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Mr. Walter Gubbins 1.F.C. inthis seasons ‘Thomas
Tropical Kit's  hiskneestogether and boogies
through * American skies. The large, s - rodent
sleepingunder hishat wasagiftfroma Vf

2 Way Sequential Team.

Suit by Symbiosis - Make-up by Mandy - Photo by Leo

QUALITY AND RELIABILITY YOU
CANTRUST

1t should come as no surprise to find
out that we have supplied student freefall
rigs(including AFFkitdevelopedby TSE
forusein this country), to the majority of
British clubs. Of the largest military and

Zeroxin Cordura with GQ SAC and Fury main. civilian centres, APA at Netheravon,
RAFSPA at Weston, Slipstream
SERVICEFROM ‘A’ TO 'D’ Adventures, Headcom P.C. and
Nineteen years in our sport has PeterboroughP.C., alluse equipmentfrom

provided TSE with a wealth of experience  TSE for advanced students. If you'vejust

inthe development and manufacture of comethrough the Catsystem, the chances

pa(rjachute equipmencti...an en}_l;élsiasml are that TSE were helping you progress.

and commitment producing THE complete : .

service. A service secondto none. Thg in SMdDesIESiapitieng.;

turn means thatyou can be confident inthe Atthetop oftherange, the TSE
e TSEyouareusingthe ~ CHASERstill maintains its position as the

bestavailable, fromthatinitial PLFthrough ~ best-selling state of theartrig inthe UK,
to SCR and beyond... with over 1500 now in the possession of

Staff qualifications are more than some of the country’s finest skydivers.

- 4 FAA Master Riggers (4 BPA
' Rigger/Examiners), with a collective FOLLOW THELEADERS

total of over 6000 jumps oversee all TheBritish 8 way team doesn't
aspects of the production, maintenance make decisions ."~**" concerming new
andrepairoperationat theloft. Every care equipment. Nor - ** *Royal Marines.
istaken to ensure that each rig from TSE Theirdecision is made based upon sound
meetsthe ...... possiblestandards,from  knowledgeand TSEwere
basicS/Lto themostadvancedassemblies pleased tosupply*  *with alltheir
ontoday’s market. requirements.

Leather Chaser withFiretite Reserve and Maverick Main

THE FIGURES
Whilst our quality will never be
sacrificed for prices,

takealookatour' ‘inthisissueandyou’ll
see just how competitive it is. GENUINE
affiliation with major U.S. manufacturers
together with comprehensive currency
handling facilities, enable smooth, cost
effectivetransactionsto bemadeon either
side of the Atlantic.

No matter if it's a purchase, repack or
repair, TSEwill comet rough withservice,
quality and a keen price.. f=

Give Chris or Derek a call on
0262 678299 Fax 0262 602063
or write/drop in for details
and information packs

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT - PINFOLD LANE - BRIDLINGTON - N. HUMBERSIDE - YO16 5XS



TAL COMPETENCE

"

RESERVES FROM P.F.:
ONE OF THEM FITS YOUR NEED

At the present time, more than 7,000 skydivers put
trust on us for their square reserve canopy. We can
offer one for every weight category, and each of them
is compatible with all parachute systems in use around
the world.

MAGNUM Res.: 520 cu. in. — 257 sq. ft.
MINIMAX 7?7  : 370 cu. in. - 190 sq. ft.
MINIMAX5 : 360 cu.in. —180sq. ft.
MAYDAY 7 : 330 cu. in. — 156 sq. fi.

TRANSFAIR : 310cu.in. —128sq. ft.

TRANSFAIR
7 cells.
128 sq. fi. |

310 cu. in,

ol I TOoM

77 kg MSW.

ATOM is the answer to the [atest
views on modern skydiving
taught by the world experts of
relative work and (free) style.
It is the choice of many top level
individuals and teams like the
French 8-way team or the Ita-
lian 4-way squadra "Outcast”.

The combination of hi-tech components is a
desirable development.

Therefore it makes sense to combine the ATOM
with an amazing, high performance BLUE TRACK
canopy to achieve the most “State of the Ant”
technical harmony that money can buy.

“i"l'he English version of our full colour catalogue is now on sale. (50 FF by Visa — Eurocard — Mastercard — only.)
A |
I/ ﬂWith 40 pages, 130 photographs and more than 80 products presented it is truly unique in the skydiving world!

{_
(24 PARACHUTES DE FRANCE S.A. &5 S oo s
\ W Té.(1)30321633 - Telex : PARCHUT 607 061 F - Fax : (1) 303243 11
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para-gear & equipment co., inc.

3839 W. OAKTON STREET « SKOKIE, IL 60076 USA * (706)679-5805  TELEX: 724438 + FAX: (708)679-8644
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ATIONAL CHAMPIONSIIIPS

British National Open Parachute
Championships (Relative Work) 1991 will take
place at Peterborough Parachute Centre, Sibson
from the 15th to 23rd June. The events will be:
Relative Work - 8 Way Sequential, 4 Way
Scquential (+1ntermediate) and 8 Way Speed

Completed entry forms must reach The
Peterborough Parachute Centre by first post
Friday 24th May 1991. together with the general
entry fee. The competition aircraft is expected to
be a ’Shorts’ Skyvan

TheNational Open Parachute Championships
in Classics and Canopy Relative Work are to be
held at Royal Air Forcc Sport Parachute
Association, Weston on the Green from
Saturday 22nd June to Sunday 30th June 1991.
Events will be Team/Individual Accuracy,
Individual Style, and CRW. CRW events will
be: 4-Way Rotations, 4-Way Sequential and
8-Way Speed stack. For the first time there will
be an intermediate category in the CRW event.
Intermiediate participants must hold an FAI ‘C’
Licence minimum and have competed in at lcast
one regional competition. A tcam may include a
maximum of two seniors. The compctition
aireraft arc expected to be Islanders. Completed
entry forms and general entry fcc must reach
RAFSPA by Friday 31st May 1991.

Random testing for drugs may take place in
all disciplines. A refusal to provide a urine
sample will result in disqualification. A
complete list of substanccs that will be tested for
is available from the BPA Office.

BPA APPOINTS TREASURER

John Lines’ rcplacemcent as BPA Treasurer is
Miss Deborah Clouting. Deborah should have no
problem with her sums - she has been a qualified
chartered accountant since 1984. She started
parachuting 1976 but is a ‘fair weather’ jumper
and prefers to do her skydiving abroad in places
like Thailand and Califomia. As Miss Clouting
is not an elected council member she has been
co-opted onto council for thc duration of her
tenure.

NEW DROP ZONE FOR SCOTLAND?
Tony Knight, operatorof Ipswich PC is facing
stiff opposition to his plans to open a Drop Zone

TO RUSSIA WITH LLOVE
The Irish Parachute club recently
presented the Rybinsk club, USSR
with British Zerox eyuipment from
Thomas Sports. The clubs team went
on to win the USSR cup in the 1990
Combined Parachute event, a success
they ascribe to their equipment; they
were competing against jumpers still
using front-and-back kit. The

& EVENTS

in Scotland. Thc proposed site, near Stirling is
40 miles from Fife PC and |18 miles from SPC,
Strathallan. Irenically, the BPA regulations for
the control of new sport parachuting operations
which underpin the objections were compiled
with the help of Mr Knight, amongst others, in
1987. The regulations lay down minimum
standards for safety, facilities and staffthat new
DZs mustmect. They also state that the views of
neighboring parachuting operations will be
taken into account though " 100% objections by
neighbours will not preclude an application from
being granted if other considerations make the
proposal a valid onc”. Ipswich Parachute Centre
will be closed down in four years time. Earlicr
this yecar the BPA approved a loan of £25,000
towards Mr Knight’s purchasc of thc frechold
property for the new dropzone.

VISUALLY HANDICAPPED JUMP

MrKeith Bundell whois partially sighted and
is aided by a guide dog, performed a static line
jump at Staverton airport in Gloucestershire.
The club is not affiliated to the BPA, operator
Mac Macarthy having obtained CAA approval
to operate. Mr Bundell was talked down by radio
completing an uncventful jump. This sort of
jump would not be allowed at a BPA affiliated
DZ, the BPA belicves the safety disadvantages,
(such as possible failure to recognisc a
malfunction) are too great .

MORE FROM MOSCOW

Moscow parachute club arc keen to sec an
intemational crowd at their first ever Boogie.
Cost of registration will be $470 which includes
20 jumps from 12,000ft, three meals a day and
bunkhouse accommodation. They are able to
help arrange visas and transport from the airport.
For details they now have a British contact: Fran
Gannon, 67 Bedford Court Mansions, Bedford
avenue. London WCIB 3AD.

..AND FROM POLA D

The Polish Boogie (26th July-8th Aug) is now
able to reduce jump prices to $15 for 13,008ft
having obtaincd an MI-26 helicopter from
Russia (which takes 126 jumpers!) in addition to
their other aircraft. For Details:~ Contact Pete
Marsden, Boogie Club, 3 Cheltenham Close,

cw Malden Surrey KT3 3HG.

EDITORIAL

Not much room for the edltor in this issue. Slowly but surely 1
am being squeezed out of the mag but then maybe that's not such
a bad thing (thought 1'd get that in before you start writing in to
tell me). As ] have to keep it short I’ll get to the point. Firstly,
after this issue, Sport Parachutist will no longer be produced by
Tony Lewis of Angel Graphics, who has beenln charge of layout
and design for the last three years but has had problems wth his
health recently. Many thanks to Tony for his contributlons to the
mag during an unsettling time of rapid editor turnover, (which 1
hope has come to an end!). The production and commerciai

ALTITUDE RECORD

There is likely to be an attempt to raise the
skydiving altitude record to 120,000ft later this
year subject to a nearly completed ponsorship
deal. Ex Royal Marine Nish Bruce and rock
climber Harry Taylor will be training in Spain
this summer with Pete Reynolds who is
experienced in high altitude skydiving. The
attempt will take place in Texas using a balleon
to be built by Per Linstrand. L.co Dickinson will
be filming the latter part of the descent.

SKYDIVER DIES IN 160-WAY ATTEMPT
Feb 20-24th, DeLand Florida: The attempt to
build a world record 160-way at deland ended
with the biggest formation at 156, and tragedy,
when a jumper collided with the formation and
remained unconscious until impact with the
ground. It is thought he may have been
unconscious, or disorientated for some reason,
before colliding with the formation as he
appeared to be out of control on his approach.

FIVE U S JUMPERS DIE IN MID AIR
PLANE COL.LISION
Feb 3rd, Wisconsin USA: A Cessna 182
jumpship with 5 skydivers aboard collided
shortly after take off with a Cherokee 140
pilotcd by a student under instruction. All
passengers in both aircraft were killed.

EQUIPMENT

‘The Pintail canopy is now being produced
with ‘Baffle Deflectecurs’ which the
manufacturers claim have solved the problemof
hard openings experienced by some jumpcrs.

SSE, manufacturers of the Altimaster range
of altimeters have released the ‘Airlink’
communications system for freefall
communication. Air to air communication is
achieved by the use of a helmet with carphones,
antenna and radio operating en VHF or UHF
frcquencies. Ground to air communication is
also possible. SSE forsee this being especially
uscful in AFF training.

DZ NEEDED TO HOST SEMINAR

Adrian Mills, who was paralysed from the
chestdown after a canopy collision in the US, is
hoping to organise a seminar for Tandem
Masters on the subject of carrying disabled
passengers. He wouldlike to hear from Tandem
Masters interested in attending or giving a
presentation and also any DZ operator who
could host the seminar, and a weckend of
Tandem Jumping forthe disabled . They will be
doing the jumps to raisc money for charity.
Phone Adrian on: 0705 825155

management will now be my responsibility, which means that you
now have just one person to blame for everything!

Secondly, this issue Is quite heavy. No It Is still 48 pages of the
usual paper stock, ] refer to the content of the correspondence
columns. ] recently received a copy of editorial guidelines from
the BPA and one of the paragraphs reads: ''The editor shall not
allow the pages of SP to be used by readers to pursue personal
and prolonged vendettas"’. Iam therefore authorlsed to officially
request readers, before putting pen to paper, to settie down,
lighten up, chill out, take It easy, cool off, and mellow out . I'd
like to see plenty of debate, but let’s aim the heavy _Runs at
Important subjects and reduce the pecsonal atfacks.

Yours, peacefully...

Ola



Big Is

beautiful

When God came up with skydiving,
He probably had the Hercules lur-
king in the back of His mind.

13.000 feet in seven minutes, eigh-
ty jumpers, eight side by side at the
tailgate. What more could you ask
for? :

The original Hercules Boogie, the
fifth one in ten years, takes place in
Lidkoping, Sweden. It is the origi-
nal, and probably the best organized
boogie in the world involving this
ultimate flying machine. It's run
with great skill by the Gothenburg
Parachute Club in co-operation with
the Swedish Air Force and Army.

All vou need will be there, cam-
ping site, food and drink, hangar
bar, rigging facilities and rock
bands.

Internationally acclaimed load
organizers, instructors and video
photographers will also be on hand.
Jerrv  8ird, Derek Thomas, Jack
Gregory and Alexis Perry will take
your skills to a higher level, and all
jumps with these instructors will be
videodebriefed.

The rules are simple: Check in is

on Saturday, 25 May, 1991. The
jumping starts on Sunday and cont-
inues for seven or eight days, depen-
ding on the mood and the weather.
The jumps cost SEK 100 each.

If you want to join the party,
which of course you will, the first
step is to be sure that you have had
at least 100 jumps when the boogie
begins, and be able to prove it when
you check in. If so, the registration
fee is SEK 350. Pay by postal giro to
40 07 55-5, Hercules Boogie 91,
Box 31127, S-400 32 Gothenburg,
Sweden, or pay by postal money
order. (No bank checks accepted.)

In good time before the boogie we
will send you a 16-page manual
with all the information you might
need.

This year, we have limited the
number of jumpers from the Nordic
countries, so the boogie will stay the
multi national-gathering that it's
meant to be.

See you!

(If you have any questions, or

want us to send you a poster, please
call Anneli, (Int+46) 31 40 46 96.)

HERCULES

25.5-1.6 LIDKOPING SWEDEN

91




Scottish Parachute Club
Alive and Kicking.....

Contrary to what some members may be thinking there is a healthy
and active skydiving scene in Scatiand.

Founded in 1960, SPC is the oldest club In the country yst has never
fett 5o lively and enthwsiasti.

Parachuting is under the eys of Tim Andrewes, the new CCl and the
club is now capeble of offering coaching in WARP, RW, CRW, Style
and Accurscy. There is no shortage of experienced jumpers to help
with the coaching and there s alarge number of people progressing
through the system.

SPC is probably best known as the home of the Scottish Netionals
but thereis now a number of smaller competitions running through-
out the year for all axperience levels.

Those who were at the Scottish Nationals last ysar wik notice a
number of changes for this year. There is a larger student training
aves in progress, the club has a new video room forinstant replaying
of eny video dives. The camtoen has been fully revamped and is now
run by Kenny Diniair and Rocky Stewart who, when not jumping, can
be seen behind the counter wearing ever so tasteful aprons!

For jumping the club runs its own G206 and also has a G207 for use
every weekend ensuring 8 quick tumaround o you can get a decent
number of jumpe in & weskend.

Talking of umps SPC also offers the cheapest jump prices in the
country, so not only can youcome and jump your bum off you should
also have plenty of money left to spend in the Star Hotel at night.

Scott Macfarice. SPC Club rep

A YEAR OF BEING
A SQUARE PEG
IN A ROUND HOLE!

The Flying Tigers

Well they said we were crazy to do it, but
then we’ve never been considered conven-
tional, more the black sheep of parachuting.

Following the example of the United Sates,
(where incidently round parachutes are now
banned for sport parachuting), we took the
plunge in 1990 and scrapped all our round
systems, training all our students on square
canopies.

This is not revolutionary, as we have been
training RAPS students since 1987. Although
we also trained students on the round system,
our students preferred to convert to RAPS at
an early stage. Students seeing the two
systems soon decided that square was the way
to go.

In 1990 we trained 1075 RAPS students. We
are still learning and our courses have changed
a lot since the early days. It is very exciting for
both staff and students tobe in at such an early
stage of the next development in sport
parachuting.

We use Telesis rigs with a Manta Main and a
26ft lopo reserve. We are still using round
reserves although we are looking at changing
our to squares as soon as our budget allows.
We feel the initial problems with square
reserves have beenironed outnow.

Sandy Reid from Rigging Innovations has
been absolutely brilliant. His after sales service
is second to none. He really cares about the
equipment he is producing and has come over
twice from the United States to see how it is
performing in the field. UK manufacturers
please take note! Our students enjoyed talking
to Sandy about the Telesis and the Talon, (both
of which we are agents for incidentally),
asking him a mind boggling number of
questions. Together we discussed the kits
performance and how it could be improved,
minor alterations were then made.

The reason for this article is to let everyone
out there know something of what we are
doing. People in the forefront of the sport and
even other DZ operators hadn’t realised that
we no longer ran round courses. The JNCSO’s
also seem to be unaware that we are the first,
and so far only, all-square Centre in the coun-

tryRAPS training has been going on worldwide
for several years now and developed in much
the same way as the original round equipment
and courses were developed. Yet there is little
formal recognitionof RAPS in this country. We
have our own home grown RAPS Instructor,
Rop Kennedy, the first in the country. On his
PI course Rob had to learn about round
canopies, something he was totally unfamiliar
with. Once a fully qualified Instructor he had
to go to another Centre and train students on
equipment fundamentally alien to him. Once
he reached the required number of jumps to
teach RAPS he came back to us and familiary
territory. He is notalone. We now have several
Club members who would love to be instruc-

tors, but who do not want to take what they
see as a backward step in the sport. Surely it is
time to recognise the RAPS system rather than
just pay itlip service, especially as more Clubs
are phasing out their round training. A more
structured common training system is
required, rather than each Club re-inventing
the wheel. We offered toset out a draft manual
based on our experience but didn’t even
receive an acknowledgement from the BPA.

There is a feeling amongst the more
entrenched element of photographic circles,
that photography is not really photography
unless you struggle around with tons of
mkanual equipment and use only black and
white film, which you develop at home your-
self. Automatic state of the art equipment is
shunned and regarded as gimmicky and not
worthy of serious consideration. Lets not let
that happen in parachuting with the “round is
sound” philosophy. After all we know that the
world really isn’t flat.

The monetry commitment of developing
RAPS is enormnous with little financial return.
DZ operators are often accused of being fat
cats, ripping off the poor jumper. As someone
once said, the only way tomake a little money
out of parachuting is to start off with an awful
lot! Almost without exception DZ owners are
putting their “profits” back into the develop-
ment of the sport, with little or no support
from outside agencies. Having exhausted our
personal funds, we recently applied to the
BPA for a grant or loan to help us continue our
work. Our application was turned down.

As to the Iglture? The main problems facing
us and other DZ operators are firstly the
economic climate and secondly the great
British weather! Neither of which we can do
much about. However we are committed
(some say we should be) to the development of
the sport and our Centre. Cat 8-plus students
and experienced jumpers have, we admit,
been rather neglected by us, while we have
been developingRAPS, butwehope toredress
the balance this year.

If youare in the area do drop in and say Hi!
You may even geta lob in!



0SE3 ‘picoay Aem-gz| 0} dn-pjing pi0d3Yy Xoeys ve ayowsg buyes) seyg uew g
(S3dALE).ZX € Od
[T R s B gH sabed ooz ‘Buipeas yeasb ‘'sojoyd Jua|20xa jo {in4 -BuiaipAxs Aep yuasaid
9 cm:o:: sJjaauold woyy 'weay Ja)ad Aq Bunnyosesed jo Aoisiy 38| dwoo v 3jdoad Ays ay],
(01530 N T mI m.E:_o\, _wa wu_a oSt xo._aa< "SBWN|OA 33JL)) U S3JN}aid JNOJOD |IN4 411 R 1§ ‘] IeD S3aIS,
6663 X © ‘g sabed zg “uib wa0xa uy “BunpAxs jo

U:Qs wE oE_ um.wc_ ue m:_>_m 1X3) u.mmn 6uipnioul yooq ainjoid inojoo |In4  BulaipAxg ‘Aieiqiy ainyoid,

05213 "gH sabed pp| ‘sjuapnis Joj |eap| ‘sapuabiawa pue syxa o)
6uwiely pue .:mEa.:vm EQ: ﬂuwnwm lle S1BA0D spuolwwIG-BIYS sopey) Ag Buignyseiey uodg o1 aping,

G623 0 f C “‘dd sabed gz| ‘sjuapnis 44y 0} papuswwoday sweibeip pue
moh:.oa Eo__wuxo E vwxumn 8s)N0D 44y Jnoge yiey) sa Isiewnol Ag sAeq ybig ul Buiaphys,

(1R % gH sabed gzz 1xa) Jua||3dxa ay) Juawidwoo 0} sojoyd JNojod
J0 AQuayd pue BuiaipAxs sapnjou| __Omc_xo_n_ 0a7 Aq %00q |aAe) ainjuaape puz 3Jqissod S| Buiyyhuy,

5643 YR e e Sy gt ! ‘GH ¢ ad sabed GGz “BuinipAxs pue Bujuoojeq

‘Buisoued ‘Buiquuid sapnpu| ‘uosumdIg 037 AQ ¥00Qq |anel} aiMuanpy ,3|qissodu ayy Buiwgig,
WOVEHIdVd - 8d HOVABAUVH - 8H

BT IR, AR R sawy Aejap aje(Ndjed O} 3|NY-aPIS Joje|NdjeY |jB}aald
DG PR < 24 R Seg: unojo) ‘ubisap Adoue) | ubisap My
sjuaosasony Guipnjoul sinoiod Auepy “siajiem uojAN 183004 diH 313|1eMm
G6'G3 whia AR e SR v Fepanse ety 138 g0 | OIOJAS piepuels Painojo) ‘sao}g aqn)
GO = ' s tatieh ™ - % i auljoDIW piepuelg ule|d ‘saoys agn})
0sSv3 RERALSTIRN S = a ax e e REed = T T " * san0j09 Jybuq Aro0sb pue |00y sassejbung
av/z1L svlLL vyloL EVI6 () i

Ly ov/9 6€/S 8EMY 18l€ sazig

Noe|g anig [eAoy wbug 8)buig - wbng ninyw SIN0JI0D
S6PL3 i ._mm\s«oe NQ >_co oz.r wnm:m apjue yum sjepues Jaqany (sbuoy)) sdosg ‘siepueg

00623 {wJoj J8pJO 10} 3ON) SI8pIO WOISND

G6'6L3 ° R e iR SONDAA. do) dogd sdesjs papped ‘syaxood jo mﬁj beqesed Wi

0SL¥3 - st T unojo) ‘sqe) Bumoeq ‘s19pialp € yim 19xo0d juoy s3jiews snid
19n00d ulew abien ojpuey Aued ‘sdesis Jap|noys papped Ssiaydod yum bGeg Biy
S60L3 ©°° 4nojo) ‘siapjoy sBsyy ‘ease Bulssuy papped ‘azis abiel 31a320d yum ey Buiyoeqd

FEANYTIZOSIW
GerGalF TS e (TS T T T unojo) dess 1sayd 0} Sli4 YaNnod ul 3jluy ez
L 3L e el et L g ] ‘pmys dod pue adey yim 3jluy yez
GZE€3 vttt Bulysy Joy poob osly “ajuy Aduabiausa apelq ajbuis jlews ajiuy yez
4 R RS | S i i SF s 1NOI0D  YINOd Ul 31Uy YOOH Wnuwn|y
GG OMSF © S TR MR TR R EERERATY QR N niens 3EZ SB SWeS 3jiuy YOOH wnuiwn)y
0GLEIN - R R i s N A e TR N @_._._ou_:waE:_Q:u ajiuyder Joy yanod
TR, i 5 S i A i W ‘sape|g a.edg ‘ajiuyoer
SIAINA

0§63 o pedjuiue spaau JanaN ‘MHD () MY ) dweys Bumu) yjas
e 1T SRR T ; s papnpoul ¥oed 13|y Yy Yyim anoqe sy sabeg 6o7/iaingfiapioy
G62t3 " e 2 sabed 60j ay) pue Japuiq Buu-g ay) jo uojeuiquo) sabed 6071/iapjo4 Bojxey
0593 ' asow :u:E ucm mco..uwm uonewsojul ‘sajou "Aieip ‘|eioueuly ‘Ssaippe sapnppu|  sJajji4 |esauads Bojxey
G663 . © - sepuigfseuue(d jeuossad Buu-g pajeuiwe) Aienb ybiy sapjo4 Bui-g 6ojxey
S6'v3 T 5T ki mwmma :o:mEBE_ “(xejoi4 a1) Jauueld jeuossad 6uu-g Joj yooqbo sabeq 6o Gojxey
GL'S3 7 i * ‘anoge se sabed cosz._oE_ aweg abed/sdwnr g1 'joog 601
G.'G3 . h f sabed uonewsojui Jo s)07 300q60| oy it Z ‘yoog 6o

(0504 R 3 papped Ajin4
mc_cm,mm_ izizs pun mannsd esxa Yim anoge sy axnT aqg ‘1ap|oH yoog 6o

0563 TN ey papped ‘sdwels MHD '8 MY 10} SI3P|OH

sjaxood uad g Jews g ‘abie; ¢ ‘yoedeieq oiseg ‘JapjoH ¥oog 6o

SWILSAS 901

A43QA0

. |

a3AINDIFA dWVY1S ON

0S'v23 SR Em_m 0} wajs muom::ou E_o_ EE_oc Aue 0) S}lj WA)S JUIOL |BSIBAIUN/WAS
56693 . IS £k pPoJ ,v/L Yim Junow ul sua yYbig uoyman
00 0.3 S Ao 03)01d 'WIY/O3PIA/S||IIS 10} S}ayOeIq UOjAU B 3je|d 3jeuoqedijod jJunow

G663 : ; ; ! *  jaubeyy abpuy IN§1N0Jj00 A1aA SJ3||Bjdal4 Ajuny

G663 il o ol aleg Uim G681L3 aleg oN
desg yoelg Juswanow zpenb ssimg “aoey ubisap Jajawiye |euonipes] Saydem

yooosg

GZG3 - © T J9|eyeaty uo-juoy uo-3apis saidoued aienbg sjuepuad JaA|S
svgy PET-TEEY] uo-juoyy uo-apIs saidoued alenbg sbBuiluel saapg
{uoD/v) punoy uo Juoy) asenbg uo apis asenbg
QLGS =W A wapue | Jajjey8aiy {y200s9) €20 sabpeg uid |]aweu3
b I
S683 " i T T uid oH an|g Xoelg pay SJNOJOd wu |
‘siaseam a|oejoads Joy 96606 sus| sesp y sasse|bak3 JaaQ s,doosy
GHApSIm o 3T 2 = g 3uld 10H anig [ xoe;g (- pay () $Jnoj0) wul
ayowsg | ea) pajuan apig sud Jed|) s, doosy
DEREar" P 1T 1nojo) "Ajwoo 'Arenb ybiy ‘dess apm ‘sabpa apans jog suat sea|) suaT iy
G623 olalali i i y X L 1 W S sJauln 23j0ud
G6'GEJ ccorooo o anig ekoy () oelg pay (1 3IUM | $Jnojo)
X 0 1 W (Sp = 18wjay onseid ybno] 2ajoid
G6¥S3 - ang bupiy X¥oelg 1C W I S {
. Jaudjse diy ‘sajoy JapAQ apew Asoyoe; ‘yeH ddesy
06 263 R R ' WJOJ JBPIO IO %OO)S IOy BUOY4 Jauajse) diy) ‘sajoy JaNAQg
SINOJ00 @ 8zIS woisn) 13yiea| Anenb payesopuey apewpuey ‘yeH ddesy
6ZL3 ©©© " san0|b |lewsou JnOA Japun S}i - YILIEM B1X3 JO} SAAOID JO) SIBUIT SJauu) WIS
05213 L W " %oeq soeiq/wied xoeig ¥0eq asionbunyxuid joy pue wied apym ()
sjqeuoiyse ‘i Yyolans "3oeq esdAjwied Jayiean dug
0S'213 R B o o T N T aum () Anen () pay 3oeig
J3)um Joj [eap| Buiy 8s0)) 'Sy yiim sano|b Jayjea| pauy| jeunayy |ewayy
0S 213 =l il ’ 2§ B e EREEaIaN £) Anen () pay ¢ soe|g !
asn asodind ||e J0j Jud||30X] |98} BANISUBS ‘JBYiead) uw:__:: Buiyy 8so|) masduy
s6hx . 6 O 8w gus usx [ :§32I1S
G6'683 ' Mg Tt s s n s y0Rig '9UO0) SNONUIUOD YMEYOJDIN
000w "p® Mot HoM R B asionbin) ) anig [ soe|g | pay |
pnoj A1ap Wybiay 1asaud je auo) mc_.mm_:a FENT ]
S[9A3| (|8 O} PAPUBWIWOD3Y 18W|3Y Ul J Jey) SaoIAap Alajes Ssaualeme apniiy
S6'G3 B, LA 1y JUNOW ISUM
5623 ol i 4 : (sued) ped jsayd o} ji Js)seWNlY YIENE S)axydeIa N,
66'L3 i At T u4nojoQ ‘ajiuy ¥BZ Ul iING YIM SA0QE SE 3jiuy yez/ped i1sayd
SL'v3 i R = & Epf £ T _unojon ‘sisswnie jje s)y ped weoj ped 3sayd
05283 o © o Rpamis Kiap E:oE .mEs mmn:_uc_ ‘a0e) ¥oe|q 'y 000l dduesd4 ap saynysesed
662vL3 N . - Bununow jsum 10§ [B3P| Y 000'ZL Il JAISEWY
SLZHL3 ‘Jsjawil|y pJepuels, 8yl ‘adej ayym 'y 000°CL Il Jdsewn)y

S6'YS3 i _ . : . wud () anig () pay () woelg ¢
an|eA jeald) ‘JUNOW JSUM S3PNJOU| “JUNOW }S3YD JO JSUAA “3DB} S}IuMm ‘Y 000'E| INBUOIdY

eSves8 £€6.0 -xed {(3n) vas vNS

. S}IM ‘UopuIMg
—.cm*mm mmNQ .—mn—r ‘§OOH .@m-wzoo YO0H GZ

SI0dlS Qs

awo2japp salnbug usjeaq




ZSP7S8 €640 ‘XV4

LOEPSB €620 3L “(MN) Y38 PNS "SHIM ‘UOpuIMS HOOH ‘aBe}OD JOOH GZ ‘suods piems

ey w | R
3| d®d [@sew) [_vsin__] ' el I i e
- edany adaungy
3 | :SA00o somn0 | vodaa [n Bgyd 9 150y |
:aimeubig

:aleqg Andx3y _

HERREEC . CEHEEEE

:ON JUN0JJY PIEDIBISEN/ESIA/SS3I0Y Aw 11Gap aseajd Jo anbayd e 8s0jous |

:9p07 S04
:SSaIppy
3 ‘ON (3] 8WOK -aweN
OON O SaA £81043Q S)J0dS PIEMS WOJ) PBIBPIO NOA areH

Unawaoviesd v an3s ST ) WO A3QA0 SIHL I1INdWOI ISVId

G6'623

S6'61L3

G6'6€3

56623

S6'613

G6'6L3 -

........ Kjuo 10y 13y33b0y (eIS3YISBUIY, ANV ,SIISBE 3YL, NIOM 3Ane|3Y, Ang Y3440 TVIDAdS

............. % (A Jeddod 09 Allem. ()

....... OQ .mu.q:?)w.m—.—w. R .m”““ = .thww_wﬁ_w:;r .,

....... J VU _ i) 210l 3} ‘Kllem, ¢
..... 21—0&5 and M T B Auem by ayy,

.............. ..wz-&:.I.......Z..........wOwo_>>._._<>>m:on_._._<

© * * "|equanbas ue ayj jo 3jels o) uonenpelb 44y wosy deb ayy abpiiq diay o} souey Ano uoidweys
PHOAA £q p3juasasd S3AIP [BUOIONAISUI JO 03PIA ¥ 'Jud) uewsol Aq ybiy Apoq jo ye ay) ersayisauly,

suiw + ()9 ‘Pajeseu 3w SIY} sieag Jiy 8J0W pue pnoj) B apiy 'UORUSAUOY) JBYJ0Ig3eal 4
‘eiAe|SOBN A Ul GgEL Ul sdiysuoidweyd Ay ay) wouy Ajuiew abejooy sieag sty uoidwey) plIOA
- ‘ade)] auo ayj uo |je salnow 3jeiedas ¢ Jo sasudwoa 03pIA SIY] ,uonedwol JUdY UBWION,

alk1saayy Buipuelsino awos pue abejooy
MU 1U3|j90x3 OS|e SI 813y ‘wea) weal 3y} pue Aem (g ‘Aem g| ‘(enuanbas Aem g pue ¢ sapnjoul
pue spunoibxoeq 2103 JO SPNIRINW B Ul }3S SI Wiy SIy] Jud)y) ueuwuon Ag ybi4 awe) sbuip woay,

6uidwnl 35vg pue wapuel ‘MyD ‘My 3pNjoul pue Jayjoue o} auo paxoed
uofoe auo wouj 06 sauads ay] I3AIPANS uou e Aq Bumaia 10y 1O |00} uonowoid |eapt ue S| pue
6uinipAxs j0 10adse A13A3 SIBA0D 03pPIA 3JNUIW GZ Siy) ‘Jud)y UBWION AQ ,wea] weaiq 3y} jo by,

v f AN \Y

|

A

. il

abejooy a|f1saay buizewe pue wea] bej, Buipnou 3ouei{ woy swyy ssep doy £ Buneaesy, ()

o cAmeEBwmik AR S e 6unaauiejunoy pue 6uiuoojieg ‘buiniqg aren
'‘BunipAng Buipnjour spods aINJUsAPE JO SHOS ||B SIBA0D) "UOSUIYDK] 037 JO SW|y SINJUSAPE
3y} puiyaq sauo}s ay) je Hupyoo| Saueu3WNI0p UOISA3IB) AnuIW g9z X £ dlqissod si Bunyfuy,

‘anjea Jua|iRox3 j9m se sdwnf buesy jo sauas
e pue saAjasway) sdiysuoidweyd MO 0661 34t ‘puejiey) jo abejoos ywm Bumaia jo sinoy gz saalb )
‘Al UBWIRS Yiim uonounfuoa u) piepy uowts AQ paonpoid sem 03piA siy)  sdiysuoidwieyd pyo PHOM, ()

G~ L ¢ ‘Buipue| snowey  spuimumoq,, pue s1apng Mnj
ay) Aq saimeay yym BulaipAys gsadns jo sainuiw G st} ‘utedg ‘[0S [8p BISOD) 3U) UO 68EL Ul
aoe(d %00} 1ey) BulAipAxs Jua||@oxa ay) saimded oapia siy) sdiysuoidwieyd BuiaipAys pliop ayl, |

* 09pIA 3y} J0 ped Aue 0} SS300e ASEa pue |SB} JOj }3|%00q 3JIoWaW

apie 3344 B pue 13wl 3Wel-Ul [BNSIA B SBPNJOU| 8!8 YDBOD pue Juapnis ayj Yieq Joj Isnw v
‘sasnjeay mau awos snid awwelibord dyyMm 8y woiy Buluies) YJ0p ANBISY 10} S|3A3)| oL |IB

sapnui 03pIA Y] ‘sade] dHYM SN0IA3Id Om} BU) JO UONBUKQWOD ¥, SIISeg 3YL, HJOM 3ANE|3Y,

Q104 1Syid4

i3dV1 AMOILS 3SN LON 00 3SV3Td 'I1dVLS JIONIS V¥ ONISN 31dVLS + LHISNI + 0704 GdIHL

< dg8 YNS

H UOpPUIMS

(91S1 NS) 1SOd33y

ST @ SEERINZAN

4704 ANOD3S



HOW SLOW CAN YOU GET?

Dear Editor,

Graham Amies wrote in the previous issue
about taking 10 years to make Cat 8 - how did
he do it so quickly ! ask?

Having made many military static line jumps,
I progressed to freefall at Weston on the Green
and made my first 5 second delay in 197 2.

They were civilized times; staying in the Mess
at No.l PTS (Parachute Training School) RAF
Abingdon and flying to Weston in the Rapide
Jjumpship. Lhave vague recollections of the pilot
being a great Polish character who had WW2
experience andwho navigated from Abingdon to
Weston on misty marnings by following the road
and apparently reading the road signs. (Well the
recollections are probably suffering from the
ravages of senile decay and hangovers).

Civilian work plus other hobbies and the
injuries associated with them (incidentally,
although all aviation activities are said to be
dangerous and | have had a spectacular hang
glider crash I've never had a parachuting injury
- or deployed my reserve), all conypired to make
progression through the category system very
slow. But whilst it was frustrating, it was also
thorough and 1 bhene fitted from the advice of
many excellent instructors and experienced
several DZs.

Some of the jumpmaster names in my log book
are well knewn, although maybe not to many of
you youngsters! People like Doug Peacock
helped me leap backwards off the wing of the
Rapide at Weston. Alex Black piloted the Eagle
Club’s jump ship at Ashford - expertly [ thought,
despite the probable/ part own goal of hiy
eventual and very sad, demise. At Headcorn, 1
remember Jane Buckle in her early days of
parachuting; then, in 1982, when after further
gaps in my parachating I was back on 10 seconil
delays, she was my jump master (mistress?).

In 1983 with the BPA still debating whether
1o "legalize” AFF, | took a chance and went to
Deland, where Tom Piras and Bob Hallett took
me to level 8. Back at Headcorn Dave Parker
allowed me to go for a Cat 8 qualifying dive and
there | was, 11 years after my first freefall, at
BPA CAT 8!

Buit my "record” doesn't stop there - it is now
199/ and [ am still Cat 8. From time to time 1
think about devoting some priority to
progression, butwork or other excuses get in the
way. In 1990 they included getting an Islander
in my private pilot log book and wearing a neck
bracvihroughmost of the summer - no they were
not connected.

Flying the Islander check out circuits at
Headcorn (although based at Biggin) made me
think 2hout building up some more experience
in it td trying to get in on the jump pilot act.
But s, that sort of distraction might slow up my
rapidprogresstowards Cat 10 by the year 2000!

I ve skies and rapid progress to you all.

lauric Hinds  BPA 064873

BULGARIAN PARACHUTING

Friends

The only flying club in our capital is the oldest
aeronautical school in Bulgaria. At the
Bojourishte airport our first pilots and
parachutists had their aerial baptism. And now,
young enthusiasts are being trained here at
aerial sports. Parachutism is particularly well

developed. Paragliding is making its first steps,
but the conditions for its development are really
good in our commtry.

But probably you have an information from
the press, that the economic situation in our
country is becoming worse every day. There is
a real danger for us to lose our decades of
experience.

Inordernot to interruptthe continuity and the
tradition in our aerial sports, we would like to
ask you for help. We will appreciate very much
your help and will be very grateful to your
parachutists and flying clubs, if you will be able
to send us parachutes and paraglidery even with
residual resources.

Your help now will be a good basis for future
contacts. There are things, indeed. in the old
town and in our flying club, that could be
artractive to you.

We are looking forward to your answer.

Our address is:

Bulgaria. Sofia 1517. Pastima No 8

Flying Club

Vladimir Kolev - Head of Parachute Section

IT'S HAPPENIN’ IN HONG KONG

Dear Editor,

Reading the December issue of the Sport
Parachutist I was a little perturbed by a letter
from FLoraine Patrick concerning jumping in
Hong Kong. | have to agree with Loraine that
parachuting "is still happening * in llong Kong
and | agree that it is due to the "total dedication
of the staff and members"” of the club. However
[ can see no reason for Loraine or anyone else
1o be so surprised at this.

When [ arrived in Hong Kong last September
I was aware that the parachute club here has a
split DZ. Split DZs have always hacl incurmbent
problems none of which are insurmowatable. As
the club’ s experience in operating a split DZ has
grown, so the solutions to the problems have
improved and accordingly the number of jumps
has increased dramatically. In fact it has
increased nearly tenfold since the same time last
year. The number of club members, both student
artd experienced has also increased.

The staff have tackled the split DZ problem in
three ways .

Firstly, good logistics planning ensures that
the necessary equipment is available at the
take-off point. Good communication between
the club und the aviation authorities, means we
are able 10 get as many as 12 lifts per day from
Kai Tao. The limiting factar now is the number
of people available to jump (or the weather, of
course ) not the spliv DZ. Secondly, the club
organizes a monthly helicopter weekend when
an Aerospatiale Lamma is hired for sport
parachuting. The lamma is able to operate
Sfrom the drop zone so for at least one weekend
per month the Cessna I52 can be dedicated to
student jumping while experienced jumpers do
not have to suffer the inconvenience of a split
DZ.  Last but not least, the staff have been
organizing excursions to 1)/s where jumping is
only limited by daylight hours. We have so far
made four weekend trips to the People’s
Republic of China jumping An-2s, and last
month saw the first trip to Macau. These trips
add a whole new dimension to parachuting with
JSPC (Hong Kong) and to the unity of the club .

Since last September | have done 65 jumps.
That doesn’t break any records but it more than

keeps me current. So, yes Loraine, we are
"happy” but nobody 1 know in the club is in the
least bit "surprised".

Peter Christie. BPA 108421. D4973

HANDBAG SWINGING

Dear Editor

With reference to the anonymaous verbal
assassination of Mr Hesketh published in the
February issue of SP. it disturbs me that the
magazine continues to be used by individuals 1o
swing their handbags at one another. What's
going on? Any serious points that were being
made by the unknown riter are totally
discredited by the unnecessary «nd sarcasiic
tone of his letter.

Incidentally, ifwe are really concerred about
The Queen's English, surely the apostrophe in
"@ueen’s Englisli” should be berween the i and
the s, not after the s where it appeared in the
letter. Sadly for the author I also have (o point
out that "hazzards” should. in fact, contain one

Alas, nobody's perfect.
Yours uncontcntiously, Jerry Laurence D7181

You aint seen nothin’ yet - PTO for more
handbags being swung.....Fd

SUBSCRIPTION COST - IS IT VFM?

Dear Editor

Why do I feel I'm getting poor value for my
BPA membership supscription? let me make
sonte comparisons.

My USPA membership cost me £2683 10
renew tlis vear ($49.5). For this 1 get 3rd party
insurance, {2 copies of a mugazine (including
excellent incident reports). and tlie
admministrative services of the USPA.

By comparison, BPA membersliip now costs
£39.80. Forthis | get third party insurance. 6
copies of a thinner (but improving) magazine
and the administrative services of the BPA.

The breakdown of costs given by the BPA
chairman in his letter to members isn't very
detailed. The £9.80 increase is blamed on
insurance costs, yet only £10.00 (a quarter) of
the total goes on insurance. Where does the rest
go?

The 'BPA subscription’ is quoted as costing
£27.11, inctuding the mugazine. Taking the
mysterious cover price of £1.50, whtch appears
and disappears from issie to issue, six
magazines would cost £9.00. This leaves £18.11
unaccounted for, a substamtial amount.

1 believe that a more detailed cost breakdown
should he provided for members to consider.

A further thought: do the BPA council have a
mandate from their members to spend their
money on subsidising drop zone operators? (see
John Lines letter). Shouldn’t this money be
raised by drop zone operators through jump
prices? Over, say, 1000 jumpsa year per jumper
this wouldn't amount to much per jump.

Finally, it may be a minor point but why
wasn 't some of our money spent on retaining the
durable membership cards oflast year? The new
‘card.s’ willget tatry in no time, and don’t give a
professional image.

Good luck with the mag, Blue Skies

Dave Kennedy D7327



I have never had cause to write to this magazine
be fore as I have never wanted to concern myself
with the increasing proportion of letters involved
in back biting, sarcasm, and out-and-out
defamatory statements. However, I feel | must
write in order to put over my point of view as | feel
very strongly about your comments published in
the February mag regarding Mr Hesketh.

Ido agree that insurance should be mandatory,
as I’m sure most of us do, however comments such
as, “If you can’: stand the hear stay out of the
kitchen", only lead fellow members to believe your
attitude is that if we don’t agree with your policies
or regulations then we have no alternative but to
leave the sport, a sport we love dearly and have
probably sacrificed a lot for.

{too resent the fact that [ am put in the awkward
position of being sent raffle tickets I do not want,
1 also know that [ have the freedom of choice and
that l can tear them up and not involve myself, but
it is the fact that they were sent to me in the first
place that a waste of our money, as well as time.
effort and paper. If I wanted tickets sent to me |
would have asked for them.

Iwould like to know exactly how the money I'm
sending for my membership is being split, for |
have every intention of jumping this vear, having
paid as part of my membership, insurance and
admin costs, but resent the fuct that I have no sav
whatsoever regarding this magazine bheing
charged and sent to me when I rarely read it. What
you're saying isthat ifl don ‘twant your magazine,
Ican’t get membership, if I don't get membership.
I can't jump. Surely I can't be the onlv one who

this way. I therefore suggest that if anyone
wants to do something about it, thev contact me at
BKPC Cockerham.

Another point I would like to raise is thar full
membership is £39.80, joint membership £70.40.
I don’t know about you, but the way I work it out
is £39.80 x 2 = £79.60, therefore the joint
membership hashadonly£9.20 deducted, as only
one mag is sent, not two. Is this the price you put
on your magazine? Hardly.

Lastly,.the ‘person closely involved in the
organising of the raffle’ who did not have the
decency to name himself but still had the audacity
to make fun of and attempt to shame Mr Hesketh
regarding his spelling (safely avoiding the subject
with which he was asked to comment on) made me
cringe. Are you then saying that whatever point
somebody took the trouble to comment on in your
mag, their view would be undermined simply
because they can’t spell as well as you? 1 have
never seen anything so petty and inconsiderate in
your mag for a long time and believe me that is
saying something.

Yours, Jo Kitmartin D7138

Dear Ed,

May | commend to G Hesketh C908I
(Correspondence S P Dec {990) this short prayer,
beloved of people in all walks of life, but especially
Jjumping, who would wish to improve:

“Dear God, please help me keep my big mouth
shut until I know what the f**k I'm talking about.

Cheers, Ray Ellis D2523

Dear Editor,

Re: Letters to Sport Parachutist by G Hesketh
C9081 (Merlin).

The use of the name Merlin in letters to Sport
Parachutist by G Hesketh might liave given the
impression that he/she s representing the Merlin
Parachure club at Topcliffe. G Hesketh is not a
membrer of Merlin parachate club, he/she does not
Jump at Topcliffe and his/her views are not those
of the Merlin parachute club.

Andy Abbess D777 8

Dear Sir

I am a paid up member of the BPA, and have
been for 3 vears. Aswell as paying my begrudged,
swollen membership fee. I would like 1o voice an

_opinion felt by many.

Firstly, in the last issue of the magazine, you
went to great lengths toex plain that the insurance
has gone from £4.80 10 £10.00: What was not
explained to date, and I would like someone to
explain, is what do I, the parachutist, get for my
membership fee. Taking out £10 for insuronce,
sav£S administraton costs, £6 fora magazine (that
ldon’t want, did not order, and amforced to buv)
that leaves sometliing like £18 for everyone of the
5000 regular parachunsts unaccomted for: All 1
want 1o dois parachute, and am FORCEDto pav
this disgustingly high fee. Werc tliere an
alternative, I would jump at the chance {pardon
the pun).

Secondly, I resent being asked personal
questions on the membership form of an
‘organisation’ I have belonged ro for vears. What
the hell has my maritul status or occupation got (o
do with you? I have answered the questions that
are relevant. As for the rest, mind your own
business.

Thirdly, if I wanted "Special Offers’, I would
request them. So will you stop'sending me junk
that works out more in the long run. I have to be
a member of your organisation, I don't have to
accept your litter.

Finally vou printed a letter from a fellow
puarachurist. Graham Hesketh in one of the
previous magazines. In it he made comments
which he believed in. so as requested, he wrote.
What he got for his troubles, way a reply from a
cowardly abusive idioi, who launced into some
kind of character assasination of the most
disgusting kind.

He singled out Mr Heskeths inability to spell
words correctly. What on earth has that to do with
his viewpoint? And to finish off you both sniggered
like a couple of stupid schoolgirls, with comments
like "THATS ONE PERSON WHO WONT HELP
ME PROOTF READ THE MAG" Mr Hesketl1 is a
mechanic, not a proof reader. Your job, (as you
obviously need reminding), is to edit a magazine,
not gang up on a persons academic inabilities.
That is using your pathetic position of 'power’ for
personal use, which is WRONG.

Please have the decency to reply to this letter
without attacking mv spelling, my financial
income, or anything else. To finish off, you said
you would try to visit all the D.Z.'s (Probably at
our expense).

I wouldadvise you and the Phantom Coward to
steer clear of Northern D.Z.'s. We do things
different up here, we sav things to eachothers face.
we don’t get personal when we are supposed to be
professionals, we don’t rip each other off, we try

Dear Editor,

Having read Mr Hesketh's letter in SP. (Dec
1990) and the replies in the Feb edition, 1 felt that
Mr Hesketh may have put pen to paper before
engaging thinking tackle. I agree that if he did not
wish to support the BPA in itsfund raising, then
he could indeed file the raffle tickets under T’ for
Trosh. But if he thinks that the sport can be best
represented by one or two individuals working
from a garden shed he is not looking seriously at
the responsibility the BPA has to us jumpers and
likewise our commitment to it. The necessity for a
reasonable office, proportionate with the size of
the organization, and stajfjto run it, is obvious and
so therefore is the finance to keep it running. I do
not know how much it costs but I do know that our
subscriptions and the grants from the Sports
Council do not cover everything. If he would like
to set up an ’alternative group' he is welcome to
trv, but must be aware of what this would entail.

Firstly he will need at least two NCSO's "
suitably qualified for the job. Their salary has to
come from somewhere andl cit a suitable level for
their experience in the sport. Why two? One of
them has to be available at anytime should there
he a serious accident or fawality at any of the
country's DZ's. Does Derek Newbolt think, witl:
respect, that one can be expected to be on call 24
hours aday 365 days a year without a holiday or
the need as u coach to do some research abroad.

Secondly Mr 'H’ has to negotiute the use
airspace with the powers that be, who if they had
their own way would restrict all sport aviation in
this countrv to farcical proportions.

Those are just iwo aspects, the list is to my mincl
as long as it is complex. The operations manual
does not have finance in mind it has safety in mind.
If there are rules you seriously disagree with then
you make your feelings known in the proper
quarters. It is possible to get rules changed in f act
the ops. manual is amended regularly. Youwould
probably find a very good reason for any given
rude being in place.

Insurance, well what can I say, anybody is
welcome to finance a law suit for damages, due
perhaps to severe turbulence at a demo, resulting
in the jumper lancing in the crowd and injuring
somebody, to use but one possible scenario.
Without the wealth of knowledge and experience
a body like the BPA could offer, what chance
would you stand of winning the case? I do not
believe the BPA has al! the answers but it has 30
vears to draw on.

In addition, the law of reality also states that
along with the aircraft, skydiver, parachute, and
also, pilot, goes all the legislation and instruction,
to protect public and participants alike. From the
tone of Mr 'H' anybody should be able to put on a
rig and go jump. This is ridculous for obvious
reasons. May 1 respectfully suggest that people
think clearly about why things are the way they are
before opening their trap. | personally do not
agree with all the ’red tape’ in aviation,
particularly with regard to private flying but 95%
of it is clearly common sense and better than none
atall.

Finally, I would like to thank Ray Ellis for his
excellent article, also thanks to the staff,
candidates, and examiners, at Nethercvon during
the Pl course in Feb, and I invite any jumpers out
there who find themselves at a loose end in the
Midlands any weekend, to visit us at Midland



{ Parachute Centre hometo the 'Up down Ta-Da
. boys....cops sorry, andyou Deb.
(Ring first we might be closed because of drag
acing).
Blue skies and safe skydiving
Martin Moyes D8479

BPA Pilot No.591

1 am horrified atthe anual B.P.A. membership
ee , £40 near as damn it. I have to pay it, I have
0 choice. If you said £100, I still would have no
hoice. How muchdo you charge a DZ operater
0 be a B.P.A.member? The sooneran alternative
overning body comes up with a £5 a year

membership and independant DZ Insurance the
etter.

(watch this space) Merlin Y9081

Or should I say Ola (a good old British name)
loved your kind comments in the S.P. mag. Will
. you please forward to me the letter the
nnonomous person (with less backbone than
adam Hussains army)wrote to you since you sent
im mine.
I loved the photo of you on the editorial (where
ou trying to land on an elephant?) It rearly did
say a lor about your personality and I agree with
our comments it does show your best features -
n excellent view of your brain.
I wrote a poem especialy for you.
Ola Ola up on high
Ola @la in the sky
Is he a skygod?
Is he heck
I hope he breaks his stupid neck.
May I suggest an important career move. [
hink your resignation and suicide would go down
well. Or failing that I wish you grey skys. wind,
ain loads of malfunctions and a terminal impact
with the ground.
But seriously. Ifwe are tomake your mag more
nteresting to read, we should encourage more and
more people to put verbal abuse to paper.
ctually....l would like my own coloumn in your
mag...What do you think? There gets a point
. where just wrighting about parachutes gets
boaring.

Yours Lots ot Love, Merlin D9081
P.S. Crashand Bum.

1 think SP needs constructive input,not more
erbal abuse, though I do hope you get plenty of
t, if it makes you happy. Thanks for the poem,
ere is one for you.

Title: Hesketh rites agane

Hesketh G, FAI 'C’

Now he’s Merlin, FAI 'D’

Progressing very well | see

He’s even writing to SP.

Hates raffels, finds subs a drag

And wants a coloum in the mag

I don’t want to discoridge you

(We're glad to hear from someone new
and do not mind that you can’t spell)
But afunctioning brain would go down welt!

Lots of love.....Ed

lamwritingin response to theanonymous letter

. in SP Feb 91 addressed te G Hesketh C908I . |
hall refer tothe author of this letter as X.

. Tirstly I would like to make it clear that | am

: not endorsing Heskeths point of view. Although

his letteris put in rather strong terms (he obviously
does not siffer my tendency for fence sitting)
have heard more experienced persons than mysel
raising similar opinions albeit in more tactfu
ways. However, when hearing arguments for the
other side I have to say that these are not easily
dismissed. This, though, is not why I write.

My main point is this: Although | acknowledge
that X has addressed some/all of Hesketh's points,
it would seem that X 's main method of discrediting
Hesketh is by attacking } is grammar and s pelling.
! find this totally unacceptable and extremely
arrogant. I appreciate that X being involvectin the
raffle organisation, feels put out that his/her
efforts have gone un-appreciated and has
therefore fallen into the temptation to ge
‘personal’. But (yes, I know itisbad grammar to
commence a sentence this way) if he wishes to
discredit Hesketh he should do sv by attacking t is
points of view, not his English skills. What will we
have next? Will members with a speech
impediment be barred from rising at the AGM to
ask a question or make u point?

X, however, has written a letter to S P which you
have decided to use, and t}is is a fair decision
given the nature of the original letter. What / find
particularly distasteful is your ridiculing commen
which follows X’s letter. Quite frankly Sir, you
should know better. In the same issue as you
comment you w encouraging members to write
in with their points of view. I think that members
whase Englishskillsare less than perf ectare likely
to be discouraged from putting pen to paper if they
know they are putting themselves up for public
ridicule - especially if their points of view are
unpopular with the editor or BPA etc.

I would respectfully suggest thar you conside
apologising to Hesketh for your advertisement o,
his spelling errors (please bear in mind such an
action would not relate to his views; only you
method of response) and until the membership is
given an assurance that such an action will not be
repeated | cannot help feeling that we may be
missing out on some important opinions.

lamsorry that my first letter to SP has heen one
of complaint but | believe strongly that every
member should feel confident 1o air his/her views,
no matter how controversial, without fear of artack
on grounds of presentaton skills.

! would like to add that I will not allow this
episode 1o prejudice my opinion of you or SP in
the future and [ sincerely hope that next time
write it will be on a much happier note. Yours
sincerely

Septimus T Phrogg C9445

Hmmm, it certainly is fun opening the post in the
mornings. Amidst the ‘handbag swinging’ there
are some important points being made here, and
1 suppose one ought to thank Mr Hesketh for
provoking some lively comment. 1 think though
that the members of the Hesketh supporters club
forgetthe of fensive and unthinking nature of Iiis
original letter, whatever serious points werein it.
There are many sorts of response to that sort of
tripe . I prefer to take the mickey, and I think Mr
Hesketh knows he deserved whatever reaction he
got. No one who writes constructively (however
controversial their views are, or whatever the
standard of their spelling)} risks being ridiculed.
Any way, I think we’ve had enough of that topic.

One of the points raised above, which was also
the basis of a motion raised at the AGM ,is
whether the magazine should be optional. The
vote at the AGM was a fairly unanimous “no’
but is the feeling out there less unanimous 1
wonder? Other questions asked: ‘Do members
get value for money for their subscription fee?
Is £10 too much for insurance? What about
raffle tickets, bearing in mind that they are to
raise money, are they really such an imposition?
All sensible and not too offensive opinions
welcome....Ed

[

TRUMP THRUTCHING

Dear Sir,

| should like to bring to your attention a
matter of some delicacy which has caused my
Synchronised Freestyle partner and |
considerable distress and humiliation in our
attempt to enter last years' World Freestyle
Championships in Texas, USA.

Gervais and I have toyed with each other for
several months or whether to bring this matter
to your attention, but on balance thought our
memberys should not be sucked in us we were,
leading to such traumas.

To assist us in our training routine for the
Championships we decided to enlist the support
and technical expertise of a certain Guy Manick
who wa.s highly recommended to us by a certain
Mr Dick Zero. Mr Zero held himself out on
numerous occasions in our company as a
sensation seeker and one time World Trump
Thrutching Champion, while acquainted with
postern manipulation, besides his obvious
skydiving knowledge and prowess. We could
not have been in better hands....or so we thougi t.

Qur meeting with the world famous Mr
Manick sparked off an instant friendshp, and in
our early training prior to the recording of our
preliminary video for the judges, Mr Manick
truly bent over backwards for us. Immediate
attention was given to our equipment, and soon
we were performing in sequined body-hugging
Lycra suits with matching cod-piece, false
eyelashes, reinforced gusset and permanent
grin.

The innovation of Manuck was quite amazing
as we put together our aerial routine under the
team name 'The Hot Gossamers’ with some
novel moves {(after our favourite exit - tfe two
man tube). such as the Double Cheeked
Arabiuan, the Piked Maurice, The Flying
Half-Backstabber, the Rising Helmet Crossover,
and the extremely difficult Full Lunging
Shirt-lifter. Each dive was followed by a full
de-brief, but our suspicions were aroused when
the said de-brie f was to take place in the gents
toilets in Leicester Square. Notwithstanding
this, Mr Manick enlisted the services of a Mr
Paul Raymond to capture the subtle nuances of
our performance and we were soon to receive
the sponsorship (fully deserved in our opinion)
of a well known brand of surgical jelly.

To our horror, after three months of
considerable commitment, the competition
secretary returned our video via the Vice Squad
who have since interviewed us on it's contents.
It hus also been brought to eur attention that
copies of the video fell into the hands of
unscrupulous pirates and can now be obtained
from a national chain ef sex shops and gay
‘contact’ magazines. Suffice to say Mr Manick
cannot be traced.

Sheuld any of your readers ever wish to solicit
the assistance ofthe aforementioned Mr Manick,
read the small print, stay out of the jacuzzi and
tell him to raffle his donut elsewhere.

Yours affectionately, Lionel ard Gervais,
Mincington-on-Sea

PETERLEE PLUG

Dear Editor,

As | have not read anything in SP about my
local DZ, Peterlee Parachute Centre, I thought
I'd drop you a line. We have been open for
businessforjustoverayearnow. There’sa C182
aircraftand avery friendly atmosphere. There s
great toasties, lovingly made by me, though |
must admit to deserting the kitchen when it’s my
tuwrm to jump.

So ifanyone’s in the area why don’t they pop
in and visit us.

C. Morrison. 478672

P.S. Hey Jim, although I didn’t do my first
[freefall here, can I have some wings now I’ve got
you in the mag. Love Carol
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PERRIS VALLEY SKYDIVING CENTER
2091 GoETz RD. PERRIS,CA.92570

(14 657-9576
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Whether you're planning a
terrific skydiving vacation, or
looking for a home base
where your team can make
lots of jumps, you'll find it
at the Perris Valley Skydiving
Center. A thing you can
always be sure of in Southern
California is the weather:
beautiful crystal blue skies
year-round, and a daily
aircraft lineup to do it
justice: a DC-3, two Twin
Otters, a turblne King Air,
and more large aircraft on
call for special events.

We're open 7 days a week,
with both experienced and
RW instruction loads going
up every day. With our load
organizers and friendly
jumpers, it's EASY to make
up to FIVE SKYDIVES DAILY
in the winter, and MORE
when the longer Spring days
arrive. Our facilities are
geared for your pleasure and
convenience. We offer a
snackbar, hot showers, and
swimming pool. You can
stay in our air-conditioned
bunkhouses, or pitch a tent;
bring an “RV” or reside in
luxury in a local mote!. At
sunset, come enjoy a beer
and some music in our
“Bombshelter” bar.

Square One Parachute Sales
and Service, conveniently
located on the DZ, offers
full time riggers and
friendly, helpful staff. They
carry a wide selection of
new and used gear as well
as skydiving accessories.

Perris attracts many inter-
national and local teams
because of our excellent
team training facilities and
reliabie weather. Arrangements
can be made for quallity air-to-air
video and team coaches. We
offer team rates; please give
us a call in advance to discuss
the details. Group rates are
also available for skydiving
vacations if you bring friends.
We’ll gladly help you with
travel arrangements and other
accommodations if you like.

OUR EVENTS SCHEDULE
FOR 1991 IS MORE EXCITING
THAN EVER, and includes
BIG parties, CASH PRIZE
competitions, and BIG
LOAD organizers. And, just
in case you want to take a
break from skydiving, Perris
is located convenient to all
of Southern California’s
famous tourist attractions.

Whatever your heart desires,
it's all here. We're here to
keep you skydiving as fast
as you can pack, and are
very serious about making
sure that you have a great
time. Don't be left out in the
cold . . . come check us out!

JUST CHELK OUT
THESE D.Z.
FEATURES !

e A/R CONDIT/OVED

HEATED BUNKHOUSES
ONLY #6.00 A NIGHT

» FULL CAMPING §
SHOWER FACILI 7T7ES

® SVACK BAR
® BEER BAR

0 BAY SPOT B/l
CAB cOMPALY y
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§ SERVICE
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EASTERIBOOCIE

MARCH 28-3

FEATURING TNE 4 TH ANNUAL

IRON CRANK 4-WAY
COMPETITION

[FIONEVAMEETT

ON SAT € SUN. ~

CASH PRIZES FOR TS
EVENT !
o < o !

CALL R WR ~
FOR THE COMMN ETE
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MISSING MAG

Dear Ed.

1 ama student parachutist, cleared for freefall
ai the beginning of November, accordingly |
hecame a full member of the BPA, very pleased
withmyself, and waiting withexpectancy, maybe
even bated breathfor the arrival of my SP. Since
1 joined in November, I thought my first copy
would be the Christmas issue. Instead I received
the October issue. "These people are really on
the ball" 1 thought. Howeversince thenl haven't
received unything. As Ir's almost time for the
February Issue | feel 1've been patient long
enough.

Please send me my Christmas issue I paid my
membership, surely ' mentitled. Get it right SP,
your first impression is the one [ liked best. |
don’t know how many letters you get from
students, but it would be nice to know about other
people at the same level as me, and hear about
the problems they ‘re having.

That's all for now, Blue skies,

Rik BPA No:49636.3

GOODBYE AND THANKS

DearSirs,

We at the Army Apprentices Colle ge,
Chepstow feel it necessary to show our
appreciation (publically through your
magacine) for the luird work and tireless efforts
of Mr dohn Parr:, a member of the civilian stafj.
Hiy organisation of 5 exercises ro JSPC Cyprus,
mumerous weekends at Dunkeswell, Netheravon
eic were a great benefir to all who were members
of our small but very keen parachute club.
During the Army Championships we boasted a
cleant wveep of junior army novice accuracy
medals amidst sti ff competition. All of this at the
cost of a lot of grief. bargaining with the powers
that he 10 provide fimding., transport etc.  His
leaving sparked by a promaotion means he’ll be
greatly missed by all.

Yours Sincerelv

APP/TDSMN McCulilagh

THANKS FOR THE LETTERS....

Hello Skydivers!

You mav remember a while ago we wrote 10
SP asking vou all 10 write to RAPA's Skydivers
in the Gulf. Well, judging by the feedback we
personally have received from our friends out
there, vour response has been absolutely
[antastic . which proves what we have always
saidd - Skvdivers are wonderful people!  We
would like to take this opportunity to thank all
those of vou who took the trouble to send letters
and cards and if yau haven’t had a reply. we are
sure you will after the hostilities are over. By
the way if vou ever funcy a Irip to RAPA in Bad
Lippspringe, Germany you will be made more
than welcome. The staff und punters are really
Sriendly, there are no "cliques” and newcomers,
whether student or experienced parachutist, are
acceptedreadily into the community. Blue Skies!

Ted and Marie Payne, D7212 and D7418

....THANKS AGAIN

DearSir,

This is yet another thank you for the pages of
SP, but witlh a difference. It has nothing to do
with skydiving.

The thanks are due to the many people who
responded to Ted and Marie Payne's letter in
Dec 90, and sent letters, cards, books, etc to

those of us out here in the Gulf. Just the fact that
total strangers took time to drop me a line or
send a Christmas card was very much
appreciated.

There were a number of people whom 1 didn''t
get round to writing back to, sadly, 1 lost several
letters after Xmas. To those who didn’t get a
reply, my apologies and my thanks, you were not
Sforgotten. And to the Skydivers mum from Kent,
whoever you are, | think you're wonderful.

Now that the business overhere isdone, we're
packing up to go home and get back to the
serious business of skydiving, and no doubt by
the time this findy it's way into the pages of SP,
we'll all be home and the Guif war will have
faded in peoples memories. The thoughts,
prayers and good wishes from the people in the
UK and skydivers inparticular will be one of the
better memories | will have from my time out
here. And, not forgetting Ted and Marie who set
the ball rolling. Thank you all very much.

Dave Cassidy D7695

SAFE DRIVING

Dear Editor,

This is an amazed reply 10 Adrian Bowles’
suggestion that we should all practice CRW so
that we might be safer under canopy. What is
wrong with the instruction everyone gets on their
Sirst jump course, “if you see someone coming
towards you, STEER AWAY" ?

CRW is indeed an exciting and challenging
partofthe sport and is here to stay, but to suggest
that it makes life under canopy safer is untrue:
there have been plenty of cases of multiple
injuries and even multiple fatalities CAUSED
BY CRW.

As when driving on the roadl, the only way to
be safe is to remain constantly aware of other
people around you and to keep away from them,
look around before turning and ensure everyone
lands facing the same way in a designated target
area. More use than learning CRW might be
learning Accuracy? Have fun but be safe.

Cornelia Waymouth D5457

LIFE, THE UNIVERSE, AND PREMIUMS

DearEd

Like most jumpers | spend a considerable
amount of my free time standing around the D.Z.
drinking tea and listening to the latest gossip.
Virtually every subject seems to be discussed,
evervthing that is except knitting and personal
insurance (at this point 90% of your readers will
move on to the next letter believing me to be a
plani from General Accident).

Recently | was called on to guarantee a
business venture details of which I won't bore
youwith however suffice to say that virtually all
my personal assels are now the property of my
bankers should the business fail. As any house
buyer (good luck Jane Buckle) or businessman
will know such guarantees invariably involve
some form of insurance and 1 am now covered
for everything from cannabalism to coronary
except, of course, for parachuting. The reason
Sor this omission is simple - premiums. It seems
that underwriters regard all air sports as
desperately dangerous and parachuting (do you
do this free fall thing as well Mr Bittleston?) as
worst of all.

Most jumpers seem reluctant to discuss this
subject, the least enthusiastic are the fathers of
three with £100k mortgage and I sense the
ostrich in many who, if they considered their
responsibilities for too long would either pay the
cost (my proposed premium was £75.00 pcm) or
give up altogether.

Since [ believe | may be expressing the fears
of many may | make a couple of suggestions.
Firstly, we have a third party cover arrangement
through the BPA membership scheme and this,
even with recent increases and some dubious
aspects of cover, is very good value for money.
Could this sclieme not be extended on a
voluntary basis to provide at least a token
payment in the event of serious injury or death?
Secondly, | noted with keen interest the
Mastercard scheme which, through card usage.,
releases a small amount of cash to the BPA
Sunds. I am not sure what the uptake has heen,
whatever it is [ would expect substantially more
support if the money weni to a "hardship fund"!

1f any members have succesfully solved this
problem at a reasonable cost | would be
interested to hear.

Blue skies

T.S.Bittleston D674

APDO vs MILITARY

Dear Ed,

| have never put pen 1o paper before in the
Mag. on any subject but | feel I curinot let the
letter from IDavid Turner on behalf of the APDOs
go unanswered.

I feel he is bringing up an old chestnut
regarding the civilian jumpers at military D7s,
there are only 3 regular DZ's Netheravon,
Weston, and Dunkeswell. Weston closes in the
winter and Dunkeswell is too far away for most
Jjumpersto get 1o for a weekend, This leaves only
Netheravon as the prime target.

Reing a military establishment the staff do not
I think have the right to reply to these
accusation. this iy unfair so having jumped
regularly at this DZ, due to my military
commitments for over 12 years { would like to
add my comments.

My observations are thet about 80% of
Jjumpers at this DZ have military tie ups. ie.
dependants and other allowed services. this
leaves 20% who live locally or just like to visit
and like the annosphere. There is no such thing
as cheap jumping for civilians prices are on a
par with outside clubs, this was agreed several
yearsago.

Most modern ideas in the sport i.e safer,
testing RADS etc. start ar military DZs who can
donate more time 10 this aspect as money is not
the prime objective.

The number of people participating in the
sport is on the decrease, I notice regular jumpers
are the same, but Ist jump students have
decreased by 6500, and this is only the number
of reported courses. This works out at about
£450000 plus lost to the DZs. A lot of cash
going to other sports, golf, walerskiing,and polo
perhaps.

Having stood around Netheravon for I 2 years
of so I have watched the crowd thin out,
especially students, lets be fair parachuting s
not a cheap sport even a student can spend £50
a day.

It must be obvious to APDO’s that the country
is ina seriousrecession and in times like this the

first thing thur goes is money for sport and

entertainment.

The sport does not owe any DZ operator a
living and if the money is not coming in then
unfortunatelv DZs will close - this is happening
to any type of business all over the country.

All I suggest to David Turner and his
committee is 10 Iry 10 retain ist Jumps students
and keep them in the sport - or is his main
objective to take the Ist jump money (the biggest

Correspondence on this subjectis continued
on page 26.



SN SPORT PARACHUTIST

FLYING
DOWN TO RIO

(CYPRUS STYLE!)

Hi Gang, fasten your seatbelts and gag the
cat, its tall tales from God'’s little DZ, yep -
Cyprus. While you freeze your butts off on
some God-forsaken rain-lashed airfield in
gloomy old UK, spare a thought for us
banished jumpers out here, having to survive
with 20 degrees of sun and blue skies in the
dead of winter, hey hum.

But | digress, where were we, ah yes...grab a load of
this... It's late October, 8,000 ft over Nicosia in the heart
of Cyprus and Yorky Nisbit is lining up the new BN
Islander for the run-in (yep we now have our very own
Islander - at last). Our target is the superb Macarios
Sports Stadium in East Nicosia, who have asked for a
demo at the Isfand’s annual football derby, attended by
25,000 psychotic Cypriots. There are 9 of us on board,
with smoke, led by the intrepid Scotty “are your boots
shiny” Milne. Down below, the emerald green pitch of
the stadium compares starkly with the surrounding
desert coloured countryside, witch reflects the harsh
glare of the sun in its bright blue sky. Soon the 3 man
base is jammed in the door (we intend a 3 man base
with the rest stuck on round the edge, technical huh!).
On Scotty’s “Ready” we pop smoke and surge out the
door, more or less stable. I’'m on the edge so I line up for
my slot (pity it's the wrong one), | go to move across to
my correct position and bounce off Terry Robinson,
whose slot | nicked and who had decided to go into
mine (look, ifyou want precision RW, go to France!). By
now the plot is shifting into overdrive; heading rapidly
downwards, yours truly grabs hold of Scotty’s leg and
yanks over the entire formation, time tolet go and from
a safe distance watch the raft right itself then split up.
Me, | turn and track off into the heart of the greenest
stadium I've ever seen. | dump and start thinking
excuses, then figure out how to land in a stadium where
the wind appears to be blowing in three different
directions simultaneously. Gulp, no time for bravery |
follow in behind Willy (a very experienced Demo
jumper) and niftily avoiding the 100 ft high floodlight
towers we enterthe stadium, getting a surge of heat off
the crowd as, skimming over the goalposts, we land
cross wind, but on to a very soft grass pitch. The noise
is deafening as the crowd scream their approval,..
unfortunately it's not for us because, as we land, the
two football teams run out onto the pitch skirting the
canopies - so no line-up, just a hasty exit through the
steel barred exit gates. | thanked Dave Muir (DZ control)
for the purple smoke, which in fact had been lobbed by
the crowd. Now for the recriminations.....!

Anyway, November arrives “hey hey Boo Boo” (Yogi
Bear, dimbo!) its time for the annual CPC Champion-
ships, with all the heart rending drama and tragedy this
event entails! now ifyou’re expecting a long, incredibly
boring list of winners etc., forget it, however if you like
malicious gossip and smutty innuendo, you're in luck.
Well, as per normal the comp took place at Kingsfield
DZ in good old Dhekelia, under the benevolent control
of Maj Bob Card as meet director. CClwas Scotty Milne,
who had obviously underestimated the pressure which
falls on the shoulders of a CClon these occasions. | have
never seen a man look so harrassed in so short a time;
by the end of the meet he was darting furtivelyfrom bolt
hole to hideaway, with the look of a man wanted by the
Gestapo! In fact he almostturned nastywhen | enquired
if he could spare some time to help my Aunty in
Aberdeen apply for a cheap mortgage!

As with most of these events, there was a combined
RW/AC competition and a Style Thingy, all of which
were heavily subscribed by the large crowd of jumpers
who had arrived from the UK for the competition. There
were over 40 4-way teams for the RW alone. As you
would imagine a large number of the visiting jumpers
were from military teams, who were also getting in a
spot of team training. Once again the delectable Jan
McKee put in an appearance with the Blue Helmets,
however during the RW Jan was seen wandering
around with a worried countenance, apparently she
had been told the video telemeters were fitted with a
laser height finder. which had registered her team in a
low pull. Some kind soul put her out of her misery even-
tually, there’s one born every minute...

And so as the days passed Elsa the lion cub
grew...Oops, wrong story. Ah yes, wellthe comp got off
to a good start with the RW teams racking up the jumps,
it soon became clear that the dubious bunch called Tin
Tray from Netheravon, were far better than everyone
else and they did eventually win the RW first prize, with
the Red Devils in second slot. Strange team this Tin
Tray, ho yus, members were all civvies ie Dave Parr,
who brought the house down with his attemptata DC in
the pit, downwind on a PD 210, it took two men and a
boy to excavate what was left of him from the gravel.
There was also Andy Pook, who seemed normal, but
knew Trevor “who needs a spoon?” Carnell, a
convicted toad abuser. The fourth member was Kate
Gibson, a seemingly innocent young girl who rashly
attacked a Tin Tray one evening at Nethers, hence the
team name. The team admitted to being thoroughly
irresponsible and showed it by their one attempt at a
decent landing when they all managed to crash in
various ways, hey hum. But not a bad lot, even if certain
members dare not return to the USA for fear of impris-
onment!

The AC was fast and hot with a lot of caution thrown to
the wind in pursuit of the elusive DC. On one memora-
ble occasion during light winds, there were more seats
ripped out of jump suits, than at a Rottweiler conven-
tion. The RW/AC was won by Spinning Bottoms a mil
type team. Now we hit the Style, where the video never
lies, except ifyou’re last out and they forget to film you!
The eventual winner was Geoff Chandler of the Silver
Stars, which shows there is no handicap in age. And if
anyone thinks | am going to mention my own perfor-
mance, forget it, some things are best left alone.



As well as the comp, a water ' *was* gy )
local bay, unfortunately the ship was held aloft by ATC
which resulted in large bills for all on board. At this
point my notes tell me that a certain GC managed to
score a DC on a buoy in the bay with his gonads, brave
man.

It was nice to see a small team across from the Marines,
however I’'m not sure about the sinister NHS (childmo-
lester) sunglasses they all wore! The main judge forthe
event was a very nice Belgique by the name of Rene
Boidin, accompanied by his charming wife. Rene
relayed a cautionary tale from Belgium
concerning a low swoop on a Blue Track by top RW man
Michele De Kerpal, who managedto explode his hip on
contacting the ground. Much surgery later Michele is
just walking again. On the subject of Blue Tracks, Rene
said they were now banned in the USA (surely not on
safety grounds?) however he is not sure why, perhaps
on copyright or related grounds?

As mentioned, teams came from all over UK for the
event including a 4 Para TAVR team, who presented
some stylish landings, showing you can always spot
the Demo lads. Fife Para centre obviously closed during
November, well | presume so as most of the members
were to be found sunning themselves on our DZ. They
all reckoned to be enjoying the trip, especially Grant
Roland who managed to get a round into the pit when
squares were missing. One of their RW teams Hop and
Chop were still in a state of amused bewilderment after
successfully launching a 4-way caterpillar twice! Long
Marston also sent 8 members over, some of whom took
to skinny dipping in their hotel pool after a few wets, but
then this is Cyprus. Mind you, what they got up to on a
Yellow Banana at Aya Napa doesn’t bear thinking
about!

Back to the comp, which was all tied up by day four.
However afterthe prize giving there was a mega stomp,
with scoff courtesy of a local car hire firm, which can’t
be bad. All in all everyone enjoyed themselves,
meaning it beat the hell out of freezing to death in
Blighty. One thing that was clear, was the low price of a
holiday in Cyprus, combined with the amazingly good
jump prices, plus of course summer sun in November.
Where else can you jump in he morning, ski in the after-
noon and still enjoy an evening swim. Eat your hearts
out comrade jumpers.

Chris Devine D2248
TAYSIDE STORY
Neil McLaren
Another view of the Cyprus scene... C9296

On Sunday 18th November, at an ungodly early hour in the morning,
a group of 17 left for Newcastle Airport for a trip to Larnaca in Cyprusen
route to the 1990 Parachute Championships held at Pergamos Army
Camp on the Island.

We arrived at the destination airport early, thanks to a 120 mph tail
wind and were met by Paul from the DZ who would take us on to the
camp for a wee refreshment and, for many of the party, afirst taste of the
local Brandy Sours.

The drive to AyiaNapa and the apartments was made easier in thetwo
station wagons we had hired for this purpose during the week and were
to prove a very worthy asset to the trip. After finding the rooms in the
Karousos Apartments we adjourned again to the bar for some more
Brandy Sours!

Monday moming started with the alarm clack at 5.00am and was to
become a constant ringing in sleepy ears throughout the week. Upon
arrival at the DZ we met the CCI, Scotty Milne, already well known toa
large number of the party, who welcomed us to the

(3]

MajorBobCard gave the brief forthe week along with allthe do’sand
(R that go along with such events.

This was the firstcompetition event for the majority of the group, and
the sheer numbers of people taking part was a real eye-opener to most.
It became more and more apparent during this week that a good
manifest crew can make or break a meet of this size. The competition
started with the team/individual accuracy event, all the SSPA sponsored
teams having been entered prior to our arrival. The two Accuracy teams
were given names:-

Flaps Down consisting of Pete and Kay Anelli, Andy Bremner and
Andy Dickson and

Hop and Chop being made up of Mike Baillie, Steve Tawse,
Stirling Taylor and Jim Wade.

Novice accuracy entrants were Liz Ferguson, Tamara Forgie and
Grant Rolland.

Grant was the first person out of the aircraft for the entire champion-
ships in the novice accuracy and proceeded to scare the c... out of some
of the experinced jumpers by plonking down not too far from the disk in
the pit.

T}F:e winds in Cyprus do strange things at alarmingly short intervals,
some of the novice accuracy jumpers had more re-jumps than they had
rounds in the competition, with Liz hardly ever out of the aircraft from
first light each day. 7.00 am starts means wheels off, not turn up!

In a tournament dominated by Military teams, it was good tosee the
SSPA members managing a respectable score in and around the pit bear-
ing in mind the limited practice undertaken before departure.

The Emrol RW Teams were also in action early on in the champion-
ships, with the same line up forming Hop and Chop, and the second
teamn of Get a Grip being made up of Jim McConnell, Dennis Salter, Pete
Anelli and Neil McLaren.

These two teams were to provide much entertainment to the other
competitors, as they had an unruly | for launching caterpillars out
of the aircraft, while being told by ' * the “experienced” teams (including
the Freds) that this sort of launch would never work!

In a total of six RW rounds, Hop and _»scored 4 points, while Get
a Grip were fighting for last place with * Royal Signals “Mercury
White,, going into the sixth round. The Mercury Shites, as they were
affectionately termed, managed to score the first point on their last
round, and Willie “Jock” Simpson had great delight in telling everyone
from Errol just how they managed it.

Get a Grip earned the name “Three Men and a Camera,, from Renee
the head Judge.

Knowing that many of those who may read this are involved in
competition skydiving far more than Get a Grip, I do not mean to rabbit
on about pressure, but going into your first International competition in
last place on the final dive meant that was quite unbearable.

With nothing to lose, the team .., to launch a caterpillar and grip
switch to the first point, ahelix, which is exactly whatthey did, tying the
score at 1 point with Mercury White. (We couldn’t go any further as we
only dirt-dived the first point properly')

In the style competition, four jumpers had entered the event, and
although no prizes or placings were awarded, Jim Wade, Pete and Kay
Anelli and Andy Dickson all enjoyed themselves, Andy using the event
to attempt to « Cat 8 after the style sequence.

On a trip ! = this, the first outside their own DZ for the majority
attending, the opportunity to explore Cyprus was not lost, with after-
noons blown out being utilised for sightseeing, swimming, sailboarding
and souvenir hunting,

The evenings usually started in the bar with the Brandy Sours, and
thenonto one of the many restaurants in AyiaNapaforsome traditional,
and sometimes foreign, food and drink.

The Party Animal award has to go to big Grant who, despite some
fairly horrendous sore heads, still managed the first accuracy lift each
day, unlike Steve Tawse who missed the first day’s start, and paid for it
by crossing the beer line on his first landing. Scotty took great delight in
ordering up 200 Carlsbergs, shooting down Steve’s plea of ignorance in
flames!

| cannot stress enough that all those
in Cyprus, not only in the air but before, |
events.

As well as the party animal award, congratulations must go to Grant
Rolland for coming third in the Novice Accuracy event, beating many
more experienced military round jumpers, (and one or two ringers who
normally jump squares!). Grant was the only award winner from the
group, but the whole team won in the smiles stakes, and no-one forgot
that this sport is FUN.

Thanks must gotoDerek Thorne for originally suggesting the ideaand
volunteering to organise the travel and finance details, to all the
permanent staff at Pergamos Camp and in particular Scotty Milne for
always being around just when you needed him and to the SSPA for
their financial backing which paid for the competition entry fees, and for
the hire of the vehicles.

PS
Andy Dickson has since got his Cat 8, and Big Grantis now on squares
and still plonking downin the pit!

,had anincredible time
and after the day’s

Anyane who is thinking about a couple of weeks off in November of this
year, why not give Scotty a call and join the Fife Parachute Centre’s
L=

_ AT Biaasied it
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ARE YOU ENTERING THE REGIONALS?

1991 could be the make or break for The
Regionals. From a well attended First Regional
competition at Headcorn in 1988 attendances
have steadily declined. With interest in CRW,
after its introduction last year, being the only
recent encouraging sign. When we have 25
teams entering our 4 way R.W. Nationals, I
find it amazing that we could have a Regional
meet with just three teams entered as
happened a year ago.

So what has happened? Let’s look back to the
conception of the Regionals and what was
written by Steve Eversfield, Chairman of the
Comps. Committee as an introduction in 1988.

e —

“Apart from the National Championships there is no compeltitive
structure in British Parachuting. The lack of such a structure may
well explain the lack of success British competitors have had at
World meets in recent years. What success we have ever had has
relied totally on the determination and commitment of a few
individuals. There is no doubt that money would go alongway to
bridging the gap between our competitors and international
succcess. This however is a commodity which the BPA is not over
endowed with. The largest percentage of the Competitions bud get
is spent on just getting teams to the events and paying the entry
fees. What is left for training is pitifully small when compared to
the amounts available to teams financed by governments or
corporations.

Without huge chunks of money available, the BPA has decided to
approach the problem from a different direction. A series of
competitions in 4-Way RW and Accuracy will be promoted
throughout the country. One in each event will take place in the 5
regions as designated by the Sports Council of Great Britain. This
will give all members the opportunity to compete in an event
judged to international standards at a DZ close to them.

The BPA will be funding the provision of officfals and the most
up—-to—date judging equipments available. The Drop-Zones
hosting the competitions will charge for jumps at near normal
prices. Anentry fee for the whole series or just one competition wil
be available. All efforts are being made to create the right environ-
ment for members to take part and excelin their chosen discipline.
There are now plenty of competitive opportunities available at a
reasonable cost. You are encouraged to take advantage of them, its
success and possible extension to other events depends on your

support.”

There have been changes to those original guidelines. As
I mentioned earlier CRW has been introduced, along with
style, but the number of competitions has been reduced
from 5 to 3 in each discipline and entry fees, while payable
through the BPA office or to the DZ concerned, are per
competition with no reduction for the whole series.

These changes however cannot take the blame for the
apathy that seems to exist towards the Regionals. 1 think
thatin the past the Regionals havebeen poorly promoted
and in some cases poorly run. Any two—day competition,
with our climatic conditions, needs to be well organised
with an early start. It also needs the help of the
competitors either by pre—registration or early
attendance.

So are this years competitions going down the same road?
NO!!! On the organising side the competitions committee
will endeavour to act as a back up to any centre requiring
extra equipment, judges, or advice on individual require-
ments tor each competition and to make sure all judging
equipment is in good working order (a problem in the
past) with a check list supplied to each venue. On the
promotional side recent loans and loan applications
submitted to the BPA have curtailed plans to have four 30
second slots on prime time national TV. However, to the
rescue came Simon Ward of Sward Sports fame with the
free design, and publication of a regionals poster, which
will be backed up by furtheradvertising in the near future.
These might seem small and insignificant steps toward a
better regionals competition setup. But there is unanim-
ous backing from the competitions committee and council
for them to succeed.

So all we need now is you. Teams and individuals,
seasoned, inexperienced or just curious. Entering a
competition in a discipline you do not normally pursue
has in the past opened a few eyes.

A friend of mine who started jumping at the same time as
me, and with whom I went through the category system,
had become totally dedicated to RW and no jump under
9,500 feet was worth the pack job. However, last year a
regional accuracy competition was held at his home DZ
and, persuaded by Dave Ruffle amongst others, he
entered in a team. After the competition he said it was
alright but, “did not compare with real jumping”.
However, if you ever visit Doncaster on a ‘low cloud’ day,
you will see someone practising accuracy on a borrowed
foil, having at last, (even if he is reluctant to admit it) seen
the light. I will not name my friend, as that could
embarrass him in front of his Teva clad pals, but if you do
not believe me ask his father John Curtis.

So come on, enter and make this years Regionals the best
everyet. Allthecentreshosting a competition this yearare
providing either free beer, a disco, or barbecue on the
Saturday night, all are having practice days and jump
prices and registrationsare being kept toaminimum. Any
queries on the competitions finer points i.e. wheels off,
last registraton time etc. should be directed to the centre
concerned although the BPA office should be able to help
with these enquiries.

If you decide to enter, the earlier the center knows the
better, so that arrangements can be made for numbers. I
hope you pre—register but if you cannot commit at this
stage, a phone call later on will be a great help. I hope to
see you at one of this years’ competitions.

STAY SAFE
Steve Hastings
Competitions Committee



BPA REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1991

THE CLASSICS

Langar 18/19 May
Eaglescott 20/21 July
Halfpenny Green 3/4 August

RELATIVE WORK

Halfpenny Green 11/12 May
Langar 27/28 August
Doncaster 14/15 September

CANOPY RELATIVE WORK

Cranfield 20/21 April
Netheravon 25/27 May
Cranfield 3/4 August

MEDAL CATEGORIES

Series Champion
Regional Champion
Each Competition: 1st, 2nd, 3rd

SNAPS BY SWARD. POSTERS PRODUCED AND DONATED BY SWARD SPORTS
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TEAM RABBIT

While the serious business of team and personal
skydiving skills occupies the emphasis on any training
camp, I thought I'd try to distinguish what our worst
fears are while working to that teams objectives.

A foreign choice for a DZ throws up different fears;
another cup of tea made with UHT milk for example, the
setting sun dipping below the mountains and apparently
releasing a million leg-biting insects, or perhaps the
inevitable evening ritual of scrubbing the dust from
between your toes after a full day in Tevas. I know now
after some two dozen camps such trivialities run only a
close second behind making it there in the first place,
making sure Keith has his BPA membership or hearing
the familiar sound of your own closure loop snapping in
the mid-day heat.

Lineovers, canopy wraps, prematures and such things
are curiously third division. But happily Team Rabbit
launched a ten day skydiving bash in Avignon last
September, punched through all those adversities and a
new, improved concept in Parachute Display Team
sponsorship was born.

Team Rabbits arrival on the scene commenced after a
presentation by Nigel Rogoff to the parent company
B.Y.P.S. (now Hutchison Personal Telecommunications).
Since then the appearance of the team on various DZ and
of course our grape-vine, has fired up curiosity and
questions about who exactly TeamRabbitare. So, S.P. has
agreed to dedicate a couple of pages, and this article, to
satisfy that warranted curiosity.

The concept of a high profile, fully sponsored parachute
display team is far from a new one, but here an innovative
marketing machine liked very much what was laid at their
door. With confidence on both sides things moved quickly
from inception through procurement to the first teams
skydive - a pink bunny rabbit centre floating from the
Porter at 12 grand. Since then a formidable and experi-
enced cell of 18 skydivers have performed a number of
demos, flying the corporate flag.

Potentially a political minefield and perhaps the most
awkward element of a team’s construction is what
personalities you draw in to become involved. Experience
was a fundamental, but not exclusive criterion along with
presentability and availability. An overall balance
covering the sportsthree disciplines had to be considered
to strengthen the hand of a complete team. Its far from
easy, and because those 18 individuals hamess an array of
specialities, the input at briefings came from all corners.
Almost everyone for example needs to know how to close
a 4 man C.R.W. diamond, fly 200 sq.foot flags, skydive
withTri-hand grips and 40’ streamers (preferably still in
their pouches). Ali Wright needs to film 14V stone
homesick safes, 7/ stone pink Rabbits, Tri-planes and
Tandem jumps. The training camp had ahuge diversity of
objectives to cover and eventually afterthe first six days of
blue skies and back aches for some of us, the team results
began to do justice to the underlying experience. By the
end of ten days we were cooking with gas and felt ready
for a series of off season displays back home in the U.K.

The first demos are now history, but the resultsand the
obvious enthusiasm from our backers proved the benefits
of a co-ordinated team effort. Team Rabbit has survived
the rigours of International business manoeuvering and
now enjoys an expanding 1991 schedule list.

Look out for Team Rabbit on the circuit and your local
D.Z. if you need more information getintouch with Nigel
Rogoff on 0993 868684. I think you’ll be pleasantly
surprised at what level of sponsorship is still available
even amongst the gloom of official recession. If you are
after the same, be under no illusion about how much
committment is required to set up and run a thing like
this, but take encouragement that there’s been a major
investment of both cash and confidence in our unique
sport. Team Rabbit was lucky....

they provided incentive,
we provided ability,
both provided results
....next partnership.

Piccies, Ali Wright & NWC
Words, Nigel Watson-Clark
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OREGON - Worth A Look

Rather than picking upon one specific drop zone I
thought I'd share my experience of skydiving in the
United States. Normally when regaling each other with
stories about the US most British skydivers have either
been to the sunny climes of Florida or California. Last year
my job took me to Oregon and I started skydiving ‘again’
after a three year lay-off from my first and only static line
jump in the UK. In the space of three months I made over
100 jumps. Back here in the UK I am often asked where
I've jumped in the US. My reply of “Oregon” usually gets
a blank stare, or at best “I've never been there. Is it nice?”
For an ‘out of the way’ place there’s a surprising amount
to interest the intrepid skydiver.

Oregon s situated in the top left-hand corner of the con-
tinental US with a rugged coastline lapped by the Pacific
ocean. The Pacific North-West is roughly rectangular in
shape, 300 miles North-South and 400 miles East-West.
There are two major mountain ranges in Oregon. The
Coast Range is described perfectly by it’s name and the
highest point, Mary’s Peak is about 4000’. The Cascade
mountains run North-South through the whole state,
parallel to coast about 100 miles inland. The range is lit-
tered with volcanic peaks, many exceeding 8000’, includ-
ing Mt. Hood, at 11235’ the tallestin Oregon. The infam-
ous Mount St. Helens, just 50 milesinto Washington State
is part of the same range. One of the most striking features
of Oregon is its scenery. In part, after my first ‘just out of
curiosity’ tandem skydive, it was responsible for my con-
tinuing to jump. With a clear blue sky the view from 10000’
is stunning. The Cascade peaks march North-South for
over 600 miles, from the Californian to the Canadian bor-
ders. The Pacific Ocean shimmers to the West, next land-
fall Tokyo. East of the Cascades you’ll find high desert,
forest and farmland. Oregon is roughly half way between
the Equator and the North Pole, and a sign on the freeway
tells you they're proud of it. The climate is cool in winter,
mild and wetin Spring and Fall, hot (but not too hot) in the
Summer.

Oregon has a population of about 3 million people,
‘crammed’ into an area as big as the whole of the UK. Ore-
gon used to be blanket forest, what still remains provides
a large share of the local jobs and income. The largest city
is Portland (500,000+). Most of the population lives West
of the Cascades, within two hours drive of the ocean.
Unlike East Coast USA or California, English people are a
novelty in Oregon. 1 was there for nine months and not
one person who attempted to guess my nationality got it
right. (I am of course from the gas giant planet Regulo IV).
Most thought I was from Australia, some thought Ireland
or Boston(?) and one even suggested Sweden as my accent
was so funny!

The USPA has about 300 registered members in Oregon
but not every jumper is a member so there are probably
more than 500 regular jumpers scattered throughout the
state. USPA membership before the first jump is not com-
pulsory but advisable. There are four very active DZs. All
are open every weekend (weekdays and weekday even-

By lan Mitchell, USPA A-11689

ings by arrangement). All are within two hours drive of
Portland. Jump prices are equivalent to about 6 quid for a
skydive from 10,000 Allof theDZs ... __

Ian Mitchell recieves his custard pie for 100 FF Skydives.
July 1990 at Willamette Valley PTC.

boast clubhouse, training room, toilets, showers, a rigger
on hand, video facilities (by arrangement), covered pack-
ing area and an accuracy pit. None have food or drink on
site except for vending machines - the ubiquitous Pepsi
machine in the corner, but all are within a mile of the
nearest shops and restaurants, cooking facilities are avail-
able. At weekends, especially during the warmer months
you’ll probably find impromptu barbecues happening on
most DZs as darkness falls and the beer begins to flow.
All jumps in the US, for students and experienced
skydivers must be made under ram-air main canopies.
Coming back to a British DZ last August gave me quite a
surprise. Beginning skydivers are well catered forat all of
the DZs mentioned. In Oregon there are three ways to get
to your first solo freefall... AFF (at Skydive Oregon), Tan-
dem and Static Line (S/L). UK jumpers may not be familiar
with the tandem method. It costs marginally more than S/



L and offers the best ‘bang for buck’. Basically it's a normal
tandem jump except the student has a ripcord as well as
the tandem master. Jumps are made from 10000+’ and
there is a structured progression through 3 or more jumps
where the student has to exhibit stability, spatial and
altitude awareness (pulling at the right altitude on 3 suc-
cessive occasions). Then, at least one S/L jump (complete
with dummy pull)is made to exhibit competence on a solo
dive and then it’s 4000" and a 10 second delay! Of course
there’s a whole lot of ground school too.

There is always a Boogie in Oregon somewhere during
March through September and most average 60-100 jum-
pers. The most notable being the ’‘Seaside Beach
Weekend’ in late September when the whole weekend is
spent skydiving, landing on the beach (you must have
‘live’ water landing training to participate) and partying.
Last year, Portland Parachute Club organised a ‘Para-Ski
event, freefalling from a helicopter. Most Boogies are
organised at Sheridan or Molalla. During the Summer
months there are always plenty of demonstration sky-
dives to be seen (and dependent upon experience - partici-
pated in). Venues range from “4th July’ celebrations, to the
State Fair in Salem and even one load I witnessed which
was the skydive equivalent of a Kissogram! Something
that I miss back here in the UK is the absence of ‘Pie-ing’.
When you reach 100 or 1000 freefalls it is the duty of your
peers to surprise with a custard piein the face (see photo).
For any other momentous event such as first freefall, first
4-way or first cup of coffee of the day (any excuse will do),
the hapless skvdiver should supply a case ofbeer! Making
students kiss the pilot before they exit is also a popular
pastime, with the pilots anyway; personally I never
indulged, he just wasn’t my type.

EED sDA{zhafaes i

Enough chat here’s a few thumbnail sketches of the DZs
themselves....

WILLAMETTE VALLEY PARACHUTE TRAINING
CLUB was where I made most of my jumps and it was
they who taught me that first and foremost skydiving is a
fun sport, browse my logbook sometime. An hour and a
half due South of Portland in the car and handily placed
just 3 miles from Interstate 5, the arterial North-South
route in Oregon. This is a very friendly DZ that trains the
members of the Oregon State University Skydiving Club
and shares its facilities with the local ultralite flyers. They
have two Cessnas (175 and 182). A bunkhouse is planned
for the future but not yet areality. When you get there ask
for ‘Mike’ It's owned and operated by Mikes McGee and
Marthaller, both very experienced and always willing to
help inexperienced skydivers. The chief pilot is another
Mike too! On a typical weekend there might be 20 jumpers
present so the manifest queue is always thankfully short.
Three and four ways make up the bulk of the dives by
experienced practitioners. Cross country jumps, forma-
tion loads, night and water jumps are organised on a reg-
ular basis. I remember one particular load at 1:10 am on a
moonless night as our pilot requested clearance during
the climb...

“This Cessna 05 Sierra, en route to 10,000° for a
parachute drop”. Seattle Centre was quiet for a minute.
“But it's after onein the morning!” Some people just don’t
understand.

SPORT PARACHUTIS T IR

Robbie Dinstead prepares to depart as a “Conehead” on another demo-
jump. Urban Moore grins and turns the other cheek. Willamette Valley
PTC, June 1990.

SKYDIVE OREGON is owned and operated by Joe
Weber. Jumping is 7 days a week dependant upon
demand. This is a no-nonsense DZ that caters more for
experienced skydivers (30+ each weekend), though
beginners and inexperienced jumpers are always made
welcome and AFF courses are run on demand. They have
Cessna 182s and a Westwind Twin-Beech that climbs to
14,500’ like an express lift. Without doubt this is the best
appointed clubhouse in the state. The TV viewing area is
more like your own comfortable lounge at home and the
kitchen is neat, tidy and well laid out. There is a cute ver-
andah where you can sit, chat, pat the obligatory DZ dog,
yawn as the sunrises (!) and occasionally shelter to watch
the brave few jumps in the rain. (“Is this an article for SP
or 'Homes and Gardens’?” I ask myself.)

SHERIDAN SKYSPORTS, is owned and operated 7
days a week by Ted Mayfield. It's a very friendly DZ,
about 45 minutes drive South-West from Portland. Show
up there and you’re guaranteed special attention. Ted
makes sure that everyone goes home happy at the end of
the day. On a typical weekend there are about 20-30 jum-
perspresent of all abilities. There aretwo or three Cessnas
(182s) and a D-18 Twin Beech. There is a grassy area suita-
ble for camping. Sheridan was also the home of Roch
Charmet. The Frenchman who held he world record for
the most jumps in the free world (14,650) before his last, a
few years ago.

WESTERN SPORT PARACHUTE CLUB is the DZ at
Beaver Oaks airport, near Estacada. This is the handiest
placed DZ for the city of Portland only 30 minutes drive.
Owned and operated by Ralph Hatley. Known more for
his business, trading as Western Parachute Sales (famous
the world over). This is THE place to come for new and
used gear. The DZ has an 8 place Beaver and some Cessna
182s. There are always good skydivers around. About 20-
30 jumpers, mostly beginners, each weekend. This DZ
has been operated by Ralph for over 30 years and he tells
me that he trained quite a few of the other local DZowners
too! Manifest is in strict order so no-one gets bumped off
aload by the local Skygods who “Just have to get that final
practice dive in before the Nationals yah”. I visited this DZ
in February ‘91 and was made VERY welcome. I'm sure
that Ralph will extend the same hospitality to any other
‘Poms’ that stop by.
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Three other DZs bear mention though I’ve not visited
them..

BEAGLE SKY RANCH, 20 minutes drive North of Med-
ford, close to the Californian border, call (503) 655-2771 for
more details. CLINE FALLS, Redmond, on the eastern
side the Cascasdes also has a DZ. It’s fairly quiet, maybe
20 regular jumpers and the airfield altitude of 2800’ makes
for interesting landings. The DZ is close to the Deschutes
River and unfortunately was fogged-in on the only day
that I tried to visit it. Apparently this was a very unusual
state of affairs as there are blue skies most of the year
because it liesin the rain shadow of the Cascades. Try Bob
Daughs (503) 923 1922 for more details. Finally, there is a
small DZ at TOLEDO, about 3 hours drive from Portland,
5 miles from the picturesque town of Newport and the
beautiful Pacific coast. Try speaking to Red Mayfield
(Sheridan Skysports) for more information.

PORTLAND PARACHUTE CLUB has about 30 mem-
bers, it fluctuates. Meets once a month and organises five
or sixboogies a year including the Seaside Beach Weekend
and Para-Skiat M. Hood. The club isn't officially affiliated
to any DZ but alot of members jump at Sheridan. Dues are
about $20 a year. A good person to talk to regarding the
clubs activities is Betty Eckenrode-Mayfield, at (503) 843-
3616.

Before you go make sure that you take your logbook and
licenses with you. I'm not sure butl don’t think BPA mem-
bership insurance covers jumping in the US so you'll
probably have to spend another $36.50 for USP A member-
ship.

Mt. Hood as seen from 7000 ft,
just south ofMt. S5t. Helens, Washington.

1t’s difficult to telescope 6 months skydiving into an arti-
cle like this. What I would say though is that I was made
very welcome at every DZ I visited, enjoyed all the time I
spent there and [ HAD A LOT OF FUN. As a novice I
never had ay trouble finding someone to jump with me
and there wasneverany hint of ‘skygoddishness’. Go sky-
dive Oregon, you don't know what you're missing!

Some useful information:

USPA
Address - 1440 Duke Street, Alexandria,
VIRGINIA, 22314, USA

Phone Number - (703) 836-3495, fax (703) 836-2843

SHERIDAN SKYSPORTS

Owner - Ted Mayfield

Address - 394 NW Orchard Street, Sheridan,
OREGON, 97378, USA

Phone Number - (503) 843-3416

SKYDIVE OREGON

Owner - Joe Weber

Address - 12150 S. Highway 211, Molalla,
OREGON, 97038, USA

Phone Number - (503) 829-3843 or 829-5867

WILLAMETTE VALLEY PARACHUTE TRAINING CLUB
Owners - Mike McGee and Mike Marthaller

Address - 375 Scravel Hill Road SE. Albany,

OREGON 97321, USA

Phone Number - (503) 926-5736 or 928-4622

WESTERN SPORT PARACHUTE CLUB

Owner - Ralph Hatley

Address - Beaver Oaks Airport, 29388 SE Hieple Road,
Eagle Creek, OREGON 97022, USA

Phone Number - (503) 630-Jump or 654-0718




MMBOOGIE

Chris Donaldson’s view on the
MMABATHO XMAS BOOGIE.

From inside the sunglasses.....

...The end of a fifteen hour trans continental flight isn’t really the
right time to make objective judgements about a new country,
particularly one that people have such definite and opposing views
about. So as we assembled outside customs control at Jan Smuts air-
port on 19th December last year, I determined just to let the whole
experience wash over me until I'd woken up a bit. Forget it... As the
coach left the smoggy haze of Jo’burg behind, Africa reached outand
grabbed me by the throat. The heat, the colours, the contrasts, and
the sheer size of the place make you sit up and take notice. Two
hours later we checked into the Sun Hotel in Sun City, justinside the
Boputhatswana border, and our overnight stop on the way to the
boogie. Sun City is an ultra modern, glass and metal oasis of hotels,
casinos, restaurants and swimming pools, set in a lush volcanic cra-
terliterally hundreds of miles from anywhere. It manages to be tacky
and luxurious at the same time, and the riveting topless revue that
night provided most of us who attended with the opportunity of a
well earned sleep. Two o’clock the following afternoon, and two
hundred sticky miles later, our party of thirty or so Brits arrived in
Mmabatho and checked into the Molopo Sun Hotel. The remainder
of the day was spentinvestigating the facilities, which are numerous
and excellent, and getting registered and briefed for the boogie,
which, as you will hear, was also excellent. The whole thing is
organised by the hotel management. This works to the jumpers
advantage as events at the hotel tend to revolve around a days
skydiving, and the befuddlement of the regular staff and guests who
simply aren’t used to the site of teva clad jumpers wandering the
corridors in search of somewhere to pack, or the site of fifty rigs lined
up outside the restaurant at breakfast waiting for their owners to
finish.

The routine was simple. Coaches left each morningat fifteen minute
intervals for the airport, some ten minutes away, so you could find
a coach to suit your hangover timetable. Jumping started as soon as
there were enough people at the field tofilla load. Aftermidday, you
had a choice. Land back at the D.Z. and carry on jumping, or land
back at the hotel, swim, eat, get a coach back and then carry on jump-
ing. It was hard to make more than four or five jumps a day, but bear-
ing in mind the 110 degree temperatures and the incumbent toll this
takes on your energy reserves, this proved to be enough for most
people. The airfield D.Z. is definitely ‘C’ licence, consisting as it does
of most of Africa. Spotting is haphazard, but as long as you have
read Wilbur Smith, you don’t have much trouble finding your way
back. The spotting for the hotel is a little better. .. .it needs to be. The
D.Z. consists of a large car park, heavily endowed with trees, lamp
posts and small black kids queuing up to be landed upon. It isn't
however dangerous as such, youalways get a choice.
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The level of experience was very mixed, but there was organising to
suit all levels. Unsurprisingly, most jumpers were native South
Africans (most of whom, having been introduced to team relative
work at an early stage are of a very high standard), the British were
the next most numerous contingent, and there were a smattering of
Europeans to give the whole thing an international feel. People gen-
erally found their level very quickly, and the attitude of most people
I'spoke to towards the end of the boogie was one of fulfillment, even
though the ‘axing’ of people on organised loads was a little arbitrary.
People generally felt they had the opportunity to stretch
themselves a little. The weather was, well...hot. The winds either
zero or limits. Landing your canopy at an altitude of 4000/ in nil
winds and 100 degrees takes a little getting usedto, and the alterna-
tive to getting it right is spectacular to say the least. Don't let this put
you off however. This is one boogie I would recommend to anyone.
The sheer experience of Africacan’t be conveyed in the space I have
available. Nor, unfortunately can the anecdotes that make boogies a
memorable time. The Brits won the cabaret outright, taking the piss
out of everyhing and everybody. Martin Newman found time to
commune with the locals in a way that most of us shied away from,
asking one native if she had any English in her, and if so, would she
like a little more? Simon Ward, hearing that Tom Piras was
concerned with formations floating, told him to inflate his ego and
make things a little easier, and 0 Tom himself, leaping from a Land-
Rover towards a herd of Rhino discovered that:

A)Rhinos don’t have much of a sense of humour, and

B) Notevery living creature is inawe of him as he'd Iike them to be.

From outside the sunglasses...

...The boogie takes place in Mmabatho, which is the capital of
Boputhatswana, an African homeland. It's organised at this end of
the worldby Amanda Kenny, to whom our thanks must goand who
will shortly be organising the next trip. Ask around, politics make it
quite difficult to advertise.

The aircraft available were two turbine DC-3's..Yes, turbine, and
two CASA’s courtesy of the Boputhatswana defence force. Tom
Piras and Roger Ponce de Leon headed the organisers and did a
pretty good job. Everything from four way drill dives to thirty two
way sequential. They were assisted by some of the local hotshots
who did a great job if you were South African, and a mediocre one if
you weren't (Joke guys).

The accommodation isincluded in the package andis 100% through-
out, breakfast is also included, as are return flights and your first
twenty skydives. The whole thing takes place over a two week
period covering Xmas and the New Year, and there is an option to
stay over for another two weeks. If time allows this is a must. Travel
in S.A. is easy, and the exchange makes the whole thing relatively
cheap. I could talk for hours about everything from Elephants to
Isuzu crankshaft pulleys...but Iwon't.

Thanks Amanda and everyone who went for making the trip so
memorable. If you have about £1100 to spare this year, let’s do it
again, yes, New Years Eve as well.



Amanda Kenny and pussy.
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Peter Schaeffer and friends.




Room dive.

“landing back at the hotel, swim, eat, get a coach back and carry on jumping...”

Simon Ward.
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A.P.D.O. UPDATE

The letters printed in this issue of
Sport Parachutist were written
mainly In response to the letter by
Dave Turner, the Hon sec of the
Association of Professional Drop
Zone Operators to SP (Feb). The
"APDO vs The Military” sltuation
has been changlng rapidly
however, and the Ilatest
development is the outbreak of an
uneasy peace as a result of some
constructive dialogue between the
representatives of the military
Sport Parachute Associations, the

BPA and the APDO.

As is usual in this type of dispute the
extreme stances initially taken have been
modified somewhat. Discontent has been
simmering since 1987/88 when a similar
row resulted in an agreement ofthe mili-
tary centres to meet certain conditions: ie
a) No more than 5% offirst time students
trained to be civilian. b) No advertising
or promotion in Sport Parachutist Maga-
zine of events and services offered by the
military centres. c) Prices of jumps to be
kept on a par with civilian centres.

The APDO feel that the military centres
have moved away from these agreements
and that the unfair competition has been
damaging nearby clubs financially. With
their new Hon Sec, Dave Tumer who
took over from Dave Parkerlast October,
the APDO decided to pursue their griev-
ances through MPs, the Ministry of
Defence and the Office of Fair Trading.
Apart from the unfair competition com-
plaint there were allegations of misuse of
public funds against the chairman of the
APA major Bob Card.

The attitude of the APDO to the BPA was
that, as this was a dispute between them
(APDO) and the military, the BPA
should stay out of it and maintain a neu-
tral position, so as to fairly represent both
civilian and military jumpers.

Typical of the grievances of the APDO
are the hiring out of military planes to
civilian display teams at low rates, mili-
tary centres training large numbers of
first time civilian jumpers, providing ex-

perienced jumpers with cheap jumps or
achieving the same by flying higher than
12,000ft whilst charging the same rate.
The centres stand accused of luring jum-
pers away from civilian clubs because of
the superior facilities (funded by the gov-
ernment) which they are able to offer.

APDO stated at one of their meetings
that, "the unanimous consensus was that
aviablefuturefor civilian sport parachut-
ing in the UK is threatened by military
activity and that concerted action will be
taken by the association. This action is
the result of the apparent failure of pre-
vious agreements”.

The APDOs action came on two fronts,
with a campaign not just against the mili-
tary, but for the right of dropzone owners
not to pay the P6 membership fees to the
BPA, (the first jump students costs in-
clude a fee for provisional membership
of the BPA which covers insurance and
administration) to arrange their own
cheaper insurance and keep the dif-
ference. A fundamental disagreement
between the BPA and the APDO is
whether the money can be considered as
coming out of the DZ operators pockets
(as in, "we pay the BPA £X,000 per
year") or out of the students’ pockets (as
in "on top of your course fee, you will be
charged a sum of money for third party
insurance arranged for you by the BPA™).
There is also the question of how much
such clubs should be expected to pay to
retain the advantages of affliliation to the
BPA.

Although there are many tangible and
intangible benefits for clubs as members
of a National Association such as the
BPA, itis possible that on top of arrang-
ing their own insurance, some clubs
mightdecide to opt out of the Association
entirely and make their own arrange-
ments with the CAA. A large enough
desertion would mean the BPA would no
longer be the National Representative
body. The financial implications of these
moves could therefore theoretically re-
sult in the end of the BPA, and a thor-
oughly fragmented sport.

This was the state of play when John
Lines took over as chairman of the BPA.

APDO MEMBERS: Border PC,

Black Knights PC, Cornwall PC,
DISC, Fife PC, Fiying Tigers PC,
Halfpenney Green PC, Head-

corn PC, Ipswich PC, London
Skydiving centre, North West
PC, Peterlee, SPC Tilstock,
Wild Geese, Swansea PC,

Like Jim Crocker, he believed strongly
that a compromise was possible, if only
reasonable dialogue could take place.
Furthermore he was adamant that the
BPA was the correct body to mediate in
arguments between members, and that it
is unacceptable for any one group of
members to engage in activities prejudi-
cial to another group. The aggressive
stance of the APDO made compromise
look extremely unlikely, with sugges-
tions that the APDO would notrest until
the military had been totally removed
from any involvement with civilian para-
chuting activities; and acrimonious dis-
cussions at council, with APDO
members Dave Tumer and Dave
Howerski. After considerable corre-
spondence between the chairman and
APDO, a meeting was arranged between
the APA, RAFSPA and APDO which
John Lines chaired. As a result of the
meeting the situation has now changed.
It was agreed thatthere were areas where
the military had overstepped the mark
and that measures would be taken to re-
turn to the limits of the 1988 agreement.
Unfortunately RN & RM SPA (Dunke-
swell) were notrepresented. Furthermore
there is a different attitude held by RAF-
SPA (Weston on the Green) who believe
that they are not breaking the spirit of the
original agreement; there may yet be an
impasse here. But, for the moment the
APDO feel that their grievances are
being taken seriously and are not
threatening further action. The situation
will be monitored by APDO over the
summer to decide whether they will need
to take any further action.

The Chairman has also addressed a re-
cent meeting of APDO members. After a
frank exchange of views on this issue and
many others, a more cordial dialogue has
commcnccd. It is intended by both sides
(APDOand BPA) that this will continue,
inthe belief that better communication in
the future will minimise, or even elimi-
nate the possibility of a repetition of this
unfortunate saga.
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A FLYING START TO FREESTYLE

Freestyle was first created as
an escape from the disciplined
skydives of RW competition,
so our first rule is, freestyle
must be fun. Freestyle has its
own dangers and there aren’t
enough of us around, so the
only other rule is BE SAFE.

Freestyle basically translates as doing any
pose or manoeuvre in the air in a controlled
repeatable fashion, if it looks aesthetically
pleasing then so much the better. This means
that the only limits to what you can do are
imagination and ability. The best known posi-
tions are the Stand up, the T and the Daffy.
These are only one small part of freestyle, still
we have to start somewhere so...

First of all choose a wet grey miserable week
when the planes are bust and your kit is in for
repair. Now find yourselfagymins uctorand
a trampoline. Fitness and flexibility are helpful
in RW, they are nigh on essential for good
freestyle. At the end of the day 95% of frees-
tyle is gymnastics in freefall, so virtually
i 1 learn will be wasted. The T and
thet are actually an ‘Arabesque’ and the
splits. Gym instructors give much better

escriptions and advice than 1 can,

A gymnastically corrrect execution of these
works in the air almost exactly the same as on
the ground, so whatyou can do on the ground
is basically what you will do in the air. When
done properly the only difference is a mild
turn in the direction of the forward or down-
ward leg, with a bit of practice this is easily
countered by the hands. The body also gets to
learn what it needs to do, and which muscles
should hurt when things look best. Learning
somersaults on the trampoline accustoms your
brain to a spinning environment, knowing
how far round you are is useful. Italso teaches
your body how to convert momentum from
vertical to rotational and control of the speed of
spin. If you get really good on a trampoline
then techniques of combining twists with
layouts can be practiced. Trampolines only
give a limited time for each manoeuvre, so
more complex ones can only be put together in
the air, the basics however can be learnt on the
cheap.

Vertical wind tunnels are preferable but not
as cheap or accessible, they are still not the
same as the air though. In a tunnel the air
speed is slower and does not increase and
decrease according to your body position. So
you have to learn to fly the tunnel just as you
have to learn to use a trampoline. Once learnt
though therestrictions are fewer and thelearn-
ing curve takes a big swing. One big advantage
of a tunnel is that it does force a discipline of
staying in the same airspace, which makes vid-
eoing easier.

This may sound like hard work, but its a
damn sight easier than air time and success
will come a lot sooner. Good freestyle is not
easy, it takes time and practice just the same as
RW or style does. No one expects to be able to
back in on a 16 way immediately after cat 8, so
don’t expect to be able to backloop a Daffy
straight off. The goundwork will however be
more than rewarded up in the air. The next
stage is to make sure your equipment is up to
it. You are going to be twisting and turning, so

first of all your rig should be a good fit, com-
fortable and not restricting movement in any
way. Tatty gearis abig NO-NO, you are going
to subjectit to wind at ahigher speed and from
different directions than conceived when it
was designed. Everything must be in good
condition, worn velcro, frayed closure loops,
insecure risers, loose pins, weak throwaway
pockets, all are potential killers. Get someone
to check what happens to the pins and cables
when you curl up in a ball with your rig on.

An audible altimeter is a very good idea as
the ground is much less visible during frees-
tyle and it's easy to get engrossed. The AADs
that are currently available are not very
accurate when flung around so I personally
would not recommend one, others may disag-
ree. Always bearin mind that altimeters work
on air pressure, so a chest altimeter will read
falsely high when you are on your back. It may
just be plain unreadable because of juddering,
‘If in doubt get it out’ is a survival technique
not a silly phrase. Try and build up height
awareness by looking at the , and
guessing the height before an alti,
during climb to altitude, or in RW whilst wait-
ing for a dock. Although there is no need for
tracking I would recommend that during train-
ing with video a signal for ‘break-off” is still
done at 3200 feet. This will not only ease the
cameramans worry of being taken low, but
also serve as a reminder that a low terminal
velocity and stable position is preferable for
the imminent opening.

In much of freestyle your arms and hands
are actually the control surfaces, your body
and legs need to be neutral. Hence the best
type of jumpsuit (short of buying a special) is a
long sleeved sweat shirt and cycling pants.
Alternatively a leotard worn over a long
sleeved cotton shirt works pretty well. Also
surfing gloves or home made webbed gloves
help considerably.

Think of two or three things you want to try
(or perfect), and do a serious dirt dive. Make
sure you build in altitude checks at regular
intervals, particularly when experimenting.
Bouncing is not considered to be freestyle!
Build up to multiple loops as these can rapidly
get out of control, blackouts are a danger.
Whenever things get really out of hand
remember to - as big as , if
nothingelseit« = the spinning -

The only danger I have not mentioned yet is
exit order from the plane. Never be pushed
into exiting close after RW, except for larger
groups you will not only pass the RW by verti-
cally but may easily pass undemneath it too!
Dump height is not the time to start 3
about airspace. Safety tactics hereareto* -~
to the side on exit, but preferably spot the exit
first, or exit last and late.

Freestyle positions

and manoeuvres

A quick run down of some positions and
variants

Lying flat on your belly (RW), on your back,
on your side. arms out, folded, behind your
head, legs together, apart, crossed.

Standing up star, crucifix, spear, attention,
salute.

Stork one leg bent, in front, behind to the
side

Kneeling prayer, rifleman style.

Sitting down cross legged, Japanese, on a
chair.

Spliw front, side (Daffy)

T face down, on your back, side, or stood up.
Pike (Bent in two, straight legs)

Peg-leg one legged pike

Bat upside down as if hanging from a bar by
the knees

Ball crunched up (style)

..and anything else you can manage to
contort into.

Many positions can be rotated in all three
planes, generally known as turns, loops, and
barrel rolls. These can be induced by different
methods as well, sticking oneleg out, bending
at the waist, turning one foot, etc. etc.

Combine rotation in more than one axis,
intersperse twists with loops. Pommel horse
movement is one resulting combination. Some
positions are very difficult to rotate, others are
difficult not to. All these positions have
different requirements of balancing the airflow
so as to keep stable, some are inherently
unstable and best used only during move-
ment.

Multi person freestyle is more restrictive
and, apart from a few static positions, an order
of magnitude more difficult. A multi standup
can be started from a cat, get feet on each
others shoulders, hold each others legs,
straighten the legs, then the person at the back
stands up. Or a V builtfrom Ts. Then there are
the horny gorillas, tube, bullet, and star T of
course.

Obviously there has not been enough time
for me to try all these, never mind perfect them
so an exhaustive how to is not really feasjble;
and different people find different ways, but
here are a few hints and suggestions.

Transitions from ‘normal’ to vertical are
easiest achieved by starting a ‘cat-8’
backloop, but slower and changing position
as you come upright.

Balance is easier in a stand up if you keep
your feel flat and your toes turned up- notas
aesthetic but easier.

Ease Into a T by first bringing your knee to
the vertical. You can then feel If It is stralght
down before you extend your leg and Is a lot
easier to control.

Face down poses will be flatter if you look
down at the ground, in a T look down your
legusing yourtoe as a pointer.

Upright positions are best if you look out
above the horizon not down at your legs,
and lean backwards from the waist.
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Keeping verticals and horizontals exact not
only looks better but also reduces unneces-
sary sliding around the sky.

Momentum is useful, once you have learnt
some moves string them together using the
movement from the last to launch into the
next.

Itis not necessaryto crunch up Into a ball to
rotate, that just makes it faster which
explains the style tuck.

Use the exit slipstream as a slide, freestyle
starts straight out of the door, on your back,
front, side whatever.

Always do warm-up stretching before you
jump.

Try to ‘feel’ yourwayinto a position, fight-
ing the air never works.

Learn from gymnastics, high board diving,
ice skating, and ballet; all are sources of
inspiration, technique and style.

Straight limbs and pointed toes are hard on
the muscles and harder to keep complete
control. but, they look 100% better than
crooked limbs and sloppy feet.

Video as much as possible. This is
absolutely vital, only then can you see mis-
takes, improve aesthetics, find out what
new moves look llke, and see how you man-
aged to move.

!

Sward Sports, 25 Hook Cottage, Hook, Swindon SN4 BEA.
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Altitude Warning Device
Probably the best

in
Manufsotured by:

Talk through each jump with the camera
person, explain what you Intend to do.
Involve them as much as possibie, it really is
a two person team and they can’t produce
the artistic angles unless they know what
you intend to do. Make sure you alilow time
in the air for them to experiment too.

Most camera people have found a comblna-
tion of wings and weights are neccessary to
cope with the higher speeds and greater
movement Involved in freestyle.

Find someone willing to act as coach/critic
who is interested In what you are doing, and
review your jumps with them.

When visualizing new moves think of the
airflow as fairly solid, like a strong jet of
water. Momentum can overcome the resis-
tance but you are on a loser if you don’t
create enough. Standard backloops for
example only work when you tuck your legs
up to start. Straight body layouts just can’t
be started from a flat position without
tucking the legs, but work just fine once
they’re going.

Other peoples freestyle videos are worth
analyzing to pick up techniques. No one
likes being seen to make mistakes. but if
possible swap the onesthatwentwrong as
well.

For speed freaks, go into a max track, build
up speed, front loop into a stand up, and lift
your arms above your head. (Don’t have
lunch first!)

From the normal position start a front loop
but as you rotate adopt a straight position
with your hands loosely by your side, as you
‘land’ on your back flip stralght back again,
and back the other way again and again.
This is not only good fun but looks really
weird as you appear to be bouncing on an
invisible mat.

Start layouts (straight back back flips) from
a stand up by putting your hands In front of
you. Initial speedis a function of how far you
put your hands out. These can rapldly build
up speed but you can reduce the spin effect
by introducing half twists. Thus a back flip
becomes a front flip.

But, above all,
SMILE and enjoy it.
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FOR CRW

PURSUIT 200

OUR DEALERS: PURSUIT 215
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Thomas Sports Equipment 8 (P )

0262 678299 PURSUIT RW

The Kit Store
0622 890 967




ara-Flite bas been building
square canopies longer than
anyone. And one of the things

we 've learned is that individual

skydivers require individualized equipment. That's
why we offer such a large variety of canopies.in a
wide range of sizes, from 7 to 23 cells, from 140
o 245 square feet.

Para-Flite bas rededicated itself to serving the
sport parachute market in the 90s. We've
developed new products like the Evolution and
ROBO: main canopies that deliver the ultimate
tn performance without compromistng
controllability in all flight modes. We've
made it easier than ever to buy Para-Flite
products.

And we’re not through yet. In the next few
months we plan to. . . well, we can't give away
any more. For now, let’s just say Para-Flite will
continue its commitment to the sport parachute
market by providing you with the largest and
[finest choice of equipment available.

*Call Para-Flite teday fer full details.

OF CHOICE

A "9" FOR CELLS:
A"'10" FORFLIGHT.

ROBO-Z 165

ROBO-Z 185

ROBO-Z 205

ROBO-Z 225

ONE
CONSIDERATION:
SAFETY

SWIFT PLUS

SWIFT PLUS
145

SWIFT PLUS
179

SWIFT PLUS
225




The Fourth
Technical Congress of
Parachuting

Extracts from the Chairman’s Report of the meeting held from the 9th-
11th October 1990 at Bisham Abbey, England.
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Latest figures suggest that the
number of sport parachutists,
and jumping activity, is on the
increase. An cstimated 9
million jumps were made in
1989 worldwide.
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Fatalities: The rate of fatalities
is rising. in 1989 there was
one fatality for every 3,181
jumpers, onc fatality per
55,199 jumps. The total

The Fourth Technical Congress was attended by seventy three
delegates from twenty nine countries. Also in attendance were
representatives of sixtecn manufacturing or technical
organisations. The congress commenced with a parachute
display by the Red Devils followed by an opening address from
Jim Crocker, the incumbcnt chairman of the British Parachute
Association, and Bill Ottley, the chairman of the International
Parachuting Committee (IPC) Safety Committee.

The Congress was chaired by Tony Knight (Chairman of BPA
Safety and Training Committee). The chairman observed that
the main difficulty of past congresses had been its inability to
translate ideas into action. He expressed hope that this meeting
would result in action. The congress was structured around
Working Groups, and Technical Presentations. The Working
Groups were to be the main source of recommendations to be
put before the parent body, [PC.

There were six working groups set up to discuss the following:
Information Exchange, Coaching Development, Certificate
Standardisation, Lifing of Parachute canopies, Manufacturing
Standards, and Technical Congress - The Future.

“the keynote for the congress was
that it should produce action from
its ideas”

“Like the preceding ones the 1990 Congress proved an
invaluable forum for the exchange of invaluable information.
This was not necessarily due solely to the formal programme of
the Congress because much work was also done on an informal
basis among delegates during the social sessions. It was due
more perhaps to the fact that the Congress provided the
opportunity for like minded people to come together. Albeit
that the main ingredients are people and ideas, the event would
never take place at all if it were not for a tremendous amount of
effort on behalf of many people. In the case of this Congress
great credit must go to the work of Sally Bates, Trudy Kemp,
Tony Butler and John Hitchen, all of whom work for the BPA.

Finally, this congress was notable because it included many
nations who had not previously attended. Some of these were
enabled 10 attend by the generosity of some other National
Associations and manu facturers. T he congress was also helped
in many ~ther ways by companies and individuals.” (Tony
Knight, Congress Chairman).

["""RACTS FROM SOME OF THE PRESENTATIONS:

IPC SAFETY SURVEY (Bill Ottley, USA)

This is an annual survey carried out by the IPC to determine
how many people skydive worldwide, how many jumps are
made and to collect injury and fatality statistics. Figures have
been collected over the last five years. The figures presented
relate to 1989 as 1990s statistics will not be complete for a
while.

reportcd number of fatalities
in 1989 was 176, quitc an increase from the 125 of the year
before.

The statistics now include castern bloc countries (for the survey
tuken as Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, East Germany, Hungary
Poland, USSR and Peoples Repuhlic of China). One striking
point to emerge is that jumping is safer in the East. In the West,
the fatality rate is | per 41,881 jumps, in the east it is only | per
125,000. (In terms of number of jumpers | per 2.526 to 1 per
8,000)

“one striking point to emerge is
that jumping is safer in the East
than the West”

Bill Ottley concluded that aithough the fatality rate was rising,
skydiving is getting safer, if we consider the risk per person and
risk per jump. Furthermore, the leading cause of death was the
failure of skydivers to pull at a high enough altitude. Although
AADs would save lives, increased attention to this subject
during training presents the greatest potential for improving
safety.

AADs - THE BRITISH EXPERIENCE (Lyn
George , UK)

Lyn began his presentation by pointing out that if the early
parachutist, Mr Robert Cocking, hud used ane AAD when
testing his ’‘inverted cone’ parachute (madc from tin hoops,
wooden ribs and light cloth) he would have survived the jump.
(He would not of course be alive today as the descent, from a
balloon, took place in 1837!)

There followed a thorough examination of the military and
civilian experience ol using AADs in this country and the
frequent controversy surrounding their use. In the past, the
dcvices have not in the past been reliable enough to
convincingly demonstrate that they will save lives in an
emergency, and not endanger them by premature deployment.

“out of the 5 first time student
fatalities in the last 15 years, an
AAD may have helped in three”

As the devices improve, the discussion is being revived. Should
AADs be compulsory? If so who for? Studcnts, experienced
Jjumpers or static line students only? With static linc students
fatalities are extremely rare. Lyn George suggested that out of
the 5 first time student fatalitics in the last 15 years, an AAD
may have helped in three. On the other hand of the 39 freefall
fatalities in the last 15 years, AADs may have saved lives in just
under 50% of cases. It is possible that the reliability of AADs
will increase to the point that it is hard to argue the case for not

* AAD/AOD - Automatic Activating/Opening Device: Deploys reserve
parachute automatically if jumper is still infreefall at a certain
(dangerously low) altitude. !



using them, however Lyn George feels that "the decision to
incorporate it into student use is a dccision that should be made
by each club and centre and not an issue that is forced onto the
unwilling”. He concluded however that “the continuing dcbate
concermning AADs is very reassuring as it does demonstrate that
we are showing concern.

Lyn Georges presentation was followed by one from Tony
Makepeace on the problems of effective evaluation of AAD
performance.

AAD MAINTENANCE - (Arnold Collenteur,
France)

This presentation was to stress to users the need to service
AADs regularly to maintain reliability. The point was illustrated
with the results of a survey carried out by Parachutes de France
who manufactures the FXC under licence.

“80% of AADs which had only
been periodically serviced were
defective!”

From July 1988 to July 1989, the company inspected 1683 units.
883 had bcen regularly serviced and 99.2% of thesc worked
properly. Of the 740 which had been only periodically serviced
80% were found to be defective! (Dcfective meaning that they
were out of tolerance, did not fire at all or fired at the wrong
altitude).

CYPRES - (Helmut Cloth,Germany)

CYPRES is an acronym derived from Cybernetic Parachute
Relcase System. This is a totally new approach to the design of
an automatic activating device which works by cutting the
closing loop of the reserve container.

The device sits insidc the pack and the closing loop passes
through a small hole in the releasc unit which contains a cutter
which is strong enough to cut through a 1/8 inch steel rope. The
processing unit also sits in the reserve containcr, this is the part
that decides when the AAD should be fired. The jumper controls
its settings and switches the unit on and of f using a small control
unit about the size of a little finger which has a button and an
LED display and is connected by a wire to the processing unit.

“unique AAD which works by
cutting the closing loop of the
reserve container”

The main attractions of this design are that it is small and light
(it weighs approximately 250gms), most of the working parts
are in thc reserve container, and are thus protected from
damage, finally, it is an independent opening system. It does not
use a cable or depend on the existing pin and will therefore
work even with bent pins.

This device has so far proved extremely reliable and will no
doubt be a hit with those jumpers who would rather have an
AAD but feel it’s a bit 'uncool’ to be seen wearing one!

THE PRODUCTION OF VIDEO TRAINING
PROGRAMMES - (Pete Reynolds and Simon
Ward , UK)

This presentation conccmed the WARP training video produced
by Simon and Pete with financial assistance by the BPA. It also
covered the general (financial, technical etc) aspects of vidco
production.

“the WARP video is of high quality
and professionally presented”

The video was well received though there is a cemment in the
chairmans rcport that some delegates felt that this was
"overdone as a hard scll". Having recognised the need for such
a video and then contributed thousands of pounds towards it, it
is odd that thc BPA have done little to promote it since it’s
release despite recognising that the final product is "high quality
and "professionally presented".

OTHER PRESENTATIONS:

TANDEM MALFUNCTIONS: CAUSES AND CURES
Bill Morriscy of Strong Enterprises

AADs
Pascal Depres (Pretel/Parachute Shop) and Frank Chevrier
(FXO)



THE MUSTGETBEERS GO EUROPEAN

Believe it or not there was a Style and
Accuracy scene lastyear with three Regional
Championships, the Scottish Nationals, fun
meets likethe Met. Policymeetand ofcourse
the National Championships, none ofwhich,
for some reason, were reported on. In addi-
tion there were numerous style and Accu-
racy competitions in Europe attended by
British Jumpers.

Itis notsurprising then that our colieagues
in the RW Boogie set believe that style and
Accuracy isdead,itisn’t, it’sjustthatnobody
can be bothered to put pen to paper.

To redress that balance let me tell you
about one Teams preparations for the 1991
Season; in the hope also that it will encour-
age some of you to at least come along to the
domestic competitions, you might surprise
yourselves and actually enjoy it.

The Mustgetbeers; comprising of CHERYL
SMYTH, JOHN SMYTH, STEVE HASTINGS,
ALAN DUMBELL and recent recruit from
‘keep off the Grass’ STEVE EVERSFIELD,
have been jumping together for over three
years. 1990 was their best season to date.
The team won the gold medal in all the reg-
ional championships and individual succes-
ses left STEVE HASTINGS WINNING Gold in
the overall Regional Championships for Bet-
ter Style and Accuracy with CHERYL SMYTH
wiLrlining Bronze in the ACCURACY OVER-
ALL.

Alan DUMBELL and Steve HASTINGS
WON GOLD at the SCOTTISH NATIONALS
with Alan also taking the Style Champion-
ship.

ALAN DUMBELL ALSO WON INDIVIDUAL
GOLD IN THE POLICY ACCURACY Meet with
JOHN SMITH taking the Police Champion-
ship and the Team winning the Silver Medal.

Our best European success story was
CHERYL SMYTH winning the Accuracy and
Style at the Belgian Nationals and achieving
silver at Chambery in France. This was
against all the top European jumpers includ-
ing the National Teams who appear at every
mkajor European competition, more on that
later.

Back to our own Nationals the Mustget-
beers were narrowly beaten into silver
medal position in the Team Accuracy by the
Army ‘A Team’ and much to BOB CARDS
frustration, pushing the Army B and Army C
Teams into third and fourth place.

There in lies the motivation behind the
1991 season “We want to stuff the Army!”
when this was mentioned to Geof CHAN-
DLER over a pint at the AGM he replied
"RIGHT GAME ON”

Rumour has it that the Army, under BOB
CARDS wing are putting together a super
team with some outside financial help, and
intend to do all the domestic and European
Competitions, well if its true the Mustget-
beers will be there as well, as long as the
venue is within driving distance, as we don't
have the benefit of Indulgence Flights.

The Europeans appear to have left us
behind as far as turning Accuracy Competi-
tions into Spectator events, with the Advent
of the Artificial Pit, huge score displays, and
commentaries explaining everything to he

audience as the jumpers land they hae
realised the spectator potential by moving
the Competitions to various ready built
stadiums, or building stadiums around the
pit as airfields. Either way the crowds flock
in, the operators can earn lots of money both
from gate receipts and adverising, and the
Competitors enjoy briliant competition -
everyone's happy. It is the only way forward
for Style and Accuracy so lets not get left
behind in the UK.

In the meantime we have the Regional and
National competition dates set for 1991 in
the UK. Please come along and meet the die
hard ‘spin dizzies’ as Ronnie ‘OBRIEN’ calls
us (all the Mustgetbeers started off or
belonged to Peterborough Parachute Club at
some stage, even Steve Eversfield who was
in the original ‘Peterborough United’ Accu-
racy Team). Itis ironic that Sibson is now the
main RW Centre!!

If you are not sure, attend the Accuracy
Seminar at Netheravon in May, you will find
that you can have good fun and good vibes
and good healthy competition let's not,
make it another ‘Army V Mustgetbeers V No
Sleep’, year. We need new blood to keep the
domestic scene alive and contrary to what
was stated in a rther derisory article by a cer-
tain CCl last year we are not a bunch of
moaning minnies who do not know Ihow to
have fund. If you come to Netheravon in
May, 1 am sure the Armywill take great plea-
sure in educating you. A nicer bunch of
people you could not wish to meet. | know
you will be made very welcome.

Cheers
The Mustgetbeers.

Head down to success with - . ..

,_The Fren

Please complete the form for full details.

Name:

Address:

PostCode:

Tek. No.:
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AN AFF PROGRAMME

in an ideal climate
at realistic prices
and expert tuition.

Courses held throughout 1991

1.
II\

Contact:

Nigel Rogoff

& Nigel Watson-Clark
Scelgar House, Witney Road
Finstock, Oxon OX7 3DE
Tel: 0993 868684

Fax: 0993 868526
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NORTH WEST PARACHUTE COMPANY
THE SPECIALIST PARACHUTE MANUFACTURERS

: Prop. R.N. ATHERTON (17 years in Sport Parachutlng, Advanced ngger 13 yrs Ex-lnstructor 12yrs)

Introduce to the Sport Parachutist and you a range of parachutes built simply to be
the bestin their class, uncompromised by cost and sold direct from manufacturerto
you with the only considerations being the pursuit of excellence and safety

THE SILVER HAWK
192sq.ft.7cells
' Load 100-220 Ibs. 25 mph approx o
The starter parachute, simple safe and responsnve
Used in student tralmng/CRW etc.

SPECIAL PRICE £525

THE GOLDEN EAGLE

247 sq. ft. 9 cells i

Load 180-260 Ibs. 25 mph approx

For the bigger guy or gal. Simple safe and responsive.

SPECIAL PRICE £650

- THE MINI FIRECREST
154 sq. ft. 9 cells .
Load 100-190 Ibs. 40 mph approx.
High performance surf the turf (if you must)
~ But when the muck hits the fan or the DZ is small go to
Y2 brakes and tip-toe away.

SPECIAL PRICE £590'

FIRECREST PLUS

194 sq. ft. 27 cells (9 triples)

Load 140-240 Ibs. 40 mph approx.

High performance flat glide & surf the turf or conventional
get in anywhere landings.

SPECIAL PRICE £690
10 POINT CHARTER SUMMERSALE
For your security & satlsfaction we aﬁsr on all our parachutes: 1. Genuline Racer with lnvader 370 R {12 months old) & Firelight mainty bluss, 200 jumps.
1. Guar for 12 months ag all but eccidentsl d Exceptiansl, liks new coodition £750
2. I you don’t llke It you can have your money back. 2, Zubx bhue & red with Swift & Sliver Hawk biue/red/pale blullwllow csils. Main only 10
3. Every parachute of our sfacture s sest ji d for confarmity & your ssfety In its 200 jumps. S condition £1080 }
related equipment. 3. Zm red/yellaw with Phantom 28 & Esgle mainly red. Ex-d SOWor. | A

4. All canoples arehotknife cut with cross portvents.| Fotyourlmrlty&mm integrity.

S. All fabrics tepes & fines are the finest avallable & approved by either MOD, CAA or FAA.
Then they are tested.

8. Spanwlise consiucted with direct line ettachment for the ultimete strength & durabiilty,
with small pack volumes & staticl line deplayment designed In.

7. Alitype ing prior to o a I simllar to TSO 23C with more sccent on senminal
8. Suspension lines and links are salected for satety & efficiency with 6dlifierent
types.per y. Vadrag lonal. ¥ drag microline. i
9 Nodinttop lkln construction with drop seams, tifangulated, Load support & area tosd
dispersal for flight efficiancy & strength, i
10. Collapsable sikiers sized %o sult each pening req

11. Wa alweys Includa tha extra 10%.
All canoples may be used as mains or reservas but whan bullt as ressrves are slightly
different for quicker openings.

4 lewox hmk/dnrlrodwim leather trim. Golden Elﬂlo main biue/yeflow/red & golden
eegle reserve. Demonstrator 8 jumps £1500.

$. Citpper blus/pink/purple 200 jumps. £400. With new pink & purple teardrop & used.
Inveder 370R £1000, With new GQ 175 Square raserve £1200.

8. New Teardrop black/sliver. Minl Airecrest bisck/blus/turquolse & GQ 178 reserve, und s
times £1290. With used Inveder E370R £1190.

7. New chaser black with centre stripes. thtomZﬁuod&nowS!MrMM(mmMcol
our} £1050. With GQ 175 reserve £1250.

All makes of equipment supplied or fixed. Your satlsfactlon is or desire. Packaging a speclallty
Ring Richard on (0254) 247964 or write to: North West Parachute Company

The Lott, 38 Rogersfield

Langho, Nr Blackburn

Lancashire



'WHATS HAPPENING DUDE?

club cormer 2

/ I Viis year Langar is really making a bid to be seen as one of Britain’s

more active skydiving centres. As well as the normal student and

experienced scene, they will be hosting two ma jor events that are a first
for our island. The British Open Freestyle Competition and Alexis Perry's
Boogie Schaol.

The world freestyle competition that was held in Texas last year,
generated limited interest until the video of the event was screcncd
during the weekend of the AGM. It was plain (o see that seme, if not
most, were impressed by the performances of Lukas Knutsson, who
won the mens gold with a very tily and auractive routine and Jeft
Lewis, who put a lot of time in and was awarded with third place and
bronze. The women were excellent and generally outshone the men. If
you saw the videos in Leicester or you can do a bit of freestyle then this
1s for you.

BRITISH OPEN FREESTYLE COMPETITION
Saturday 25th May 1991

The first day of” the competition will be dedicated to helping those who
have decided to enter. There will be an opportunity to have a more
experienced freestylist help you with your positions, transitions and
routines. If you are a team with your own vidcoman then this is the
way to go but there will be vidco mcn standing by to join you on as
many practice jumps as you want.

There will be an opportunity to debrief with Jeff Lewis and other
experienced freestylists, t® help you put together the routine that could
win.

Don’t be afraid to enter! The standard of freestyle in thc UK is not as
high as you might think, so if you can put together a short routine and

look good throughout, you will stand a chancc.
Sunday 26th May 1991

On Sunday the competition starts and at the time you decide to make
the competition jump you must Ict onc of the designated judges know
of your intentions. Give thc judgc your name, the name of your
cameraman and the lift number and away you go. The videoman must
forward the tape of your jump to the judges directly after landing
otherwise the jump will be null and void.

Each competitor must have completed a video and forwarded it (o the
judges by the end of the day. The judging will bc done as soon as all
competitors have made their jumps. As always the judges decision will
be final and as soon as a decision has been made there will be a prize
giving and video viewing in the bar room.

Menday 27th May 1991

The last day of the bank holiday will be treated as a wash-up for all
those involved. You will havc thc opportunity to try out those
manoeuvres you have seen for the first time as well as putting right that
mistake that cost you the competition!

You will be able to transfer the videos onto your ewn master tape for
futurc rcference and there will be a special seminar for those involved
with the difficulties of videoing the freestylists where some of the
secret stuff is bound to come out!

The large Aircraft Boogie at Langar every ycar attracts hundreds of
people. It was organiscd by Dave Hickling initially to give him a
chance of making more skydives than anyone else in a day. The boogie
has always been popular and this year should prove even more so.

LLANGAR LARGE AIRCRAFT BOOGIE 1991
29th June - 10th July
. Fun Jumps 11th July -14th July
2 Organiscd Jumps
L Fun Jumps 1 1th July
. 40 Way Speed Practise 12,13,14 th July
. 4() Way Speed and Sequential Competition

COSTS

Registration: £1(} per weekend or £25 forthe £16 days covers the use of Boogic
School. Yeu will be given a "Goggle Box’ and there will be music day and
night. Jump Fees: £13 for 13,000 ft. Boogic School: A charge of £2 (max £2.50)
over jump fees to cover video and organiser debriefs from Alexis or Jerome.

FACILITIES

Canteen: Open the wholc time.
Bar: Open aflter the last lift each day until latc.

Barbecues: Every Saturday. Entertainment: 29th Junc Tony's langar Leper
BDisco. 6th July Keel’s Worldwide disco. 13th July The Motivators rock band.
Plus: Sterco CD music throughout the day. Cabarets, Seminars, Videos and
surprises,

Camping: Free. Extra shower and toilet facilities will be added to the four loos
and two showers on site.

BOOGIE SCHOOL

29th June to 14th July

In 199@ we saw the arrival of Boogie School. Alcxis Perry and Jerome
Bunker formed the school, following thc incrcasing success of boogies
and the obvious problems involved if you are unknown and trying to
get involved. The school toured Europe throughout 1990 operating at
various venues and generally improving the European standard of
skydiving.

If you are a seasoned skydiver, used to tripping around thc world
attending various boogies or just starting to enjoy relative work the
Boogie School is for you. From 29th June to 18th July you can benefit
from the expert instruction available. A structured systcm of
organisation will bc uscd to progress the individual at their own pace,
until you arc making thc kind of skydives we all dream aboul.

Alexis Perry , resting after a hard nights debriefing

The goals of the Boogic School arc to:

£ preparc rclative workers for larger formations; exits, approaches,
ptacement, docking, flying the fonmation, scparation and opening.

L enhance the RW skills of those who are ready for larger formation
scquences; mass exits, flying in a sector, piece {lying. [ine tuning of speed
& precision and getting acquainted with drecam type sequences.

. expand the circlc of known skydivers that are capable of the Lype of jumps
we all like to do and get your face known by thc organiscrs.

' discuss the theory and techniquees involved with various typcs of’
formation, from exits to separation and to offer a thorough debrief, with
use of video, to all involvcd.

FORTY WAY COMPETITION

@®n the Thursday 11th July thcrc will be a practice day for those who
intend to enter the forty way competition, which slarts on Friday 12th
July and finishes en Sunday 14th July. It will consist of six rounds,
three speed and three sequential from the two Skyvans. Thc cxit height
will be thirteen thousand feet and it will be judged using air-to-air video
cameramen.

There are already three teams from Europe registcred and we are
expecting more. If you intend to take part in the Boogie School and
would also like to be part of a forty way team, the organisers will be
recommending thosc who prove their ability and are capable of
jumping a tcam on the day. This event is already being treated as the
main European event of the year. We are expccting a high number of
people to attend, from all over Europc and a lot of interest from the
media. Pave Morris



Hey

Our CENTRO dc PARACAIDISMO COSTA BRAVA is your habitai. We
cater to your species’ needs and desires by offering you.

— BLUE SKIES and MEDITERRANEAN SUN.

— TURBINE A/C (Pilatus

Olympic Portcr and others).

— MODERN, LUXURIOUS FACILITIES (bar, cantcen, shop, dormitories.

showers. toilcttcs).

— LOAD ORGANIZERS/RW INSTRUCTORS/COACHES (top-rated
professionals helping you to gect more out of your skydives).

— AIR-to-AIR and GROUND-to-AIR VIDEO SYSTEMS, VIEWING
ROOMS (the “EYE IN THE SKY” that will makec your debriefings easy).

LOW DIVE RATES (discounts for “FREOQUENT FLYERS" and for

TEAMS).
— ALTERNATIVE SPOR
waterskiing).

TS (mountain bike, rafting, sailing, surfing,

~ FUN (the @XO & is a PARTY ANIMAL after all).

SPECIAL EVENTS ’91

March, 29 - April 7
April 28 - May 11
June 2- June 15
June 16 - Junc 29
June 30 - July 13
July 14 - August 17
BOOGIE

PARAPASCUA 91 * EASTER BOOGIE
RW TRAINING CAMP * INTERMEDIATES
RW TRAINING CAMP * BEGINNERS

RW TRAINING CAMP * BEGINNERS

RW TRAINING CAMP * INTERMEDIATES
VAMOS A LA PLAYA * SUMMER

Send for our free information/registration package!

CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO

COSTA BRAVA

Apartado de Correops, 194, 17486 Ampuriabrava, Gerona. Fspana

Tel. +

34724501 11 - Fax +34 724507 49

Pete Allum and Kevin McCarthy

are moving from Slipstream Adventures
to Peterborough Parachute Centre,
sefting up a new Accelerated Free-Fall
school, using Sibsons excellent aircraft,
facilities and unlimited altitude.

Operations start January 1991.
Also RW/AFF trips to Gap (S. France).

Telephone: 0832 280055




| ECall or write for our Brochure and Stock List

THE

{LTd

PURYEYORS OF THE FINEST PARACHUTING EQUIPMENT

The Airfield, Headcorn,Kent TN27 9HX

FSY Tel: 0622 890 967 Fax: 0622 891 236

NEED NEW GEAR ? OR LOOKING FOR ADVICE ON YOUR

FIRST SET OF KIT ?

Then swoop down to Headcorn and find Rob Colpus or Sarah Brearley at the KIT STORE

wWe aim to help

you select the

kit thats rignt

for you and

your Bank

balance.

Our advice is

based on 16 yrs

of experience, not only as
Dealers, but as Jumpers,
instructors and
Competitors.

We're on a Major
Drop Zone, so you
can jump our
Islander

and try your new

Kit straight away.

NEW and in STOCK
The HOT new con-
cept in Ram-Airs

WE -
PD
PISA
NATIONAL
PRECISION
GLIDEPATH
PARACHUTES DE FRANCE
THOMAS SPORTS
SYMBIOSIS SUITS
SUNSHINE FACTORY
And others

DID YOU ?

You could have a
SWIFT Square Reserve
for just over £400.

We have a large stock
of Canopies, Rigs and
accessories on our
shelves at the "STORE"




— AIDS
BLOOD
AND
BOOGIES

Are you sitting comfortably? Then I'll begin....

Imagine. You've been waiting for almost a year, and now at last
you’re there. Originally, it was the East Coast of Africa...then it was
Thailand....and now....well, somewhere exotic. Sun, sea and soaring
temperatures are having a magical effect. This has to be the best
boogie ever. Nothing can spoil it.

And now, you’ve just finished that eight-way. You track off, and a
moment or two later you're under canopy. At 50 feet, you can almost
taste the first cool beer of the evening. Blue sea, blue skies
and...BLOODY HELL! BLUE TRACK! and the Idiot is heading straight
for you....

On the ground, everyone is making a real fuss. You feel fine, but 90ur
leg doesn't half hurt. More than anything, your just glad to be alive.

By the time you reach the hospital, you're feeling alot worse. Sweaty.
Cold. A little sick. The doctor doesn’t speak very good English. Yes,
you’ll walk again. Yes, you have broken your thigh bone quite badly.
Well, maybe you’ll get away without an operation here.....lets just see
how you are after your transfusion....

...And now a wave of fear rushes in on you. You might die for lack of
the transfusion, but you suddenly remember some facts from a
recent article In “S.P.":

1. Many places in the world have a very large population of AIDS
carriers of patients. In some areas, 20% of the population is affected.

2. Many countries don‘t screen blood donations for the AIDS virus.

3. In countries with a high incidence of AIDS, a pint of blood may pass
any screening test, but still be carrying the AIDS virus.

4. Up tothe end of December 1990, 37 people in the UK had developed
AIDS after receiving blood/tissue abroad. 23 had died.

....A few months later and you've made it back to England. Your leg
has never really got back to normal, and the specialist says that you
need an operation. Six weeks later, the hospital writes to you and
gives you a date on which to be admitted to hospital. You ciear your
diary, cancel appointments, and arrange three weeks off work. They
put you in a bed and examine you, take blood tests, do x-rays, starve
you from midnight, give you an injection. Just when you're in a
dreamy and relaxed state, they wake you up. They’re sorry, but
they’ve had to cancel your operation. They feel really bad about it, but
there just wasn’t any blood available in the labs. Without that, you
see, they couldn’t safely proceed. Theywill tryto getyou backin again
assoon as possible...

A couple of years later, and you’'ve been off colour for quite a while.
A thousand-and-one tests later, and the hospital consultantsits you
down and quietly tells you thatyou are HIV positive. You are carrying
the AIDS virus. It was probably that transfusion you had in 1991 at the
Where-do-you-call-it-Boogie...Perhaps he should have a word with
your partner? They really ought to test her/him, you see...just in
case...

OK. You can come back toreality now. Go and make yourself acup of
tea to calm your nerves. While you're at it, find yourself a bucket of
sand, because in a minute you may need it.

Now it’s daclslon time. Either bury your head in your bucket, or read
on and TAKE ACTION.

After discussion with the director of the National Blood Transfusion
service, we advise you to take the following action if you are consider-
ing going to a foreign boogie in the future:

SPORT PARACH UTIST IS
FIRST find out who else is going to the boogie. Contact your friends.
Write to the organisers. Get a list of names. THEN ring 081-200-1000
(if you live in the South of England) or 0800-300-333 (if you live in the
North of England).

These are the numbers for the National Blood Transfusion Service,
and they will tell you where the nearest Transfusion Centre is, and
when it is open.

NOW you should go along to the Centre. They will answer any
questions you may have, give you a questionnaire to fill in, and do
some simple blood tests. If you are still happy, you can then give a
unit of blood. in return, they will give you a card telling you your blood
group.

FINALLY make a list (or get the organisers to do it) of the names of
those going to the boogie, and their blood groups.

If crisis strikes at the boogie, you will know your blood group, and can
call on others with the same group to come to hospital with you. You
might ask them to donate the odd unit, which the hospital can then
test against your blood for compatibility. Most people would rather
receive a transfusion from someone they know under such
circumstances.

Remember, though, that the donor’s blood will last have been tested
for AIDS when he gave blood to the UK Transfusion service. You will
need to rely on the fact that he has notput himself atrisk of catching
AIDS recently.

In particular, he should NOT give blood if:

(i) Heis ill, or on regular medications:

(ii) He has had homosexual intercourse since 1977:

(iii)He/she has had intravenous drugs since 1977:

(iv) He/she has had any sexual contact in Africa since 1977 (barring the
mediterranean):

(v) He/she has had any sexual contact with a prostitute since 1977:
(vi) He/she has had contact with the sexual partner of anyone in
groups (ii)-(v) above:

(vii) He/she has had any sexual contact with a haemophiliac:

(viii) He/she has had a polio, yellow fever vaccination within the past
3 weeks, Tetanus jab within 4 weeks, Hepatitis B globulin within 9
weeks, a transfusion within 6 months, a dental operation within 3
months, or ears pierced or electrolysis within 6 months.

BEING A BLOOD DONOR

In fact, you reaily shouldn’t just abuse the transfusion service
in order to find out your blood group.

Why not become a regular blood donor?

The information below may help you to decide:

Q. Why should I give blood?

A. Look uponthe blood bank as justthata bank. Make regular
deposits. Inthat way, there will be enough invested for you to
make an emergency withdrawal should you need to. Being
young and fit, you are in fact the ideal donor.

Secondly, like it or not, you are more at risk than a chess
player of needing a transfusion in the UK. Even fixing that
troublesome ankle injury will require there to be blood
available at your hospital.

Q. Canlgive blood?

A. Almostcertainly, yes. Solong as you are fit and healthy and
in the age group 18-65 you are a potential donor. When you
attend, an examination, questionnaire, and blocod tests will
determine if it is safe foryou togive blood.

Q. Does it hurt?
A. No. Not really.

Q. How much do they take?
A. 450 mis. That's about the volume of a can of beer. Not
much, really, itis?

Q. Can | get AIDS from giving blood?
A. No. There is absolutely no risk of this at all.

Q. How often can | gfve blood?

A. Normally, mostdonors give blood twice a year. However,
you can donate every 16 weeks, with your doctors permis-
sion.

Q. How soon after giving blood can | go skydiving? |
A. Intheory, you should be abls to go to 12500 feet safely 24

hours later. |n practice. the RAFwon’tlet flight crews go up for

7 days. If you gave blood on a Monday after work {or before

work, it won't leave you feeling unwell), you should be safe to

jump at the weekend.

Q. How do | arrange to give blood?
A. Call 081-200-1000 (Southern England) or 0800-300-333
(Northern England).

So there is no excuse
Pick up that ‘phone and DIAL




VIDEO REVIEW (o.s)

TRAVELLING - Radical Skydive

Zis is a French video. My lack of fluency in the
language combined with the dodgy quality of
the sound on myantique VCR, means thatI got
very little from the commentary. 1 don’t think
this makes much difference though, whatlittle
I did pick up was fairly inconsequential stuff.

The video consists of three short films. Le first
petit sequence is entitled ‘Les Charmes du
Vents’ which means the Joys of the Wind (don’t
quote me on that, it could easily mean the Fun
of Farting), and is about the Frenchall female 4-

The third film entitled EXCALIBAIR is of the
French World Champion 4-way team. I never
tire of watching these men in action but I did
have to question the point of packaging this
brief bit of footage (a few skydives and some
shots of the 1990 World Championships in
Spain) with the rest.

In fact I'm not quite sure what the point of
releasing this video was. None of the films is
substantial enough to stand alone and they do
not fit together. My suspicision is that some-
one, quite rightly, decided that the freestyle

RW COACH

WARP

EVALUATION

way team, who used to be sponsored by Coca
Cola I believe. So what, you may say, and so did
I. There’ssome RW, afew interesting close ups
and an elegant slow motion exit shot or two but
generally it was run of the mill footage.

The next clip is called LEVITATION, and must
be the video’s raison d’etre. 1t features Bruno
Gouvy and Patrick de Gayardon (sponsored by
Marlboro), filmed by Patrick Passe. These two
guys do some very nifty freestyle RW. In one
sequence they exit tied together by their
sandats and proceed to doa two-man version of
alayout. There is much light hearted frolicking:
this approach is more for fun and amusement
than the tight discipline and aesthetics of the
‘aerial ballet’ that we tend to see more of. The
bac ing track was about cars, and there were
some racing car sound effects - well, no doubt
Marlboro have hours of Formula One ‘vroom’
type noises on tape which they feel they ought
to use.

sequences would godown well, but didn’t have
enough footage for a decent length film and so
added on the extras to pad it out.

Verdict: Well, if you're not strapped for cash,
the freestyle sequence may justify the purch-
ase,

SUBSCRIBE TO:
[ ] [ ] .
Skydiving
PARACHUTING’S NEWSMAGAZINE

The international newsmagazine of sport
parachuting. Read about the equipment,
techniques, events, people and places of skydiv-
ing. Free sample copy. Foreign rates: 12 issues:
US$156 (surface madil), $44 (air mail). Pay by In-
ternational money order, U.8. currency, Visa,
MasterCard, AmEx. Satisfaction guaranteed or
money back. Order today:

Dept. E ¢ P.O. Box 1820
DeLand, FL USA 32721

COURSE

22/23 JUNE

For more details
Telephone: 0993 842540

KE

WARDSPORTS TRAINING VIDEOS

Following in the steps of 'Coaching the
WARP System’ and 'Teach Yourself Skydiving’
we now present:

RELATIVE
WORK

oTHE BASICSe

USING THE WARP SYSTEM
Combining all the features of the previous two tapes plus a few new
ones, this tape is an absolute must for RW students and coaches alike.

New features include a visual in-frame timer and a FREE aide-memoire
booklet. Timings are clearly marked in the booklet for fast and easy
access to any part of the video programme.

The WARP system is a proven method of Relative Work learning. It
consists of ten levels of continuation training following AFF or the
standard student system.

World champion and skydiving coach Guy Manos, along with Norman
Kent, have teamed up to design and film a programme of instructional
dives to help you bridge the gap between AFF graduation and state-of-
the-art sequential relative work.

The concise presentation by coach Guy Manos makes even
complicated topics easy to understand.

Norman Kent'’s sparkling photography will rivet you to the screen while
you learn techniques used by skydivers with thousands of jumps.

FREE - Edited footage of hot skydives set to music
- An introduction to Professor Ray Bright's "Bioflight"

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS ORDER FORM *

Have you ordered from Sward Sports before  [] Yes [] No
Coming soon in French, German and other languages. Also available Name.
in the USA (NTSC format). Address:
[J RELATIVE WORK "THE BASICS" ........ £29.95 . T
D KINESTHESIA —-..i.iiopil i 800 o L s £29.95 I enclose a cheque or please debit my Access/Visa/Mastercard Account No
(] BOTH VIDEOS ...... .. L T e £54.95 Lol el ey - 1 TR T.] ]
Expiry Date: Signature:
A 25 Hook Cottage, Hook, Fost & Packing UK | BFPGE | Oueide Gooos [ E
Swindon, Wilts. SN4 8EA UK . il Sl ==
Tel: 0793 854301 Fax: 0793 852452 Orders 2001 ca000 | e200 | amo | s o [F
9 Orders over £50,00 £3.60 £4.00 £1000

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME =

* Remember we always sand a reptacement ord er form




BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION

AFFILIATED AND ASSOCIATED CLUBS AND
CENTRES

Badminton Parachute Club

Contact J Davis
Badminton
Avon

Tel:045 421 486

Black Knights Parachute Centre
Weekend centre, first jump SL courses, radios and aeronicals.
Tandem courses. SL and FF progression to category 10. RW
and CRW instruction. Cessna 105 (in-flight door). SL and FF
kit hire. Accuracy pit, canteen, washing and toilet facilities.
Camping and caravans on D2. B&B iocal.

Contact: Bob Par y

Patty's Farm

Hilliam Lane

Cockerham Nr. Lancaster

Tel: weekend 0524 791820

(midweek)051 924 5560

Border Parachute Centre

On Northumbrian coast (area of outstanding natural beauty)
ideal for combining a family holiday. Cessna 205 with in-flight
door. Visitors most weicome. No membership fees, no hire
charges (even for squares). Canteen on DZ, bar, restaurant
and great accommodation at centre, 3 miles. Open weekends,
occasional Wednesdays (BST) and all last week in May.
Border Parachute Centre

Dunstanburgh House

Embleton

Northumberland NE66 3XF

Tel:Embleton (0665 76)588

British Parachute School

Laige airfield only used for parachuting, with unlimited aftitude.
Open every day. Visitors welcome. Static line Round and
Square courses, AFF, Tandem and WARP. Progression
encouraged. Cessna 206 and Islander

British Parachute School

The Control Tower

Langar Alrfield

Langar

Nottingham

Tel/Fax:0949 60878

Cornwall Parachute Centre

Is about people enjoying themselves, safely. The finest
equipment, good food and friendly staff. C182, Video,
Tandem, Static Line Square. WARP. Unrestricted altitude. All
types of accommodation available, Open Wednesday through
Sundays. Please contact secretary, Linda Ruth Grant
Cornwall parachute Centre

Frans Ranch

Old Naval Airfield

St Me ryn Cornwail

Tel:0841 540691

Dunkeswell International
Skydiving Centre

Friendly, full time, with basic courses and tandem jumping
available all year round. Student progression, RW and CRW
instruction, accuracy pit. Swudent and ram air kit available.
Overnight accommodation, Cessna 206. Non members
welcome.

DISC

Dunkeswell Alrtleld

Nr. Honlton

Devon
Tel:0404 891350

Doncaster Parachute Club

The new skydiving centre of the north. Open Fri, Sat, Sun &
Bank Holidays - other weekdays by arrangement. 1st jump
static line courses, tandem jumps, excellent student
progression - WARP, RW, CRW and AFF ins¥uction by
competent instructors. Radio helmets, AADs, Accuracy Pit,
student and experienced kit hire. Cafe, toilet and shower
tacilities, accommodation, caravans and camping. Bar on
airfield. C206, Cherokee6 and Piper Lance. Competitive
jump prices everyone wetcome.

Doncaster Parachute Ciub

Doncaster Alrfleld

Doncaster

South Yorks

Tel: Weekends 0302 532922

Tel: Midweek 0532 505600

Eaglescott Parachute Centre

Open every weekend and also weekdays by arrangement.
Friendly small club atmosphere with emphasis on safety. Ali
students equipped with AADs, helmet radios and GQ
Aeroconicals. RW, CRW, Style and Accuracy pri. Tent and
caravans on the D2. Local B&B. If it is windy, you can always
gosurfing!

Dave Tylcoat

Eaglescott Parachute Centre

e « Alrfleld

i B

v 1

Devon EX18 7PH

Tel: 07693 552/0392 75222

Fife Parachute Centre

Full time 12-7 from Wednesday to Friday, 9.30-7 Sat and
Sunday. 1st Jump courses, progression jumps, Tandem, RW
(WARP system), CRW. Facilities include canteen, bunk beds,
camping, Islander. B&B locally. DZ visitors welcome.

Fife Parachute Centre

Errol Airfield

Grange

Perthshire PH2 778

Tel: 0821 2673

Flying Tigers Skydiving Centre

No round Parachute Courses!

Our 5th year of RAPS training & 2nd year as the only All
RAPS centre in the countty. Join us down on the sunny south
coast. We specialise in student square progression, midwesek
courses available. Private, large, hazard free oft-airfield D2
with pit.

Tandem, AFF, WARP, CRW & AW coaching.

Expen'enced jumpers & team training welcome. Istander & 206
aircraft.

Flylng Tigers Skydiving Centre

Goodwood Airfield

Nr Chichester

West Sussex PO18 0PH

Tel: Kevin Mcliwee 0243 533444

Halfpenny Green Skydiving Centre
A lively friendly centre geared towards progression. RW &
CRW instruction. First jump training on both Round and
Square Canopies also Tandem and AFF instruction, Islander
aircraft with in-flight doors, and Helicopter. Unrestricted
altitude, accuracy pit. Bunkhouse, showers, food and bar on
airfield. Camping and caravan site next door. Open weekends
and mid-week in summer.

The Airfleld
Bobbington

Nr Stourbridge
West Midlands
Tel:038 488 293

Headcorn Parachute Centre

Fulltime,9 to dusk, very actve midweek. All levels of
instruction' progression. Tandem, AFF, RAPS, Rounds,
WARP, Accuracy. Two Islanders - Twin Otter most weekends.
Free accommodation. Cafeteria run by skydivers, parachute
club shop on site. Competitions, lots of fun, everyone
welcome.

Headcorn Alrfleld

Headcorn

Kent TN27 9HX

Tel 0622890 862

Ipswich Parachute Centre
Open 6 days a week (closed Tuesdays). Islander and
Cherokee VI permanently available. Student, RW and CRW
instruction by full time staff. Accuracy pit, excellent rigging
tacilty. Food, accommodation, camping and bar on drop zone.
Ipswich Parachute Centre
Ipswich Alrport
Nacton Road
Ipswich

uffolk IP3 9QF
Tel: 0473 710044

London Parachute School

Weekend club: beginners courses and progression training.
Famland DZ. B&B available locally. Aeroconicals, radios,
boow and helmet loaned free. Al welcome at smalt but
friendly club. Please telephone beforehand for weekend
activity.

London Parachute School

P.O. Box 18

Goring on Thames

Reading RG8 9EW

Tel: 0249 651909 DZ

(Weekends) 0860 559112

London Skydiving Centre

1st jump Courses. S/L round and square. AFF, Tandem.
Experienced WARP Instructors Load organising. Full time
centre, Skyliner and Cessnas. New clubhouse with showers,
accommodation, cafeteria & bar. Kit hire, camping. Easily
accessible from London and the Midlands. 5§ miles from M1
(Junction 13 or 14 ). Very friendly club.

London Skydiving Centre

Cranfleld Alrport,

Cranfleld

Bedford MK3 OAP

Tel: 0234 751866

Merlin Parachute Club

Open every weekend and bank holiday. Beginners courses,
excellent student progression. student radios, AADs, boote
and helmet, Tandem, WARP, RW/CRW instruction and airto
air video available. Purpose built training areas, toilet and
canteen faciltties, accuracy pit and Islander aircraft. Friendly
atmosphere, non members made very welcome. B&B and free
camping off site.

Merlin Parachute Club

Topcliffe, Near Thirsk

No th Yorkshire

Tel: weekends 0748 832521 ext 5367

Tel: weekdays 0904 645488

‘Midland Parachute Centre

Skydive MPC. Great weekend club. Islander, free kit hire,
video and tandem plus S/L and progression R/W jumping.
Bunkhouse and showers, bar ard cafe on aitfield. All
welcome. Cheapest jump prices in the Country.

Midland Parachute Centre

Long Marston Al fleld

Stratford-Upon-Avon

Warks

Tel:0789 297959

North West Parachute Centre

in tabulous lakeland scenety. RW, CRW, WARP, KitHire, BN
Islander bunk house, showers etc. Camping on airfield,
visitors welcome open weokends and bank holidaye mostly.

North West Parachute Centre
Cark Alifleld

Flookburgh

Nr Grange-Over-Sands
Cumbria

Tel: Alrfield 05395 58672/58555
Tel: Weekdays 0772 720848

Oxon & Northants Parachute

Centre

Situated off A422 between Banbury and Brackley. Open
evety weekend, midweek evenings during BST months.
Beginners S/L courses, radios, freefall progression, kit hire.
Cessna 180 (infight door) always available. Frendly
atmosphere, visitors very welcome, no membership fee.
Oxon & No thants Parachute Centre
Hinton-in-the-hedges Alrfleld

Steane, Nr Brackley

Northants

Contact:Mike Bolton

85 Oak Park Road

Wordsley, ridge

W.Midlands DY8 $Y

Tel:0384 393373



Peterborough Parachute Centre
Tuesday to Sunday from 0800hr. Skyvan and C206. AFF,
WARP, Tandem. Bunkhouse accommodation, free camping,
bar, food.
UNRESTRICTED ALTITUDE. Twenty years unrivalled
experience.

_ 1+ Parachute Centre
Slbson *
Wansford

Tel:Elton’ 280490

Peterlee

Shotton colliery airtield, 2 miles west of Peterlee Flyover
intersection. Open daily upto 8.30pm.

Beginners, Tandem, WARP, CRW, canteen, toilets and indoor
packing facilities.

Shotton Colllery Airfield

Peterlee

Co. Durham.

Tek .. ;5171234

(091*

Scottish Parachute Club

Over thirty years of skydiving in Scotland. Open weekends
and Friday evenings. C206/207. WARP, RW, CRW, Style,
Accuracy (pit and electronic pad), Air-Air video. Canteen,
lounge, video room, shop. Excellent student progression,
radios, free kit hire. Good camping/B&B nearby.

Scottish Parachute Club

Strathallan Alrfield

Nr Auchterarder, Perthshire

Perthshire PH3 1LA

Tel: 0764 62572 (weekends)

The Sport Parachute Centre

Young progressive centre, operated by Skydivers for
Skydivers. Student and RW. Progression, AFF, Tandem,
RAPS, courses. Weekend and midweek evenings at present.
Aircraft - C182 with others on occasional call. New club
building, unrestricted attitude. Canteen and accommodation
available.

The Spo t Parachute Centre

Tilstock Airtield

Whitchurch

Shropshire

Tel:0948 841111

Swansea Parachute Club

Everyone welcome. Open Wednesdays through till Sundays
08.30 - last light. Exception Thursdays 4.00pm - last light. S/L
square courses, AADs, radios, AFF, WARP, Air to Air video,
Tandem, licensed cafeteria, toilets, camping and caravans.
C207, unrestricted altitude. Holiday area.

Swansea Parachute Club

Swansea Airport,

Fairwood Common,

Swansea

West Glamorgan

Tel: 0792 296464

Wild Geese Centre-

New High Tech Training Area

Open 7 days a week. NITB approved, with accommodation for
42, hot showers , full catering. Camping welcome. Daily
student courses -full indoor training - training to Cat 10, RW, &
CRW instruction and nightjumping. S/L Square courses, AFF,
Tandem jumping, and Display Team. Kit Hire, AADs, radios,
Air to Air video and a large accuracy pit with competition pad.
Cessna 206 and Pilatus Porter PC6 B2H4

Wild Geese Skydiving Centre

Movenis Aitfield

116 Carrowreagh Road

Garvagh, Coleraine

Co. Londonder y, N.Ireland

Tel DZ: 0265 58609/57050

Dave Penny: 0265 58002

OTHER ORGANISATIONS ASSOCIATED TO THE BPA

The Free Fall Company

Peter Alilum and Kevin McCarthy are moving from Slipstream
Adventures to Peterborough Centre, setting up a new
Accelerated Free-Fall school, using Sibsons excellent aircratft,
tacilties and unlimited altitude. Also RW/AFF frips to Gap
(SFrance).

The Free Fall Company

Sibson Airfield,

Wansford

Cambs. ¥  T6NE
Tel:0832 280055

Scottish Sport Parachute
Association

Dedicated tothe promotion and deveiopment of parachuting in
Scotland. Services provided include equipment grants {Fan
Trainers, Parachutes, Aircraft, Accuracy Pit, etc), sponsorhip
of the Scottish National Championships and other
competitions, provision of the only student progression,
WARP, and CRW training subsidy system in the world; Rigger
and instructors training grants and much much more.

Mike Strachan (Secretary)

47 Great Southern Road,

Aberdeen, Scotland.

Slipstream Adventures

With 4 fulitime AFF instructors and 6 AFF rigs at our disposal,
Slipstream offers you outstanding instruction. We operate full
time with the use of all- Headcorn's facilities. We also offer
RW/AFF Courses at Avignon in the South of France.
Slipstream Adventures

The Ai field,

Headcorn

Kent TN27 9HX

Tel:0622 890641/890862

POPS UK

Hon Tres/Sec Michael Allum
64 Ardleigh Cou t

Hutton Road

Shenfleld

Essex

Tel: 0277 219717

East Coast Parachute Centre
Currently sharing facilities with the London Parachute Schooi
at Lewknor Drop Zone. i

8 Burns Cresent

Chelmsford

Essex CM2 OTS

Tel:0245 268772

British Collegiate Parachute
Association

Bath University

Exeter University
Lancashire Polytechnic
Leicester University
Manchester University
Newcastle Polytechnic
Nottingham Polytechnic
Portsmouth Polytechnic
Southampton University
South Bank Polytechnic
Surrey University

Lancashire Polytechnic Skydiving Club
Lancashire Polytechnic Student Union
Fylde Road

Preston

Lancashire PR1 2TQ

Graham Mcleod BCPA chairman 1990
Douglas Naismith BCPA secretary 1990

OTHER AFFILIATED CLUBS/CENTRES

Army Parachute Assoc.
The Commandant, JSSPC
Airtield Camp,

Netheravon, Salisbury

Wiits. SP4 9SF

Tel: Bulford Camp 0980 33371
ext: (Commandant) 8245
(Chlef Instructor) 8229

(Staff) 8277

RAFSPA

Weston-on-the-Green
Nr Blcester

Oxon
Tel:086 989 343

The Red Devils

Queen’s Parade

Aldershot

Hants

Tel:0252 24431 ext 4600/4699
Contact: Red Devlls
Browning Barracks
Aldershot

Hants.

RN & RM SPA

Dunkeswell Airfleld
Dunkeswell
Honiton

Devon
Tel: 0404 891697/891716

Northern Ireland Services Free
Fall Club

John Boardman

N.I.S.F.F.C.

Shackleton Barracks

B.F.P.O. 802

Tel:Civil 0504 49972

Military: Limavady 36472

Silver Stars Parachute Team

RCT Parachute Club

Azimghur Barracks

Colerne

Chippenham

Wiits. SN14 8QY

Tel: 0225 743585/743240 ext 5265

Cyprus Combined Services
Parachute Club (CCSPC)
CJSATC Pergamos Camp, B.F.P.O. 58
Tel: from UK

010 357 47 44337 (Office)

010 357 47 44245 (D.2)

Contact: Club CCI

Joint Services Parachute Centre
Hong Kong

Borneo Lines, BFPO 1

Tel: 0-483 7221

RAPA JSPC(L)

Blelefelderstr. Normandy, Kaserne
4791 Sennelager

Tel: 010 495 254 822378

JSPC(L), STC, Sennelager BFPO 16.



CLASSIFIED ADS

Complete system ready to jump. Pegasus main (150 jumps), eserve IV /

never used) acid tested. Chaser system. Colour, red & white. Price includes;
Al II, kit bag, jumpsuit, helm 1, goggles and gloves. Early sale required
hance £900 0.v.n.0. Tel: Steve (0602} 721386 (Nottingham) evenings.

IDEAL CRW or second rig. Pegasus main, K20 reserv in blue and white
Rapid Transi. Includes all CRW mods - red lines, cross connectors,
completewith jacknife andfresh repack. £300. Tel:070132330 anytime.

Jump Shack Racar Elite, large hamess, throwaway pilot chute, new Oct
1989. Main canopy Blue Track, BT60 pink, new May 1990. Reservecanopy
Parafiite Swift Plus, new Qct 1839, unused. Allin excellent condition, ready
tojump. Prica £1,196. Contact .lohn lines 0480 660238 0r0787 237303 work
or Midiand Parachute Centre, most weekends, 0789 297959,

Ready to jump. Black Talon feq strap TA 30 jumps. Fury black & bl 30
jumps {fiteed for CRW). Square Swift reserve never used (all white). Also
Frap Hat (black], Ditter, Atiand D2 bag. ailfor £1300 o.n.0. Contact Cpi John
Bishop, Golden Lions Freefall Team, Glencorse Bks, Penacoik, Edinburgh.

Leather Chaser in light green. Fury main and unused Phantom 24, Match-
ing jumpsuit & Frap Hat allinv.g.c. hardly used. £800 088362 7225.

Jaguar hamess, navy. Wildfire main, black rainbow. Preserve IV reserve.
1550 0.n.0. Tel: Helen 0743 352520 evenings.

Complete rig readyto jump for sale, only 37 jumps. Main; PD 210 Throwa-
way, darklight blua'white. Reserve; Raven Hunused). Talon container.
Astimaster Il grey/red Air-Care jump suit with grips, Protec, dytter, packing
mat & rig-bag. Thisrigis in outstandingcondition and must be sesn. Would
cost over £1500. Now available for just £1200. Tel: Simon 0793 696650
(day). 0793 783111 (eve & wie)

Skydiving at TALLARD in the South of France, French Alps, ACCOMODA-
TION 4 miles from parachute centre in comfortable “gite riveal'm or chalet
(booking essential). Write to; Alain Bonnardel, SIGOYER, 05130 Tallard,
France or phone from UK 010 3332 579130

WANTED. Early issues of Sport Parachutist. Pre-76 issues required for
good home. The intention isto form a completerefer nc collection. Any
donations grasefully recieved but will pay cash if necessary. Any assistance
in forming collection gratefully recieved. Please call Lynon 0348 841111.
VIDEQS,AS NEW. From Wings Came flight £20. The Right Wally, Wally The
Movie, The Wally Stuff £ 15 each or €60 the lot. Tel: Nick01 224 8585 (day),
01898 1344 {eve). Twickenham.

Maverick Reserve £520. Cricket Reserve £500. GQ 175¢ Reserve £320. Con-
wainer GQ system large, will take Fury size main £150. Allin excellent condi-
tion. GO 5.5M SAC Reserve acktfre £80.GQRaider main 20 jumps £250.
GQunit main, old, best offer. Wanted 252 size container.

Dave Pusey 0252 510678,

Talon Classic container. Comes complete with risers, reserve freebag,
extracdor, main deployment bag, bridle line and pilot chute. Made in black
ParapackBuitt for 252 main, Swift square reserve. Kt is only 12 months
oldf £200 0.n.0. Contect Dav Ballard.on 0980 33371 ext 8277.

VIDEO SYSTEM £1300. Sony Industiial 101 camera with Bmm lens.
PanasonicNV180 lightweight recorder with 2 batteries and recharger.
Dickanson heimet with Newton ringsight, quick release for recorder cable,
intenally mounted parachute with static lin deployment and swivel
mount for still camera,

This is a superb camera system at a bargain price for a serious team or
recreational camera enthusiast. The system has made one jump andisin
cherry condition.

1 COMPLETE RIG, READY TO JUMP. £950. Talon, black with red and whit
closure flashes, white and blueClipper, and Super Reven reserve, and cus-
tom leather hacky handle on throw out depl oymen system. Pratec helmet
£15. Chiis Sanders 08 1882 3297

Complete rig, Cruisairmain Presesve and reservein Chaser container. deal
first kit Tel: 0784 245272, Dav .

Twa rigs for sale. Vector, burgandy and grey with matching Wildfire (300
jumps), Firelite reserve (0jumps). £800. Invader, black andredwith Cruiser-
live {150 jumps), Swift reserve {0 jumps). £500. Both rigsin xceflent condi-
tion.Tet: 0908 584715.

Complete system:- Wonderhogg (biue), Lightweight Cloud 7 cell main, 26
Lopo reserve (excelient condition) never used. £400.
Contact Pater 0792 466 732 {Swansaal.

A reliable complete system ready %0 jump. Pink/Black. Tear Drop. Biand
new. Firelight Sq reserve, never used. Cruisite {throwaway) Blue/Y ellow
mini risers. Excellent condition 150 jumps.

Brian Shepherd 0672 511033 (work) 0225 768143 thome).

Chaser, burgandy with greytrim, Firelit main purple/pink/bive, Preserve [V
reserve, Com piete throwaway system, 300 jumps, £700.

Nicky 0734411272 or MPC, 0769 207958 wie.

Complete rig, Cruiser main Preserve 3 reserve in Chaser container, ideal
first kit. Tel: 0784 245272, Oave.

SST Racer {pullout or throwaway) navy/light blue, Meverick main CRW
modded in blue & yellow & Phavtom 26 reserve, 150jumps. Also jumpsuit,
helmet, rig bag etc.E800 0.n.0. Tel:051 9242324,

Wonderhog container (throwaway), Cruisair main & Lopo 26 resarve. Ideal
firstkit. £200 Tel: 051 924 2324,

Raven 1 main/reserve, unused, yellow with microline, €500 0.n.0. Will take
2024ftround reserve in plexchange. Tel: 0519242324,

Chaser, grey/red trim throwaway. Firelite, white/red & grey trim. Preserve
IV. Tested OK, unused. 10 jumps only. All as new. £600. Also jumpsuits;
Frapp Hat etc. Offers. Tel: Rod 0323 442128.

NORTHERN HANG-GLIDING CENTRE
Flight Training School

Based at Baildon Moor - easily the
UK’s No 1 training site with a wide
choice of slopes for most points of the
compass. We use purpose-builttrain-
ing gliders and the latest radio equip-
ment. Our instructors are friendly,
careful and experienced. We have
safelytaughtover 1,500 people to fly.
| We are proud of the fact that the take
. up rate of the sport among our
. pupils is almost three times the
| national average. More people suc-
- ceed with us. Introductory, EPC and
. post EPC courses are availabie all
. yearround.

NORTHERN PARAGLIDING CENTRE
The fastest growing sport in the UK
paragliding (parapente) givesyouthe
freedom to take to the air when you
like for as long as you wish.
Yourequire propertraining - getting
it wrong could be more serious than
£ falling off your windsurfer! - but

For a brochure on Hang-gliding

YORK,YO45EB TEL 0759 304404
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with our proven training techniques

you could obtain your F1 qualification

in only four days, - or perhaps lessiif |

you are an experienced

parachutist.

sport

Soaring flights of 30 minutes are |

usual and thermalling to cloudbase
and flying many miles cross-country
is being achieved by many pilots. The
Northern Paragliding centre run
courses in the Yorkshire dales on the
best sites in the UK. You can choose
to stay at our comfortable centre if
you wish. We use state-of-the-art
equipment and techniques and stock
a huge range of equipment (new and
used).

If you have ever sat around waiting
for your turn, or thought it was all
over too quickly - perhaps paraglid-
ing is worth a try?

Send forour brochure or give us a call
to find out more about the sport and
our training courses (there are dis-
counts available for club/group book-
ings).

or Paragliding tuition, ring lan or Jackie Currer or write to:
DUNVEGAN LODGE, FRONT ST, BARMBY MOOR,

e e |
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FOR PARA DEMOS AND PARA COMPETITIONS
CONTACT RON GROAT ON

0764 64064 (24Hr)

CESSNA 207 AND BN-2 ISLANDER AVAILABLE
SERVING THE MEMBERSHIP SINCE 1972

Symbiosis Suits stock clearance. In orderto make room for the 91 styles we
are safling off abunch of older stoct suits from €20-£67.50. Dropin and try
them on the D2 at Headcom, or in the new Symbi bus on a DZ near you.
Moreinfo call 0622 B9096).

Vector Tendem 1ig, good condition, reserve unused, £2000. 5 GQ 6m Coni-
calsin One Pin FF containers, £350 each. Contact Canopy (similar to GO

Rayder} complete with bagand slider. £140. Contact Jim Bames
Airfield 091 517 1234, Home 091 386 5315.



British
Parachute
Schools

CHECK THISOUT FOR 1991 --- BRITISHPARACHUTE SCHOOLS --- LANGAR

B BOOGIE SCHOOL - For the first time in the UK, Boogie School comes to
Langer. From 29th June to 14th July the highly successful school will be
happening - Organisers for all levels of experience, air-to-air video and
comprehensive debriefs. There will be limited slots, so register early.

M 40 WAY COMPETITION -- The climax of the Boogie School will be an open 40
way competition, with practice on the 11th July and the competition on 12th, 13th
and 14th July.

@ FREESTYLE COMPETITION - The first British Freestyle Competition,
organised by Jeff Lewis (World Bronze Medallist) for 25th, 26th and 27th May.

B AFF - We now offer the best deal yet. £1150.00 for the eight jump course and
NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR REJUMPS ‘- Any rejump needed will be charged for at
normal slot price, i.e. level 4 £28.00.

B IN-FLIGHT DOOR - COLD FINGERS! - We now boast an approved in-flight
door to take full advantage of the unrestricted altitude over Langar.

B COURSES - We offer all courses. Static line square - Static line round ‘- Tan-
dem Skydives - AFF - WARP.

@ WARP - We have a full compliment of WARP instructors waiting to help you.
Due to our active AFF programme WARP is very important and very active at Lan-
gar.

CHECK OUT LANGAR THIS YEAR - A DROP-ZONE RUN FOR THE JUMPERS BY
JUMPERS.

For more information on courses, competitions and boogies contact:
Dave Hickling 0949 60878 or Dave Morris 0733 266076
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1T WAS REALLY

WHEW ! T DREAmT THAT SPookY / The EmeARRASSING
THE CLUB'S CESSNA HAD THE Pitor CouLD'NT THING WAS THAT
A MiND OF ITs OWN/!/ Make It RESPoND WEe GoT A GooD

To THE DIRECTIONS SeoT Every Time !
T WAS SHouTING.

AFF IN FLORIDA FOR ONLY £1,450

SKYDIVE FLAGLER BEACH NOW OFFERS A TWO WEEK
AFF PACKAGE WHICH INCLUDES:

AFF Courses - all Vil levels (7 jumps)
Return flight
Accommodation (beachside - subject to availability)
Car
Insurance (medical)
Free pick up/drop-off from local airport
Coastal sightseeing flight

Plus many extras. Learn to skydive in sunny Florida. Complete in only a few days, then learnto jumpwith largergroups and improve your
skydiving skills with the experts. Personal tuition/endorsements through to CAT 10 by the staff below.

FLAGLER BEACH, home of ex-world champion Rocky Evans who founded AFF - Home of Mike “Michigan” Sandberg, Freestyle
champion/coach and maker ofthe ultimate jumpsuits - Home of Ritchie “Fang" Fenimore, what more can we add! - Resident “Brit” BPA/
USPA Instructor Robin Read (official translator!), ex Red Devil -- 30 minutes from Daytona Beach.

RW training camps a speciality with the best rates available at the centre where TAG and The Golden Knights trained. Come to Flagler
forthe complete package.

Contacteither Reid Air Inc., PO Box 141, Hereford HR12YW, UK. TeliFax: 0432 266723 or Robin Read, Flagler Aviation Inc., Flagler County
Airport, SR100, PO Box 1636, Bunnell, Florida 32010, USA. Tel: (304)437 4547/4455390, Fax: (904) 437 0541.




DESIGNS

JUMPSUITS:
B RW
B CReW
B Style/Accuracy
B Freestyle
B Camera
®@ Thermal RW/CReW

For information and FREE brochure

please call: 0329 286716 (24 hours)

Or write to: ;

PO Box 101 - Fareham - Hampshire - PO16 0JE

Manufacturers of Quality Sports Goods

When you choose your next skydiving
suit why not consider what makes that
suit just right for you. If it's price, style,
performance, fit, quality, workmanship,
guarantee and service
AIR CARE has the suit that’s right for you.

For further information on our suits and
other quality products contact Nick

JUMPSUITS

Traditional Design
Wide Colour Range
Standard Sizes

For further details please phone:
(0980) 52906 or send S.A.E. to:
STEVE STEPHENSON
PARAWEAR

Lancaster, The Ham, West Durrington
Salisbury, Wilts. SP4 8HW.

GW JUMPSUITS _, \
6\

A Tradition of Quality
SIX SIZES...AND A MULTITUDE
OF STYLES AND COLOUR
COMBINATIONS

Direct from Europe’s Largest Manufacturer.

PARA WEAR
BY
STEPHENSON

WRITE OR PHONE TODAY
FOR BROCHURE s.AE.

21, STONYACRES, YETMINSTER, NR. SHERBORNE,
DORSETDT96LT
Telephone: Yetminster 872484

SUPPLIERS TO THE RED DEVILS

Johnston by writing to our new and tem-
porary address:

AIR CARE
119 Queensgate
Bridlington
East Yorkshire
YO16 5JQ

Telephone: 0262 675098

INSURANCE
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St.. Wombourne. Nr. Wolverhampton WVS SDN
Tel: Wombourne 892661 (STD 0902)

Aircraft

= T
Stleqcers ”
- \

* light weight 508

~

Skycraft Services Limited 15001
Tel. 0763 852150 Fax.0763 852593 e
Albany House, Litington, Cambridgeshire

%

HAND MADE IN THE FINEST

CUSTOM LEATHERWITH
FASTEX FASTENER AND...

OPTIONAL ; DYTTER HOLES &
PATTERNED LININGS.

SEND OR CALL FOR FORM TO; | £95.00

RICHARD LINE (nats)

§7A CAPEL ROAD FOREST GATE
LONDON E7 OJP

(01) 5550247

*'—A
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THE
BRITISH

PARACHUTE
ASSOCIATION

5 Wharf Way
Glen Parva

Leicester
LE2 9TF

Tel: 0533 785271

Please use the B.P.A. Shop price list enclosure when ordering, quoting colour and size required.

/






