary to get 
into the vaults where silver bullion 
was stored. Fortunately the team 
had had the foresight to bring para­
chutes with them, and they had all 
been wearing them at the time. 
They all had to be as accurate as 
possible and land on the vaults to 
collect the "goodies", and appar­
ently a Mr Andrew Bremner 
(who’s a square) and a Mr Bob 
Dillon (who’s a round but nearly a 
square....whatever the hell that 
means) were particularly accurate, 
and got their own extra silver. Once 
on the bullion store, or "DZ" as the 
authorities call it (obviously some 
ingenious code), the team lay about 
and chatted to other students from 
the rest of Britain. Miraculously, 
they had also gone there that very 
weekend to tiy and steal the silver 
as well, but by all accounts they 
were nowhere near as well pre­
pared, or skilled enough to do the 
job.

They were however, I am told, a 
thoroughly nice bunch of people, 
but a bit naive as they seemed to be 
under the impression that they were 
far better thieves than the "Tartan 
army", and a certain group from 
some hovel called Manchester 
University thought they could even 
out-drink the "Sublime Scots". A

drinking competition was promptly 
organised, and we heard that two, 
four-man teams slugged 2 pints a 
piece down the tubes. Nasty ru­
mours that 2 Glasgow lads were 
chucking something or other over 
tables (our information was unclear 
at this point, but I’d guess it was 
probably table cloths), and that 
Manchester had actually won have 
been spreading, but these were 
typical English lies.

Sunny Sunday
Sunday was a marvelous sunny 

day and the team quickly "cased- 
out” the area around the main build­
ing, where the silver was stored, 
particularly a large gravelly area 
with a record, or disc or something 
in it; well you know how much 
students like music. There were 
also some "3-Way Speedsters" 
going about, which I understood 
are very fast, military surveillance 
vehicles that carry 3 personnel. 
These vehicles had been stolen by 
the students, and teams from each 
university had a big race around the 
buildings. Glasgow’s Speedsters 
were 3rd and 6th; apparently faulty 
brakes were to blame.

After the big race, of which there 
were 3 rounds, they all went back 
to the boozer, and Glasgow led the 
way in showing the other competi­
tors for the silver bullion how to 
drink very large amounts quickly, 
and have an absolutely phe­
nomenal party.

Shock News
Shock news then developed that 

an ex-patriate Scot called Graeme 
Baxter had been helping to drive 
one of the Speedsters that had 
beaten Glasgow squares (I presume 
they mean very boring people) took 
him up in a plane they found lying 
about, and attempted airborne 
"Ring-a-ring-a-roses". This must 
have really scared the 8 involved as

eye-witnessed claimed they heard 
screams as the 8 "went down a 
track". Norris McWhirter has since 
informed the "Daily Whisky" that 
this is a new "Scottish Collegiate 
record" (the most Jock, square, stu­
dents in the air at one time, holding 
hands, for those that don’t know).

The "raid" was eventually made 
in the afternoon, and although 
some of the other universities man­
aged to get their hands on some of 
the smaller pieces of silver, Glas­
gow nabbed the largest and most 
valuable piece of silver the "Top­
cliffe Shield". It is so-called be­
cause historians believe that it was 
the very shield that "Saint Trevor 
Dobson" (a very old and very wise 
Commander In Chief) used when 
he slew a dragon on top of a local 
cliff.

Border Dash

(My research has shown that poor 
Saint Trevor had all his hair burnt 
off by the dragon during the fight, 
and it hasn’t grown back to this 
day.)

The illustrious "raid on Top­
cliffe" (as it shall go down in the 
annals of history) completed, the 
criminals made a dash for the bor­
der, but not before storming a local 
liquor house for4 bottles of bubbly 
to do a "Nigel Mansell" with (spray 
the champers, for those that don’t 
understand).

Well I hope everyone is clear on 
what went down at Topcliffe, as 
obviously B.D. Bolloni isn't. I can 
assure you though, that everyone 
had a great time, and i f  Tim and 
Saint Trev will let me jump again I 
think I ’ll have a go in one o f those 
speedsters.
Blue skies and fast vehicles

Glasgow’s Team getting the overall Prize from Trevor Dobson
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PARACHUTISTS OVER PHORTY 
SOCIETY

POPS
CORNER

I  sometimes think that POPS should stand for "pop­
ping overseas parachutists society" as I seem to be 

constantly writing of trips to some far flung land, and I 
am pleased to report that lots of our members are 
carrying our badge to various corners of the world, and 
are sending back stories of their exploits; so keep those 
articles flowing, and lets show the PUPS of the jumping 
scene what we get up to. To start the ball rolling a report 
from Graham St.Clair ex Hon Sec who is now... but 
more of that later.

Graham w rites:
In March, in a bid to avoid the tail end of our winter, Millie 

and I set off for some Florida sunshine and to attend the 21 st
Annual Winter POPS meet. A 
couple of days in Miami Beach set 
us up for the trip along the Gold 
Coast via Fort Lauderdale, Palm 
Beach, Fort Worth and on the Turn 
Pike to Clermont in central Florida, 
which was to be our base for the 
next nine days. Clermont is mid­
way between the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts, and about 45 minutes drive 
from the Orlando attractions.

Whilst in Clermont, we visited Ze- 
phyrhills, jumping at Skydive City 
and calling in at Phoenix and Titus- 
villes D.Z. which is near Cocoa 
Beach.

Towards the end of our second 
week, we moved on to Eustis for a 
three day stay. Umatilla, the venue 
for the POPS Meet, is some six 
miles north of Eustis and the home 
of Jim Godwin’s Paragator D.Z.
Jim has hosted the Winter Meet 
since 1972. Eighty three jumpers 
registered, and the three Cessnas 
made eighty four competition 
loads. In addition, Jim ’s Twin Otter, 
Paragator One made sixty fun 
loads.

If you have never jumped at Uma­
tilla, I guarantee that on your first 
lift you will spend the time counting 
the lakes that surround the airfield, 
including the one at the end of the 
runway.

It is however a very safe D.Z. 
There were no accidents or in­
juries, and no water jumps inten­
tional or otherwise. On the one mal­
function of the meet, in spite of the 
trauma of having to cut away, the 
stalwart concerned got into the pit 
on his reserve. Well, after all, it 
was a POPS accuracy meet.

On my PD 150 I managed to get 
into the pit on all four jumps, but 
could not compete with the Ameri­
cans on their home ground. The 
rule of the day was hit the disc,

Hit & Rock winner Dave Pusey surrounded by some of the POPS at
CCSPC

CYPRUS
'PARACHUTE*

CENTRE

■ P i P i i l P

Aim for the Best
^ S ^ S o n e
PARACHUTE SALES & SERVICE

Supporting the world of skydiving.
Call Victor or Virginia today. Use our tollfree number to place your order: (800) 877-7191

2095 Goetz Road, Perris, California 92570 
Tel: (714) 657-8260* Fax: (714) 657-8179

Visit both stores conveniently located directly on the drop zones at Perris and California City. 
2095 Goetz Road, Perris, CA 92570 •  5999 Curtiss Place, Unit A, California City, CA 93505

SQUARE ONE
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POPS MEETS
Date Place
19th to 20th September Peterborough

POPS WORLD MEET
17th to 21st November 1993 Florida, USA

with your heel, your knee, your elbow or you know what., and 
that is just what they did.

Seriously, the standard of jumping was high, as was the 
judging and the weather was superb.

On the Saturday night we gathered at the Eustis Civic Hall 
for a dinner and prize giving, a feature of U.S. POPS Meets is 
that all jumpers are asked to introduce themselves to the as­
sembly, Name, home town, state or country, number of jumps 
and number of Winter Meets attended. When my turn came I 
mentioned that this was my third Winter Meet, but since my 
last visit in 1983 we British POPS had been flying the flag in 
Belgium, Hong Kong, Australia, Hawaii, Canada and Ireland. I 
then said that a number of POPS from the U.K. were planning 
to attend the second World Pops Meet at Umatilla in Novem­
ber 1993 and were looking forward to meeting and jumping 
with the U.S.Pops. This last comment was well received. So if 
you fancy a holiday in Florida, sunshine, jumping and other at­
tractions on offer, then make up your mind to attend the meet. 
Once you have done that, the rest is easy....see you there.

And so onto our next report, a mass exodus to the 
beautiful island of Cyprus...

Eighteen POPS along with wives, husbands etc gathered 
bleary eyed very early on Sunday the 10th May at Luton air­
port. The plane was packed, but we all found a seat and were 
on our way. During the flight Charlotte had to go up to the 
flight deck to help the pilot plot his course. Amongst our group 
were Mike and Janine Van Beirs and Gerard Gunst from 
Belgium, we were all sorry that Sigrid Pradel from Germany 
could not be with us. We missed Sigrid and wish her a 
speedy recovery.

Monday dawned bright and clear, so it was up to Kingsfield 
for docs and kit check and into the Islander for some fun jump­
ing. Pete Shew did his qualifying cat eight jump, and then 
down to the beach / pool /  bar or any combination for the after­
noon, and that was the schedule for the next two weeks. The 
following evening after jumping swimming etc (it’s a hard life) 
most of us went to a Cypriot evening organised by Dave 
Pusey, lots of eating, drinking and dancing, a great time!

Wednesday, competition time, we started with the essential 
and popular Hit and Rock, great fun on any normal drop zone 
but as anyone who has jumped at CCSCP, knows, them 
thistles ain’t arf sharp! And so into the first round of the accu­
racy competition. Gliding took over in the afternoon so, (you 
guessed it,) it was down to the pool etc..

Next morning the early crowd got a quick RW load, then 
into the second and third rounds of accuracy. The winds and 
thermals are certainly different in Cyprus, and make for some 
interesting landings. The following day was loads of fun jump­
ing, both for us visiting POPS and local jumpers, Julie Shew, 
who went out a nervous five second delay, had by now pro­
gressed to positive 20 second with turns. Wonderful, what 
continuous blue skies and a positive attitude from the CCI will 
do!

During the afternoon we had our usual meet meeting, at 
which Lofty Thomas (TOP POP) suggested a change in of­
fice holding, ie that the Hon / Sec should become the TOP 
POP after doing a three year stint, new blood would thereby 
be introduced to regular intervals, and the Hon / Sec would 
be rewarded for hard work. The proposal was well received 
and given a overwhelming yes vote. It was decided that be­
cause of Graham’s hard work as previous Hon / Sec he 
should hold the title of TOP POP for the next Eighteen

months, and then into our new three year cycle, So we all 
changed hats and welcome our new TOP POP Graham 
St.Clair.

That evening was spent in the Manhattan, well known water­
ing hole to all jumpers who have visited Cyprus. For drinks, 
meal and prizegiving. Ex TOP POP Lofty Thomas thanked 
Scotty Milne for the wonderful welcome received at CCSPC 
and proceeded to speak of the past achievements of Scotty 
and wished him all the best for the future. At this point Lofty 
presented Scotty with his POPS badge and membership, yes 
he has now joined all us ancients. The rest of the week as­
sumed a pleasant pattern; jumping in the morning (I managed 
to do my 500th, a great eight way) followed by sitting by the 
pool or beach with a suitable beverage in hand. On the last fri- 
day we all gathered for our final meal together at which Gra­
ham performed his first official function by presenting our "per­
son of the meet" award, it went deservedly to Julie Shew, 
despite calling all experienced jumpers "people with out a 
proper parentage" for not telling her how scary the first dive 
exit was...and that was it! A superb place to visit if you fancy 
a laid back skydiving holiday, good accommodation, food and 
drink.

Results;
Hit and Rock... 1st Davy Pusey

2nd G. St.Clair
3rd B. Jones

Individual accuracy 1st B.Joss
2nd M. Allum
3rd N. Yonge

Team accuracy B.Joss
(winning team) M. Allum 

L. Burton
Langar Alternative Meet
At the alternative meet held at Langar on the Bank Holiday 

weekend Dick Gays and John Peck organised a handicap 
accuracy meet which was won by Mavis Smitherman with 
Roger Flavell second and John Peck third.

And now as usual a very warm welcome to our new member- 
s who are Michael Coleman, Roger Millington, Jo-Ann Mill- 
ingtton, Mickey Munn MBE, Scotty Milne, Christopher Jen­
kins and Mike Smith.

I finish off with a couple of quotes from the Cyprus meet; 
Dave Pusey "Yorky, can we have a slightly off spot" the six 
that landed over a mile away said "thanks Dave" (I think that’s 
what they said)
And from Dorcas when everybody was queuing up to use the 
POPS stamp, and were told they needed something firm to 
rest on said "use my bust"
Blue skies and soft landings

Michael Allum. Hon / Sec POPS UK

Peterborough____ j —
Parachiffe 
Centre 
Ltd

The Drink and Food licence at Sibson Air­
field becomes available in September. It is 
the sole right and includes a three bedroom 
bungalow.
Interested parties should apply to:

Charles Shelton
C.W.Shelton Ltd 
South Street 
Stanground 
Peterborough PE2 8EX
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F r e e b i r d  S k y d i v i n g
r ir e e b ir d  skydiving was born on the 

4th o f May 1992, although its con­
ception had taken place some nine 
months earlier (as is usually the way). It 
was delivered to its parents, Ali Christie, 
Louise Christie, and Chris Donaldson 
after a fraught pregnancy and trouble­
some labour. It is now alive and kicking 
and living in rural Lincolnshire.

Freebird is located at M anby, a fo r­
m er R A F airborne w arfare training es­
tablishm ent som e five m iles south east 
o f  Louth. The runw ays w ere rem oved 
som e years ago, leaving us w ith over 
three hundred acres o f  flat open grass, 
m ow n regularly and rolled. B asically, 
i t ’s a very big lawn! T he centre offers a 
tw o day static line course and Tandem . 
Progression to freefall and onw ards 
through the system  is heavily encour­
aged, as w e ’re very keen to nurture 
skydivers and prom ote ourselves as an 
all round parachuting centre and no t just 
a one jum p  factory. A  sm all bu t com pe­
tent R W  scene has already taken root.

V isitors are guaranteed an en thusi­
astic w elcom e. T here are no m em ber­
ship charges fo r v isitors and there is no 
charge for hire o f  equipm ent. A lthough 
the centre is run  on a com m ercial basis, 
the atm osphere is very m uch that o f a 
club, w ith everyone pulling  together to 
get things done. T here  is a w ell stocked 
canteen on site, barbecues m ost even­
ings and regular parties. W e d o n ’t have 
a bunkhouse as such, but bed and  break­
fast is available fo r £6 a n ig h t Y es, £6
a night! I t’s a c lub  called the C harter­
house, form erly the sergeants m ess, and 
is located about 400 yards from  the 
centre. It also has a bar that doesn ’t 
appear to close, but w e ca n ’t w ork  out 
if  th a t’s a good idea or not. T ents and 
caravans are w elcom e on site free of 
charge.

T he first tw o m onths o f  operation 
have been ever so slightly m arred  by

aircraft availability problem s. This has 
been due to  the late positioning o f our 
regular jum pship . N o -o n e’s fault, ju s t 
one o f those things. T he situation w ill 
certainly have been reso lved  by the 
tim e this goes to  print. F reebird  w ould 
like to take this opportunity to thank the 
D .Z. operators w ho have helped us out 
during this period. W e w ould  have been 
stuffed w ithout you. Ta. A lso, thanks to 
everyone, skydivers and sensible 
people alike, w ho helped us set up  and 
have rem ained
loyal throughout.
Y ou are too
num erous to nam e, 
but you know  who 
you are. I t’s hard  to 
keep a sense o f  h u ­
m our w hen y o u ’re 
nailing buildings 
together in a forty 
m ph w ind and driv-

W ell done m ate! K eep  it up. T here are 
plenty o f  people clu tching D /P  handles 
snapping at your heels.

A nyw ay, y ’all com e on dow n and 
see us. Y ou never know , A li m ight 
stand up and tell you a story, L ouise 
m ight pu t extra m ayonnaise on your 
tuna sandw ich, A lan  m ight lend you 
som e o f  h is cam ouflage m ake up, and 
I....w ell, I ju s t m ight.

Chris Donaldson.

ing rain.

A  special m en­
tion now  for Peter 
Jude, our first 
hom e grow n stu­
dent to go freefall.

Olympic Year Parachuting ‘92
Bay of Roses S p a i l l  
Costa Brava

AMPURIABRAVA SPORTS MARINA
P a ra c h u tin g  B a llo o n in g  F ly in g  S a ilin g  

H orse  R id in g  S k iin g  S k u b a  D iv in g  e tc .

APARTM EN TS & V IL L A S
HOLIDAY LETTING

2 - 1 0  People Self-Catering

Few  V a ca n c ies  now  for June July A u gu st  
(O ff-S e a so n  D isco u n t M ay, Sep t & (Jet)

Also Extensive Range of New and Used 
Studio Apartments and Villas For Sale

‘Phone/Fax Searle S.A. 0903 213749
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COMPETITIONS ROUND UP

C a n o p y
f o r m a t i o n  

m e e t  

L a n g a r
Well, was this a taste o f things 
to come? Not a single team had 
registered fo r  the first Canopy 
Formation Regional meet of  
1992 by the 9am deadline!!

border to Strathallan for the Northern Re­
gional.

On the Saturday the sun shone for most of the 
day, but there was also an ever-present wind 
of up to 30 mph.

Central Regional Canopy
Formation Meet 23-25 May 1992

Round 1 2 3 4 Total

Greg Cox still lives
Dave Fisher 7 10 8 3 38
Pat Hammond
Allan Hewitt
Dave Lewis

Cellmates
Kevin Monk 20 2 18 20 80
Rob Ward
Paul Speller
Trevor Ranns

Skytribe
Adrian Bowles 13 17 8 17 55
Chris Ware
Gary McGuinness
Justin Shane

With a little gentle persuasion by the judges, 
or should I say the entry forms were being 
thrust under peoples noses, 3 teams were 
brave enough to enter the competition - they 
were Greg Cox still lives!, Cellmates and 
Skytribe.

After a long discussion (!!!) between the jum­
pers and the judges it was decided to hold the 
competition over 4 rounds using the Regional 
Canopy Formation blocks.

The judging - was to take place through 
telemeters due to the fact that all of the BPA 
video equipment had been sent north of the

However, about 6pm this did drop off enough 
to compete before the end of the days jumping
- Greg Cox still lives and Skytribe gained 
views of uncharted land around Langar due 
to a strong upper wind which took them 
slightly off course!!

After the usual Saturday night in the local 
hostelry, Sunday morning dawned with 
blueskies and a slightly lower wind. With a 
spot being given from the ground because of 
the slightly hazy conditions for telemeter 
judging, we were able to complete the 3 
rounds.

The prizegiving - (with medals being 
awarded by an injured Dave Hickling - best 
not to ask!!) was held on the Sunday after­
noon, and then goodbyes were said so that 
Langar could return to normal and the teams 
could prepare for their next competition.

I would like to thank Langar for hosting the 
competition and the competitors for making 
it an enjoyable competition for myself and 
Amanda to judge.

Jackie Glover 
BPA Judge

Seagull Adventure 
Company

Seagull Adventure 
Company 
80 Burgass Road 
Thorney Wood 
Nottingham 
N63 6JL
Tel:0602 586 052

VISIONS 1 - OUT NOW ^
25 minutes long. Footage from: Vichy, Spain, Airtime in California 

European night record, and more. Price: £11 (+£1.50 p&p)

This is a must for your skydiving video library.
Also, out in August - VISIONS 2

(Will include footage from the 1992 F.S. Nationals)
Features on the Swiss Aerodium, Gap, the Langar Boogie etc. 35 minutes long.

Visions subscription price: £55 for 4 issues.
Fast moving and topical this series will build up to form a unique archive of the European skydi­
ving scene. At the introductory price for VISIONS 1 - £11 (+£1.50 p&p) Can y<ju afford NOT to

buy it??

Seagull Adventure Company. Air - to - Ground video systems for hire 
Production of specialist recruitment promotional and sponsorship videos; edited in the Seagull Studio

i

4



COMPETITIONS ROUND UP

Northern Regional 
R.W. Accuracy and 
style competition 
1992 and the Scot­
tish National Cham­
pionships
With 130 Competitors, 26 4-way 
Relative work teams, 11 Accuracy 
teams and fifteen people doing style 
this was the largest Scottish Champion­
ships ever. Competitors came from as 
far afield as Netheravon and Headcorn. 
With one Cessna 206, a Cessna 207 
and two Islanders we hoped that the 
competition would be completed. Un­
fortunately due to bad weather on Sat­
urday only two rounds in all disciplines 
were acheived.

The Friday practice day 
allowed the pre-meet 
speculation of the event­
ual winners to com­
mence. In the Accuracy 
H-Troop were the ob­
vious favourites in the 
team event recording on 
one jump a team score 
of 0.02cms. The individ­
ual Accuracy was more 
difficult for the bookies 
but the hope was that a 
local favourite such as 
Tim Andrewes or Ka­
therine Andrewes would

be in the running. Perhaps 
Harry Morgan could get his 
old form back. In the R.W. 
event the Red Devils were 
the clear favourites. The 
style event was more difficult 
to predict since most of them 
don’t talk about the jump 
afterwards.

The competition started with 
the Accuracy event. After 
round one Billy Somerville 
and Linda Rodgerson-Heath 
tied for the lead on 1cm. 
Steve Hastings, Carl Wil­
liams, Dave Ballard and Ri­
chard Buchan were all on 
2cms. A few of the hot fa­
vourites were out by this 
stage. Les Carroll dropped 
2.00m and Harry Morgan 
dropped nearly 200m due to

Accuracy-Men
(Senior)

Gold

Second... ...... Silv
Third .. Steve Hastings.... Bmz

Accuracy-women First........ ...Jane Buckle........ ....Gold
(Senior) Second... .. Cheryl Smythe.... ...... Slv

Third, .. Debbie Card........ .Brnz

Accuracy-Men First........ ...Andy Bremner..... .... Gold
(Intermediate) Second... .. Jimmy Jackson.... ..... Silv

Third

Style First........ ....Gold
(Senior) Second... ., Dave Ballard....... ..... Silv

Third Brnz

Style First........ ...Dave Trunks....... ...Gold
(Intermediate) Second,

Overall Indiv First........ ...Dave Ballard........ ....Gold
Second... .. Carl Williams...... ...... Silv
Third .. Jetf Chandler...... , ,Brnz

Best Scottish Competitior SSPA. Kath Andrewes.... ....Gold

Best Overall Lady Competitior...

H-Troop ■

Scottish Nationals 1992 - R.W.Team 
Senior Event

Scores

Team No Team Name Round 1 Round 2 Total Place
1 Swallow it 3 4 7 10th
2 U.S.M. 2 0 2
3 Sumo Wrestlers 3 K 7
4 Trio of Tarts 3 0 3
5 Mind the 

Balcony
6 5 11 6th

6 Ditch 7 5 6
7 Egg 3 3 12 4th
8 You Must be 

Joking
5 \ 0

9 Fandango 6 4 10 7th
10 Red Devils 12 14 26 1st
11 Quadriga 8 9 17 3rd
12 Nae Chuckies 4 3 7 10th
13 Chris Lyall 

For CCI
6 6 12 4th

14 Social Exiles 10 9 19 2nd
15 Lets Knock it 

on the Head
8 \ 8 9th

16 Double Vision 2 5 5 10 7th

1st Accuracy. Photo W Somerville

a spot courtesy of Tim An­
drewes - nice one Tim. In 
round two of the Accuracy 
Billy Somerville dropped 
0.08 and Linda dropped 
1.85. Steve Hastings and 
Carl Williams scored 1cm 
and Dave Ballard scored the 
only disc of the competition. 
Dave Ballard won the accu­
racy with Carl Williams sec­
ond after a jump off with 
Steve Hastings who was 
third.

In the Senior R.W. event the 
‘Red Devils' scored 12 on 
round one. The nearest team 
to them was t'Social Exiles' 
on 10 points. There were two 
teams on 8 points, ‘Quad­
riga ' and ‘Lets Knock it on the 
head’ with ‘Egg’ another

local team on 7 points. In round 
two the Red Devils pulled further 
into the lead with 14 points. So- 
cial Exiles and Quadriga both 
scored 9 points. Lets knock it on 
the head were somewhat unfor­
tunate in round two since, due to 
a mix up, they exited the plane 
so far away that they could not 
be judged and were offered a 
rejump. They appeared to have 
done nine points but declined a 
rejump and true to their name 
left to go to the pub.

Thanks to everyone who helped 
organize the competition, es­

pecially the Scottish Parachute Club for 
use of their excellent facilities and to all 
the judges who made it possible to com­
plete so much of the competition des­
pite the hazy conditions. Thanks also 
go to all the pilots especially Andy and 
Ewan from Fife Parachute Centre and 
Ronnie Groat for the provision of their 
Islanders and to Sandra at the Star 
Hotel for putting up with us for yet an­
other year.

Finally thanks to all the helpers, mani- 
festors and canteen staff during the 
competition. Hope to see everyone next 
year when we hope to have air-to-air 
judging for the R.W. and by the looks of 
it more aircraft.

Billy Somerville

(PTOfor ‘Part2 ’...Ed)
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Kentish invasion of 
Scotland ‘92
After yet another successful Scottish 
Campaign in ‘91 two members of ‘Why 
Us?’ (Vertigo) decided to persuade 
some fellow Headcornites to invade the 
provinces again.

In preparation for this campaign a brief 
foray across the channel was made but 
the duties of the Veteran campaigners 
meant that it was the ‘youngsters’ who 
actually managed some practice dives, 
alternating funnels from the Porter with 
funnels from the Otter!!

Suitably prepared, they persuaded an­
other group of lunatics ‘ Fit to Drop’ to do 
their first full team jump in round one of 
the competition... well if they will jump 
with the CCI what can they expect?

Having arrived in Scotland on Practice 
day ‘Fit to Drop’ were still without Jane 
Buckle so Veteran Dave stood in whilst 
Veteran Pete videoed the youngsters of 
‘Why Us?’ But when he realised where 
they were he pulled high enough to 
practice accuracy whilst the rest of the 
team practiced walking! (Very nice 
countryside around Strathallan!)

A quick trip to Edinburgh fol­
lowed to collect Jane and watch 
a pub fight (Hospitable these 
Scots!)

Scottish Nationals 1992 - R.W.Team

Then the competition 
dawned...or rather lots of dirt 
diving, accuracy practice off the 
fan trainer, loads of tea, watch­
ing the videos etc until it was 
time to go to the pub.... it is 
probably better to draw a veil 
over the events of Saturday 
night....if I could remember 
them they are sure to be embar­
rassing...just let it be a lesson to you not 
to let the duck and the lager lout near a 
disco...

Sunday dawned and it was time for the 
Veterans of ‘Why Us?’ to show their 
skills in Accuracy... Pete was grateful 
for a rejump in round two after finding it 
difficult to reach the pad from the car 
park.

Still it was good enough to get the 
bronze in spite of Frank Davis’s sterling 
effort to prove he had lost none of his 
old skills (Perhaps we should have lent 
him to H Troop or The Mustgetbeers??)

Three of the delegation then decided

S cores. Intermediate Event
Team No Team Name Round 1 Round 2 Total Place
1 M.I.R.V.S. 1 \ 1
2 Indiana 2 2 4
3 Captain Free-fall 3 4 7 1st

& the Sky Lords
4 Team L.F.B. 3 1 4
5 Carolyn 4 0 4
6 Partial Recall 4 3 7 1st
7 Run away Mind 3 3 6 2nd
8 Sonic Boom 0 \ 0
9 Why Us? 3 3 6 2nd
10 Fit to Drop 3 3 6 2nd

Scottish Nationals 1992 Results
Event Place Team name Competitors

R.W.4-way 2nd Why Us? I.Jannette Walton... Silv
RW.4-way 1st Red Devils 1.Chris Allen.......... . Gold 2.Joe Foxwell.......... Silv
(Senior) 2.Dave Alexander. Gold 3.Dave Trunks........ Silv

3.Jason Grime...... . Gold 4,James Baird....... Silv
4.Luke Taylor....... Gold 5,Pet Sizer............. Silv
5. Dave Mitchell.... .. Gold

R.W.4-way 2nd Fit to Drop 1 Phil Crawford...... Silv
RW.4-way 2nd Social Exiles I.Andy Pook.......... .. Silv 2.Phil Cosgrove..... Silv

2.Trevor Cannell... ... Silv 3.Steve Fairbraws... Silv
3.Dave Sharp....... ... Silv 4.Jane Buckle........ Silv
4.John Stafford..... .. Silv 5.............................. Silv
5.K. Gibson.......... ... Silv

Team Accuracy 1st H -Troop 1.Debbie Card.... Gold
RW.4-way 3rd Quadriga.. 1.Billy Somerville... ... Bmz 2.Dave Ballard.... Gold

2.Mike Strachan.... ... Brnz 3.Les Carroll....... Gold
3.Doug Malcolm.... ... Brnz 4,Jeff Chandler.... Gold
4.Felicity Martin.... ... Brnz 5.Carl Williams.... Gold
5.Richard Buchan Brnz Team Accuracy 2nd Mustgetbeers 1. James Frith........ Silv

RW.4-way 1st Partial Recall 1.Alistair Fortune... ... Gold 2,John Smythe...... Silv

(Intermediate) 2.Julie Michie.......
3.Pete Mitchell.....

Gold 
... Gold

3.Cheryl Smythe 
4.Steve Hastings....

Silv
Silv

4.C. Manning........ ... Gold 5.Bob Charters....... Silv

5............................. .. Gold Team Accuracy 3rd Why Us? I.Pete Sizer............. Brnz
2,Jane Buckle....... Brnz

RW.4-way 1st Capt FF & 1 Tony Butler........ .. Gold 3.Dave Crowhurst.. Brnz
(Intermediate) The sky Lords 2.Colin Jones....... Gold 4 Frank Davis....... Brnz

3.Elaine France.... . Gold 5.Andy Gibson..... Brnz
4.Annette Wlmson. . Gold
5............................. .. Gold Overall Team 1st Quadriga 1 .Billy Somerville.... Gold

2.Mike Strachan..... Gold
RW.4-way 2nd Run away I.John Baggalay... ... Silv 3.Doug Malcolm..... . Gold

Mind Train 2.Andy Abbess..... .. Silv 4 Felicity Martin...... . Gold
3.Lisa Crewe........ .. Silv 5.Richard Buchan.... . Gold
4.Gary Lawrie....... .. Silv
5 ............................. .. Silv Overall Team 2nd Egg 1 Brian Robertson... Silv

2.Dave Bums........... . Silv
3.Collin Bridges...... . Silv
4,Dave Connolly..... . Silv
5.Kevin McPhillips . Silv

that Style could be good for a laugh... 
some more laughable than others... OK 
so the door’s on the wrong side... any­
one can go unstable...

Well two medals and a zap came from 
that little foray, so that just left what we 
came for....4 Way RW (Formation 
Skydiving or whatever its called these 
days - showing my age again).

What do you mean I am the alter­
nate/coach/cameraman?!! There’s 
gratitude...so the two veterans went off 
in search of senior teams leaving the 
Intermediates to fight it out....

Well I don’t know who actually won but 
I think that nice Mr. Butler had some­

thing to do with it... but it 
was all very close with ‘Fit 
to Drop’ and ‘Why Us?’ 
being one point behind 
the Joint Winners (along 
with some nice people 
with some thing worrying 
them about a train?).

So medals 
then....

all round

In the absence of some 
real competition (Why 
Us? being Intermediate 
this year!) The Freds 
scraped a win in the Sen­
ior RW.

Another quiet night in 
The Star before a dawn 
retreat via Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Cark, London 
(Own up, just who was 
map reading?) and finally 
to Headcorn.

Thanks SPC and 
we will be back....

SSPA

Peter Sizer D5745
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Headcorn Speed- 
Eight ‘92
With the sun shining, cameramen 
ready, and eleven teams registered the 
competition was off to a flying start.

Experience ranged from 84 - 4500 
jumps so a handicap system had been 
introduced with the four most experi­
enced teams needing to build; In-Out, 
donut-cross, open facing diamond, and 
bipole-donut, and the less experienced 
teams building; star, double zipper, 
snowflake, and double diamond.

The original idea was to lock the door 
on Symbiosis Suits and put the key on 
the tail plane, but the Chief Judge, Julie 
Allen, thought this was being unreason­
able harsh.... I think it will be considered 
again next year!

After the first round it looked like the 
handicap system was working well with 
Please Stop The Bus And Let My 
Brother Jack Off completing in a rea­
sonable time and only Symbi Suits of 
the experienced completing, Where’s 
Your Dytter Ronnie? were a little over 
enthusiastic in their pairs turning and 
just failed to pick up the last grip. 
Ramming Speed demanded a rejump 
after they bounced ‘gently’ off one of the 
team and they didn’t complete, they did 
not complete the rejump either but 
that’s the way it goes. Team Fire looked 
the part in their Demo gear but strug­
gled a bit due to lack of experience, but 
no lack of enthusiasm.

The second round conti­
nued in similar vein but 
this time Stop The Bus 
decided to have a fast 
falling base.... nice stand 
up Billy!! This let the ex­
perienced Adolfs Child 
and Dytter catch up with 
completions.

The Return Of The Un­
touchables (last years 
wooden spoon winners) 
were looking a different 
team this year, getting 
very close to completing 
in time.... well they had 
me worried!!

Symbiosis Suits.....Third point? Photo by Ian Thomas.

2nd Place Team "Adolfs Child". Photo by P. Sizer

Allison’s team organized a great party 
in the village hall...bar, food, disco,... 
and the video of the days jumps... quite 
a few people owed the Telethon box 
50p for various offenses, I hope you 
paid up folks?

Sunday dawned warm but cloudy which 
gave the competitors a chance to re­
cover and the students a chance to 
jump. Three people managed to fit in 
their first freefall in the middle of the 
rounds. Well done folks.

Once the competition was underway 
again Air Traffic held two lifts at 3500’ 
but a quick phone call and the nice men 
let all the rest get to 8000’ without any 
more trouble.

Stop The Bus came close but not close 
enough, Adolfs Child squeezed an 
open facing diamond just in time to lie 
second behind Symbi Suits.

Ariel Sluts (in­
cluding three C 
License jumper- 
s) finally got all 
eight people 
holding hands... 
pity it was not 
the right forma­
tion though., 
back to the 
drawing board!

In the fourth 
round Symbi 
Suits kept it in­
teresting by 
doing THE for­
mation as a sec­
ond point and

cutting it fine!! But they still went home 
with the gold (another handicap needed 
next time!)

Adolfs Child made sure of second 
place, but Ariel Sluts last minute chal­
lenge (last team in the air) was only 
good enough to secure fifth place (but 
they were still buzzing at completing in 
21 seconds and finishing with a disc for 
good measure!)

Some of the exits were really tight, and 
for the most part the tracking and safety 
awareness were excellent.

Some of the dockings were breathtak­
ing, some worked and some did not and 
those in each category know who I am 
talking about. And it was not always the 
least experienced that were at fault - 
sometimes fast is very slow!

The video never lies! (unless it stars me 
of course....). There were many more 
eight ways built than were shown on the 
scoreboard... next year just build them 
in under 25 seconds...

Stop The Bus lead the less experienced 
teams and took the bronze and in case 
you are wondering... The Untouchables 
did not live up to their name and came 
in sixth, well done guys!

I think it is safe to say that once again 
this was a successful and fun competi­
tion for club members and visitors alike, 
thanks for coming folks and see you all 
at the LAC Meet in September.

Pete Sizer

headcorn ^  
parachute club

. -
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British National 
Championships 
Style and Accuracy
This years nationals were hosted by the 
Scottish Parachute Club at Strathallan, 
the first time the event has been held in 
Scotland.

1992 is the on year for style and accu­
racy with the World Championships 
being held in August in Austria and the 
jumpers competing for a place on the 
British team all arrived in time to take 
advantage of the practice day before 
the competition started.

The weather was perfect and everyone 
was able to do as many jumps as they 
wanted before registration in the eve­
ning.

After the usual short briefing on Satur­
day morning the drifter load took off at 
9 o’clock with Doug showing everyone 
how easy it is to hit the pad on a blue- 
track!! With only five teams the clubs 
two Cessnas soon had them churning 
out. There was a natural break between 
rounds while everybody packed and it 
kept the club jumpers happy as they got 
a quick lob in. Three rounds of Accuracy 
were completed by lunchtime and with 
beautiful blue skies the decision was 
made to start the Style competition.

The pilots did an excellent job flying 
down-wind run-ins for the ground to air 
video especially considering the 206 
pilot had never done it before. The ca­
mera operators also did an excellent job 
and nobody was missed on video or 
needed to rejump because of drift.

In between jumps there was ample time 
to relax in the sunshine and top up 
sun-tans as it was hot enough for bikinis 
and shorts.

Three rounds of Style were finished by 
tea-time and the competitors retired for 
the day to quaff some well-earned beer 
while the club jumpers made the most 
of the rest of the sunny evening.

Sunday dawned quite misty but as the 
day warmed up it soon burned off and 
the Accuracy competition got under 
way again. With higher winds than the 
previous day, fortunes started to 
change. Strathallan is notorious for its 
erratic and difficult wind conditions and 
this day saw them going from flat calm 
to limits then back down again within a 
matter of seconds.

Les Carroll showed his 
class by stamping
discs with seeming 
ease while the rest of 
the competitors were 
having all sorts of prob­
lems, with some even 
missing the pit.

Four rounds of Accu­
racy and the final of the 
style were jumped until 
the sea mist stopped 
jumping after covering 
the drop-zone at an 
alarming rate. How­
ever, with only three 
rounds of the competi­
tion still to be jumped 
most people were 
pretty content (remem­
ber the weather at 
Weston last year)!!

A short break in the cloud and drizzle 
on Monday allowed just enough time for 
the eighth round of Accuracy and the 
completion of the team event. As ex­
pected ‘H’ Troop won the team event 
with half the score of the following two 
teams.

The competition was completed on the 
Tuesday with the individual semi-final 
and final rounds again bringing mixed 
fortunes as Steve Hastings missed the 
pad and Tim Andrewes and Les Carroll 
both finished on two discs apiece. Les 
produced the best ever performance by 
a competitor at the Nationals with a total 
of eight discs (should have been nine 
but he was given a rejump on one after 
the wind went over the top and picked

Results
1992 National Champion - Les Carroll 3rd - Katherine Andrewes

Mens Accuracy Total (10 rounds) Womens Overall
1st - Les Carroll 0.04 1 st - Esther Reynolds
2nd - Tim Andrewes 0.26 2nd - Francesca Shashkova
3rd - Dave Ballard 0.33 3rd • Debbie Card

Mens Style Intermediate Accuracy Total (8 rounds)
1 st - Les Carroll 1 s t-Rob Roy 13.78
2nd - Carl Williams 2nd - John Smith 33.63
3rd - Jeff Chandler Intermediate Style

Mens Overall 1st - Rob Roy

1st - Les Carroll 2nd - John Smith

2nd - Dave Ballard Intermediate Overall
3rd - Tim Andrewes 1st - Rob Roy

Womens Accuracy Total (10 rounds) 2nd - John Smith

1 st - Esther Reynolds 0.27 Novice Accuracy Total
2nd - Debbie Card 0.40 1 st - Mark "Zippy” Robinson 59.09
3rd - Cheryl Smyth 0.51

Team Accuracy Total (8 rounds)
Womens Style 1 st - Army ‘H’Troop 0.77
1st - Francesca Shashkova 2nd - Must Get Beers 1.38
2nd - Esther Reynolds 3rd - Scottish Parachute Club 1.52

up a 0.02 on the rejump). It was enough 
to confirm his place as National Cham­
pion for the second year running.

The Star Hotel in Auchterarder was a 
very noisy and drunken place that eve­
ning and special thanks must go to 
Sandra and Doc Flynn for an excellent 
barbecue (and to Bob King for running 
up and down the stairs with all the saus­
ages).

The prize-giving was held on Wednes­
day morning with most of the silver­
ware going to Les and Ladies champion 
Esther Reynolds.

It was nice also this year to see inter­
mediate and novice competitors who all 
put on very good performances and 
seemed to enjoy the experience as 
well. Hopefully we will see some more 
of them in the future.

Thanks must go to the Scottish Para­
chute Club and its staff for the hard work 
they put in both before and during the 
meet, to the judges and video operators, 
and to all the competitors who made this 
years Nationals a very successful, en­
joyable and hassle-free event.

Lastly, thanks to Prof. Tony Make­
peace, who although he was not pres­
ent was responsible for making sure the 
pads, anemometer and computer were 
available and serviceable.

Hope to see you all next year where- 
ever the nationals may be.

Katherine Andrewes D7134

m

Individual winners from left to right: Intermedi­
ate - Rob Roy, Men - Les Carroll, Women - Es­

ther Reynolds, Novice - Mark Robinson.
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How to improve your level of skydiving
We have all seen or heard o f them. We 
may have even been lucky enough to 
have jum ped with one o f  them or at least 
bought them a beer! They make skydi­
ving look like child’s play.

They jump two, three or possibly four times 
more than us and clock up hours in free-fall 

while we are adding up our minutes and 
seconds! Sky-gods: love them or hate them, 

either way you probably envy them. Piras, 
Jefferies, Degayardon, Manos and the rest 

of the "close to 1000 jumps a year" club 
definitely know how to skydive, they are 
skydiving’s "elite". But just because you 

only jump in a year what these guys do 
before Easter doesn’t mean that you can’t 
excel in your particular form of jumping. 

Your are in charge of your destiny! Sooner 
or later those guys are going to go into 

retirement and that’s going to mean some 

empty slots!

Sky-gods: love them or 
hate them, either way 

you probably envy them

Basically there are 3 ways to improve your 
skydiving.

1) Skydive more often, combining the use 
of video and proper debriefs.

2) Invest in a wind tunnel, spend lots of time 
in one or alternatively apply for a job as a 

Tunnel Instructor!

3) Use your spare time intelligently!

The first option is a pretty sound one, more 
and more jumpers are discovering the 

benefits associated with air-to-air video and 
relative work coaches. There are however 

a couple of problems here; firstly, it is not 
a cheap option though in the long run it is, 
and secondly, it is not always easy finding 

like-minded individuals who are willing to 
make the same group jumping commit­

ment.

The second option is fine if you want to do 
mainly freestyle skydiving. While it’s true 

you can polish up your basic R.W. skills 
like boxification, turns in place and fall rate 

changes, the potential of actually perfor­
ming relative work with other flyers is well, 
let’s just say limited. Also this option is not 

particularly cheap, since you don’t have to 
pack or take time consuming rides to alti­

tude you generally fly more in the tunnel 
than realistically you would spend jump­
ing.

The third option is extremely viable and is 
accessible to every skydiver regardless of 
their skill level. Instead of spending the 
week indoors or down at the local why not 
spend some time cross training your skydi­
ving. It’s cheap and can also be great fun! 
Cross training is nothing new. Intelligent 
sportsmen and women make it an essential 
part of their training regime.

So, if cross training is so beneficial why 
don ’ t all skydivers do it? Well some do, the 
majority of the best skydivers in the world 
do some form of cross training to assist their 
performances even if it is just some light 
stretching in the morning prior to jumping. 
However for a great many skydivers 
stretching or doing an ounce of physical 
work to help their skydiving is an unnecess­
ary chore. After all, "skydiving is meant to 
be fun isn’t it?" Yes, unfortunately due to 
the nature of the sport skydiving attracts

some of the laziest individuals around. 
After all the most energetic part of a 
skydive is the packing afterwards and no­
wadays you can "even" pay a packer to do 
that for you! Physical conditioning or 
powerful muscles are not essential to 
become a skydiver.

Quick thinking, 
co-ordination and body 

awareness is what is 
required to become a 
proficient skydiver

Quick thinking, co-ordination and body 
awareness is what is required to become a 
proficient skydiver. Quite simply, the better 

an individual knows his or her body the 
more chance that person will have at per­

forming well in their particular form of 
skydiving. Superior body control is one of 
the main ingredients for successful skydi­

ving. This is where cross training is of great 
benefit. In between jumping weekends or 

out of season, a wise jumper should try 
participating in sporting activities that will 
have an indirect benefit on their skydiving. 
I have listed various activities that I person­
ally have done, or currently do, to aid my 
own skydiving but their are many others 
which are probably of equal benefit.

r \ A i r M c i s t e r s
PAIMCHUTC SCHOOL, INC.
Tandem Jumps 
UURRP Instruction

RFF Instruction 
Student Gear Rentals

Primary and Rdvanced Relative Work Instruction 
Phone (813) 788-5591 Fox (813) 783-1339

lo c a te d  a t

Zephurhills Parachute Center
P.O. Box 1889 Zcphyrhills, FI 33539
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Martial Arts

The martial arts are particularly good for 
achieving discipline, body control, flexi­
bility and muscle conditioning. The only 
problem I found here was the seriousness of 
the sport as you progress higher up the 
grades may interfere with your primary ob­
jective.

Aerobics

This is of great benefit to your overall fit­
ness especially your cardio-vascular sys­
tem. It also aids loss of unnecessary fat and 
improves co-ordination and rhythm. If you 
don’t fancy going along to a properly run 
class then try one of the many videos avail­
able through the high street stores.

Arnold Schwarzenegger 
took some ballet to aid 

his posing routine whilst 
training for the Mr 

Olympia.

Dance

There are as many different types of dance 
classes as there are different forms of skydi­
ving. Whilst you may feel a "prat" prancing 
around the dance floor, just remember how 
great you feel when you throw a back-in 
five feet away from it’s proper place! Free- 
stylists who wish to improve on their form 
and body control may want to consider 
adult ballet lessons. Incidentally Arnold 
Schwarzenegger took some ballet to aid his 
posing routine whilst training for the Mr. 
Olympia.

Water-skiing

This is of great benefit to the lower half of 
your body as poor control with your legs 
will inevitably end up with you "wiping 
out". All forms of skydiving require a high 
proportion of movement with your legs so 
therefore any type of sport that places a 
large emphasis on leg control is going to be 
helpful.

Trampolining

I am a firm believer that with the exception 
of the wind tunnel, the trampoline is a free­
style skydiver’s ultimate training aid.

Together with a coach you will be able to 
execute moves which can then be trans­
ferred to an aerial environment. Orientation 
on looping and rotations will also be streng­
thened. Relative workers benefit too from 
the extra leg awareness they will achieve 
whilst trampolining.

Stretching

This should be performed as often as 
possible and at least on the morning prior to 
jumping. Through stretching you increase 
suppleness, range of movement and help 
prevent straining and tearing of muscle 
tissue. Your routine should cover all your 
muscle groups particularly the lower back, 
neck and hamstrings. Several 20-minute 
sessions during the week will deliver excel­

lent results over a period of time.

As I previously mentioned, these are just a 
few examples of relevant cross-training ac­
tivities. There are many others. Remember 
though, as with your skydiving try and 
make it fun. So if you take your skydiving 
seriously and can’t afford to skydive every 
day, then consider cross-training. Given 
time I’m sure you won’t be disappointed 
with the results.

Chris Gauge

Chris Gauge D8470 is a relative work in­
structor at the Cornwall Parachute Centre 
and is currently involved in cross-training 
to help his free-style skydiving and sky-sur­
fing■

HAND MADE IN THE FINEST 
CUSTOM LEATHER WITH 
FASTEX FASTENER AND...

OPTIONAL ; DYTTER HOLES & 
PATTERNED LININGS.

SEND OR CALL FOR FORM TO;

RICHARD LINE (HATS) E  Visa
57 c a p e l  f o r e s t  g a t e  #  Mastercard
LONDON E7 OJP Q

t e l :  081 5550247 «  Eurocard

Chris Gauge performing freestyle over Majorca. Photo by Kevin Harmer
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It all started with a Tee Shirt. Fran Gran- 
non, through her sister Justine’s con­
nections in Moscow where she works 
as an interpreter, was invited to train in 
Russia with the Russian Accuracy team 
at a place called Serpukhov which is 
about 80 miles south of Moscow.

Off she went last year 
with her excess baggage 
which included some Tee 
Shirts and badges from 
the London Parachute 
School. From that visit 
came an invitation for 
LPS to send up to 12 per­
sons on a sporting ex­
change visit. The offer 
then came through, offi­
cially State backed with 
the added incentive that 
once the air-fares were 
paid, all transport, food, 
accommodation and "cul­
tural exchanges" (para­
chuting) were found by 
our hosts. The date for April ’92 was set 
and various people volunteered them­
selves. Most like myself never expected 
it all to be free, the fact that you "don’t 
get nuthin for nuthin" well etched into 
most of our minds.

There were a few name changes with 
the final 9 confirmed to travel being 
Penny Lynch, Tom Ayerst, Rob Roy, 
Bernard Agopian, Adam Perry, Ken 
Langstone, Pete Nicholls, Dave For­
ster, Dick Barton and myself, Our ex­
pertise ranged from Cat-3 on Aeroconi- 
cal to D licence holders.

Fran and Justine were already in Rus­
sia, but no longer called Gannon. As 
they have both now married Russian 
Skydivers they are now called some­
thing elski - but my memory and spelling 
can’t handle their names anyway.

The Iron Curtain may well be down but 
now the Paperwork Curtain is well es­
tablished and living safely in the Rus­
sian Embassy, London. Despite this we 
managed to have all the documentation 
and air tickets in order by the Thursday 
prior to Easter Monday, our off day.

Hosts and guests pose by the Antonov 2 (note the pilot’s chic headgear) 
Photo by Bernard Agopian

The BA flight from Heathrow was only 
half full and one of the air hostesses 
turned out to be a past student of LPS 
and another one an old flame of one of 
our team so the flight, you might say, 
went well beyond the courtesy that the 
Ads offer!!

We were met at the airport by Fran, 
Justine and about six members of the 
Russian ‘delegation’ who hustled us 
into a 1950’s designed bus and we 
started our 2.5 hour journey to Serpuk­
hov. The sights of Moscow receded and 
we were soon into Russia proper which 
has a general air of disrepair and ne­
glect with everything grey, and waiting 
to be finished off.

The camp which was about to become 
home from home turned out to be an old 
Military camp which housed about 20

parachutists and drivers. Other than a 
few buildings, 3 Antonov-2 aircraft, 
about 30 YAK 52 Stunt training ‘planes 
and 3 Mi2 Helicopters the place was 
very run down and appeared to have 
had no maintenance since VE day.

There was a simple toilet arrangement 
in the woods which con­
sisted mainly of a hole in 
the ground with a wooden 
structure around it - the 
ladies was much better - it 
had a door. The only 
shower unit was about 
100m away from our ac­
commodation and con­
sisted of 1 room with 3 
shower roses and duck 
boards on the floor. The 
water was hot because 
there was a man whose 
job it was to get it hot. No 
one had ever thought of 
employing anyone over 
the past 10 years to clean 

the place - but with one light bulb and 
lots of steam, who could see anyway? 
That was the down side - but all the rest 
was definitely up.

The Russians really put themselves out 
and the welcome feast, (and feast it was 
when we found out the normal availa­
bility and standard of food), was 
tremendous. We had hand shakes and 
Vodka, speeches and Vodka, food and 
Vodka, more speeches, toasts and 
Vodka, a barbecue Kebab party and 
Vodka, much talking (with phrase- 
books) and Vodka and finally we had 
some Vodka to finish off the evening. It 
would be true to say that one or two 
people were not exactly well at the end 
of the night and if I could remember 
anything I would probably tell you who!!

Owing to the weather and a certain
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amount of whether or not, there was no 
jumping the first morning. Breakfast 
had been a non event as the food can­
teen was about 4 miles away in the 
nearest town. Meals all consisted of 
weak, milkless tea, an undetermined 
fruit juice, a soup, a fritter (probably 
fried mince and bread) on a bed of 
pasta and a chunk or two of bread. It 
didn’t really matter what time of day you 
went for a meal it was generally the 
same - but on the other hand the meal 
would only cost about 15 Roubles 
(roughly 6p). So, enough said about 
that, apart from the point that our hosts 
gave each one of us 800 Roubles to pay

The canopy responded well in the sky 
and there was a comment made about 
Penny’s accuracy improving tremen­
dously from her normal Square canopy
- whoops!

In defence of that comment I shall re­
port that Alex, a Russian jumper, 
jumped my Sabre - the first time in his 
life he had ever seen one, and landed 
a 3cm score on the pad whilst I am quite 
pleased just to get in the pit now and 
then.

We were the first non Soviet Block 
sports people they had ever seen in 50

long ride and gentle landings - Not re­
ally what I would describe as steerable 
though. The price to the individual for all 
this attention was about 50 Roubles 
(60p) per student, unless you were 
sponsored by the military and then it 
was free. Their progression rate was 
very slow as over 150 jumps had to be 
completed before being allowed off the 
dope rope. One of the instructors (of PI 
status) had been parachuting for 3 
years, his log book showed almost daily 
multiple entries leaving him with a total 
of about 900 jumps at that time. None 
of them were from a greater height of 
2000m (about 6200’) - so the learning

Flight line Brief for Students - Winter and Spring

for our food during our stay. If you con­
sider that an average Russian’s 
monthly wage is about 1000 - 1200 
Roubles (£6 - £7.50) it shows how well 
we were being looked after.

After lunch on the first day jumping 
began. The sky cleared enough for us 
to get 4000’ - 6000’ and dodging the 
snow storms we all got a couple or three 
in. All except Dave who being our 
‘Round Canopy free fall student’ had to 
wait for lesser winds.

There was a lot of swapping equipment 
and trying each others rigs. Penny 
Lynch was the first ‘Brit’ to go onto a 
Russian YT-15C, student free fall rig. It 
was a front and back set up with the 
main canopy being very similar to a 
Paracommander. It had a fail-safe pin 
operated AAD, activated by static line 
on exit. The idea being that you pull the 
handle before the AAD does it for you.

years existence as a Sports Club. 
Friendships were well established that 
day and we steadily progressed 
through to Style, accuracy and RW, 
gaining max altitude whenever we 
asked for it. 12500’ in an Antonov-2 
takes a little time but at least there were 
seats and room to move. We also all got 
a chance to fly, or steer, the aircraft as 
our hosts were very keen to let us have 
a go at everything.

The camp was on the edge of the DZ 
so we just walked out to the pit at about 
10am daily to start the days jumping. 
The DZ was totally flat and about half 
the size of Surrey. It is used daily for 
accuracy training and student instruc­
tion. A first jump course was run during 
our stay so we were all kept interested 
and sometimes amused by the simi­
larities in our training. Their equipment 
was very big, bulky and quite old, but 
the canopy (round) gave the students a

process went both ways.

During the stay most of us achieved 
25-28 jumps and Dave on his Aeroconi- 
cal managed 14. We also got a 20-30 
minutes flip trip each in one of the YAK 
52 stunt planes. An experience not to 
be forgotten. Everyone thoroughly en­
joyed this unusual treat. Vladimir, the 
boss of the Aero club was determined 
to impress me with his flying - and he 
succeeded. There is no way I will ever 
become a jet fighter pilot!!

We spent two days sightseeing, one 
day intentionally in Moscow where we 
did the sights - and MacDonalds, and 
one day wiped out by weather, around 
the local high spots. You know, like 
Churches, Monasteries, Museums, 
more Churches. You don’t see many 
bars, discos and eating places out in the 
hinterland. Our night time activities con­
sisted mainly of very complicated ex­
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planations of "Shit, there I w as" stories 
told by using English/Russian phrase 
books, a lot of eye contact between 
some of the Russian girl ‘sportsmen’ 
and a couple of our ‘well into fraterniza­
tion’ male members (whoops, wrong 
word again). Anyway, owing to loyalty 
and bribery they will remain nameless. 
Also the inevitable contest between us, 
trying to convert the ‘other side’ to our 
National Tipple, beer, whilst they could­
n’t understand that Vodka makes the 
novices fall over.

There was one other activity that war­
rants comment on its own. The Russian 
Sauna. Fortunately there was no snow 
available to roll in at the time but the 
image burned (good choice of words) 
into my memory is of myself and Ber­
nard wearing nothing but sweat, woolly 
bobble hats and a look of disbelief 
whilst being assaulted by a 6’4" naked 
Russian, also wearing a bobble hat, 
beating seven bells out of us with half a 
pine tree and telling us it was doing us 
good. If only we had a camera - but the 
film would have melted.

The last day of the programme was, if 
possible, a climax to it all. The weather 
by this time had turned sunny and hot. 
We were all very relaxed, with each 
other, doing lots of RW or what ever 
else you fancied. The aircraft would do 
a run in at whatever height you required 
(up to 13500’ that day) and everyone 
was keen to get as many variations in 
their log books before we finished.

At the end of the day we had a "Friend­
ship jump" with 7 Russians and 7 Brits 
(my apologies to Bernard ‘Le Frog’) all 
exiting on one pass down the DZ at 
4500’, all under canopy by 4000’, 3 
seconds between our exits 5 second 
delay on opening. 14 canopies in the 
sky together with the aircraft flying 
around the perimeter of us waggling his 
wings in greeting.

After we had packed up it was time for 
us to lay out our farewell feast for our 
hosts, food we had brought on our day 
trip to Moscow at the tourist hard cur­
rency Supermarket (pay in US Dollars 
only). We started to prepare the meal,

we mainly being Rob Roy (ex Chef), 
and Adam Perry, but very soon the 
Russian ladies threw us out of the Kit­
chen and got on with it. The spread was 
fantastic. There were foods the Rus­
sians had never seen before and some 
which we had seen before though never 
as artistically presented - so we all un­
ashamedly destroyed it. Another night 
similar to our first night, with lots of 
speeches (one from me in Russian 
even - 1 think), promises, presentations 
and just a little alcohol. Fortunately by 
now we were a little more positive with 
our Beer v Vodka battle and more con­
trol of the liquid situation. That doesn’t 
mean that the outcome was any differ­
ent, it just meant that the function went 
on a whole lot longer.

After many farewells the next day we 
bussed back to Moscow airport and 
reality. We flew back the day after the 
England v Russia football match in 
Moscow so the aircraft was packed. At 
least it gave us a nice police welcome 
committee at Heathrow.

It would take too long to describe the full 
trip in detail but the outstanding feeling 
we all had I think was humility at the 
generosity of our hosts who had very 
little but gave us everything. Willingly. 
Most of us gave away parts of our gear, 
goggles, zak knifes, jack knifes, gloves, 
trainers, jumpsuits, helmets, even pilot 
chutes. We had managed to club

together in Moscow to buy a combined 
TV-Video unit for their club house which 
we presented on the last evening - For 
them to buy one it would cost 2.5 years 
wages. That was a definite hit.

We all returned quite happy with our lot 
as Westerners and all determined to 
gather some gear together to give them 
on our next visit - or before then if we 
can arrange it.

It is unfortunate that the reciprocal re­
turn of the Russian sports club on their 
exchange visit to us looks most unlikely 
to materialise through lack of funds and 
State sponsorship.

Dick Barton

are-
Manufacturers of Quality Sports Goods 

When you choose your next skydiving suit, why not consider what makes that suit 
just right for you. If it is price, style, performance, fit, quality, workmanship, 
guarantee and service then has the suit that’s right for you.

For further information on our suits and other quality products, contact Nick 
Johnson.
Our address: 7 Boynton

Bridlington 
East Yorks 
Y016 4XJ 
Tel 0262 675098

Dick Barton the author, complete with 
furry hat and padding.
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Altimeters O Metres O Feet
O Sapphire 13,000 ft, white face. Wrist or 

chest mount. Inc wrist mount.
Great value £59.95 
O Black O Red O Blue O Pink 

O Altlmaster II 12,000 ft, white face. The 
’Standard’ Altimeter £112.75 

O Altlmaster III 12,000 ft. Includes wrist 
mount. £143.45 

O AltimasterV Wrist (inc) or chest mount 
12,000 ft. O Blue O Black £79.95 

O Parachutes de France 13,000 ft, white 
face. Inc wrist mount. Very sturdy £87.50 
O Pink O Silver O Blue O Turq 

O Chest Pad foam pad fits all
altimeters. Colour:__________ £5.95

O Chest Pad/Zak Knife as above with
built in Zak knife. Colour:_______ £8.95

O ’U’ Brackets (pairs) attach 
Altimaster II to chest pad. £2.95 

O Wrist Mount O Alti II O Alti III £5.95

Audible Altimeters
Altitude awareness safety devices. 
Recommended to all leveis.

O Dytter pulsating tone at preset height 
Very loud. O Red O Black o  Blue 
O Turquoise. £120.00 

O Microhawk Black. £89.95 
O Dytter Mount For no helmet dives £9.95 
O Dytter Batteries Set of 4 £9.95

Gloves
""^izES: O XS/7 O S/7.5

O M/8 O L/9 O XL/9.5 
O Aircrew Close fitting unlined leather 

Sensitive feel. Excellent for all 
purpose use. £17.50 
O Black O Red O Navy O White 

O Thermal Thermal lined leather 
gloves with cuffs. Close fitting.
Ideal for winter. £17.50 
O Black o  Red O Navy o  White 

O Grlpflt Leather palm/Lycra back 
Stretch fit. Fashionable £17.50 
O Black palm/black back 
O White palm and hot pink/turq back 

O Silk Inners Liners for gloves for extra 
warmth under your normal gloves £7.25 

O Webbed Gloves Suede leather palm/ 
spandex back. £19.95 
O S  O M o  L

Camera Gear
O Mount Polycarbonate plate & nylon 

brackets for stills/video/film.
Fits Protec only. £70.00 

O Newton Sight Lens in mount with 
6mm rod £69.95 

O Stem/Universal Joint Stem fits to any 
helmet, joint connects stem to sight. £24.50 

O Complete Kit £149.95 
O Skylight Video, LED Indicator £34.95 
O Advanced Newton Sight £149.95 
O Modified Dytter for above £149.95

Goggles
O Sward Sports Goggles Superb comfort, 

soft edging. Lens: O Clear O Green
Trim: O Pink o  Green O Orange
O Black O Blue O Red O Grey
O Turquoise O White £6.99 

O Sky Eyes Clear lens. Soft rubber trim. 
Edge colour O Black O Blue 
O Pink O Green O Yellow £9.95 

O Kroop’s Clear Lens Side vented 
O Clear o  Smoke 
Trim Colours: O Red O Black
O Blue O Hot Pink. £4.95 

O Kroop’s Over Eyeglasses
Clear lens goggle for spectacle wearers. 
Trim colours: O Hot Pink
O Black o  Blue O Red £8.95 

O EZ Clear, rimless, non fogging £4.50

Hats & Headgear
O Frapp Hat Handmade in quality 

leather. Custom size & colours. Dytter 
holes. Clip fastener. Phone for stock 
or order form. £97.50 

O Frapp Hat factory made Dytter holes. 
Clip fastener O S O M O L 
O Black O Blue. £54.95 

O Protec Tough plastic helmet £35.95 
O S  O M  O L  O XL
O White O Red O Black O Blue

O Protec Liners £12.95
O S  O M  O L  O XL

Bit^&Pieces
O Tube Stoes, Clear £4.95

O Standard O Microline
O Tube Stoes, Coloured . £5.95 

O Standard O Microline ‘
O Wallet Hip Pocket Nylon wallets. 

Many colours including fluorescents 
O Canopy design O RW design
Colour:______________  £4.50

O Freefall Calculator Slide-Rule to 
calculate delay times. £4.99 

O Ben Bag Flat waist pouch, two 
pockets, snap fastening, elasticated 
waistband. O Bright O Quiet. £9.95 

O Weight Vest Made from parapack with 
fastex clips & 4 tubes 
O S  O M O L £34.95 
O Filled Tube £1.00 per lb 
(P&P relative to extra weight)

O Leather Day Sack Handmade in 
soft, quality leathers. Padded shoulder 
strap. Call Sward Sports for stock or 
custom details. £69.95 

O Sunglasses Cool, groovy bright colours 
Rubber frame. UV protected. £2.99 

O Googlies Soft, adjustable retainer 
bands for sunglasses.
O Bright O Subtle £4.95

Knives
O Jacknife, Spare Blades. £9.50 

O Yellow o  Black
O Pouch fo r Jacknife Fit to jumpsuit or

rig. Colour:__________ £3.00
O Aluminium Hook Knife Same 

as Zak. Replaceable blades 
O Black O Red O Blue £10.50 

O Aluminium Hook Knife In pouch
Colour:__________£13.00

O Zak Knife Small single blade 
emergency knife. Also good for 
fishing!! £3.25 

O Zak Knife with Tape & Pop Stud £3.75 
O Zak Knife in Pouch Fits to chest 

strap. Colour:__________ £5.75

Parachute Release System
O Cypres 1 pin model £699.00 
O Cypres 2 pin model £749.00 
O Cypres Student & Tandem models POA

Gear Care
O Packing Mat with Pocket Large size. 

Padded kneeling area. Riser holders.
Colour:__________ £14.50

O Rig Bag with Pockets Padded 
shoulder straps. Carry handle. Large 
main pocket plus smaller front pocket 
with 3 dividers. Packing tabs.
Colour:__________ £54.95

O Rig Bag for Tandem Rigs
Colour:__________ £64.95

O Mini Rig Backpack Lots of pockets, 
padded straps. Pop Top or ’Vector’ 
(tick for order form) £34.95

Self Inking Stamps
O Self Inking Stamp O RW O CRW

Never needs an ink pad. £5.50 
O Fun Logging Stamps Four great 

stamps to assist with logging, dive 
organisation or pure fun! £4.99 
O Zoo O Funnel O Tandem 
O Mega Man Stamp 
(1 1/2" for dive organising)

O ink Pad for Stamps Standard 
ink pad for use with our Stamps 
(not self-inking ones!) £1.99

Logging
O Log Book Holder, Basic Parapack.

2 large, 2 small & pen pockets. Holders 
for RW & CRW stamps. Padded.
Colour:__________ £11.95

O Log Book Holder, De Luxe As above 
with extra pockets and velcro fastening.
Fully padded. Colour:________ £14.95

O Log Book, 2 Jumps/Page 
’Traditional’ RW logbook. Lots 
of information pages. £5.75 

O Log Book, 10 Jumps/Page 
As above. £5.75 

O Faxlog Log Pages Logbook for 
6-ring personal planner (ie Filofax). 
Information pages. £4.95 

O Faxlog 6-ring Folder High quality 
laminated 6-ring personal planner/ 
binder. £9.95 

O Faxlog Folder/Log Pages 
Combination of the 6-rlng binder 
and the log pages. £12.95



Jewellery & Watches Videos Sportswear Cont
0  Funky Freefallers Very colourful 

O Brooch o  Fridge Magnet £5.95 
O Enamel Pin Badges

O DC3 (brooch)
O Freefaller O Tandem
O Square side on O Square front on 
O Round (A/Con) £3.75 

O Silver Earrings
O Square canopies side-on 
O Front-on o  Freefaller £8.45

O Silver Pendants
O Square canopies side-on 
O Front-on O Freefaller £5.25

O Watches Traditional altimeter design 
face. Swiss quartz movement. Black Strap 
O With Date £19.95 
O Without Date £18.95 

O Altimeter Wall Clock Brighten 
up the home or office with our Wall 
Clock depicting an Altimeter design - 
just as the watch face. Supplied with 
battery and one year guarantee £14.95 ■

Books & Posters
HB - HARDBACK PB- PAPERBACK 
O ’Filming the impossible’

Adventure travel book by Leo Dickinson 
Inc some skydiving. 255 pages 
PB & HB. £7.95 

O ’Anything is Possible’ 2nd
adventure travel book by Leo Dickinson 
Inc skydiving 225 pages HB. £14.95 

O ’Skydiving In Eight Days’ By 
journalist Miles Clark about AFF Course 
Recommended to AFF students.
128 pages PB. £8.99 

O ’Guide to Sport Parachuting’
By Charles Shea-Simmonds. Ideal for 
students. 144 pages HB £12.50 

O ’Picture Library, Skydiving’
Full colour picture book including 
basic text 32 pages HB. £5.95 

O ’Skies Call I, II & III’ Full colour 
pictures in three volumes.
Approx 150 pics per volume HB 
O I O II O HI £12.50 

O ’The Sky People’ History of 
parachuting by Peter Hearn.
200 pages HB. £18.95

Posters

O 5 Man Star Trailing Smoke £3.50 
O Build-up to 126-way Record £3.50 
O 24 Stack Record £3.50

O ’Relative Work "The Basics"’
Inc all 10 levels for training from 
the WARP programme. £29.95 

O ’The World Skydiving Championships’ 
1990 CRW Championships. £19.95 

O 'World CRW Championships’
50 min TV programme + loads of 
training and competition jumps 
Nearly 2 hours. £19.95 

O ’Anything Is possible’ 3 x 26 
min TV documentaries. £19.99 

O ’Travelling 1’ 3 top class
films & amazing freestyle footage £35.50 

O ’Travelling 2’ More great 
sequences. £29.95 

O ’Flight of the Dream Team’
By Norman Kent. Narrated and ideal 
for showing non-skydivers £29.95 

O ’From Wings Came Flight’
By Norman Kent. Superb skydiving 
footage in exotic locations £39.95 

O 'Norman Kent Compilation’
World Champion Air Bears,
Freakbrother Convention, Ride a 
Cloud 60+ mins. £19.95 

O ’Kinesthesia’ The art of body 
flight by Norman Kent. £39.95 

O ’Wally, the Movie’ (I) £29.95 
O ’The Right Wally’ (II) £29.95 
O ’The Wally S tu ff (III) £29.95 
O ’Wally Goes Tropical’ (IV) £29.95 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
O ’Relative Work - The Basics’

AND ’Kinesthesia’ 
together for only £64.95 

O All 4 Wally Tapes £99.95 
O Dead Men’s Tales £24.95

Sward Sportswear
Please call Sward Sports for colour choice 
O Skydive Sweatshirts £9.99

White with large ’Skydive' logo across 
chest in Fluorescent Pink & Bright Blue 
O S  O M  O L  O XL

O Skydive T-Shirt as sweatshirt £5.99 
O S  O M  O L  O XL

O Jackets Made from F111 & towelled lining 
Style: O Pull-Over o  Zip-Up
Colour:___________ £34.99

O Trousers Made from F111 & towelled lining 
O S  O M  O L  O XL
Colour:___________ £29.99

O 'Biggies'Flying Hat Great for wearing^ 
anywhere on a cold day, also good for 
skydiving. Original brown only £39.95 
O S  O M O L

O Irvin Style Flying Jacket An absolute 
must have! WWII Sheepskin Flying 
jacket made with authentic detail and 
in the original brown. £245.00 
O S  O M O L

O Mark 9 Superjet Goggles A classic 
accessory. Quality metal frames and 
replaceable laminated glass. Black 
with brushed aluminium. £17.50

Footwear
Size:______ (3 - 12/37 - 46)

O Strops (Thongs) £15.95
Rubber sandals with ankle straps.
O Single Bright O Multi Bright
O Black O Blue

O Fibus Hard wearing sandals with fully 
adjustable ankle straps £24.95
O Blue O Blue/Silver O Red
O Black o  Magenta/Grey O Green/Grey

CANOPIES
< l h « I  K i < | s

Whatever your canopy requirement, 
we’ve got one to suit you. Sward 
Sports have just been appointed PD 
Distributors and we now have ten brand 
new, microlined Sabres in stock!! Call 
for colours and details.

We’ve also got Predator 9 cells, Re­
flexes (the greased weasel of the 
canopy world) and ZP’s ready to go. 
Don’t forget our range of Reserves, 
brand new rigs and second hand kit.

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. We now have 
eight demo rigs on the road. Call Andy 
now.

i

Mail your order today; Have you ordered from Sward Sports before? OYes ONo

Name: I enc a cheque or please debit my Switch/Access/Visa/Mastercard A/C No:
Address: Expiry Date:

Signature:
Post Code: Home Tel No:

Item
description

Size Colour Custom options 
(size, colour, name, etc)

Custom
charge

Item
price

Qty Total
price

U K IFPO A Outside
Poet A Paddng Europe Europe

Orders up to £20.00 £1-50 £2.50 £4.50
Order* £20.01 - £50.00 £2.00 0.50 £7.50
Orders over £50.00 £3.00 £4.00 £10.00

Post & Packing
Goods
TOTAL

Sward Sports Ltd, 25 Hook Cottage, Hook, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 8EA, (UK)
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19 92  D I A R Y  OF  E V E N T S
DATE EVENT LOCATION

*24th - 26th July Southern Regional Freefall Style & 
Accuracy Landing Meet Eaglescott

18th-26th July Boogie (Large Aircraft?) Headcorn

1S T-9TH  AUG FORMATION SKYDIVING NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIPS PETERBOROUGH

3rd - 7th August P/I Advanced Instructor Course 3-92 Strathallan

10th - 14th August Exam/pre-Adv Instructor Course 3-92 Strathallan

13TH -24TH  AUG CLASSIC WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS TRIEBEN, AUSTRIA

15th - 23rd August The Espace Boogie The Aerodrome,

Brienne Le Chateau, France

22nd - 31st August Army Championships Netheravon

22nd - 31 st August August Bank Holiday Boogie Sibson

2nd -1 3th Sept U.S. National Skydiving Championships Yolo Airport

(RW, CRW and Classics) California U.S.A.

12th -1 3th Sept Central Regional Formation Skydiving Meet Langar

12th -1 3th Sept LAC Meet Headcorn

14th -1 5th Sept AFF Instructors Course Netheravon

15TH - 25TH SEPT CANOPY FORMATION WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIPS ANYANG CITY, CHINA

3rd - 4th Oct Southern Regional Canopy Formation Meet Weston on the Green

4th -11 th Oct World Cup Parachuting 4 and 8 Way R.W. GAP, France

2nd - 6th Nov PI/Advanced Instructor Course 4-92 Headcorn

Nov 07 - Nov 14 Fall RW Training Camp Zephyrhills, Florida, USA

9th -1 3th Nov Exam/Pre-Adv Instructor Course 4-92 Headcorn

16th -1 8th Nov Cyprus Championships Cyprus

Nov 19 - Nov 30 24th Annual Turkey Meet Zephyrhills, Florida, USA

Dec 06 - Dec 11 Sky-Eye Sequential 
Performance RW/College Camp Zephyrhills, Florida, USA

Dec 12 - Jan 04 Christmas Boogie Zephyrhills, Florida, USA

# Change of Location

* Change of Date



Sport Parachutist Page 39

0

Jumping all the year round from big 
aeroplanes under clear blue skies 
was how I imagined Florida to be 

when I was a student. It is still the sky- 
diver’s equivalent to Mecca, but the re­
ality is rather different to the view which
I used to hold, and that which might be 
imagined by today’s students. There are 
certain facts of Florida life which is help­
ful to understand when deciding when 
and where to go.

The first factor is the weather. There is 
virtually nowhere in the world which has 
blue skies and ten knots of wind for 365 
days in the year, and Florida is no exception. 
Summers are sub tropical with high tem­
peratures, high humidity, and rain in the 
afternoon. Even for the locals, conditions 
can be unpleasant.

Winter, from November through to Eas­
ter, sees the best of the weather and it is no 
coincidence that Phoenix, Zephyrhills oper­
ates full time only during this period. How­
ever, good weather is not guaranteed, and 
the winter of 1991/92 had been particularly 
bad with, for example, 17 skydiving days in 
February lost at Deland. However, you 
could go for three weeks in December and 
get 21 days of blue skies, nil winds and 
temperatures in the high twenties.

There are some 15 DZs in Florida, but 
most operate small aeroplanes and/or only 
work at the weekends. British jumpers gra­
vitate towards the three main DZs at ‘Phoe­
nix’, (Zephyrhills), ‘Skydive City’, (Zephyr­
hills) and Skydive Deland. Zephyrhills is 45 
minutes drive north east of Tampa and one 
and a half hours drive west of Orlando, while 
Deland is 45 minutes drive North East of 
Orlando.

Some teams have also been making 
use of the small DZ at Flagler Beach. There 
can be advantages for RW or demo team 
training to have your own dedicated Cessna 
which will get airborne any time you are 
ready to jump, but do not go to Flagler as an 
individual looking for big aeroplanes and 
large loads.

Which of the big DZs you choose 
should depend on your priorities. Inevitably, 
current politics affect DZs and the situation 
does tend to change with changes in the 
personalities involved, but the general prin­
ciples should stay roughly the same.

Skydive Deland is a serious skydiver's 
DZ and is not for the casual inexperienced 
boogie jumper. It will suit two main types of

b e g i n n e r ’ 

F l o r i d a
jumper: first is the newly qualified student 
who wishes to become better at RW and 
who will benefit from one on one instruction.
Do not think that being Cat 10 puts you 
outside of this group. Chances are that un­
less you have been very well taught and the 
instructors have been quite ruthless about 
progressing you through WARP, then you 
would benefit from the continuity offered by 
blue skies, 13,500 of feet altitude and in­
structors who are at the forefront of current 
RW thinking. The cost is not excessive, $15 
for your own jump, $15 for the instructors 
slot and $10 for the teaching, making $40 
per jump, or £22.50 per jump at the current 
exchange rate.

Skydive Deland
The second group to benefit from De­

land are serious RW competition teams, the 
Centre is geared to 4-way or 8-way groups 
in several ways. Firstly, it is a main, if not the 
centre for RW knowledge in the world, and 
this knowledge can be passed onto you, at 
a price. Video facilities are available, al­
though taking your own cameraman would 
be cheaper and more flexible. Packers are 
available to pack your canopy should you 
wish to concentrate all your energies on the 
skydiving ($4 per pack job), and the atmos­
phere is totally geared to getting you in the 
air.

Secondly, and most important, they 
have a range of aircraft from Cessna’s 
through to a Pilatus Turbo Porter and aTwin 
Otter. This means that even if you are the 
only 4 way group on the Drop Zone or the 
only AFF student, you will get in the air. This 
flexibility allows the DZ to open 365 days a

s g u i d e

year, and while summer is not an ideal time 
to jump in Florida, Deland provides that 
facility.

PHOENIX I B
Zephyrhills airfield hosts two DZ’s, both 

of them larger than most Centres in the UK. 
‘Phoenix’ is the long standing business 
which is billed as the best known in the 
world. It operates a Casa 212 tailgate air­
craft and a DC3, albeit 'Southern Cross’ has 
been sick since before Christmas 1991. The 
full time season runs from the start of No­
vember through to Easter, and thereafter it 
opens only at weekends.

Load organisers are available on each 
lift, and are ready for people to walk up and 
jump with whoever else appears. Usually 
one organiser will take the less experienced 
people in a smaller group while the others 
try the more sophisticated stuff. ‘Less ex­
perienced’ usually means less than 200 RW 
jumps, although number of jumps is often no 
guide to ability; people with several hundred 
jumps might not admit that these were all 
accuracy, or that they are uncurrent. Stand­
ards and success rates on ‘walk up’ sky­
dives can therefore be fairly variable. An 
unwritten rule is that you should be self 
critical and not accept a slot which is beyond 
your capabilities.

Occasionally a Load Organiser will 
gather together some of the better people 
and jump with them for a day. A permanent 
feature of the Drop Zone is Martin Evans’ 
non profit making ‘Sky Eye Sequential’, 
which does better dives and videos the re­
sult, so that the participants may relive the

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

u J r

WEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St., Wombourne, Nr Wolverhampton WV5 9DN 
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success and examine the fine detail. The 
presence of the video also means that the 
finger can be pointed, and blame appor­
tioned. In principle it is an excellent idea and 
various Martinettes’ enthuse about the ‘hot 
dives and good vibes’. Others, often those 
not invited or axed, find the whole perfor­
mance somewhat nauseating and can do 
without the abrasive style. You pay your 
money and take your choice.

Skydive City
A couple of years ago, Jerry Bird left 

Phoenix and set up ‘Skydive City' in a field 
next door, and it is still going strong despite 
a running litigious feud with the competition 
and much bad blood. It operates one Twin 
Otter (with more Otters on call), and a DC3. 
The mode of operation is much the same as 
Phoenix in that they offer Load Organising, 
in addition to AFF and ‘one on one’. Basic 
facilities are now comparable between the 
two DZ’s, with a trailer park, canteen, ablu­
tions and an equipment store (an adjunct of 
the Sunshine Factory).

Which should you choose? This is not 
an easy question to answer. Supporters of 
Skydive City are vehement and can not 
understand why anyone should want to go 
next door. Many of the big names have 
moved across to Jerry Bird. Those who 
jump at Phoenix generally have nothing 
much to complain about, and it remains the 
Centre with the long established name, it is 
easier to find and tends to attract Europeans 
as first port of call. In the end your decision 
will probably depend on how many people 
you know at each place, which place you get 
used to and who you like. Skydiving is, after 
all, about jumping with people you like (most 
of the time). I have my own opinion but for 
the purposes of this article will remain sitting 
resolutely on the fence.

For an AFF student, the weather in

Florida makes it a great place to do the 
course, and all DZs operate a programme.
I cannot comment on quality apart from 
saying that I have not heard of any adverse 
comments. It is a good idea to book a course 
rather than simply appear on the DZ. As with 
all matters aviation, do not front any cash to 
anyone in advance.

Switching to more general advice, if you 
are taking your own kit, the reserve will need 
to be sealed by a rigger. Be aware that the 
repack cycle remains 120 days in the USA, 
not six months, and you will need a conven­
tional packing card ratherthan the new MOT 
type form now introduced in the UK. A re­
pack job will cost in the region of $30.

BPA third party is not valid in the US. 
To obtain this, it is necessary to join the 
USPA, at a cost of $49.50. It is also very 
important to have medical cover valid for 
parachuting because the cost of even minor 
treatment in America is horrific. Smashed 
up after a hook turn, you do not want to be 
arguing how the treatment will be paid for. 
West Mercia insurance advertises an 
adapted winter sports policy which seems 
to work well.

Getting to Florida is currently very 
cheap because of a surplus of seats across 
the Atlantic. Unless you have a favourite 
bucket shop, good sources are the Sunday 
papers, the London Evening Standard and 
ITV’s Oracle holiday advertisements (Page 
350 onwards).

A car is essential unless you wish to be 
trapped on the DZ and own a tent. Fly-Drive 
packages can be bought with the air ticket, 
or can be bought separately, and are usually 
cheaper when paid for in sterling in the UK. 
Most now include Collision Damage Waiver 
(CDW), and this may soon become compul­
sory. Without it, you are liable for the whole

cost of the car should you have an accident. 
For those with more money than sense, the 
most expensive way of hiring a car in the 
States is to walk up to a car hire desk in the 
Airport Terminal Building.

Most cars are automatics which are 
easy to drive, and because the steering 
wheel is on the left of the car, it is not difficult 
to remember to drive on the right. The police 
are very hot on speeding, particularly on the 
Disney stretch of Interstate 4, and you must 
stop when a school bus is discharging child­
ren whichever direction you are coming 
from.

Camping is possible on all the Drop 
Zones mentioned and some have trailers for 
hire. Problems in using a tent can include 
the heat and humidity, ants which bite vi­
ciously, and getting washed away when it 
rains, but a single motel room can cost 
upwards of two skydives a day, so it can be 
a question of priorities.

Inevitable, talk of prices can become 
out of date within a few days, but the jump 
price of $15 from 13,500 ft has been fairly 
standard for some time. Petrol (gas) costs 
$1.15 per US gallon, and food in restaurants 
seems to be about half the cost of UK.

It is well worth considering buying new 
kit and collecting it in America. Total sav­
ings, which can be very substantial, can 
depend on your relationship with HM Cus­
toms and Excise on return. Most of anything 
can be paid for with a Visa (Barclaycard) or 
Mastercard (Access) card, leaving cash 
only really necessary for food and booze.

These pointers are by no means ex­
haustive, but by now you will know a lot 
more than I did before I went to Florida for 
the first time.

Nigel Jackson
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The man 
who couldn’t 

fall off
The DC3 or Dakota is justifiably the parachutes 

most popular jumpship in the 
world, even though nowadays their 
numbers are dwindling. The ones that 
still haul jumpers up in the air are nearly 
all limited to the USA.

For years Zephyrhills in Florida was the 
mecca of World skydiving and from 1977 
until 1984 was owned and operated by Jim 
Hooper. Jim now lives in England and 
writes books on South Africa.

Buried deep in the folklore of skydiving 
history was one story that really caught 
my imagination. It happened to a Captain 
in the Canadian Paras named Michel 
Reed. Without success we tried to track 
him down in Canada, although after 
talking to Jim I came to the conclusion 
that this particular incident might best be 
narrated by someone who watched the 
whole saga unfold. So this is Jim Hooper’s 
version of a story that should by all 
accounts have ended differently.

One of my staff came in and 
said, ‘Hoop’, there’s 

something hanging under the 
airplane.

“I remember one mid-day we put a load of 
skydivers into our Dakota and sent them up 
to twelve and a half thousand feet. This 
would normally take about 25 minutes. The 
aircraft would line up on jump run flying into 
the wind and as they approached the exit 
point, the pilot would throttle back and the 
jumpers would exit in groups to perform a 
series of freefall manoeuvres that would last 
about one minute. They would separate at 
approximately three and a half thousand feet 
to track away from each other to gain 
adequate separation so they could open their

“I was on the ground watching the freefall. 
As soon as 1 saw the parachutes open and that 
every one had opened safely, I went back 
into the office. Some ten minutes later, 
when the airplane had descended to perhaps 
2,000ft, one of my staff came in and said, 
‘Hoop’, there’s something hanging under the 
airplane.”

“Well we had a cinematographer who had 
attached two cameras on the outside of the 
Dakota, and I was quite sure this was what 
they were seeing, I told them not to worry 
about it. A few minutes later another of my 
staff came in and repeated the same thing. 
There was something hanging underneath 
the airplane.”

“Convinced that there wasn’t, I nonetheless 
got up, walked outside, and saw a lump, a 
figure hanging underneath the door of this 
Dakota. I looked through a powerful set of 
binoculars that we had mounted on a tripod, 
and sure en o u g h , th e re  w as a body  
su sp en d ed  u n d e rn e a th  the  a irp la n e , 
underneath the door of the airplane.”

“We did not have communications with the 
airplane that day, our radio was broken. I 
yelled at someone to call the rescue squad, 
jumped into my pickup truck, and went 
racing out to the runway. I felt the only 
solution was to prevent the pilot from 
landing.”

“So I drove out onto the runway, down the 
middle of the runway, and by this time he 
was on short final, a few hundred yards off 
the end of the runway. The pilot obviously 
saw me but ignored me, apparently thinking
I was going to pick up an injured jumper.”

“When I saw that he was committed to 
landing I swerved off the side of the runway, 
at that point the Dakota passed me, going in 
the opposite direction, just off the ground.”

“And I still have this vivid picture in my

mind of this chap hanging by one leg from 
the door, with his hands behind his head, 
pulling himself as far forward as he possibly 
could. Well I turned the wheel of the truck, 
looked over my shoulder, watched the tail 
come down very slowly, and saw him hit the 
runway. At which point there was a puff of 
blue smoke, and I thought he was dead. He 
had to be dead.”

“What had happened was that M ichel’s 
group was the last one to exit the airplane, 
and his position was a rear floaters position. 
He swung himself out of the door of the 
airplane, out of the door, with his left leg still 
inside.”

There was a puff of blue 
smoke, and I thought he was 

dead. He had to be dead.

“As he left the airplane, his jumpsuit had 
slipped over a pin in the bottom of the door 
and the pin punched a hole just above the 
cuff of his jum psuit. Being an acrylic 
jumpsuit it was not going to tear, even with 
the weight of him hanging outside of the 
airplane, and there was no way for him to cut 
himself loose.”

“The airplane was descending at 180 miles 
an hour, he simply did not have the physical 
strength to pull himself back up into the 
door. The jumper was completely hidden 
from the pilot’s viewpoint and in fact had the 
pilot even turned around and looked, he 
would have only seen an empty cabin."

“As soon as the last jum per exited the 
airplane the pilot would have put it into a 
hard spiralling bank, descending at about 
2,000ft a minute, and would have been on 
the ground in about ten minutes. The pilot 
had no way of knowing there was a jumper 
trailing outside the airplane and had no way 
of knowing he was about to spread someone
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all over the runway.”

“By this time, some of our parachutists had 
run out onto the runway to stop the airplane. 
W e had  the re scu e  squad  th e re , the 
ambulance, police, blue lights, red lights 
f la s h in g . T he p i lo t  w as co m p le te ly  
mystified. Stopped the airplane, shut down 
both engines, unstrapped himself from the 
seat, and began walking back down the aisle. 
When he saw a foot, jammed in the doorway 
he was horrified because his immediate 
thought was that there was a dead jumper out 
there.”

“He looked out and here was Michel Reed, 
with his shoulders flat on the runway, arms 
outstretched, grinning from ear to ear, and 
saying over and over, I ’m alive, I ’m alive.”

“W ell we cut him loose, put him on a 
backboard, because we were sure that he 
would had to have sustained serious injury 
and took him back up to the parachute centre 
building. The m edics and a skydiver 
parachutist, who was a doctor, all checked 
him over. He had not a scratch on him. They 
put a blood pressure cuff round his arm, his 
blood pressure was absolutely normal.”

“And I said, ‘Guys, do me a favour, check 
me out’....And my blood pressure was just 
about off the scale. They said, Mr Hooper, 
we think you’re just about ready to have a 
stroke.”

“But he must have done some damage ?” I 
asked.

He bought about 3 cases of 
beer, and the last I saw of 
him that night he was well 
into his cups and the story 

was getting better and better.

“What in fact saved him was his parachute, 
b ecau se  as his back  cam e dow n the 
parachute touched first. At that time 
parachutes were perhaps 6 inches thick, and 
the cushioning of the parachute nylon on the 
runway saved his life. By the time the 
airplane had stopped only about 2 inches of 
that nylon was left - all the rest had worn and 
melted away.”

“As the plane came down he must have been 
terrified ?”

“Michel said as he was descending he wasn’t 
worried until the airplane was close to 
la n d in g  and  th en  he w as e x trem e ly  
concerned that his jumpsuit, which had hung 
on the edge of the door, was going to rip and 
that he w ould be too low to use his 
parachute.”

“Afterwards we had a whip round to collect 
money so that he could buy a new rig. I 
started it off by giving him a new reserve 
parachute, which of the two parachutes that 
he had was the only one that had been 
damaged.”

“What happened after that ?” I asked.

“He went straight off down to the off-licence 
and bought about 3 cases of beer, and the last
I saw of him that night he was well into his 
cups and the story was getting better and 
better.”

Of course the irony in Michel Reed’s story 
is that his life was saved by a parachute that 
never opened !

How it was filmed.
Because we were already doing one story in 
Arizona, it made economic sense to film both 
stories at the same location. When Mandy 
rang Larry Hill, the manager of Skydive 
Arizona asked if we could land his DC3 with 
a man dangling underneath she got a very 
positive reply,

“If you want to hire my plane and drag 
someone down the runway that’s fine by 
me.”

I instantly knew we were going to get on with 
Larry. Problems were there to be solved. He 
owned enough planes to start up his own 
airforce and was a very current jumper.

Tip had all the right equipment and immersed 
himself in Kevlar padding. A full body 
harness under his jumpsuit held a steel cable 
that was bolted inside the DC3.

Ronnie Dunnet would lower him out and pull 
him back in for retakes. This was more 
d iff ic u lt then  we had im agined  and 
overwhelmingly confirmed the impossibile 
situation that faced Michel Reed.

Tip wanted to go for a ‘drag’ down the 
runway and Larry fired up his DC3. Exact 
lengths were important for Tip. Too short 
and he would have looked silly without any 
obvious problem - too long and Tip would 
have become much leaner.

Finally we were ready for action. Rob 
Parker, my ground cameraman, had a 700mm

lens placed down the runway. This would 
give that immense compression of an extreme 
telephoto lens that lends so beautifully to the 
mirage effect down long, hot runways. This 
effect enhanced the dramatisation because 
acting detail became immersed in the haze of 
reality.

Two drags down the runway were 
enough for Tip, besides Mandy’s 
old rig was looking distinctly the 

worse for wear.

After ‘take one’ I saw another angle. The 
radio crackled as Mandy asked Larry to go 
round again. ‘The Brits say throw him out 
again, they want another shot.”

Poor Tip he was now a commodity - it would 
cost us beer later.

Two drags down the runway were enough for 
Tip, besides Mandy’s old rig was looking 
distinctly the worse for wear. So as not to 
wear Tip out too quickly , a piece of wood 
had been inserted into the reserve container 
along with padded blue nylon, all which was 
covered in blue powder. The later was used 
to match Hooper’s description of a ‘Puff of 
blue sm oke’ at impact. It all worked 
perfectly.

We had no shortage of volunteers for the exit 
sequence - it was a free skydive. Tip duly

climbed out as rear floater with 5 others 
jammed up tight. My foot was resting on the 
wheel of a Cessna flying alongside.

“Where do you want the wing tip ?” my pilot 
asked.

“Close as you can” I replied thinking of other 
formation attempts.

The wing of the Cessna overlapped that of the 
DC3. Slipstream aside, I could have wing 
walked.

“Oh. Just kidding” I mouthed, “Perhaps five 
metres would be cool.” I suppose he thought
I was talent spotting for Top Gun II.

As we approached the DZ our team climbed 
out. I could almost hear the count. Suddenly 
they had gone, that is apart from Tip who was 
swinging uncontrollably beneath the plane. 
He was wearing a real rig now, perhaps a 
lump of wood wasn’t such a good substitute 
for a parachute after a l l !

So two weeks later - two Dead Men’s tales 
stories and lots of new friends.

Larry and Lillian gave us a last night party 
during which we thought of new stories to 
re-enact. They’re all out there just waiting to 
be done.

“You don't have a Cessna that we could crash 
for another story, do you Larry ?” asked 
Mandy.

“Come to think of it I do” replied Larry. 
Nothing is a problem in Arizona.
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTS

ZEROX/FURY/SWIFT
Fury main (blues and silver) 
Swift square reserve (yellow) 
Zerox (red/blue)
A ll in very good condition

Also a lti II £70
£850 ono

Mike 021 427 1330

CHASER/MAVERICK/SWIFT
Chaser, navy/red. Maverick, blues, approx 

200 jumps. Swift square reserve, brand new 
never used.
A ll in good condition and ready to jump.

£750 ono
Phone: 0734 713087 (After 6pm)

SKYLARK/GQ X 1175R RESERVE
Complete kit for sale 
Skylark main - 55 jumps.
GQ X 175R reserve - never used.
Plus Alti, Protec, knife, jumpsuit.

£700
Phone Rob 0604 644917 (Day)

ZEROX/FURY/SWIFT
Fury main (blues and silver)
Swift square reserve (yellow)
Zerox (red/blue) All in very good condition 

£850 ono
Also A lti II £70

Tel: Mike 021 4271330
HOLIDAY ACCOMODATION AT GAP
We have a renovated village house to let. 

Sleeps 5-8. A ll usual facilities. Bed linen pro­
vided. Open fire and mountain views.

£80 - 120pw 
Easy booking, just call: Brian Dyas or 

Jo Todd 0256 893500

TSE Pack harness 
Unit 150 deployments 
Preserve 3 - used once. Plus A lti

£450
Tel: Andy 0977 681 606 (after 8pm)

COMPLETE SYSTEM - TSE/UNIT/GQ
TSE Jetstream, Unit main, GQ Security Sac 

(acid tested) reserve
£250

Tel: 0794 517408
CHASER/RAVEN 1/FIRELITE
Blue/White Chaser 
Raven 1 main 400jumps 
Firelite unused 
Excellent condition

£700
Tel Scott (0302) 744024 Mon-Thurs 

Eve
MIRAGE/FIREFLY/XI 75R
Excellent first kit.
Mirage container, low chest strap suitable 
for women! Firefly main, throwaway, blue 
+ burgundy. XI 75R square reserve.
Also Protec, gloves, small jum ­

psuit,goggles, altimaster + matching kit 
bag.

£750 ono
Phone Trina (0908) 605020

TEARDROP/COE-D 170/MICRORAVEN
Complete kit - as new only 23 jumps 
Teardrop - neon purple, turquoise, green, 

pull out, small.
Coe-D 170 - neon purple, microlines. 
Micro raven - square reserve unused

£1200
Frappe hat - pink/white, leather £50 
Altimaster II £50

Angie / Peter 081 693 8503

Seven units, a ll converted to European 
standard. Need to be serviced.

Offers to: 
The Irish Parachute Club 

Fax Dublin 505161

VECTOR COE-D SWIFT
Complete kit ready to jump (throwaway) 
Vector Container, Coe-D 210 main canopy - 

less than 100 jumps, Swift square canopy 
resen/e - never used.
Excellent condition, MOT'd. Purchase of 

new rig forces sale - hence:
£850

Tel Dick Barton 0249 651909 
0860 559112

WARP lll/MOSQUITO/INVADER 370
Warp III harness (small) in tan and dark 

brown.(Throwaway). Mosquito main 7 cell 
with Kevlar lines in navy, sky blue and grey 
with yellow cell walls. Nippy canopy with 100 
jumps. Invader 370 reserve.
Small light kit suitable for a woman/light man 
- Excellent condition

£550 ono
Tel 051 924 2324

VECTOR/FIREFLY/PHANTOM 24
Brilliant first k it! Vector with Firefly main and 
Phantom 24 reserve. In good condition. Al­
timeter II, Pro tec, small jumpsuit and goggles 

Sensible offers only 
Day: 0206 578267 (ex 418) 

Evening: 0206 767180
GLIDEPATH CLIPPER 194 SO FT
Glidepath Clipper 194 sq ft 
Burgundy /  silver /  pink. Only 100 jumps 
Mini risers, mini links, mini lines

£300
Contact Steve Nundy - 

Cornwall Parachute Centre 0841 540691

COMPLETE KITS FOR SALE
For only £400 you can own a Talon Con­
tainer brand new, with flaps No 1 and 2 to 
your custom colours, including free bag, etc. 
Also 3 complete sets of kit for sale, the chea­
pest is :

£350
Tel: 0252 27412

COED 170 TEARDROP/SQUARE
Wanted. Contact, (Ex Light Infantry Trail- 

blazers Team Kit) Canopy or full rig. (or 
information on their whereabouts)
For sale (or part-ex above) Coed 170 - ap­

prox 150 jumps, square reserve, matching 
colourfull Teardrop

£850 ono
John Hodges, 0948 880737 

or Tilstock Airfield weekends
CHASER/PEGASUS/ PHANTOM 24
For sale - Phantom 24', Pegasus, new blue 
Chaser and frapp hat

£400
Tel 0533 780203

CHASER/GQ RAYDER/SWIFT
Chaser (Black & Grey)
GQ Rayder main (Only 56 jumps)
Swift reserver (never used)
Excellent condition & genuine reason for sale.

£850 ono
Rick Mellor (0780) 64501 X7183 

(Office hours) 
(0780) 782374 (Evenings)

FURY/CHASER/SWIFT
Container - A ll black with rainbow piping 
Main - Rainbow with black end cells (mini 
risers, throwaway). Reserve unused +Swift 7 
cell. A1 condition - 40 jumps.
Plus alti, fraphat and jumpsuit

£900
Daryl Campbell 0246 221725

Pegasus main with KXXII reserve in Peakin 
"Racer" copy, with parabag, chest mount, 
hook knife, log book wallet and packing mat.

£500
Phone Keith (0642)812 665

TALON/PD 190/PHANTQM 24
Black Talon, rainbow PD 190 - 300 jumps, 
Phantom 24 - unused. All MOT'd and ready 
to jump. Must sell hence:

£600 ono
Phone Rob Harmer 0446 781541 anytime

Spot the DZ - Answers

1) NWPC, Cark
2) Palma, Mallorca
3) Gap, France

4) Black KnightsPC, Cockerham
5) Moscow
6) Perris Valley

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS COST £5 FOR 40 WORDS PLUS 10P PER WORD THERE­
AFTER. ADVERTS CAN BE PLACED BY PHONE OR FAX BUT PAYMENT MUST BE 
RECEIVED BEFORE GOING TO PRESS. CHEQUES SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO: 
AIRSCAPE LTD AND SENT TO: AIRSCAPE LTD 

3 TYERS GATE 
LONDON SE1 3HX

LOTS OF MONEY

For every 1 st jump student you send to the 
Midland Parachute Centre we will pay £15.00. 
Our course fee is currently £100.00. For further 
Information contract Liz on 0543 271676
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PERRIS
AIRM m i
INVITATIONAL

And now for something completely different.
What was different? No bench. No axe. No first 

string group. No dictatorship. No humiliating de­
briefs, No stress. 15 to 20 minute dirt dives in­
cluding creeping 20-ways. Some of the finest 

large sequential dives ever seen. 
50 jumpers from across the country took part in 

the First Annual Airmoves Invitational hosted at 
Perris Valley California, March 31 - April 5. 
There were only a handful of national medal 

holders but nearly everyone had team training 
and competition experience. 

On most of the dives the jumpers 
were broken into two groups or­

ganized by Dan Brodsky-Chenfeld 
and Tom Falzone. Groups ranged in 

size from 12 to 20 ways.
Each dive had at least one video person and they could count on 

the Visual Moves team of Richard Stuart, Wayne Flemington 
and Dave Crouch not to miss a thing. 

All the dives were done from Perris’ two Twin Otters with occa­
sional back up from "Our Douglas" DC3. Both loads would take 

off together so that the groups could be conveniently shuffled 
for the next jump with out any waiting. With a 9:30 dirt dive call 
there was time to party at night and still be in good shape for the

daily 5 scheduled jumps. 
All participants received a video tape that included 20 minutes 
of the Airmoves 4-way team doing all the blocks and random 

transitions as well as a copy of every dive during the 6 day event.
The end result of this format was hot dives, good vibes, lots of 
laughter and learning, new friends and a great skydiving vaca­

tion for everyone!
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BRITISH PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION

Badminton Parachute Club
Contact J Davis
Badminton
Avon
Tel:045 421 486

Black Knights Parachute Centre
Week-end and Bank Holiday centre. 1st jump SL courses, 
Radios and Aeroconicals. SL and FF progression to category 
10. WARP. RW, and CRW instruction. Tandems. Air-to-air 
Video available. Cessna 185 (in-flight door). Accuracy pit, 
Canteen, showers, Washing and toilet facilities. Tents and 
caravans on DZ. B & B local. Friendly club. All welcome.

Contact: Bob Parry 
Patty’s Farm 
Hilliam Lane
Cockerham Nr. Lancaster 
Tel: Weekend 0524 791820 
(Midweek) 051 924 5560

Border Parachute Centre
On Northumbrian coast (area of outstanding natural beauty) 
ideal for combining a family holiday. Cessna 205 with in-flight 
door. Visitors most welcome. No membership fees, no hire 
charges (even for squares). Canteen on DZ, bar, restaurant 
and great accommodation at centre, 3 miles. Open weekends, 
occasional Wednesdays (BST) and all last week in May.

Border Parachute Centre
Embleton
Northumberland NE66 3XF 
Tel: Embleton (0665 76)588

British Parachute School
Large airfield only used for parachuting, with unlimited altitude. 
Open every day. Visitors welcome. Static line Round and 
Square courses, AFF, Tandem and WARP. Progression 
encouraged. Cessna 206 and Islander

British Parachute School
The Control Tower
Langar Airfield
Langar
Nottingham
Tel/Fax: 0949 60878

Carlisle Parachute Centre
Chief Instructor: Arthur Collingwood
Carlisle Airport
Crosby-on-Eden
Carlisle
Cumbria CA6 4NW 
Tel: 0228 73633

Cornwall Parachute Centre
A different kind of skydiving centre! Cleanest & friendliest 
centre around. Emphasis on having fun and learning. C182 
with inflight door, unrestricted altitude, static line squares, 
R.W. instruction under the Kinesthesia program, creepers, 
video facilities, all types of jumping including R.W. & freestyle, 
good jump prices. Everyone welcome, local accommodation 
available.

Cornwall parachute Centre 
Frans Ranch 
Old Naval Airfield 
St Merryn Cornwall 
Tel: 0841 540691

Devon and Somerset 
Parachute School
Part time club based at Dunkeswell Airfield. Running 1st Jump 
Static Line Courses, Tandem, AFF Courses with very 
experienced instructors who have been running AFF at 
Dunkeswell for 5 years. Student Radio’s, Reserves with 
AADs. Local Accommodation available, Meals available on 
Airfield as well as a Bar.

Contact C.C.I.
2 Wyvern Road
Sherford
Taunton
Somerset TA1 4RB 
Tel: 0823 - 279780

Doncaster Parachute Club
See Target Skysports

Eaglescott Parachute Centre
Open every weekend and also weekdays by arrangement. 
Friendly small club atmosphere with emphasis on safety. All 
students equipped with AADs, helmet radios and GO 
Aeroconicals. RW, CRW, Style and Accuracy pit. Tents and 
caravans on the DZ. Local B&B. If it is windy, you can always 
go surfing! New RAPS Equipment.

Dave Tylcoat 
22 Higher Meadow 
High Bickington 
Umberleigh 
Devon EX37 9AY 
Tel: 0769 60726

Fife Parachute Centre
Full time 12-7 from Wednesday to Friday, 9.30-7 Sat and 
Sunday. 1st Jump courses, progression jumps, Tandem, RW 
(WARP system), CRW. Facilities include canteen, bunk beds, 
camping, Islander. B&B locally. DZ visitors welcome.

Fife Parachute Centre 
Errol Airfield 
Grange
Perthshire PH2 7TB 
Tel: 0821 2673

Flying Tigers Skydiving Centre
No round Parachute Coursesl
Our 5th year of RAPS training & 2nd year as the only A ll 
RAPS centre in the country. Join us down on the sunny south 
coast. We specialise in student square progression, midweek 
courses available. Private, large, hazard free off-airfieId DZ 
with pit. Tandem, AFF, WARP, CRW & RW coaching. 
Experienced jumpers & team training welcome. Islander & 206 
aircraft.

Flying Tigers Skydiving Centre
Goodwood Airfield
Nr Chichester
West Sussex P018 0PH
Tel: Kevin Mcllwee 0243 533444

Freebird Skydiving
Lincolnshire’s new parachute centre situated at Manby 
Airfield. A friendly and fun club offering static line courses with 
progression to freefall using radios and AADs. Cessna 206 
and tame seagull! Jumpers of all experience levels welcome. 
Tandem jumps available. Canteen, toilets, good cheap 
accommodation and showers really close. Go karting and 
off-road 4 WD on site. Open Fridays (Phone first), and 
weekends. Come and see! Tel: Airfield 0507 327877 Office: 
0780 57587 or 0733 370863
Contact: Chris Donaldson - Chief Instructor
3 Reepham
Orton
Brimbley
Peterborough PE2 0TS 
Tel: 0733 370863

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Centre
A lively friendly centre geared towards progression. RW & 
CRW instruction. First jump training on both Round and 
Square Canopies also Tandem and AFF instruction. Islander 
aircraft with in-flight doors, and Helicopter. Unrestricted 
altitude, accuracy pit. Bunkhouse, showers, food and bar on 
airfield. Camping and caravan site next door. Open weekends 
and mid-week in summer.

The Airfield 
Bobbington 
Nr Stourbridge 
West Midlands 
Tel: 0384 88293

Headcorn Parachute Centre
Fulltime, 9 to dusk, very active midweek. All levels of 
instruction /  progression. Tandem, AFF, RAPS, Rounds, 
WARP, Accuracy. Two Islanders - Free accommodation. 
Cafeteria run by skydivers, parachute club shop on site. 
Competitions, tots of fun, everyone welcome.

Headcorn Airfield 
Headcorn 
Kent TN27 9HX 
Tel: 0622 890 862

Ipswich Parachute Centre
Open 6 days a week (closed Tuesdays). Islander and 
Cherokee VI permanently available.
Student, RW and CRW instruction by full time staff. Accuracy 
pit, excellent rigging facility.
Food, accommodation, camping and bar on drop zone.
Ipswich Parachute Centre 
Ipswich Airport 
Nacton Road 
Ipswich
Suffolk IP3 9QF 
Tel: 0473 710044

London Parachute School
Weekend club: beginners courses and progression training. 
Farmland DZ. B&B available locally. Aeroconicals, radios, 
boots and helmets loaned free. All welcome at small but 
friendly club. Please telephone beforehand for weekend 
activity.
London Parachute School 
P.O. Box 18 
Goring on Thames 
Reading RG8 9EW 
Tel: 0249 651909 DZ 
(Weekends) 0860 559112

Merlin Parachute Centre
Open every weekend and bank holiday. Beginners courses, 
excellent student progression, student radios, AADs, boots 
and helmets. Tandem, WARP, AFF, RW/CRW instruction and 
air to air video available. Purpose built training areas, toilet 
and canteen fadlties, accuracy pit and Islander aircraft. 
Friendly atmosphere, non members made very welcome. B&B 
and free camping off site.
Merlin Parachute Centre 
Topcliffe, Near Thirsk 
North Yorkshire
Tel: Weekends 0748 832521 ext 5367 
Tel: Weekdays 0845 524713

Midland Parachute Centre
Skydive MPC. Great weekend club. Islander, free kit hire, 
video and tandem plus S/L and progression R/W jumping. 
Bunkhouse and showers, bar and cafe on airfield. All 
welcome. Cheapest jump prices in the Country.
Midland Parachute Centre 
Dormers
3a Halstead Road 
Gosfield 
Essex C09 1PQ- 
Tel: 0789 297959

North West Parachute Centre
In fabulous lakeland scenery. R W, CRW, WARP, Kit Hire, BN 
Islander, bunk house, showers etc. Camping on airfield, 
visitors welcome open weekends and bank holidays mostly.
North West Parachute Centre
Cark Airfield
Flookburgh
Nr Grange-Over-Sands
Cumbria
Tel: Airfield 05395 58672/58555 
Tel: Weekdays 0772 720848

Oxon & Northants Parachute 
Centre
Situated off A422 between Banbury and Brackley. Open every 
weekend, midweek evenings during BST months. Beginners 
S/L courses, radios, freefall progression, kit hire. Cessna 180 
(inflight door) always available.
Friendly atmosphere, visitors very welcome, no membership 
fee.
Oxon & Northants Parachute Centre 
Hinton-in-the-hedges Airfield 
Steane, Nr Brackley 
Northants
Contact:Mike Bolton 
85 Oak Park Road 
Wordsley, Stourbridge 
W.Mid lands DY8 5YJ 
Tel: 0384 393373



Page 47

Peterborough Parachute Centre
Tuesday to Sunday from 0800hr. Skyvan and C206. AFF, 
WARP, Tandem. Bunkhouse accommodation, free camping, 
bar, food.
UNRESTRICTED ALTITUDE. Twenty years unrivalled 
experience.
Peterborough Parachute Centre
Sibson Airfield
Wansford
Peterborough
Tel: Elton 0832 280490
Peterlee
Shotton Colliery Airfield, 2 miles west of Peterlee Flyover 
intersection. Open daily up to 8.30pm.
Beginners, Tandem, WARP, CRW, canteen, toilets and indoor 
packing facilities.
Shotton Colliery Airfield
Peterlee
Co. Durham.
Tel: (091) 5171234 (091)3865315
Scottish Parachute Club
Over thirty years of skydiving in Scotland. Open weekends 
and Friday evenings. C206/207. WARP, RW, CRW, Style, 
Accuracy (pit and electronic pad), air-to-air video. Canteen, 
lounge, video room, shop. Excellent student progression, 
radios, free kit hire. Good camping, B&B nearby.
Scottish Parachute Club 
Strathallan Airfield 
Nr Auchterarder, Perthshire 
Perthshire PH3 1 LA 
Tel: 0764 62572 (Weekends)

Sport Parachute Centre, The
Young progressive centre, operated by Skydivers for 
Skydivers. Student and RW. Progression, AFF, Tandem, 
RAPS, courses. Weekend and midweek evenings at present. 
Aircraft - C182 with others on occasional call. New club 
building, unrestricted altitude. Canteen and accommodation 
available.
The Sport Parachute Centre
Tilstock Airfield
Whitchurch
Shropshire
Tel: 0948 841111

Stirling Parachute Centre
Fulltime parachute training facility set in spectacular scenery. 
Convenient for both Glasgow and Edinburgh and easily 
reached off the M9. Beginners Courses run midweek and 
weekends. Progression from first jump to experienced free fall, 
RW, WARP, CRW, Tandem. Lecture rooms, Indoor training 
and Packing facilities. Camping Available. B&B nearby.
Stirling Parachute Centre
Thornhill
Nr. Stirling
FK8 3QT
Tel: 0786 87788/Fax: 0786 87748

Target Skysports Parachute Club
Open Pri, Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays - other weekdays by 
arrangement. 1st jump static line courses, tandem jumps, 
excellent student progression - WARP, RW, CRW and AFF 
instruction. Radio helmets, AADs, student and experienced kit 
hire. Cafe, toilet and shower facilities, accommodation, 
caravans and camping. C206, Cherokee-6 and Piper Lance. 
Competitive jump prices everyone welcome. Unrestricted 
altitude.
Target Skysports 
Hibaldstow Airfield 
Hibaldstow, Brigg 
South Humberside 
Tel: 0532 505600

Wild Geese Centre- 
New High Tech Training Area
Open 7 days a week. NITB approved, with accommodation for 
42, hot showers , full catering. Camping welcome. Daily 
student courses -full indoor training - training to Cat 10, RW, & 
CRW instruction and night jumping. S/L Square courses, AFF, 
Tandem jumping, and Display Team. Kit Hire, AADs, radios, 
Air to Air video and a large accuracy pit with competition pad. 
Cessna 206 and Pilatus Porter PC6 B2H4
Wild Geese Skydiving Centre 
Movenis Airfield 
116 Carrowreagh Road 
Garvagh, Coleraine 
Co. Londonderry, N.Ireland 
Tel DZ: 0265 58609/57050 
Dave Penny: 0265 58002

OTHER ORGANISATIONS ASSOCIATED TO THE BPA
The Free Fall Company
Peter Allum and Kevin McCarthy have moved from Slipstream 
Adventures to Peterborough Centre. A new Accelerated 
free-fall school, using Sibsons excellent aircraft, facilities and 
unlimited altitude. Also RW/AFF trips to Gap (S.France).

The Free Fall Company 
Sibson Airfield,
Wansford
Peterborough,
Cambs. PE8 6NE 
Tel: 0832 280055

Scottish Sport Parachute 
Association
Dedicated to the promotion and development of parachuting in 
Scotland. Services provided include equipment grants (Fan 
Trainers, Parachutes, Aircraft, Accuracy Pits, etc), sponsorhip 
of the Scottish National Championships and other competitions, 
provision of the only student progression, WARP, and CRW 
training subsidy system in the world; Rigger and instructors 
training grants and much much more.

Mike Strachan (Secretary)
47 Great Southern Road,
Aberdeen, Scotland.

Slipstream Adventures
Run by Chris Lynch (current National Formation Skydiving 
Champion) as part of the Headcorn Parachute Club. We are 
the U.K.’s longest running A.F.F. school and have 14 rigs at our 
disposal. We offer expert instruction from expert skydivers at all 
levels.
Slipstream Adventures 
The Airfield,
Headcorn 
Kent TN27 9HX 
Tel: 0622 890862 
Fax: 0622 890641

POPS UK
Hon Treas/Sec Michael Allum 
64 Ardleigh Court 
Hutton Road 
Shenfield
Peopy
Tel: 0277 219717

East Coast Parachute Centre
Currently sharing facilities with the London Parachute School at 
Lewknor Drop Zone.
8 Burns Cresent 
Chelmsford 
Essex CM2 OTS 
Tel:0245 268772

Manchester University 
Manchester Polytechnic 
Oxford 
P.C.London 
Salford University 
University of East Anglia

British Collegiate Parachute 
Association
Bath University 
Exeter University 
Glasgow University 
Hatfield Polytechnic 
Lancashire Polytechnic 
Lancaster University 
Leicester University

C/O P F Mayer 
231 Heald Place 
Rusholme
Manchester M13 9PG
Paul Mayer - BCPA chairman 1992 
Mat Usher - Treasurer 
Audrey Kelly - Secretary

David Morris Action Sports
Private AFF instruction with the use of Langar’s facilities and 
aircraft. We can arrange AFF courses in Southern France. 
Kaleidoscope - experts in skydiving promotions, exhibitions, 
stunts and displays.
41 Ellindon 
Bretton North 
Peterborough 
PE38RG

OTHER AFFILIATED CLUBS/CENTRES
Army Parachute Assoc.
The Commandant, JSPC 
Airfield Camp,
Netheravon, Salisbury 
Wilts. SP4 9SF
Tel: Bulford Camp 0980 33371 
ext: (Commandant) 8245 
(Chief Instructor) 8229 
(Staff) 8277

RAFSPA
Weston-on-the-Green
Nr Bicester
Oxon
Tel: 086 989 343

The Red Devils
Queen’s Parade
Aldershot
Hants
Tel: 0252 24431 ext 4600/4699 
Contact: Red Devils 
Browning Barracks 
Aldershot 
Hants.

RN & RM SPA
Dunkeswell Airfield
Dunkeswell
Honiton
Devon
Tel: 0404 891697/891716

Northern Ireland Services Free-fall 
Club
John Boardman 
N.I.S.F.F.C.
Shackleton Barracks 
B.F.P.O. 802 
Tel: Civil 0504 49972 
Military: Limavady 36472

Silver Stars Parachute Team
RCT Parachute Club 
Azimghur Barracks 
Colerne 
Chippenham 
Wilts. SN14 8QY
Tel: 0225 743585/743240 ext 5265

Cyprus Combined Services 
Parachute Club (CCSPC)
CJSATC Pergamos Camp, B.F.P.O. 58
Tel: from UK
010 357 47 44337 (Office)
010 357 47 44245 (D.Z)
Contact: Club CCI

Joint Services Parachute Centre 
Hong Kong
Borneo Lines, BFPO 1 
Tel: 0-483 7221

RAPA JSPC(L)
Bielefelderstr. Normandy, Kaserne 
4791 Sennelager 
Tel: 010 495 254 822378 
JSPC(L), STC, Sennelager BFPO 16.



< />

o
3 0
- ■
O )

25 Hook Cottage, Hook, Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 8EA, (UK) Tel: 0793 854301 Fax: 0793 852 452

tired of waiting for good weather... 
having problems getting off student status... 

yOU... tired of jumping outdated parachute equipment...
If so why not plan a trip to sunny

J

Flagler Beach Florida, U.S.A.
Flagler Beach d b a  F lag le r A viation  Inc. is the hom e o f  R ocky  E v an s and  R ich  Fenn im ore .

 ̂ J  A t F la g le r  A v ia tio n  y o u  w ill r e c e iv e  p e r s o n a lis e d  in s tru c tio n  f ro m  th e  fo lk s  w h o  d e v e lo p e d  the  
'A c ce le ra ted  freefall p rogram m e" (A FF). We specialize in A F F  instruction  using  "state o f  the  art" parachute  
eq u ip m en t. O u r s tu d en t g ear is equ ip p ed  w ith m o d em  R am -A ir canop ies, m ain  and  reserve.
O u r s tu d en t p ro g ressio n  p ro g ram m e is second  to  none.

Cost fo r  the A F F  course (7]mmpg) is $1045.&§ US
I Glagler Aviation a lso  o ffe rs  W A R P  in s tru c tio n , leve l 1 th ro u g h  10, T an d em  P a rach u te  Ju m p s  and  
J A T andem  M aste r ce rtification  by  appo in tm en t.

Cost $200.90 US. (You cover slots in mircmft),
Qftuttdd you be interested In learning to fly am airplane F la g le r  A v ia tio n  In c  h as  a  fligh t 
i d  sch o o l. O u r tra in in g  a irc ra ft is a C essn a  152 (1F R ). O u r fligh t in s tru c to r w ill g iv e  you  p e rso n a lized  
in struc tion  to  p rep are  you  for yo u r w ritten , oral and  prac tica l fligh t tests. W e have a 100%  success rate 
w ith o u r s tu d en t p ilo ts; P P L  co m m erc ia l and instrum ent.

We guaramf.ee your Private Pilots flig h t tmimimg fo r  $2,§§§ US, 
Aviation offers complete Parachute Sales and Service. Team rates are also available in any of our aircraft.

Aircraft for 1992-93 include: Cessna 182, Twin Otter and PC-3 (on call).

When you’re not jumping you can 
relax and enjoy the beach, just 
five minutes from the airport. 
Accommodation on the beach available.

For further information contact:
Flagler Aviation Inc.
S.R. 100 Box 1636
Bunnell, FI. 32110-1636 U.S.A
Phone 904-437-4547 Fax: 904-437-0541

or
Terry Warby 
222 High St, West 
Sunderland, SRI 3DH 
Tel: 091 567 8080

Name: Home Tel No:

Address:

Post Code:

I enclose a cheque or please debit my Access/Visa/Mastercard

A/C  No:

Expiry Date: Signed:

Have you ordered from Sward Sports 
before? O Yes O No

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME

O Blue/Silver O Royal Blue O Black 

O  Green/Grey O Magenta/Grey O Red

O Black O Royal Blue
O Single Bright O Multi Bright

*  O  3/37

■ \ K  O  8/42

O  4/38 O  5/39 O  6/40 O  7/41

O  9/43 O  10/44 O  11/45 O  12/46

Post & Packing UK BFPO
Europe

Outside
Europe

Orders up to £20 
Orders £20.01 to £50.00 
Orders over £50.00

£1.50
£2.00
£3.00

£2.50
£3.50
£4.00

£4.50
£7.50
£10.00

GOODS
P&P

TOTAL
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1300 Int’l Speedway Blvd. 
DeLand, Florida USA 32724 
Phone: (904) 738-2224 
Fax: (904) 734-8297

Available now. Contact 
your local dealer today.




