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NHORMAS

Sports
Equipment

Produced by Roger Groves

Zerox in Cordura with GQ SAC and Fury main.

SERVICEFROM‘A'TO ‘D’

Nineteen years in our sport has
provided TSE with a wealth of experience
in the development and manufacture of
parachute equipment...an enthusiasm
and commitment producingTHE complete
service. A service second to none. Thisin
turmmeansthatyou canbe confident inthe
knowledgethatwith TSE you areusingthe
bestavailable, fromthatinitial PLFthrough
to SCR and beyond...

Staff qualificationsare more than
impressive. 4 FAA Master Riggers (4 BPA
Adv. Rigger/Examiners), with a collective
total of over 6000 jumps oversee all
aspects of the production, maintenance
andrepairoperationattheloft. Every care
is taken to ensure that eachrig from TSE
meetsthe highest possiblestandards, from
basic S/Ltothemost advanced assemblies
on today's market.

Mr. Walter Gubbins LF.C. in this seasons ‘Thomas
Tropical Kit' c};]ets his knees together and boogies
through South American skies. The iarge, furry rodent
sleeping under hishat was a gift from a grateful Brazilian
2 Way Sequential Team.

Suit by Symbiosis - Make-up by Mandy - Photoby Leo

QUALITY AND RELIABILITY YOU
CANTRUST '

It should come as no surprise to find
out that we have supplied student freefall
rigs (including AFFkit developed by TSE
forusein this countryy), to the majority of
British clubs. Of the largest military and
civilian centres, APA at Netheravon,
RAFSPA at Weston, Slipstream
Adventures, Headcom P.C. and
PeterboroughP.C.,alluse equipment from
TSEfor advanced students. If you've just
come through the Catsystem, the chances
are that TSE were helping you progress.

And it doesn't stop there...

Atthe top of therange, the TSE
CHASER still maintainsits position as the
best-sellingstate of the art riginthe U K.,
with over 1500 now in the possession of
some of the country’sfinest skydivers.

FOLLOW THE LEADERS

TheBritish 8 way team doesn't
make decisions l}'thtly concemning new
equipment, Nor do the Royal Marines.
Their decision is made based upon sound
knowledge and eern'ence. TSEwere
pleased to supply them with all their
requirements.

0262 678299

Leather Chaser with Firelite Reserveand Maverick Main

THE FIGURES

Whilst our quality will never be
sacrificed forbar? ain-basement prices,
takealookatour listinthisissue andyou'il
see Ijus't how competitive it is. GENUINE
affiliation with major U.S. manufacturers
together with comprehensive currency
handling facilities, enable smooth, cost
effectivetransactionstobemadeon either
side of the Atlantic.

No matterifit'sa gurchase. repack or
repair, TSEwill comethrough withservice,
quality and a keen price...fast.

Give Chris or Derek a call on
Fax 0262 602063

or write/drop in for details
and information packs _

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT - PINFOLD LANE - BRIDLINGTON - N. HUMBERSIDE - YO16 5XS
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Cranfield Airport, Cranfieid, Beds MK43 0AP. Tel. (0234) 751866

All experience levels welcome
Excellent facilities -- Canteen - Bar -- Accommodation

Large Accuracy Pit -- Two C-182’s -- Skyliner -- Tandem

 DEALERENQUIRIESWELCOME

Tel: (0793) 854301

25 Hook Cottage. Hook. Swindon.
Wiltshire. SN4 8EA (U.K.)
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JUMPSUITS and
WARMWEAR

by Rob Colpus & Sarah Brearley
Fast Delivery

Guaranteed Workmanship.

SEND FOR BROCHURE

The Airficld, Headcorn, Kent. TN27 YHX
Tel : 0622 890967

ANGEL GRAPH'CS produce this magazine

for the British Parachute Association.
If your Club or Centre requires design work, printing,
maps, exhibitions etc., please contact us for a quotation.

Ring Tony Lewis on 0264 88687.

QUALITY  TALON

THE NAME ALONE J & B PARACHUTES
DEFINES IT Sweeps Cottage
SOLE Lower Maescoed
UK TALON Hereford HR2 OHP
DEALER Tel: 087 387 628
THE TALON SIMPLY THE BEST, the name alone defines it.
Used by the Golden Knights and JSPC Netheravon and many Military display teams
Now available in Parapack and Slimfit versions. Also the TELESIS, the all in one rig
AIR TIME DESIGNS The Tony Suit made with standard orlightweight polycotton.
The Pit Special is a skin tight suit with a nylon or polycotton frontand Spandex back
for teams and lightweight jumpers. The Swoop Suit is a looser fitting spandex
backed suit that offers lots of drag for the heavier jumper.
THEMISTRAL JUMPSUIT A quality utility RW jumpsuit, equally good for the weekend or competition
jumper used by many military competition and display teams.
FRAP HATS The genuine article manufactured in the US, at the HAT SHOPPE, from top quality
materials.
JACKKNIVES The real thing with replaceable blades.
FTS RESERVES The only High Speed Category C23 Rated Ram Air Reserve.
ALSO AVAILABLE Glidepath, PD, Parachutes De France Precision and FTS main and reserve canopies.

A selection of used mains and reserve canopies, containers and jumpsuits. All
manner of rigging supplies, fabrics, materials and threads as well as a Sewing
Machine sales, service & repair.

Talk to us about your every requirement or our full repair and maintenance service.
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Editor’s Note

The views of contributors to The Sport Parachutist
are not necessarily those ef the Editor, or of the
British Parachute Assaciation, and no liability is
accepted for same.

© Sport Parachutist (BPA Limited)

All rights ccsexved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any
form or by means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without prior permission of the Editor.

Cover Picture:
Sports in Harmony by Simon Ward.

The vnews expeessed in Sport Parachutist are those of the

and not ily those of the BPA. The Editor
retains the right to refuse or wiﬂ\dnw advertisments at his
discretion and does not accept liability for delay in publication
or for clerical or printers’ ecroes although every care is @ken to
avoid mistakes.

Pnnted rt! Stephens & G

Cierwoo
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THE BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSO¥LY} e/

LAUNCHES EXCLUSIVE
MASTERCARD PROGRAMME...................

The British Parachute Association

announces a Bank of Scotland Master-
carde programme especially for members.
This Mastercard, which has been specially
designed for the BPA, will show the BPA logo.
It identifies the holders of the card as members
of the Association every time the card is used.
It also provides excellent financial benifits. In
addition to an APR of only 28% (28.9% for
cash advances), which is 3.3% lower than
Midland Access, the BPA Mastercard is
accepted worlwide in any of the seven million
places displaying a Mastercard or Eurocard
sign. It's the convenicnt way to pay for
purchases or scttle travel arrangements.
This card supports the British Parachutc
Association, at no cost to members and there is
no need to change existing bank accounts to
apply for the BPA Mastercard.
The application package containing all the
precise details have recently been sent to all
members. It is hoped you will take this unique
opportunity and support the Association.
Full details and a written quotation are
available frem: Bank of Scotland, Pitreavie
Business Park, Dunfermline, Fife, KY99 4BS.

COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 1991

Only twelve nominations have been recieved
for the 1991 Council (listed below). Therefore
no election will be necessary and nominees
will be the BPA Council for 1991.

Bob Card

Greg Cox
Bryan Davies
Lyn George
Steve Hastings
David Hickling
Kevin Hughes
Amanda Kenny
Tony Knight
John Lines
Lofty Thomas
Steve Treble

SAFETY INFORMATION

Following Safety Notice 2/90 grounding GQ
Protector Reserve.

This grounding has now been lifted by The
Riggers Committee at their meeting of the 25th
October 1990.

Tony Butler

National Coach & Safety Officer

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

The Commercial Manager of Sport Parachutist
has moved.... In future all material for the
attention of Tony Lewis should be sent to the
following address:

Tony Lewis

Sport Parachutist

Kenilworth

Wallop Road

Grateley

Andover

Hampshire SP11 7EB

Tel/Fax: 0264 88687

DIARY OF EVENTS

There is no Diary of Events published in this

issue of SP due to the non-availability of some
of the dates for events in the early part of next

e e ST ———
year. A full Diary of Events will be included in
the February edition of SP.

If your club or centre has an event it wishes to

publicise send details to the BPA Office, care of
Tony Butler, for consideration for inclusion in
the Diary of Events.

Instructor courses scheduled to take place in

January and February 1991 will be notified to
clubs and centres directly by the BP A Office.

CALLING ALL 0.0.SKYDIVERS

Following on from the Oundle School Skydiving Club
an Old Oundelion Skydiving Club has been formed
for all the parachuting alumini of Oundle and Laxton
schools.

If you are a product of either, then please join up and
participate in fun-jumps, displays, competitions and
the singing of “Jerusalem”!

Contact:

Don Williams, Oriel College, Oxford, OX14EW.
Telephone: 0865 276555

f 7-HILLS
PHOENIX PARACHUTE SALES &

Located on the Drop Zone
at Z-Hills. Stop by and check
the great deals and selections
Vectors, Talons, Sweethogs,

Racers, PD'’s, Precision, Glide Path,

Para-Flite, National and Strong.

Phoenix Parachute Sales & Service

P.O. Box 1889
Zephyrhills, FL. 33539
Drop Zone (813) 788-5591
Sales Office (813) 783-2932
fax (813) 783-1339
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VIDEO REVIEW VIDEO REVIEW VIDEO REVIEW VIDEO REVIEW

Amanda Kenny reviews
the two latest videos from SWARD SPORTS.

ANYTHING |S POSSI BLE by Leo & Mandy Dickinson (£19.99)

This is an extremely entertaining video which I could
not stop watching. Its basically a look at some of the
behind the scenes activities involved in the production
of the various adventure films that Leo has made over
the years. In no way is it just a skydiving video and it
bears no relation to anything from the Wally series. The
video comprises of three programmes which have been
made for television and overs sports such as ave
diving, ice climbing, skydiving, windsurfing, canoeing
and mountaineering.

Leo explains with the help of some stunning footage

how certain effe ts were achieved or how photographs
were taken in weird and wonderful situations.

The programmes take you through the beautiful
underwater cavemns in the Blue Holes of the @ahamas,
anoeing in Snake River Canyon, Idaho, flying in a
balloon in the Himalayas or fiming an alligator
underwater in Florida and then on even further to other
scenes.

The video is infoimative, interesting and fur and of
definite appeal to anyone with a sense of adventure.

Highly recommended.

WORLD CRW

CHAMPIONSHIPS

by Hans-Joachim Gally/Simon Ward (£29.95)

This video is also in two parts. The fiist programme is
a film made for German television on the 1990 World
CRW Championships in Chiang-Mai, Thailand. It is 55
minutes long and captures the essence of the Meet as
well as some super footage of Chiang-Mai itself. There
are interviews with competitors and there is filming
from both ground and air.

The second part of the video comprises of 45 minutes

of World Class CRW filmed by Simon Ward during
jumps with teams during training and competition.

This video is excellent value although obviously rather
spedialised from a discipline point of view. It would be a
good video to have in the Drop Zone video collection
and of course for anyone whos interested in Canopy
Relative work then I'm sure a personal copy wouldn’tgo
amiss - it has a ot to offer.

VIDEO REVIEW VIDEO REVIEW VIDEO REVIEW VIDEO REVIEW

Don’t forget your tickets.

The British Parachute Association
1991 ANNUAL DINNER DANCE
Saturday 12th January 1991
Tickets available from the BPA Office

The Disco will be open to all members free of charge.
Members will not be admitted to the disco until after
diners have finished theirmeal, approximately 11.00 p.m.
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CORRESPONDENCE

BSE BOOGIE
REPLIES

Dear Kirk,

I'm sony you didn’t enjoy yourself but did
you come to the same boogie as me ? During
the weekend I did several load organised
dives. When manifest called for people to be
organised (about every hour) I tumed up and
one of the six load organisers sorted us out. I
was the least experienced on some of these
dives (230 jumps) when we did some nice 5
and 6 ways. They could easily have been 6 or 7
ways so WHERE WERE YOU ?

Of the 25 pink shirted “Gods”, six were
boogie control and the rest of us mortals were
detailed to clean loos, collect litter, marshall
planes, prepare food etc.... Most of us had less
than 300 jumps and we paid each load the
same as eveyone.

I had a ot of fun skydiving with friends old
and new and when evening turned too dark to
dive we launched into a real party time. The
band was excellent and enjoyed the boogie as
much as the rest of us. They’ve said they
wouldn’t miss next years BSE BOOGIE and
neither will I.

Blue Skies

Sally Fowler
D8482

BSE Boogie Staff

Dear Editor,

I am writing in reply to Kirk Royles letter
about the TILSTOCK BSE Boogie that was
printed in the last Sport Parachutist and your
subse;]uenf request for comments upon it. As
one of the dive organisers at the boogie I was
surprised and a little flattered to be called a
skygod by Kirk, although I do not possess
either a pair of strops or a bum-bag as he
suggests, being old enough to have played at
being a hippy the first time around in the early
70's. Kirk is quite 1ight, you did have to do
something special to get organised, you had to
give me yourjumo ticket. Having done so, you
were on, regardless of experience and a dive
was organised according to the experience of
that group. Sue Grayling and Marie Kinsey did
a fine job at manifest of calling up people for
organising as much as two hours before lift
time in some cases, and in most cases there
were two organisers per load, which is not bad
considering that there were six of us and 465
registrations.

It was inevitable that as the manifest started
to back up, that the organisers would spend
more time in the air than on the ground, ‘er
strutting their stuff I believe it is called. How-
ever, as soon as I got down after each load, Sue
or Marie would call me to organise another
load. Atno pointdid I orany otherorganiserat
that boogie choose who would or would not
Jjump on a load organised dive, those people
would already be waiting having been told
what load they were organised on. I am sorry
if Kirk didn’t grasp the system, but thst/ZE not
my faultI'm afraid. At that boogie, I organised

and jumped with people with 2 RW dives to
over 1000 on the same load in some cases
which as far as I am concerned does not point
towards ‘clique forming’.

I'have a confession tomakeat this pointalso.
1did jump with my friends at the boogie. 1 also
paid for my slot on the three occasions I did so,
the same as everyone else. Perhaps I should
have made an announcement to this effect, or
taken off my pink T-shirt.

Lyn did a remarkable job of organising the
BSE Boogie, and I hope that it returns next
year. Sue and Marie stopped anyone double
manifesting regardless of who they thought
they were, and everyone I spoke to had fun, as
did Dicko, Steve, lan, Alan Eddie and myself
organising. We hope to be back next year.
Have another go Kirk, and iry a little bit har-
der..... I'm sure you will get the hang of it
eventually.

Yours faithfully,
Gareth Holder
D7731

Dear Editor,

The BSE Boogie; I was there and no, I don’t
remember when boogies were fun because this
was my very first boogie, having graduated
from AFF in june of this year.

This boogie got off to abad start for me, I had
pestered manifest for hours (well, minutes
actually but it must have felt like hours to
them !) for news on an organised low experi-
ence skydive and Marie Kinsey pointed me in
the direction of an organiser, who shall remain
nameless, who was supposedly organising
such a thing. The only problem being that in
this guy’s book ‘low experience’ is 100 plus
jumps ! Fortunately for me Marie noticed that
I wasn’t manifested (she probably didn’t want
me pestering her all afternoon as well) and
took time out to find out what had happened
to me. Obviously Marie can remember what
it’s like trying to get on skydives when you’re
beginning, because in no time atall I was man-
ifested on a dive organised by Steve Freedman
and looking forward to two others, one a six-
way, under the watchful eyes of two other load
organisers. I finished the day feeling very
ashamed of my thoughts aboutload organisers
in general earlier on in the day.

Surprisingly, things actually got better ! Tgot
talking to Gareth Holder on the saturday even-
ing and he actually put out a call for me on
Sunday morning because he was free and
thought we could do a two-way.

Generally, I found the load organisers very
helpful and willing to put something together
for even the really low experience people like
me, but they werereally busy, our six-way was
de-briefed hours later while the organiser was
packing ready for his next lift !

sol did have fun. My only wonrynow is will
other boogies come up to expectations ?

Thanks everyone,
Liz Ault-Walker
BPA 478119

P.S. It would be really nice to see some other
regular contributors to the magazine, a regular
column on Safety would be interesting.

And finally.....

Dear All,

May I, through of this illustrious but war-
weary publication, express my deepest
gratitude to all the Skydivers who attented the
BSE Boogie at Tilstock in August, for reassur-
ing me that, above everything else Skydivers
like to have fun.

I would also like to extend an invitation to
Mr K. Royle BPA 105684 to act as a Dive-
Organiser at next years boogie. I feel he may
find the experience enlightening.

And finally, to every single person who
worked their buns off to make it all happen ,
we owe an enormous debt of gratitude. Many
thanks, you know who you are, and don’t
believe everything you read.

Love,
Lyn

Dear Editor,

We would like to say a big thank-you to all
our friends at the Midland Parachute Centre
and Headcorn for a great 1990. Special thanks
also to our WARP instructors whose time,
effort and paticnce has been invaluable, and
greatly appreciated.

Have a wonderful Christmas all of you, and
here’s to lots of blue skies in 1991.

Yours,
Janet Walton 9148
Joe Foxwell C9052

Dear Editor,
IT'would like to extend my undying gratitude
to all the staff and members of the Joint

Services  Parachute Centre/Hong Kong
Parachute Club. Thanks to the “family " in HQ,
I was able to fulfil a lifelong ambition and start
parachuting. On the 24th June 1990 I finally
reached the great goal “A SQUARE
CANOPY”. Now this may not seem such a big
thing to most of you, but, in HK at this present
time, itis only due to the total dedication of the
staff and members that parachuting is still
happening.

Just to give you an insight into their many
problems, jumpers have to emplane at Kai Tak
International Airport, take a not so short flight
over to Sek Kong and if the conditions are still
favourable, then jump out, otherwise it’s back
to Kae Tak. So it’s hardly surprising that stu-
dent progression has been a little slow this last
twelve months!



However, much to the suiprise of some
people I have spken to, it is all still happening
over there and people are still proggressing
through the system.

I would like to say a special thank-you to
Gary Lai and Sqn Ldr Ron Fitzpatrick, without
these two most unselfish people things just
wouldn’t happen. | must also take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate Terry King on reaching
freefall, Weel done Terry.

So to all my “Family” thank-you and
“BE HAPPY”.

Loraine V Patrick
BPA 412220

Dear Sir,

The impending BPA Council election has
stimulated much discussionamongst the more
experienced of my parachuting colleagues in
the Lancashire Polytechnic 5.U. Skydiving
Club about the way in which the BPA
operates.

Specifically, I have been prompted to write
to the magazine due to the great irritation
which Iand other club members have begun to
feel about the regular BPA council meetings. I
cannot understand why the BPA council finds
it necessary to convene mid-week, when it
seems to me self-evident that this is the least
convenient time for any BPA member (save
those living in Leicester or it’s environs) to
attend. It is utterly impossible for someone
based, like myself, in Preston for instance to
finish work and reach Leicester for a council
meeting beginning at 7.0 p.m.

thus, whilst BPA members have been
accorded the right to attend the meetings of
their governing body, the majority of that
membership is simultaneously prevented
from doing so.

I feel that some explanation of this
seemingly convenient arrangement is due. In
the meantime, I would like to suggest that BPA
council meetings be moved to Saturdays or
Sundays.

Yours faithfully,

S.P. Saberi
C8077

Dear Sir or Madam,

I have just retumed from a RAP’s course at
the Cornwall Parachute Centre under the gui-
dance of John Fisher. Despite very variable
weather conditions every aspect of the course
was enjoyable and at each stage every effort
was made to build confidence in the pupil. I
would like you to know that any centre run in
such an efficient way by such amenable staff
can only be good for your sport. I look forward
to progressing in this sport and to many future
jumps.

Yours sincerely,
Ian Arnold

Dear Editor,

Hi fom JSPC(L) in Bad Lippspringe,
Germany.

We would like to ask a favour of you
actually. Some of our resident skydivers are
stationed in the Gulf (making sandcastles and
1ding camels) and we thought it would be
really nice for them to get letters from other
skydivers to cheer them up and help them
through the time away from their loved ones
(and their DZ). So if you could please print
their addresses in the magazine, we would be
eternally grateful and so get your boogie pens
out skydivers. We are sure they would be
pleased to hear from anyone who could take
the time and trouble to drop them a line and a
“bluey” costs nothing when marked “Op
Granby”.

They are:

Cpl Karl Lester, 2 PI/A Coy, 1 Staffords Regt,
Op Granby, BFPO 644.
Dvr Andy Kelly, 17 Sqn, 10 Regt RCT Group,
Op Granby, BFPO 644.
WQO?2 Dave Cassidy, MRG 7B, 7 Armd Wksp,
Op Granby, BFIO 644.

Maj Dave Limb, Parachute Regt, Op Granby,
BFPO 644.

Blue Skies,
Ted and Marie Paynce
D7212 and D7418

Dear Editor,

I was initated by the suppression of debate
in the October issue of SP. For the sake of
appearances, the voices of any dissatisfied
members have been swept under the carpet,
and only fawning letters printed; but these
lets-stop-arguing letters do nothing to satisfy
members with serious, legitimate doubts
about the way things are done.

Although you condemn the letters you
didn’t print as “re-hashing old arguments”,
this is only your opinion; you do not allow the
readers to judge the quality of argument for
themselves.  Such censorship is quite
unacceptable for the following reasons:

1. You have stifled discussion of all contenti-
ous issues in what may well be the last issue of
the magazine we recieve before the AGM. In
any democratic organisation, freedom to
criticise authority is not a luxury, it is essential.
It is your opinion that criticism gives a poor
impression to outsiders. What sort of
impression do you think suppression of the
democratic process gives ?

2. You have refused to print members’ legiti-
mate concerns which should be aired in the
house magazine of the association. If the SP
were an independant publication, the editor
could print, or leave out, anything he or she
saw fir. As it is not, and as we have no option
but to subscribe to i, refusal to print our
co?m'bulions on important issues is unforgiv-
able.

I am particularly sad to see that you were
reduced to printing a piece which was actually
subtitled, “Absolutely nothing to do with
skydiving”, and a full page colour photo, also
absolutely nothing to do with skydiving, of a
hang glider over a corn field. The soon-to-be
privatised company whose press release you
printed verbatim must be pleased about their

a

full-page ad. Were you really so desparate for
material ?

Some people may lap up this sort of thing,
but I don’t see why we should all be forced to
pay for such rubbish. At the risk of being
accused of re-hashing an aigument, in my
view subsciiptions to SP should be optional. I
believe this is the only way jumpers will get the
publication they deserve.

Yours sincerely,
Martin Lyster D4246

Dear Editor,

With reference to Neil Johnston’s letter in
the Octoberedition of S.P., I would be grateful
if you would allow to make the following
observations, in an attempt to put the events
(at this years Belgium Herc Boogie), in
perspective.

When I airived at manifest, on a final call for
the buses to a Cl30 load, I found Mr Johnston
in heated conversation with manifest staff.
having made a very brief visual assessment
that he was not seriously hurt, I asked man-
ifest to call the Chief Organiser (Alexis Perty)
to deal with the matter, I1attempted to leave.

Mr Johnston continued to ask me what was
being done about the problem. I did not
comment that perhaps his groups’ self-
organised exit piece was too wide for the ramp.
I also speculated that the offending piece of
metal was probably the tail-gate locating hook,
a commom problem on Skyvans with opening
mechanisms. Mr Cooper expressed incredul-
ity that this situation on jump aircraft was
tolerated, and I did point out that abroad you
did not have the protection of the CAA’s safety
regulations. On investigation, the protective
tape had in fact been removed; very probably
by the door being forced open. My suggestion
that his abrasive manner of complaint ‘would
not encourage people to take notice of you’
was meant as a helpful bit of advice.

As Mr Johnston has chosen to single me out,
perhaps I should also point out that I was not
the organiser or J/M on his load. As is usual at
a busy malti-aircraft boogie the load organis-
ers’ work long hours for no financial gain. At
the ime my immediate responsibilities were to
the 162 jumpers waiting $o0 board a plane on
which I was J/M. If my manner appeared to be
slightly indifferent, then I extend my apologies
to Mr Johnston. Hopefully, now fully reco-
vered, he will realise that the problems of hav-
i g perfect PR at a large boogie are as hard to
achieve as the perfectload.

Cheers,
Sandy McRobbie D7303

SUBSCRIBE TO:
L ® 2
Skydiving
PARACHUTING’S NEWSMAGAZINE

The international newsmagazine of sport
parachuting. Read about the sequipment,
techniquss, events, people and placsa of skydiv-
ing. Pree sample copy. Foraign rates: 12 18sues:
US$15 (surface mail), $44 (air mail), Pay by In-
ternational money order, U.8. currency, Visa,
MesterCard, AmEx. Satisfaction guaranteed or
money back. Order today:

Dept. E * P.O. Box 1620
DeLand, FL USA 32721




Dear Editor, )
Come & Boogie - Swansea Style!!

May [ officially invite Kirk Royle (BPA
105684) and others like him, to the 1991
Swansea Parachute Club Boogie - dates t.b.a.
After reading his letter in this month’s S.P.,
and I might add agreeing 100%, I felt obliged
to point out that although we are not the
largest club in the country nor have we had 2
slots in club corner (unlike Headcorn - October
1990 and May 1989) we are without any doubt
one of the friendliest.

Our Boogie this year was a tremendous suc-
cess despite being sandwiched between the
Nationals and B.H.B.4. There was skydiving
foreveryone - fun jumps, WARP, tandem and,
if you wanted it, training jumps. The first class
bad organiser Sheila did just that. Everyone
had someone to jump with and it wasn't just
like with like - people of all abilities were jump-
ing together (where safe of course). It didn’t
matter whether you had 6000 jumps or only
WARP 1 everyone joined in the fun.

There were many milestones reached dur-
ing the Boogie - the 1000th jump, the first
freefall, the D license, the hour in freefall, the
Cat. 8 and many others. After all, how many
other Boogies can claim that on the day that it
happened a Cat.10jump was broadcast on the
BBC 6 o'clock news!!

It was designed as a fun boogie and the
pilots of the 2 AN-Z biplanes ensured that the
new meaning of the word glasnost was
adhered to in addi'tion to providing enjoyable
as well as educational exit (i.e. when you're
Cat. 10 you don't try and do a student exit from
10k if Dave Howerski is standing right behind
you!! Will I ever live it down?)

So if you are free duiing the end of July next
year why not pay Uncle Dave a visit - we'd all
love to see you.

May your reserve never see day light.
Haydn Allen C8939

Dear Chairman, Comp Committee,

A jolly a(/)od idea to bid for permission to
hold the World Championships here in the
UK. We have some of the World’s best
jumpers here, unfortunately travel and cost
prevents them from competing overseas.

I further suggest that the membership fee for
next year has a surcharge of £1 added toit- the
£1 to go to helping the nancial outlay.

Blue skies
J. Evison-Jowett
(London Skydiving Centre)

Dear Editor,

Could you please publish this amendment
to Anthea Lees excellent article about Head-
corn in last month’s SP.

“Slipstream Adventures graduated 40 AFF
students Jast year and at present has
graduated 34 so far this year”.

Cheers,
Pete Allum

Dear Editor,

Thank you for your book of raffle tickets. I
am glad that you consider every memberto be
totally dedicated to the BPA. I am 1eturning
your book complete and ask you notto try forc-
ing this kind of rubbish on me again. I feel that
as a parachutist I am forced to be a compulsory
member of the BPA or forget about jumping
out of aircraft. This seems to be a monopoly.
Why is there no alternative group? All the BPA
offer in legality is an operations manual
approved by the CAA. That should not be
hard to duplicate and alter to remove stupid
needless money orentated rules (greed
again), whats this about 500 jumps to use a lit-
tle camera? If that isn’t some trumped up little
spiv irying to make money I don’t know what
is. I only read your magazine because I am
forced to pay for it,  assure you that given the
choice I would give it a miss. It might make my
annual fee of £20 cheaper. As far as 3rd party
insurance is concerned it is not a legal require-
ment to insure a plivate aircraft against crash-
ing on someones house so why should it be so
for a parachute? This should be at the discre-
tfon of the individual. Ialso recall a case in the
not so distant past where the BPA wouldn’t
payupon aclaim, so whatam I actually paying
for? A nice little card...? A nice little licence...?
I am sure that this will make me a better sky-
diver, if I have all the bits of paper.

The law of reality states, aircraft, skydiver,
parachute, you can do it, or you can't, then
you pay the jump bill.

Insuming up I welcome an alternative to the
BPA. Most of us are members because we have
no choice, kindly remember that you should
be more interested in promotron of the sport
than making a tidy little sum between you, and
as for being a chaiity reg. no. 1345 Leicester
City Counctl, I can tell you where my money
would rather go and where to stuff your raffle
tickets.

G. Hesketh C9081
Down with red tape and profiteers. (Merlin)

“Thank you Mr. Hesketh..... for a most
informative and enlightening letter!!” Ed

Dear Sir,

John Lines’ view that there is nothing tostop
independent magazines being set up ignores
the fact that the market in this country is
already monopolised by Sport Parachutist. No
new publication could achieve a viable market
share unless readers were free to switch from
SP. By denying us this option, thc BPA
ensures that no independent publication can
survive.

John simply asserts that his view “obviously
makes sense”, but does not reply to the argu-
ment that aboliton of the compulsory subsciip-
tion to SP, exposing it to competition, would
get round most of the present difficulties. SP
has been protected long enough and should
now be made to stand or fall on its own merits.
This is the only way that jumpers will get the
publications they want. However, the impres-
sion given by John is that he wants to use the
mag to impress Sports Council and CAA, with
a display of respect for the BPA Council and a
general toeing of lines (no jumping dogs,
South African boogies, dissatis ed members

etc.). I am concerned that Council are preoc-
cupied with appearances more than sub-
stance.

The US Hang Gliding Association decided
last spring to censor articles in its own
magazine, following an article describing a

ight made, unknowingly, through restricted
airspace. For the sake of apperances, such
events are to be glossed overin future; but itis
through honesty that others can learn. As the
editor of “Skywings”, the British hang glider
mag, put it, what if someone else infringes
airspace and collides with an airliner, try
sweeping that under t he carpet. We need that
sort of openness. Even on the level of the
jumping dog, if it really needs to be stopped,
first it must be brought to light; pretending
that we are squeaky clean won't fool anyone.

One bene t of separating SP from Council,
would be that Council could get on with lead-
ing their sport into the next decade. I hope the
Counctl’s apparent obsession with the
contents of SP isn't distracting them from the
other, much more important problems that
John mentions; ones like the CAA issue
discussed by Tony Butler in Coach’s Column.
Idoread the Council minutes, and I would like
to see more in them to show that our leaders
discuss, and have an effective strategy for
dealing with these important issues. Sadly,
much of what we see in Council minutes is
bickering and aggro. Itis said that the member-
ship holds Councrt! in low esteem; this might
be one reason. Steve Eversfield did not create
the low esteem; his sin was reflecting it.

With regards,
Martin Lyster D4246

US EDITOR
MUZZLED?

Gl1 Dodgen, editor of **Hang Gliding” and
probably the longest sesving hang gliding
editor in capuvity, looks as if his freedom to
publish has been removed.

In the June issue of Hang Gliding
magazine USHGA President Russ Locke
wnites an open letter to Kevin
Christopherson regasding his alleged
infringement of Airspace:

“Over the last few years there has been
cdnsiderable debate about whether the
magazine editor should print articles about
what pilots are really doing or whether he
should edit outillegal references. In the past
we have opted 1o prinl what's really
happening. However, we now {ind owrsclves
in a somewhat awkward and indefensible
position because of this policy.”, Russ states.

. In a repont from the Spring 1990
USHGA Board meeting en another page in
the same magazine under the Publications
Committee heading is published the
following: * The major topic was concem
over publication of illegal flying activitics.
The editor will submit material for review
by the Executlve Director before
publication™.

That sunks. And T always thought
America was the land of the {ree!

If you ignore probiems they get bigger.
If Gil hadn't published Kevin’s article
verbatim then no one would have lnown that
he had perhaps infringed airspace
regulations. Dozens of pilots without a
working knowledge of 1he regutations would
have been flying in continued ignorance with
the USHGA papcring over the cracks. Now
they now of the potential problem.

If anignorant pilot was swallowed by a
Rolls-Royce Turbo-fan in restricted airspace
over up-state New York would the USHGA
Executive Director be able 1o censor Gil after
the story had made front page of the New
York Times?

Never mind Gil, just send the stuff to
me, I'll publish, Continuing to be damned no
doubt, ; TwW
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BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEW

The Sky People =& History of Parachuting by Peter Hearn

Earlier this year, during the brief period of
time that 1saton the other side ofthe editorial
table, a letter arrived at the.BPA office. ~ e
letter, from a female non-mem ter, asked 5 the
BPA could recommend abook on the hisiaiy of
parachuting. Poor deluded fool, fancy asking
the BPA office such a question; obviously the
BPA staff thought the same. The offending
item was swiftly manoeuvred out of sight and
into someone elses pigeon-hoie in the sincere
hope thatitwould disappear.

As the then tenantofthatpigeon-hole, and
the person to whom the letter disappeared to,
1 replied by saying that there was not a
comprehensive work on the subject, although
there were a number of. ~xiks'that did cover
certain aspects of parachuting history. Some
two days after 1 posted the "BPA's" reply 1
received notification of the forthcoming
publication of “The Sky People -AHistory of

Parachuting” by Peter Heam .

So now that I've read it, would | have

recommended it?

The chapter on The Pioneers recounts
parachutings distinctly dodgy teginnings; this

includes the famtoar diagram of Leonardo's

15th Century design,”*”~ "~ m sfirst.d .escentin .

1797 and an
unsuccessful attempt to

account of Robert Cocking's
the first British
parachutist. Havm g charged spectator
shillings and sixpence each, he rroceeded to
give them their fullmoneyswoi'A by jumping
a canopy of his own dubious design which
very prom ptly collapsed causing him to feirtfe
to hisdeath. His body was subM equeftfiftsken
to alocalinn where the enterprising kM I.m |
charged sixpence each for people’te gawp mi
the stiff. So as wolias being'the site of ‘he Srsi
parachute juEiip in EngttTtd, Vattxkall was
simultaneously the first recorded occasion of
DZ enterprise and ripping off the punters.

The Show Jumpers to a large extent overlaps
the antics of the pioneers. The primary aim of
parachuting was not to push: the edge of the
envelope, further mans knowledgeaiid all that
noble stuff; ii was part of the entertainment
industry. When the crowds got bored with
balloons the entrepreneurs spiced up the
spectacle with a parachute jump. With the
advent of aircraft so the show changed; even
early day BASE jumpers got in on the act.
Jumping the Whispering Gallery at St. Paul's
Cathedral may be a first in 1990 but forget
about the Statue of Liberty and Tower Bridge,
they've been done, in 1912. and. 1917 toT” e
exact. L , '

The chapter on the Caterpillars brings
parachuting back to it's more serious aim, the
saving of lives, although some of the more
bizarre inventions do get a mention. The
following is a quotation from the book about
the "Parachute Cloak” and its inventor, an
over confident Austrian by the name of Franz
Reichelt.

"He made an immense "cloak™ with metal
stiffeners, with the idea that it could be worn
by aviators who, after leaping from their
doomed ‘craft, would throw out their arms to
extend the para-suit to its full eight square
metres, and thus descend safely toearth. After
testing it to his satisfaction by leaping 15 feet
into a pile of straw, he took his device to the
Eiffel tower on a cold Sunday morning in
February 1912. He donned the weird garb,
explained its function and his intentions to a
small crowd, climbed to the firstflcxirsome200

FOREWARD

When fiiarted free fall parachuting mtbs sariy W' s,
Peter He»n was one of mv heroes, foritwasjtwiso,
wish other like-TBmied, individualistic, instructors at
No.1 fsracfsjte TrainingSchool, Royal Air FSrcs, iisd
pioneered, on a r.effdielp basis, early militsrv free fall
training and hed tHen Founded the RAF's first free tall
parar&utedisplay team, the forerunners of themodem
day 'Fattens'. Their achievments were regardedwith
fim- yy . u=v of us who aapir&l to fly in free fall
ourselves, tor.sport para«pg te.skydiving) was in
those days somewhat in its infancy, with all the
equipmert being military surplus and modified (some-
limes to hair-raisisgly individual designs) for free fall
u«. AS:Syouns subaltem senving in the Pafacltule

: Regiment my weekend skydiving activities were
regarded with raised eyebrows by many of my
colleagues mparticularty when military jierachute pay
was anears 7/6da dayand we were spending two or
three times that amount per jtfimp et the focalcivilian
parachtfteciub- A quarterof acsntury laterthesportof
parachuting hasgained respectability, with the British
Parachute Assodiation recsMnj wtal grant aid from
the Sports Council, both» promote ihis challenging
sporting avialiofi activity and to assist in sending
Britos* Teams to compete in World Parachuting
Championships

N e fHsam was wstrW livsty vefym Mi invotved

. irithese early development yews and frais his quaiifi.
cations to assemble this comptetiensiye history fnd
entertaining cctiecUopofparifc hilingmemorabili#are
wpe«abl8/He waSBmemberoftt*Brstishf>tachute
.Team at.thuStli World Faracltuting championshlpsin

Bulgaria h Mffl and the following year, Peter and r

fettflW RAF instructor, John Thirfte, SeoSme thefa |

pair of parachutists in I|he United Kingdom to f
. marteotwBcloseenoughtogetherwfreafabtopassa

baton fromone lo the oter. He later commanded No

! TS.the RAF organisation responsible for Die train-

ing of military parachuhstsa’d where both thePrince

feet above the upturned faces, dropped a
newspaper to assess the wind-drift, climbed
ontoa table, spread out hisarms, and jumped.
He fell like an overdressed brick."

Most other equipment fared better than
Herr Reichelts dirty raincoat. From Calthrop's
complicated but reliable "Guardian Angel"
through to the high-tech rocket assisted ejector
seats of modem daiy jet fighters, the develop-
ment of aircraft escape systems is interestingly
told.

With the Paratroopers we are onto well
trodden material. Many books arid films have
recounted tile successes (few) and failures
(many) of airborne operations since their
inception. One incident which was completely
new to me occurred during the invasion of
Sicily inJuly 1942:when 75 gliders (which were
part of the airborne forces) carrying the 1st
British Airlanding Brigade were released far
out at sea which resulted in the drowning of
600 men! A demoralising cock-up that must
rank alongside the disasterous rehersal for the
D-Day landings at Slapton Sands, Devon in
1944, both in scale and in government
reticence to reveal what actually happened.

The final chapter "The Skydivers" charts the
tentative post war development of parachut-
ing, and ultimafely skydiving, as acompetitive
sport. This is the weakest part of the book. The
contemporary history of parachuting, like my
review, is very much a matter of opinion,
especially to those who are around who
remember it. History books seem to work best

when there's no one alive to desagree with

what the author has chosen to write.

of Wales and the Dole of York completed parachute
courses; ttw former gained his military parachute
wings and is now Colonel in Chief of the Parachute
Regiment. Apanfiom that, Peter Hear has previously
written two other excellent worts on parachuting -
Parachutist, a delightful personal reminiscence, and
Sky High Irvin, a well researched biography of the
parachuting pioneerand founder of the Irvin Air Chute

Compary,

1 must admit to having thoucht that | hed read ju«
about everything that had bean written on the history
of parachuting, until | opened the pages of this
exhaustwety researched and entertmistgl* written
boolLHisideaofpre*EnHngthiswst("infiveaiffererit
categories of parachutist is both simple and logical,
andhisselectioBofiltustrativastdriasiwnhiliitiiteyilstily
being snmwwhat porsonat provides appropriate
eiamples which domiBhto fteintlascinatingponraits
of the sifccsssiyegenerations SNA tyf*s of ‘Sky
People'. | was delighted to see Includedlackie (Smith)
Vounj's delightfully recalled and typically modest
acwent other winning the Vtafd Championship Gold
Mncs; in 1973vrhen she becamethefirstperson, mele
orfemale.toseoretenomsecutidijadcentresinihe
accurecy event . . . World Diampionships,

* Sinil’ this nation's
moslaccMplished M MiWivt™M\Ariidiisl,:
arellired «
j~ p outo/a t
able aeroiane? Apart bom their replying that if the
aeroplane wasrtt sswoeable iftay wouldn't teabieto
Nffif out ol it Ihis aplendid booki  untuuMadly
(“proilifrnvam ro andlhlw no
in commending it unreservedly.

OiartesShea-Simwds
Vies President
AaraMal. UIM

With only 4000 or so full members of the
BPA, and 30,000 passing through annually on
the one jump bourses, this book is not specifi-
cally aimed at the parachuting community.
Publishers are in the business of making
money, so understandably some allowances
have been made in order to make the book
appealing to as wide art audience as possible.
That said, it's "pass the sick bag" time with
Charles Shea-Simonds obsequious Foreward
which intimates that the three most significant
British Parachutists of recent years are Jackie
Smith, and the Windsor brothers, Chuck and
Andy. Only one of those assertions is correct
and to the best of my knowledge she has never
lived at Buckingham Palace.

As an established author with six previous
books to his name, Peter Heam has done a
very good job of filling a gap in the book-
shelves. Itis well illustrated throughout with
many historically interesting photos and
diagrams, but the reproduction is indifferent
in quality" Some of the photos are pin sharp
whereas others, disappointingly, look like
stills from a third generation pirate video.

Whilst not being the "definitive" history of
parachuting, this book comes highly
recommended as a starting point for someone
who wants to know about parachutings
heritage. So if anyone at the BPA office does
get asked to recommend a book on the history
of parachuting again point them in the direc-
tion of this one.

The Sky People
Airlife Publishing Ltd
ISBN 1853101141

Steve Eversfield



3.4 fl.oz.
only

£12.99

plus £3.00
for shipping & handling

Masculine, long lasting scent. The perfect gift for the
sophisticated skydiver. Madein Germany.

FSWKLAUSHELLER - P.0. Box 1204 - D-8028
Taufkirchen - Germany
Fax: 0104989 612 6369

Dealer inquiries welcome
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only

£12.99

us £3.00
for shipping & handling

EAU DE TOILETTE
BY HELLER

A Cape

Manufacturers of Quality Sports Goods

- When you choose your next skydiving
suit why not consider what makes that
~suit just right for you. If it's price, style,
performance, fit, quality, workmanship,
guarantee and service - then......
AIR CARE has the suit that's right for you.
For further information on our suits and
other quality products contact Nick
Johnston by writing to our new and tem-

porary address:

AIR CARE
119 Queensgate
Bridlington
East Yorkshire
'YO165JQ
Telephone: 0262 675098

The Hotel's Five Star facilities
include:

De luxe accomodation with
satellite colour TV, Min Bars,
Hairdryers standard in att
rooms, choice of restaurants
and bars, varied
entertainment programme
and extensive health & leisure
facilities.

Prices including
accomodation, flight &
transfers from...

SYG £280- per person,

Parachuting at Cyprus

parachute centre at Dhekelia

sovereignbases {5 km away

from the Hotel).

Following can be arranged

@ Warp Coaching

@ Tandem Jumps

@ Introductory Courses

@ Kit Hire

® The Centre Operates BNZ
Islander

® Mediterranean Weather

For further information

please contact:

Tel: 071-3887515
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KENYA

BOOGIE 1991

Y/

Your j nnge crew... *
Jerry Bird, Jérome Bunker, Arnold Camfferman, Rob Colpus, Mitch Decouteau, Corrinne
Delbouille, TK Donle, lan Head, Paul Jansen, Alexis Perry, Ron Schaap, Derek Thomas

Your gla nes...
3 Twin Otters, 2 DC-3's, altitude 12.500 k. above Malindi, Kenya

Yﬁaur rice...
DAl 3,445.— including flight from London, fullboard stay in 3-star beach hotels near the
dropzone, 15 jumps and parties every night (discount for non—jumpers)

FOR MORE INFO/REGISTRATION PLEASE CONTACT KENYA BOOGIE,
N.Z. Voorburgwal 130, 1012 SH Amsterdam, Netherlands, tel & fax () 31 20 262713



SPORT PARACHUTIS T NN

3. A Short Christmas Jale

pine-log fire scattered their By Filwels
amber light across the snow
and into the chill night that
closed in all around.......

Dasher stretched out, gazed mood-
ily into the embers and gave a discon-
tented sigh.

Dancer stirred and looked
U e “A penny for your
thoughts Dasher” he offered, quizzi-
cally.

Santa Claus was snugin his bed, conservingenergy forthe annual task, but not all his reindeer were Y-
so relaxed.

“A penny for your thoughts ?’ countered Dasher, “I don't think that trepidation is a marketable
commodity”. o

“Well, what are you trepidded about 7’ asked Dancer, who's level of eloquence was roughly as
state-of-the-art as his aerodynamic contours.

2
.

DD
D QLED

“Surely you’ve thought about what’s going to happen over the next few days leading up to
Christmas” groaned Dasher.

8
b

“We'll be struggling all the way up to twelve grand so that the Guv’nor can do his high-altitude
parachute lobs, then he’ll jump out shouting ‘Get down quick, we’ve got all those presents to deliver
and we're behind schedule already !"”.

D3

Dasher rubbed the side of his head, “Last year’s rapid descents at nearly free-fall speeds, gave me
earache ‘till Easter”.

D:

)
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“Itcould have been worse”, said Dancher comfortingly, “Remember when he got
started on the craze ? He’d found a copy of Charlie Shea’s ‘Sport Parachuting’
amongst the presents and was soon doing static-line jumps ! Do you remember that
?”.  “Remember 7"  spluttered Dasher, “How could I ever
forget ? He'd jump out, and the jerk would send us -careering N
all over the sky !”. “ That’s no name to -
call the Guv’'nor !” said Dancher in

hushed tones, “..... But then again,
perhaps it is”.

D
bidalik s Ltk
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“Anyway, how could it have been
worse ?” queried Dasher.

“You must recall his first static-line exit”
prodded Dancher, “...when he made the
break-tie to strong and sent us all plummeting
earthwards !.

We were down to 800 feet before he deployed
his reserve, then we all had to gallop like stink,
towing him behind us, to save him from hitting
the trees !”.

Dancher paused and adopted a slightly less
relaxed posture to deliver the punch line. “...It was
then that he could have developed a taste for
Paracending !”.

It will never be known whether the colour actually drained
from Dasher’s face, but his expression changed from indignation, through terror, to wonderment, and on to sheerrelief.

They both settled down, gazing into the glowing logs, and feeling slightly less treppidded.




GW JUMPSUITS
A Tradition of Quality / N\

SIX SIZES...AND A MULTITUDE
OF STYLES AND COLOUR
COMBINATIONS

Direct from Europe’s Largest Manufacturer.

WRITE OR PHONE TODAY
FOR BROCHURE s.AE.

21, STONYACRES, YETMINSTER, NR. SHERBORNE,
DORSETDT96LT
Telephone: Yetminster 872484

SUPPLIERS TO THE RED DEVILS

INSURANCE
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA
INSURANCE BROKERS

High St.. Wombourne, Nr Woiverhampton WVS 3DN
Tel: Wombourne 892661 (STD 0902)

Aircraft
Sllencers

Low Noise Srbncers fmod to
standard exhaust systoms

i
* dramatic noise raducﬂon

% simple installation
* light mgm mn

e

Skycraft Servuces Limited 1s00H
Tel. 0763 852150 Fax.0763 852593
Albany House, Litlington, Cambridgeshire

.3

rRAP

HAND MADE IN THE FINEST
CUSTOM LEATHER WITH
FASTEX FASTENER AND...

OPTIONAL ; DYTTER HOLES &
PATTERNED LININGS. [— 3

£95. |

AALS

SEND OR CALL FOR FORM TO;

—

RICHARD LINE (#aTs)

57 CAPEL ROAD FOREST GATE

LONDON E7 OJP ' Visa
* Mastercard

(08115550247 . access

_* Eurocard

[ British
Parachute
Schools

Langar Airfield, Langar, Nottingham. Tel: (0949) 60878

Courses now offered:
Static Line Round
Static Line Square - RAPS

Progression jumps and WARP encouraged

AFF courses and Tandem jumps.

Unrestricted
Altitude

Cessna 206
BN Islander

OPEN EVERY DAY Bunkhouse
Visitors welcome

Pit

Cafe

Bar

Camping
Area




1.2.3.4..5..6..7..8..9..10 YEARS

Oh no ! Not another story about someone who has just got cat8 you may say.
But just a minute everybody, this time it’s different, because it’s all about ME
and anyway, someone out theré may be interested, So, if you are all sitting
comfortably, I'll begin.

Well, it all started way back in 1980 and like many other peopleI suppose, ittook
me a long time to actually get around to doing my first jump. I'd been thinking
about it for some time and when I read an article which said “Don’t just think
about it, do it now”, it prompted me to fill in the paperwork and once having
enclosed the money, well, I was finally committed.

Ten years does seem rather a long time to get to cat 8 doesn't it, although I'm
sure it's not a record and I can tell you that there were times when | thought 1
would never make it. But perhaps because of my circumstances too, I can under-
stand how difficult it may be for others to stay in the sport. However, for the
benifit of anyone out there who feels like giving up, don’t, because if I can make
it, then so can you and the feeling of achievement is well worth waiting for.

Now, looking back, can YOU remember what your first jump was like
...(parachute jump I mean you dirty minded lot). Well, 1 bet you were telling
everyone about it for weeks afterwards and boring the pants of them.

So was I and needless to say, I was bitten by the bug and wanted more, but
unfortunately, due to a foot injury, was unable to jump again for twelve months.
Therewere other lay-offs along the way too which didn’t exactly help my progres-
sion, but with a large family and mortgage etc., what can you expect; you do what
you can. l understand how these things can effect student retention and I haven't
even mentioned the weather yet !

My early training was done at Shobden and I have some very happy memories
of those times. You know, the parties, the atmosphere and the people, those kind
of things. They were great days and 1 was sorry to learn the club had closed
recently. There were sad times too and in particular I will never forget Saturday
12th September 1982 when 42 skydivers lost their lives in a helicopter tragedy at

Well I think I've rambled on for long
enough now and for all those would be
Skydivers out there I would just like to
say, don’t give up, nothing really worth-
while comes that easy ! Before I close I
would like to thank everyone out there
who has given me help and encourage-
ment along the way and of course most
recently everyone at Halfpenny Green
(plug again !!). With a special mention to
loverly Jill Arundell of Womans World
Record fame (well done Jill) and of course
our very own Tuba player ROSS, my
thanks to you. Finally I'd like to thank my
Mum for having me, Rosemary for not
having divorced me for being away all
week and then going away again at the
weekend, and lastly, I'd like to thank my
underpants for all the support THEY
have given me (not the same pair of
course).

All the best for 1991.
Graham Amies 084363
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Mannheim, West Germany. Among the victims were founders of Swansea
Skydivers, Frank Fonf’e and Paul (Kipper) Kibblewhite plus seven members of the
club. Most had previously jumped at Shobden. You can imagine how we felt
when we heard the news.

By October 1983 I had done 63 jumps and was on 20 second delays, but then
came a five year lay-off before I was able to return to the sport again (moving
house and changing jobs). Then after a retrain at Tilstock, I found my way down
to Halfpenny Green one Saturday, liked the operation and the Islander and
decided to stay !

Iknow whatit’slike to sitaround asastudent waiting for a chance togetajump,
but at Halfpenny Green you will be jumping more often than not and the Islander
does make a difference. So, if you are ever near the West Midlands come ondown,
you’ll meet some great people, a few characters and just love the place.

Now we have the plug (do I get a free jump D.T. ?) back to the story.... So, it
took me 108 jumps to get my cat 8 in May of this year (1990) and now I jump a
square and am allowed to make stand-up landings ! But what do I really know
about parachuting, well not much yet it seems, because the SKY IS THE LIMIT.
Having spent the last ten years getting to this stage, I find thatI have tostartlearn-
ing all over again and shake off those bad habits, you know, don’t fly like a plank,
learn to relax. They don’t call it Relative Work for nothing do they, it really is Hard
Work.

I've done 140 jumps now and realise there is so much tolearn with the sport, but
at least it’s not a race and everyone has the chance to progress in their own way.
If you want tohave a good laugh just have alook through my Log Book at some of
the comments, like “Very entertaining”, “Rolled around the sky” or “Freaked
out” if you see what I mean. I've done everything wrong you can think of.

For what it’s worth, I believe that the best way to progress is to pack in as many
as possible into a short space of time and that comes right down to money. For
anyone who can afford it, I would recommend going up to early Free-Fall under
the traditional cat system and then switching over to Accelerated Free-Fall. In this
way the student will learn the basic’s without getting into bad habits and would
then gain the confidence that comes from working with others and learning to fly
in a more relaxed body position. The use of a square parachute will allow the
student to jump more often too.
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FAVOURITE PICTURES ON VIDEQ

Send us your favourite slides or negatives (must be
35mm) & we'll put them on video (VHS, 8mm or High 8).

You can even mix your order. We can blow them up
by as much as 3 times and compensate for exposure
and colour. we only use quality video tape.

Up to 25 Slides 76-100 £29.50
and/ornegatives £10.00 | 101-150 £39.50
26-50 £17.50 | 151-200 £42.50
51-75 £2450 | Over 200 Call for prices.

Add £3 for 8mm, £5 for High 8.

Send your slides and negatives, with clear instruc-
tions, including which negatives not to tape. As a rule
we record each frame for about 5 seconds, and we cut
from one picture to the next without interruption.

For basic titles of up to two lines of 16 characters
each, add £1.50. For insurance add £1.00.

[ Al tapes and originals are returned Recorded Mail.
$ Sward Sports, 25 Hook Cottage, Hook, Swindon SN4 8EA.
Tel: 0793 854301.

Qry £

— Slides/Negs

— Titling i
P&P 2.00

insurance (1.00)
VHS/8mm (3.00)/High 8 (5.00)
ENZE  (Allpricesinc. VAT) TOTAL

Name
Address

Postcode Tel:

Please debTrmi iDL Y "oy M A = el W B
O e
Signature Expiry Date

Send your order with slides/negs and a cheque or P.O. to:
Sward Sports, 25 Hook Cottage, Hook, Swindon SN4 BEA.
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HIGH PERFORMANCE SQUARE CANOPIES

For some time we have witnessed some serious landing
accidents related to a predominant desire to impress the
onlooking crowds. Those accidents are caused by
voluntary and deliberate action.

As a designer and skydiver 1 am most concerned about the
misuse of canopy performance. as most parachutists have
understood, the extra performance is integrated to enhance
safety, but certain jumpers seem determined to use it in a
manner that is a little spectacular but always very dangerous.

Such persons, seemingly calm and prudent in their conduct,
may find themselves sweeping under their canopy as if they
have suddenly lost their brains, resulting in a 180° turn at 30
metres above ground level....

Having observed this attitude on the drop zones I undertook
a short study.

The precise goal, stronger than anything else, is to impress
friends by imitating skygods. In other words; when you don't
gain altitude during the flare your ability may be percieved as
mediocre or at least your technique has no style. To put it
bluntly; if you don’t take risks you are a zeroin the eyes of your
friends.

To this I would answer that many modern cars travel at 200
km/h or more. Owning such a car however doesn’t mean one is
a competant driver. Lots of people closely watch Formula 1
races, but they don’tconsiderthemselves to be PROST knowing
that such imagination could easily kill them.

This applies equally to the French 8-way team members who
give beautiful displays of flight competance. But they are true
competition professionals who make more than 700 jumps per
year which enables them to perform those manoeuvres without
hazard. On the other side it puts less competent and less experi-
enced jumpers at great risk if they try to copy the action.

When we take our analysis a bit further we recognise in the
majority of cases a basic lack of understanding of how a wing
acts. They certainly don’t know the results of a sudden action on
the steering toggles. If they understood, they would not do it.

What happens to a conventional square parachute when it
turns due to violent action on the steering toggles ?
1. Such action will push the air out of the cells the moment the
canopy banks and starts to turn.
2. Thus we see an under-pressurised canopy in horizontal
position while the altitude loss occurs. Don’t forget that the
suspended weightis the penalising element at all times.
3. Pressure regain depends on the position and behaviour of the
air inlets relative to the air current and the generalbankingangle
of canopy and jumper at that very moment. In addition it
depends on aggravating circumstances like the collapse of end
cells which will delay the regain of pressure and thus lift. Some-
times ,at this precise instant, the canopy may not be more than
a piece of fabric. The time needed to regain pressure may be
several seconds and, long as it may take, the canopy will never
fly without having regained pressure.
4. Upon regain of pressure the canopy produces lift again and
becomes steerable.

5.The canopy returns to its normal glidepath.

Naturally, during this manoeuvre the canopy is unsteerable;
after the violent toggle input it just drops out of the sky.

Based on my personal experience 1 recommend every
parachutist to try these different phases of flight above 500
metres, but never low to the ground.

The HOOKTURN manoeuvre

This action is called “sending it” in the French language. In
factit hasneverserved anything else than sending the jumper to
the hospital. The hookturn landing is extremely dangerous, no
matter what type of canopy, especially because the jumper
looses sight of his surroundings and he looses track of his
altitude.

The technique dates from the days when conventional fabrics
gained so much porosity that only this acceleration would bring
about an acceptable landing.

We recognised the need and developed the PF 3000 fabric to
eliminate the uncertitude forced upon us by the textile industry.
After that we designed the line of Blue Track canopies to integ-
rate performance superior to everything else on the sport
parachute market.

The behaviour, described below, is shown by all conventional
square parachutes. True, BT canopies demonstrate a better
ability to maintain pressure in the cells, allowing it to continue
true flight even in sharp turns withuot loosing steerability.
Those benifits translate to increased speed on the glide path.

More precisely those qualities allow the jumper to land with-
out a turn, minimising any risk and with a safety margin
unequalled by all other canopies on the market. No need to be
suicidal !

To initiate a turn under 50 metres is like opening your canopy
at 100 metres on purpose. Do you like the idea ? I think most of
us have left those times behind.

With every BT canopy we ship, we supply an owner’s manual
that contains valuable recommendations for canopy handling.
We suggest BT jumpers read it attentively and those who are
tempted to make hookturns should recall our cautions.

Live and enjoy the qualities of Blue Track up in the air to its
maximum. Then land in the pit with plenty of safety while your
fellow jumpers pay a visit to nearby farmers. Leave it to owners
of less performing canopies to take risks in an attempt to equal
your excellent landings and you will enjoy your BT many, many
jumps.

Play with its performance for your pleasure and comfort, use
its performance for your safety. This is what we had in mind
when we designed and manufactured your BT.

By the way, are you interested to taste more from the BT
cellars. So , take care of yourself !

Michel Auvray
Research and Development Manager
Parachutes de France SA

Michel Auvrayis an expert parachutist. He became an instructor
back in 1964. He has more than 8000 jumps and continues to
skydive and fly aircraft every week. He was a member of the
once famous RW team “ICARUS”, captained by Charlie Baum.
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4P Aeronaut 13,00 ft, white face. Wrist or chest mount. Includes wrist mount

49 Biackgp Red 4pBue QPPink . . ....... ... .. ... £49.95
4P Altimaster Il 12,000 ft, white face . . . ........... ...
4¥ Parachutes de France 13,000 f, black face. Includeswristmount . ... .. .. .. £85.00
4% Chest Pad foam pad fits all altimeters. Colour:. . . . . .. ... ............... £4.50
4% Chest Pad/Zak Knife as above with built in Zak knife. Colour: . . . ... ........ £7.99
4P 'U' Brackets atich Altimaster |l to chest pad (pairs) . . . .. .. ... ... £2 95
4 WristMount QP Al 11 P AL I ... ... .. ... £5.95

4 Alitude awareness safety devices that fit in helmet. Recommended to all ievels.
4P Dytter pulsating tone at preset height. Very loud

49 Red 4P Black P Biue WP TurqQuoise. . . . ... ..ot £117.9
W microhawk continuous tone. BIACK . . . . . ... ... ... £85.00
SIZES: W xsim é s(7.5 W 5!8 guﬂi W x5
4P Aircrew Close fitting unlined leather. Sensitive feel. Excellent for
all purpose use. 9P Black 4 Red 4P Navy 4P White . . . .. ............ £16.95
4% Thermal Thermal lined leather gloves with cuffs. Close fitting.
Ideal for winter. 4 Black i Red 4P Navy 4P White. . .. .. ........... £16.95
4% Gripfit Leather palm/Lycra back. Stretch fit. Fashionable
4% White palm and hot pink/turquoise back 4% Biack palm/back . . . . £16.9
4 Silk Inners Liners for gloves forextrawarmth . .. ... ... .. ... .. ... .. £6.95
4) Frapp Hat, handmade Handcrafteg quality leather. Custom size & colours.
Dytter holes. Clip fastener. Phone for stock ororderform . ... ............ £95.00
49 Frapp Hat, factory made Dytter holes. Clip fastener. . :
»s v L 9. BlackiPIBIEN F S sr il in oo sides £49.95
4P Protec Tough plastic helmet s M WL W xL
Colours 4p White 4 Red 4P Black 4 Royal Blue. ... .......... £34.9
4p Protec Liners 4 WhitelpS 4GpM  4pL  MPpXL............. £12.5Q
4 AirLens ClearLens Soft suede edges, wide stra&, high quality, comfy. Colour. . . £8.25
4% Kroop's Clear Lens Side vented. 4P Clear 4 Smoke
Trim Colours 4 Red 4P Black4p Blue 4P Hot Pink . .. ............. £4.75
4¥) Kroop's Over Eyeglasses A clear lens goggle for spectacle wearers.
Trim colours 4P Red 4P Black4fPp Blue 9P Hot Pink . ... ............ £8.50
4% Enamel Pin Badges DC3 (brooch) 4 Freefaller Tandem ... £3.50
4% Square side on 9P Square front on 4 Round (A/Con)
4% silver Earrings Square canopies Wside-oiP front-on PFreefaller . . . £7.98
49 Sliver Pendants Square canopies “fiPpside-orfiP front-on 4 Freefaller . . . £4.95
4% Watches Traditional alimeter design face. Swiss quartz movement. Black
A NGIDateL oLt L L £16.50 A WithDate Sl ol s vsimens £19.50
4 LogBook Holder Basic !arapack. 2 large, 2 saal ! pen pockets.
Hotiders for RW & CRW stamps. Padded. Colour: . ..................... £8.99
4% Log Book Holder, De Luxe As above with extra pockets and velcro fastening.
Fully padded. Cofour. . . I . £11.99
4 LogBook, 2 Jumps!Page ’Tradmonal"RW Iogbook Lots of |nfo PAPES. - i s =s £5.50
4 Log Book, 10 Jumps/Page Same information pages as above. . .. .. ........ £5.50
49 Faxlog Log Pages Logbook for 6-ring personal planner (ie Filofax). Info pages . . . £4.95
4% Faxlog 6-ring Folder High quality laminated 6-ring personal planner/binder. . . . . . £9.95
» Faxlog General Fillers Includes address, financial, diary, notes, information
sections and MUCh MOTe. . . .. ... ittt ittt it e e e e s £5.9
4 Faxlog Folder{Log Pages Combination of the 6-ring binderand the log pages . . . . . . . . £12.95
4 Folder/Filler/Log Pages As above with the fifler pack included. . . . . ........ £14.95gy
4 SelfInking Stamp R AP CR W = b ot o - v s £4.09
4 Mount Polycarbonate plate ! nylon!rackets for s!ills]vigeo!lm. Bmtec only. . . . £70.00
4 Newton Sight Lensinmountwith /4" rod .. ... ..................... £69.95
4% Stem/Universal Joint Stem fits to any helmet, joint connects stem to sight. . .. .. £24.50
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4P Jacknife 8"/20.5cmlong. Twinblades. ... ... .5 . ... ... ... ... .. ...
4P Jacknife, Spare Blades As above with Epare/blades/ Japisie g (LR e
4% Pouch for Jacknife Fit to jumpsuit arrig. Colour:. . . . ... ... ...........
49 Aluminium Hook Knife Same as Zak. Replaceabie blades . . ... ..........
4% Aluminium Hook Knife In Pouch. Colour . . ......................... £11.95
W Zak Knife Small single blade emergency knife. Also goodfor fishing!! . . . ... ..
’ Zak Knife withtapeandpopstud. . . . ... ...._ .. ... ... ... £349
W zakKnife InPouch CoOW™ .. . ... ... e £499

4P Packing Mat with Pocket Large size packing mat. Padded kneeiing area.

Packef “MSelRhbIdersit srliaet g ~mn ol - . o . w3 = B . B £9.99
4 Rig Bag with Pockets Padded shoulder straps. Carry handle. Large main pocket
+ plus smaller front pocket with 3 dividers. Packingtabs. ... ............. £39.99
4% Minl Parabag Lot of pockets, padded straps
4% Pop Top W Vector' Type. . .. ... ... £19.95
4% Custom Orders - tickfor order fororder form. .. ... ........ ... . £25.00
4P sandals, Strops (Thongs} Rubber sandals with ankle straps.. . . ... ........ £13.50
Colours 4% Bright4p Blue 9P Black

W 337 W 438 W5/39 Wejs W o741
W 8/42 9 9/43 W 10/2449P 1145 M 12/46

Sunglasses Cool and groovy brightcolours . . .. .. ....................
4% Tube Stoes, Plain 4 Standard W Microline. . ... ... ...
4% Tube Stoes, Coloured 4P Standard 4 Microline. .. ...
W wallet Hip Pocket Nylon wallets. Many colours including fuorescents
W RW 4 Canopy design. Colour . . . .......................

Sizes

HB - HARDBACK PB - PAPERBACK
» ’Filming the Impossible’ Adventure travel book by Leo Dickinson.
Includes some skydiving. 255 pagesPB&HB. . .. ... .. .. . .. ...... ... ..
'Anything is Possible’ 2nd adventure travel book by Leo Dickinson.
Includes skydiving. 225pages HB.. . . ... ....... ... ... ... o oo £14 95
» 'Skydiving in Eight Days' By journalist Miles Clark about AFF course.

Recommended to AFF students. 128 pages PB. . . ... .................. £7.95
4 'Guide to Sport Parachuting’ By Charles Shea-Simmonds.

Ideal for students. 144 pages HB.. . . .. ... .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ........ £12.50
4% Picture Library, Skydiving’ Full colour picture book including basic text.

$24panesiBY st Tre. S B B L. e e - e e e S £5.95
4% 'skies Call |, Il & I Full colour pictures in three volumes.

Approx 150 picspervolume HB. . . ... ...... ... .. .. .. ... ............ £12.50
4 'The Sky People’ History of parachuting by Peter Hearn. 200 pages HB . . . . .. £18.95

4% 5 Man Star Trailing Smoke.
Build-up to 126-way Record. .. ... . ...

4 Posters, 3' x 2' (3 types)
4P 24 Stack Record

4 ‘Flight of the Dream Team’ By Norman Kent. Narrated and ideat for
showing non skydivers. Superb skydiving footage . . . .
4 'From Wings Came Flight’ By Norman Kent.
Superb skydiving footage in exotic locations . . .. .. ........ .. ... ..
‘Nomian Kent Compilatlon' World Champion Air Bears.
Freakbrother Convention. Ride a Cloud. (Overanhour). .. ............... £19.95
49 WALLY GUBBINS - the flying comedian. Good fun, good stunts.

W The Right Wally' (I) » 'Wally, the Movie’ (ll)..... ... ... ..£2995
49 'The Wally Stuff' () ‘W *Wally Goes Tropical’ (V). . ......... £29.95
AL BOURMWAULYAVIDEDS). o el Sarars - 11t o o oot i . a2 il s £99.95
W 'Teach Yourself Skydiving' Visual guide for learning basic RW . . . ... ... ... £24.95
4 'Coaching the WARP System’ Visual guide for coaching basic RW
Includes aide-memoire booklet . . .......... ... .. ... . .. ... L. £29.95
49 The World Skydiving Championships . . . ... ........................ £19.95
W World CRW Championships 50 minutes TV programme
+ loads of training and competition jumps. 1 hrdSmins. . . ... ............ £29.95
» ’Anything Is possible' 3 1/2 hr TV progs on adventure by Leo Dickinson . . . . . . £19.99

Tel: 0793 854301
Fax: 0793 852452
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| enclose a cheque or please debit my Access/Visa/Mastercard Account No
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Name: :
Address: Post & Packing UK B;zg D: %ﬁi: GOODS £ “
Orders up (0 £20.00 £150 £250 £4.50 P&P £ :

pucL LM Home Tel No: Onders v £5000 | _ £3.00 | _£ao0 | £10.00 TOTAL ¢ 4
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The world final in freestyle was held at
‘Aggies over Texas’ on September 29th. This
little heard of drop zone is tucked away right
in the middle of Texas, halfway between
Houston and Dallas, in a university town.
Incidentally, there wasn’t asingleoil derrick,
herd of cows or John Wayne movie to be
seen. For this weekend the manifest was
moved from the small hanger, that
normally containsthe entire operation, tothe
airport offfices. In order to make sure they
had a big task on their hands they held the
freestlye in conjunction with the Texas 20-
way meet that had attracted 9 teams.
“Colonel Joe”, the DC3 from Coolidge and a
Twin Otter had been bought in to support
the local Cessna 182s and Twin Beech.

No more third hand apocryphal tales start-
ing “There’s a bloke at xoxxxx whos the best,
he can triple loop a one legged daffy so fast
he achieves negative speed, he goes back
up”. Anyone who was capable of putting
decent freestyle on video, and was willing to
have it judged was here, and we were going
to see on tape who really was the best. Unlike
RW, still pictures just cannot communicate
the skill or beauty of freestyle.

Friday was practice day, Saturday compet-
ition day, and Saturday evening; beer,
videos and awards at the local legion hall. At
the evening event, after a long hot competi-
tion day, some two hundred 20-way RW
skygods had drunk all the beer, booed,
jeered and derided the videos of each others
skydives. The 20-way prizes seemed to be
awarded, but who won what or why was
drowned out by the constant jeers. Mayhem
ruled, as Mike Michigan stepped fearfully
forwards through the baying hordes to
announce the freestyle videos. The jeers died
away to be replaced by a solid hush, ....what
was the reaction to be, derision or approval ?
The freestylers got ready to hide under the
tables. As the tape played the silence was
first broken by a few awed gasps, then by a
rising crescendo of applause, and soon each
new move was greeted by wild cheers of
approval. Freestlye had come of age.

This was the first competition in freestyle
and as such experimental in every way. The
originators of freestyle video had agreed to
be judges so as to encourage others to enter
and help get the event of the ground. Advice
had been taken from ice-skating and
gymnastics judging and the following
scoring system decided upon:-

Cameraman and Freestyler to be judged
as a team.

The routine could last up to 50 seconds
from exit and must include a Daffy, a T.
and a Double Loop; any move not easily
viewable on the video would not be
scored.

“Ride the Slide” or “Laid back in Texas”. Photo by Andi Duff.
Points to be awarded for:

Daffy 1-10, T 1-10, Double Loop 1-10,
Creativity 1-10

Camera Communication 1-10,

Team Control 1-10

Thejudges work was simplified by making
the competitors totally responsible for their
own equipment, manifesting, spotting and
even the weather. Grounds for protest or
rejumps quite simply did not exist.

After the competition this system was
much discussed. General opinion of the
competitors seemed to favour the scoring
being more like1-20 for Technical Merit, 1-20
Artistic Merit and 1-20 Compulsory Moves.
Camera work was more controversial, some
freestyle requiring the cameraman to stand
on his head and chase it, more static freestyle
allows for artistic angles. How then to score
camera work ? It needed to be a part of the
scoring, but should it have its own separate
section or should it be builtin with the frees-
tyle. This question may in the end be resol-
ved by the attitudes of the cameramen,
whether they wish to be treated as equals
and competitors, or as professionals being
the means by which it can be judged. There
was also quite a lot of interest in having two
or more rounds to the competition, with a
different routine to be done in each. This
would introduce more scope for the wilder
moves and also build up more tension before
the final round. The ‘no protests’ rule, com-
bined with several jumps to find the best
one, worked really well.

To add to the complications of running the
event an independent TV company was
taking films and interviewing us. This led to
some interesting landing styles, after all why
stop freestyle just because the canopy has
opened ? There’s nothinglike a TV camera to
bring out the extrovert in jumpers, as if they
needed any excuse. [” sure several exits were



rearranged to ensure onboard cameragot the
best profile. The in-air filming of the teams in
action was mainly done by Norman Kent and
Van Wideman, their expertise meant that no
complaints were necessary adout interfer-
ence with the freestyle. The footage they
obtained really showed up the skill and
anticipation required by the cameramen.
This also led to a rather unique lift of three
sets of a cameraman filming a cameraman
and freestyler; six cameramen, three
jumpers ! The programme had not been pre-
commissioned by any TV channel so there
was no bunce upfront unfortunately. After

the success of this one, perhaps next years

event will be all expenses paidin Bermuda ?

Friday, apart from practise, was spent
greeting old acquaintances, many from
Deland, and also wondering how good each
other really was. The variety of experience
was vast, in tunnel time from 0 to 100 plus
hours, in total jumps from 12 to 1200 plus,
and in videod freestyle jumps from 2 to 200
plus. The experience was all mixed up how-
ever so no one person was an obvious choice.
Some were rather reluctant, or shy, to have
others see them in action, but curiosity won
out. In the evening, after practise was over,
we got to see each others qualifying entries
and hear where we ranked. The womans
entries were of a very high standard and it
was also apparent that placings were going
to be tightly fought. The mens entries clearly
reflected their lack of jumps as cameramam
and freestyler, although large differences in
scores were posted it seemed likely this sec-
tion was wide open to the team with the best
improvement. Camera work was more
difficult to assess as some obviously had
enough on their plate just keeping the wilder
moves in frame. The plainer camera work
sometimes gave a better viewpoint, artistic
angles can be overdone and distracting.
Friday evening was mainly spent discussing
finer points and getting nervous.

Extra excitement was added by Joels
reserve ride. Not a special event in itself,
except for the action replay of the deploy-
ment that Sam has on his video, a close-up
without benifit of a zoom lens. Strange how
white Sam went every time we replayed it.

Saturday arrived and despite initial
manifest problems, shared cameramen, and
frayed nerves, everyone got their three
jumps done and their final entry handed in
by 5 o’clock. This was greatly assisted by the
willingness of the organisers to send up
planes half full, ever been in a DC3 with only
25 on board ? The competitors relaxed and
the judges began the hardest work of all. The
female section did indeed prove to be a tight
contest, one point separated first and
second. Cruel, but necessary. This was a
clean sweep for the USA, only Norway
providing any competition. The men
showed some startling improvements,

though still not up to the standard of the
female medal winners. Jeff Lewis filmed now
by Andi Duff had discovere poise to jump
from near last to Bronze. Joel Wade, with 100
hours in a wind tunnel and 12 jumps, had
with the filming and tuition of Sam Williams
doubled his number of jumps and disco-
vered control, leaping from last to a well
deserved Silver. Lukas Knuttson (ex Air-
Time) took full advantage of the in-air video
rules to take a clearly seen grip on the
competition, that no-one least of all the
judges denied him. He picked up a Gold with
the help of Andi Duff’s excellent camera
work. Andi Duff thus became a well chuffed
cameraman, having two medals hung orf
him in one event! This also gave the UK a
share of the medals previously unheard of in
international skydiving competition.
Though only one of us still'lives’ in the UK.
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Originators, innovators, very nice people
and judges:-

Mike Michegan

Deanna Kent

Norman Kent

THE TOP FIVE

Female Freestyle CameraWork

1st DaleStuart SteveScott USA/USA
2nd Christine Rivard Marty Cooper USAMUSA
3rd Mary Hankins Tony Loper USAUSA
4th Kathryn Omelchuck VanWideman USA/USA
Sth Kirsten Fossnes David Sundstrom Nor/Nor
Male Freestyle CameraWork

Ist Lukas Knuttson Andi Duff UK/Swiss
2nd JoelWade Sam Williams USA/UK
3rd JeffLewis AndiDuff UK/Swiss
4th BenKam JlJohnson USA/USA
5th JimPratt Sam Williams USA/UK

Plain hard work:-

Steve Haskett
Mary Hankins
Aggies Staff

If what you have seen on film so far,-has in
any way, mildly impressed you, then get to
see the tape of this competition. I guarantee it
will leave you breathless.

| S

Toyou to have read this far then either you
must be interested or everywhere has run
out of wet paint, so do you want an article on
how to learn freestyle, with
helpful hints and suggestions. ? Or would
you prefer me to stick my head up a dead
bears bum ?
Let me know............

Jeff Lewis D7869
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Photos by Seagull Picture Co.
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“Jumpmasters Nightmare”
by Chris Boylan

Polish Chopper Boogie 1990.

Steve Scott, John Parker and Paul Dixon exit from the MI6.
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Freefall Photographers Register ., moumon

Bruno Brokken took this shot of Adrian Thornton filming a skydive over Moorsele this year.

The last weekend of November saw an
informal gathering of BPA Judges and Freefall
Photographers at Netheravon. The discussion
between the two groups was about the
Primary use of Air to Air for judging at the
Nationals next year and the futaure. The use of
air to air as the primary judging tool has been
used for the last three years in the USA, and
alongside ground to air at the last World meet
with great success. Many competitions,
boogies etc. throughout Europe havealso been
using air to air. The opinion was unanimous
from out little gathering that now the time has
come to finally make definite plans for
officially setting up of Frimary air to air
judging in 1991. The use of air to air to judge a
competition leads us to more accurate scoring
of points (especially during the first
valuable few seconds from exit) fairness and a
more efficient system for a meet to run on.

The plan is to create a central pool of
qualified Freefall Photographers who could be
called upon to attend competitions and
ultimately be invited to the Nationals. It has to
be said that this pool of Freefall Photographers
will be of a very high standard, resulting from
a consistent filming style and technique, plus
being safe and disciplined
throughout.

The idea is to compile a register of Freefall
Photographers then hold “evaluation” courses
by the Judges at various venues and regional
competitions starting in the early part of next
year. The Judges stated they would be willing
to travel to centres to evaluate individuals on
request if they have situations which make it
difficult to reach the evaluation venues. Once
the Freefall Photographer has veen evaluated,
they would receive a specific qualification in
the form of a Certificate or a Licence similar to
the FAI Sporting licence. This would be
renewed on a regular basis rather like the
present Instructor rating renewal system. The
Judges also suggested that there could be
awards from them at the end of the Nationals
for the “most improved” Freefall Photo-
grapher and a Freefall Photographer “greatest
contribution to the meet”. These plans will be
proposed to the Competition Committee on
the 4th December and hopefully integrated
into the Competition system.

We want to encourage all Freefall Photo-
graphers fromnovices to the very experienced
to register. Some Freefall Photographers will
say we don‘t need to don’t want to be
evaluated and organised on thisbasis. We feel
there is a need for this qualification as the
Judges, Examiners and Instructors of all
disciplines have to be evaluated in some form.
It is notintended to intimidate present skilled
and capable or potential Freefall Photo-
graphers. The fact that there are some very
well known members of the skydiving
community who have the ability and wealth of
experience, this register is not to create
“Skygods”. The setting up of such a system
would also enable seminars and perhaps even
competitions to be held in the future, aswell as
the primary role of filming competitions. This
is one of the few disciplines which doesn’t
have any sort of teaching/passing on of valu-
able knowledge within the structore of the
sport. We all know that most poeple don’t like
to be bound by rules and reg’s, but to have
competitions etc. primarily judged efficiently
and professionally with the use of air to air, we
need to form a structure to build this on.

So to conclude, if you are interested in
supporting this valuable step, would you
please get in touch with either myself or
Amanda Kenny. There is also a provisional
“Standard Operating Procedure” for air to air
judging manual, if you would like a copy then
please send me an A4 size SAE. | would be
very interested in any comments, suggestions
from any Freefall Photographers, skydivers,

teams and OZ'’s on any of the above subject.

Amanda and myself would like to thank
those who managed to attend the gathering at
Nethers.

Remember we are not out to form a

regimented “clic” of eliteSkygods, buta group
of professional skydivers who work as part of

JUMPSUITS:
B RW
B CReW
B Style/Accuracy
B Freestyle
Bl Camera
®@ Thermal RW/CReW

Or write to:

For information and FREE brochure
please call: 0329 286716 (24 hours)

PO Box 101 - Fareham - Hampshire - PO16 0JE

an important team.
a A

DESIGNS




BETTER LATE THAN NEVER.....
RW NATIONALS 1990

plus GAP DZ -- “AN RW EUROPEAN CUP”

After reading last months SP and again re-
checking every corner for at least a list of
results, I realised that there was no info about
the 1990 RW Nationals. Well it did happen
allbeit a few months ago so here is an effort of
an article minus a few things thathappened as
it was so long ago.

Thanks. go initially to Peterborough
Parachtfte Centre for their excellent aircraft
and facilities, also to the judges who tirelessly
sat for hours in front of busily transitioning 4
and 8 way teams.

There were 24 four way and 5 eight way
teams all rounds of which were finished
thanks to facilities and weather. The 4 way was
expected to be a close fight as the Red Devils
had made about 400 training jumps whereas
“Air Time” (another bunch of hopefulls) had
only managed a mere 115 prior to the nation-
als. However afteronly a few rounds there was
a definite split with “Air Time” taking the lead.
During the meet “Air Time” broke the British 4
way record with a 13 in time and subsequently
went on to break it again with a 14! The battle
for bronze developed into a close fight
between Matrix, Red Devils Red and The Not
Responsible Toy Company, however the final
round saw The Toy Company keeping their
lead. The 8 way result was also a surprise as
the Freds had made a number of practice
jumps whereas “Air of Responsibility” (Air
Time and Toy Co) had only one jump together.
Akiro came a loud third.

Prize giving courtesy of Tom Oxley and
Chris Donaldson was held underneath the
same glorious blue skied that had graced the
entire meet. The Freds Red and Black plus Toy
Co. and Air Time got together for a real nice 16
way to finish the competition.

Thanks also to the Engineers and
HHHHFFFUUURRR for advice on the best
way to sport a bin liner and 40z of baby oil.

Nationals scores:

4 way

Air Time: 116

Red Devils black: 92
The Toy Co.: 73
Red Devils Red: 68
Matrix: 67

RCI: 57

Air Affair: 48
Point25: 48

Instant Karma: 47
Akiro: 47

Qua Sumus: 41
Babalas: 37
Reformation: 36
Slug Bros.: 36
Surface Tension: 34
Simplicity: 32
HHFFURR: 30

Big Ears & Friends: 20

8 way

Air of Responsibility: 70

Red Devils: 51

Akiro: 35

Slug Bros: 30

“Can’t Remember Name”: 25

Following on:-

Being an “off” year for RW there was no
official World Meet, however, Gap adrop zone
in the French Alps were to host a “European
Cup”. Therefore Air Time and The Toy Co. as
4 and 8 way champions decided that even
without BPA funding they would attend.
Although a Curopean Cup the Golden Knights
showed up which meant that along with the
Russians and French it was providing to be
quite an exciting meet. The Golden Knights
had easily won last years W Meet, however it
was expected that theFrench 8 way would give
them a decent fight this year. The Knights
however easily won the 8 way with the French
doing some very uncharacteristicly low scores,
the Russians never seemed to be happy with
the Pilatus exit and ended up quite a way
behind the French.

In the 4 way hot favourites were the French,
their team is only 50% of the original TAG
team, they have however been training all
year.The USA team consisted of 3 Knights and
Jack Jefferies (Deland Gang) these were an
untrained team but due to their experience
level gave the French a close fight ending up
only a few points behind. The French seemed
to have an inordinate amount of trouble with
the leglocks.

SPORT PARACHUTIST I

Aircraft used were Pilatus for the 8 way and
Pilatus and Twin Otter for the 4 way. Air to
ground video was used to great effect with a
massive screen being made available to the
competitors and spectators. Most competitors
were housed in local farmhouses.

How did we do? The 8 way score was no
different from our nationals, to be expected as
we had no training jumps. In the 4 way we
managed 1 point less than our Nationals
average again we had no time for any more
training. The scoreing on both events was
slightly different to normal with the judges
starting the watch after 5 seconds or when the
first point was broken, this meant thatin the 4
way we would launch a starhang onto it fora
couple of seconds and then ransition to the
first point, we figured that this gave us 1 point
less per round. In the 8 way 5 seconds does not
make any difference as even the best teams
were buildin%l their first points in approx 6-7
seconds. In the 4 way we were happy to end
up only 1 point behind the Russians.

On a Paragliding expedition in between
rounds 9 and 10, one foolish member of Air
Time (me) managed to put themselves in
hospital for 9 days, fortunately we had an
alternate and StuartMeacock did a great job on
round 10.

Air Time:

Tony Uragallo
Chris Lynch

Kevin Hardwick
Pete Allum

Alt: Stuart Meacock

Toy Co.:
Derek Thomas
Fred Ryland
Kevin Macarthy
Debbie Allum

Photo’s by Stuart Meacock
Article by: Pete Allum.
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« KEIT STORE..

PURYEYORS OF THE FINEST PARACHUTING EQUIPMENT

The Airfield, Headcorn,Kent TN27 9HX
Y Tel 0622 890 967 Fax: 0622 891 236

NEED NEW GEAR ? OR LOOKING FOR ADVICE ON YOUR
FIRST SET OF KIT ?

Then swoop down to Headcorn and find Rob Colpus or Sarah Brearley at the KIT STORE

7
/

NEW and in STOCK
_, The HOT new con-
. J cept in Ram-Airs

We aim to help

you select the .

kit thats right WE ARE AGENTS FOR
for you and PD
your Bank PISA
balance. NATIONAL
Our advice is PRECISION
based on 16 yrs R GLIDEPATH
of experience, not only as ‘?;k . PARACHUTES DE FRANCE
Dealers, but as Jumpers, \““\ i THOMAS SPORTS

Instructors and

@ — SYMBIOSIS SUITS
Competitors. S

b SUNSHINE FACTORY
|t And others

DID YOU KNOW ?

You could have a
SWIFT Square Reserve
for just over £400.

iy

We're on a Major
Drop Zone, so you
can jump our
Islander

and try your new
Kit straight away.

We have a large stock
of Canopies, Rigs and
accessories on our

F shelves at the "STORE"
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* DEAR MemBER,
THE SALE OF TEN
ACReS OF THE D.Z.
10 PROPERTY
DEVELOPERS, MEANS
A New AIRCRAFT

FoR THE CLuB /7

“A TurBO-VET,
SUPERCHARGED,
ROCKET-ASSISTED
Piatus PorTER
WitH %
AFTER- BURNERS /

GooD FoRTUNE,
PLEASE ACCEPT THIS
CHRISTMAS PRESENT

FOR USE ON THE
NEW AIRCRAFT 7

Frlwelz

OH GReAT,
A Neck Brace !
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20th World Parachuting Championships 1990

The team arrived in Bled on Thursday, 6th
September 1990, the day before the official
start of the 20th World Parachuting
Championships in style and accuracy.
Everyone was buzzing after an e¢xtremely
successful training camp in Czechoslovakia
and hoping for good results. It all started off
well when it became apparent that the organi-
sation, accommodation and facilities were
excellent. This was confirmed by the three
judges who had arrived some days previous.
The delegation comprised of John Hitchen,
Head of Delegation, Team Members Les Car-
rol, Tim Andrews, Geoff Chamdler, Steve Tre-
ble, Barry Henderson, Cheryl Smyth, Caroline
Apps, Debbie Card, Fran Gannon and Kath
Andrews. Alan Dumbell and Esther Reynolds
were travelling reserves. Doc Flyn and Bob
King were judges with Jo Scott as trainee judge

Bled, situated as it is in the Northern
Mountains of Yogoslavia, provided the most
spectacular setting and scenery anyone could
wish for, but the mountains with their unpre-
dictable wind conditions also proved to be the
shattering of many a dream at this world meet.

The Competition proper started on Saturday
8th September, with the girls doing their first 3
rounds of Accuracy and the men their first 2
rounds of Style. Saturday also saw the end of
Esther and Alan’s World Championship
Competition, bar from a few W.D.l. loads.
Evenif one of the Team had suffered an injury
they would not have been allowed to step in as
alternate, as the rules cover that the fifth
member of each team, with the throwaway
score system, is in fact the alternate.

Everyone felt for them both at this state but
especially Esther who as a seasoned Interna-
tional Competitor is well known on the circuit.
I think she lost count of the number of times
she was asked “Why aren’t you jumping
Esther?”. However, both contributed to the
smooth running of the week, assisting Hitch,
and Esther’s coaching to the girls was
constructive and appreciated.

Now to the jumping. The end of day one and
Round 3 saw Caroline on 0.02 and looking
good and confident, highly placed in the
Senior and Junior event. Team Leader Cheryl
was also looking confident, only her foot
placement letting her down to give a total of
0.09. Fran had an uncharacteristic slip in
Round 2 to leave her on 0.19 with one disc
while the two new girls to major competition
appeared to let the big competition nerves get
to them, leaving the team score disappointing
and the girls drawn in the early stages for
Round 4.

The men completed their first 2 Rounds of
Style on the first day. The huge video screens,
in marquees open to the public, making the
unofficial timing and judging easier but
leading to mounting speculation before the
publiction of the official scores, We knew that
Les was in the high é’s and zooming but what
would they geek him?? We also knew that the
competition would be fierce with quite a few
jumpers in the high 5’s and low 6’s and to the
untrained eye looking clean. Geof, Barry and
Steve all looked about the same with Tom not
farbehind.

Bled - Yugoslavia
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The next day and the official times
confirmed this but they had given Les a
massive 2.20 geek on Round 2, taking him
from 6.68 to 8.88 for that round and 16.50 for
the two rounds. It was asking a lot to come
back from that in this level of competition.
Round 3 of Style left the positions unchanged
so that none of the men made the final. They
might all say they were disappointed but they
shouldn’t be. They acquitted themselves well
in an intensely competitive field against full
time parachutists who have done thousands of
jumps and hundreds in training back to back.
Indeed, Gary Mahler, U.S.A. did over 1,000
training jumps prior to the U.S.A. Nationals
and he only managed 34th. 1t’s tough at the
top!!

The Ladies Style saw the emergence of three
potential new stars in Caroline Apps, Kath
Andrews and Deborah Card. Caroline’s Style
followed on from h er excellent start in Accu-
racy, and Kath shook off her disappointing
Accuracy to turn in some excellent times for a
first competition. Deborah pushed the old
campaigner, Cheryl (Mother Goose) hard and
was within 0.31 of a second of her, with Fran
not far behind. I will let the times speak for
themselves without going into great detail so
as not to bore the uninitiated too much.
However, again none of the girls made the
final.

The Men’s Style was dominated by the
French and Russians and the Ladies by the
Eastern bloc countries. We can only speculate
what will happen with the collapse of the
Easern bloc countries and a Unified Germany
and whether the emerging countries will
continue with State sponsores sport.

Now, back to the Accuracy. The men got off
to a bad startin Round One. Their team total of
9 cents, very respectable in any other
company, putthem 3rd frombottom out of 28

i

The British Team.

teams; with Austria. The next seven rounds
saw them struggling to redress this situation,
eventually ending up 24th after 8 rounds and
the conclusion of the Team event. There were
some individual success stories along with
way, however, a team total of 55 cents, after
the 8 Rounds, does not compare to a total of 5
cents for the eventual Team Champions
France, or 6 cents for the two runners up, West
Germany and Czechoslvakia, separated by a
team jump off.

This standard of Team jumping invites no
other comment, suffice to say it was awc
inspriring. Our Best Individual, Les Carrol,
achieved a 5 cents Individual Total after 8
Rounds, yes the same as France’s Team Total,
however this was an excellent result for Les as
it included six D.C.’s Back toBack and a 3 cents
on Round 8, which was the disaster round for
the whole team; more on that shortly. 5 cents
was sufficient to put Les into the semi-final an
excellent achievement in this standard of
competition. However his 0.02in Round 9 was
not enough to get him into the final. If it was
any consolation, even if he had got a D.C. in
Round 9, this still would not have got him in
Round 10, as thetop 24, which was the cut off
for the final, were all on 0.04 or below. Well
done Les, an excellent achievement and
congratulations to you.

Also congratulations to that old campaigner,
Tim Andrews, whose 13 cents, including 3
D.C.’s over 8 Rounds, put him second among
the British men, not bad for a man who's forty
something, struggling to give up smoking!!

I will make no other comment on the
individual scores which speak for themselves,
other than the disasterous Round 8 which
requires some explanation. Hprrendous wind
and thermal conditions saw three of the team
all arrive at the pad virtually at the same time.
There was little if anything anyone could do
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about it, Steve Trebble, conscious thatLes was
on for a semi-final place, only took a half-
hearted shot at the pad, then veering off to
take 0.16. Les, no doubt aware of two other
canopies close to him, did well to get 0.03.
Shortly after this the competition was halted
for the day, the rest of the field jumping in
much better conditions the next day. Still, as
Les commented later, “That’s Competition”.

The eventual winner and World Champion
was a Yugoslavian, Branko Mirt, jumping in
front of his home crowd, and I mean crowd, as
the specially built spectator stands were filled
to absolute capacity. A wonderful achieve-
ment for him, made even sweeter by the fact
that he did it by getting 10 Dead Centres back
to back, the first time this has been achieved on
the electronic 5 Cent. pad. Needless to say the
crowd went berserk and he was carried
shoulder high around the drop-z'one by his
jubilant fans.

When things eventually died down there
was a jump off for second and third between
four competitors, all on 0.01! after 10 Rounds.
The jump off was on to the 3 Cent. pad and
saw Razomazov Russsia, take Silver, and
Martin, West Germany, bronze. Sympathy
has got to go to Eric Lauer of France who was
on nine D.C.’s up toRound 9, thendropped 5
Cents. in the final, which put him down in
22nd position!!

The Girls Accuracy ended in Round 8, with
none of the girls making the semi-finals. The
team position was 14th out of 18 on a total of
134 Cents. compared to the winners Czechos-
lovakia’s total of 15 Cents. Russia took Silver,
and East Germany the bronze. The Eastern
European cxountries thus dominating the
female competition both in Style and
Accuracy.

A disappointing result for the ladies when
compared to two years ago in Sweden when
they came ‘best of the rest’ in the team event
achieving fourth position. However, it must be
stated that this team had three newcomers to
world competition in Caroline, Debbie and
Kath, and indeed Caroline and Debbie were
also juniors. It is in this that congratulations go
to Caroline Apps fer coming 29th out of 98
competitors and 5th out of 21 juniors, with a
total of 20 Cents. [ will let the results speak for
themselves but suffice to make comment that
the winner of the Juniors, Olga Lepezind from
Russia also won the Senior Style and has over
4,500 jumps?!

Before signing off congratulations must also
go to Sreco Medven and his team for organis-
ing one of the best Style & Accuracy World
Meets that most of the delegation can
remember and for the forward vision to turn it
into a truly spectator sport for the general
public, which must be the way forward for
Style and Accuracy into the nineties. | only
wish we in Britain were not so far behind the
rest of Europe.

Also congratulatons to the travelling
supporters from Czechoslovakia whose
endless football type songs, chants and flag
waving amused everyone, to Bob King for

etting the loudest cheer at the presentation
or the judges at the final Banquet (everyone
loves our Bob), to Doc Flyn for being asked to
present the medals at the final award
ceremony (recognition at last), to Jo Scott for
achieving her International rating (well done
Jo). To John Hitchin for his work as Team
Manager and getting on all the W.D.1. loads,
thus doing more jumps thananyoneelse at the
meet (Jump Hog), and finally to Barry
Henderson for his dress sense at the final
Banquet (see photo).

Cheers
A Travelling Mustgetbeer.

Cheryl Smith on finals.

ACCURACY - FEMALE

i

e

Hendo ‘Camping’ it up.

STVLE - FEMALE

Pos  Name Nat Total Pos Name Nat Total
1 Elena Vinogradova URS 2 1 Olgalepezina URS 27.90
2 Denise Bar DOr 3 2. DeniseBar DDR 28.42
3. LaiXiaola CHI 3 3! JanaKocarkova CSR 29.00
4, Katrin Sperschneider DDR 5 4, Tatjana Vojnova URS 29.03
4 Claudia Gratzer SWI 5 5. Tamara Kachan URS 29.27
4 Isabelle Carjuzaa FRA 5 26. Caroline Apps GBR

29. Caroline Apps GBR 20 46. Katherine Andrewes GBR

53, Cheryl Smith GBR 30 54, Cheryl Smith GBR

66. Francesca Gannon GBR 39 56. Deborah Card GBR

87. Deborah Card GBR 63 59. Francesca Gannon GBR

96. Katherine Andrewes GBR 103

ACCURACY - MALE STVLE - MALE

Pos  Name Nat Total Pos  Name Nat Total
1 Branko Miri YUG 0 1. Franck Bernachot FRA 26.04
2 Sergie Razomzov URS 1 2. Sergeilanskov URS 26.27
3 Werner Martin FRG 1 3 Christian Lubbe FRA 26.85
4, Roman Pogazar YUG 1 4. SergeiRazomazov URS 27.02
4 AndreHeinze DDR 1 b} EricLauer FRA 27.05
6. ThomasAngerer ITA 2 48, LesCarroll GBR

41. LesCarroll GBR 7/ 76. Adrian Chandler GBR

79. TimAndrews GBR 13 77. Barry Henderson GBR

115.  StephenTreble GBR 30 79. StephenTreble GBR

125.  BarryHenderson GBR 39 90. Timothy Andrews GBR

125.  AdrianChandler 39

Compiete system ready to jump. 150 jumps.
Teardrop, light grey and silver with floures-
cent green pinstripes. Main Canopy coe-d
170 reserve phantom 22, never used, acid
tested. Throwaway. Suit small jumper or

lady. Excellent condition £900 o.n.o.
Contact Joanneat AlrCare on 051 709 4807
or Langar weekends 0949 60878

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS

VECTOR: royal blue with sliver etching.
MAVERICK: main 8 Phantom 24" reserve
(fully acid tested). Packing mat.
{ am leaving the sport of parachuting due to
other commitments. The kit is immaculate
and hardly used. £1000.00 - offers consl-
dered for quick sale. :

Ring Simon 0462 711327 after 5 p.m.

Complete system ready to jump. Zerox
copy, charcoal grey wih yellow trim. Main
canopy coe-d 190 reserve x175R(square)
throwaway, 100jumps. Also other kit for
sale. Contact Nick at Alr Care

on 051 709 4807

or Langar weekends on 0949 60878

More Class Ads
on page 48
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Judging the 20th World Parachute Championships

John Hitchen asked me to write a short
report for the magazine about my experiences
as a judge at the 20th World Parachute
Championships held recently in Bled in
Yogoslavia.

The article is written for those readers who
have not yet been involved in parachuting
competitions but may enjoy a description of
what these championships are about, who
may attend and how they are judged.

Bled is historically importantin the sport of
parachuting at the host of the firstever World
Parachuting Championships held in 1951 at
the beautiful Alpine Flying Centre at Lesce
airfield near Bled in Yogoslavia.

From 1951 until now, competitor’s abilities
have been tested in two disciplines; the first
involves control of a parachute in a precision
landing event called accuracy; the second
involves control of ones body in an individual
free fall event called style. The results of these
two performances are combined using a
formula to produce the most coveted title in
oursport, thatof World ParachuteChampion.

World Championships in the two invidual
disciplines have been run bi-annually from
1954, with different nations hosting them.

Bled held the 10th W.P.C. in 1970 and
currently the 20th W.P.C. between the 3rd and
the 17th September 1990.

Any nation which has an Aero club as
member of the Federation Aeronautique Inter-
nationale (FAI) may send a team to compete in
a World Championship.

A team consists of up to 10 competitors, five
men and five women, who compete separately
in the two events. The abilities tested in 1951
are still tested today; though the events, the
rules and the methods of measuring a
competitor’'s performance have evolved
considerably.

The modern (classical) accuracy event
consists of eight accuracy jumps each made as
a five-person team jump from an altitude of
1100 metres. Each score made (the distance
between the landing point and the target) is
accredited to the individual making it, and the
best four scores are totalled in each round to
become the team score.

A 9th and 10th accuracy jump (semi-final
and final) is madeby the top 25% and 12.5% of
competitors respectively, who then jump from
800 metres as individuals.

In 1951 accuracy jumps were made into an
open field and distances from a central point
(target) were measured to 100 metres. Any
competitor landing further than 100 metres
from the target received a maximum measure-
ment of 100 metraes.

In 1970 parachutist attempted tolandona 10
centimetre diameter disc placed in the centre
of 5 metres of soft sand which in turn was the
centre of a 50 metre pea gravel pit
Competitors were then only measured to 25
metres.

The men'’s accuracy event in 1970 was won
by Donald Rice of the U.S.A. with a total
distance of 12 centimetres for four jumps and
the women’s event by Zdena Zarybnicaka
from Czechoslovakia with a total distance of 30
centimetres.

Had Donald repeated this performance
twice in 1990 to accumulate 24 centimetres
over 8 jumps, he would have placed 105th in

the modern men’s accuracy event and Zdena
would have finished 77th in the women's.

Such has been the improvement in
parachuting technology and techniques over
the last 20 years.

The gymnastic event called “Style”, is run
from an altitude of 2000 metres (6600 feet or
about 1.25 miles above ground). A competitor
is permitted to fall to an altitude of between 700
and 800 metres before opening a parachute
during which time he must perform a
prescribed set of manoeuvres as swiftly and
precisely as he can. Safety regulations
concerning the opening altitude for
parachutes vary between Nations but the WPC
regulations for this competition state that a
person’s parachute must be fully opened by an
altitude of 500 metres above ground.

The set of manoeuvres for 1990 were identi-
cal to those of 20 years ago and consisted of a
total of six manoeuvres, two 360 degree turns
made with thebodytorsohorizontal facing the
ground followed by a backward somersault
followed by another two turns and a second
somersault. The competitor’s scorae is the time
taken from the start of the first manoeuvre to
the completion of the last with time penalties
added for imprecision. In 1970 three jumps
were made whilst in 1990 a fourth final jump
was added for the top 20% of competitors.

Whilst style has not quite equalled the
staggering advance of the accuracy event,
better understanding of body aerodynamics
and techniques have improved performances
considerably.

The men’s gold and silver medal perfor-
mances of Aleksej Jacmenev (Soviet Union)
and Josef Pospical (Czechoslovakia) in 1970
would just have made the top 20% of
competitors who jumped in the 1990 style
final.

The winning average time for making six
manoeuvres in 1970 was 7.42 seconds where as
in 1990 an average time of 6.51 seconds gave
Franck Bernachot (France) the gold medal.

The fastest lady in 1990 was Olga Lepezina
(Soviet Union) with an average time of 6.975,
faster than the quickest man of twenty years
ago, and a full two seconds faster than the
winning lady Valja Zekoreckaja (Soviet Union)
of 1970 who averaged 9.04 seconds.

Caroline Apps from Great Britain finished
this year in 26th place with an average time of
8.32 seconds, nearly three quarters of a second
faster than the World Style Champion of 20
years ago.

29 Nations attended the 20th World
Parachute Championships and 24 of them
elected to send a judge.

I was lucky enough to be the one Britain
chosen and hence embarked on a trip that was
to be particularly nostalgic to me as I had
already visisted Bled in 1970 as a competitor
with the British Team. With me was Johanne
Scott who was also attending as a trainee.

All judges were required to arrive three days
before the competitors in order to be briefed
and hopefully become a well practiced
orking unit before the start of the competition.
For the duration of the competition each judge
gives up his or her national identity to become
part of an international team pledged to
administer the competition rules without bias
or favour to anyone. The judges “hotel”
together, but separate from the competitors.

The organizers, in conunction with the FAl
had already made a number of judging
appointments in advance of the competition.
The first appointment was that of Helmut
Schlecht from West Germany who was to be
Chief Judge. He was given two assistants b
the organizers, Victor Kupljenik and Milica
lkicki both from Yogoslavia whose tasks were
to ensure that all of the technical equipment
necessary to run the events was in position
and in good working order.

Roger Flinn of Great Britain was.selected to
run a training seminar, alongside the judging
team, to enable trainee judges to obtain an FAI
qualification.

Fritz Wegerer was appointed safety officer.

The first task of the Chief Judge was to
nominate event judges who would organize
and oversee the manning of the various tasks
necessary in the two events. His choice was
Dieter Dustig from East Germany for the Style
event and Bruce Wicks from the USA for the
accuracy, both of whom turned out to be first
class selections. The second task was to brief
all judges and bring them up to date with the
latest rules and regulations. Rules change
every year and whilst these changes are
cirulated to all nations it is surprising how
interpretation or implemention of a single rule
may vary betwen nations. It is therefore
necessary to have a comprehensive discussion
to try to ensure that all are thinking along the
same lines.

In 1988 judges with the highest marks from
the test were assigned explicitly to the style
event with the rest of the judges being
assigned to the accuracy. Since the accuracy
event was run on the main airfield and the
style carried out 2.5 km away, the practical
result of passing the style selection was to be
banished from the airfield and locked in a
blacked out video room for 10 days of social
solitude. On the other hand those who failed
the test, enjoyed 10 days of fresh air and good
company, meeting and socialising with
competitors from all parts of the world.

All but three judges in 1990 achicved the
required standard set by the FAl and the three
judges that missed, did so only by a few
points. The best result was achieved by Beijo
Aittomaki from Finland.

The jury agreed that alljudges obtaining the
FAl standard could take part in the style event
which meant that all but three judges could be
rotated on a shift principle between the two
events.

This ruling made judging the 1990 WPC a
much more stimulating and satisfying experi-
ence for all of us.

After the briefing there was a bus trip to the
airfield to inspect the accuracy landing arca
and equipment, and then later the style land-
ing area and equipment.

The 50 metre pit of 1970 was stil the target
area for 1990. 20 years ago judges knelt in the
sand and estimating a competitors landing
point by eye, placed a metal stake (fichette) at
the point of touch down. They then measured
the distance from the centre with a tape. For
this meet the centre 5 metres of sand was
covered with a circular cushion 5 metres in
diameter and 40 centimetres thick, rather like a
high jumpers landing cushion. In the centre of
the cushion was a circular electronic pressure-
sensitive mat which automatically registered a
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jumpers landing point and displayed it on an
electronic score board placed attheedge of the
pit. The central disc of this mat was 5
centimetres in diameter (about two inches)
and when touched registered zero (dead
centre). Beyond this, the mat or pad was
graded in 1 centimetre concentric rings such
that contact with the pad 1 centimetre away
from the central disc registered “1” and 15 cen-
timetres away the disc registered “15”.

Distances beyond 16 centimetres were not
measured but recorded as 16, such is the stan-
dard of the modern accuracy event.

Since the accuracy jumper is competing with
the elements and no human being is able to
guarantee the same wind or the same smooth
or turbulent approach for any two consecutive
competitors an element of chance or unfair-
ness is intrinsic in the event. For this reason
rules in the accuracy event are more important
than other events where a competitor’s skill is
the only influence which decides who will be
the champion. The accuracy rules define the
limits of what are considered acceptable
meteorological conditions and what are not. It
is the judge’s job to monitor these conditions
closely and to award competitors rejumps
when the conditions fall outside of those
specified by the rules.

The measuring electronics were integrated
with the output of the anemometer such that
wind speed and direction, time of day together
with the competitors score were automatically
recorded and printed out. Only the
competitor’s leg number had to be added to
the record manually.

At the initial briefing [ understood
incorrectly that the wind speed and direction
were frozen when the distance measuring pad
was activated. This was not the case and the
instruments continued to report wind varia-
tions until the jumper’s leg number had been
entered. Thus the time and sind speed shown
on the print-out were those occurring at
precise moment of landing. This led to protest
when a woman competitor who landed a
moment before instruments recorded a gust
over the competition limits and thus was not
eligible for a rejump, discovered that her
printed record contained the gust.

The woman concerned was a vicim of bad
luck, when in the last moments of her
approach to the targether canopy was stopped
dead by a strong gust of wind. Her feet were
on the ground before the gust had descended
to a point where the instruments could record
it. I had witnessed an almost identical stroke of
misfortune at our own nationals some months
earlier.

It is almost certain that future FAI rules for
accuracy jumping will contain a rule
permitting rejumps to be given to competitors
landing up to 10 seconds before a gust is
recorded. Whatis still in contention is whether
or not the rejump will be optional or
compulsory.

A more technical article intended for judges
and competitors is proposed for he next
magazine issue which will cover in detail the
latest rules and potential changes to them.

The rules for 1990 state that when winds
exceed the specified limit, and for a period of
thirty seconds after the gust subsides, a
competitor will not be scored and must
rejump.

Scoring at the WPC was automatically
suspended in such cases by the electronics.

So with all this clever electronics what do all
the judges have to do?

Three judges are assigned to the landing
mat. Their task is to decide whether a jumpers
first point of contact is with the recording
surface or outside. For instance a competitor

landing short may layout his body such that
his rear or back contacts the cushion before his
foot touches the scoring surface. In such cases
the jumper will score 16 centimetres whatever
the electronics display. These judges signal the
jump good or bad witha thumb up ora thumb
down. One of these centre judges is responsi-
ble for communicating the jumper’s leg
number to the score recorders.

A fourth judge is assigned to the wind
instruments and a fifth to check the recording
of the scores.

A sixth judge is assigned to the computer to
double check that all results have been entered
correctly.

The seventh judge is the observing judge
whose testimonial often becomes the most
importantin times of crisis. When things start
to go wrong in team jumping he gernally finds
himself with more to do than he can properly
handle.

Judges at the 1990 WPC accuracy event were
rotated through these duties on a two-hour
shift.

In the style event rules require a complete
round of jumping to be evaluated by the same
set of judges. Consequently shifts last as long
as it takes to judge a round.

Style is no longer judged live as it used to bein
1970.

Instead a videorecord of each jump is made
and judging is carried out by playing back the
tapes as soon as is practical.

Five judges independently cxamine each
competitors performance by viewing the jump
twice, once at normal specd and once at half
speed (slow motion). Their assessments which
are makred on specially designed score sheets
are then collated by a sixth judge and the
competitor receives as his score the average
assessment of the five monitorjudges. There is
considerably pressure to issue results to
competitors as quickly as possible, so the five
monitor judges receive little rest during their
stint and a very high level of concentration is
required for considerable periods. This work is
probably the most fatiguing of any of the
judging tasks.

Modemn camera optics are so good that the
aircraft (Antenov AN2) at an altitude of 2000
metres (1.25 miles up) is just too large to fit on
the video screen, and the image of the
competitor during his style set appears
between one quarter to one third of the actual
screen size.

The camerasused for recording the jump are
placed at the centre of a number of white or
orange and white canopies spread out on the
ground which act as a marker for competitors
in free fall.

Aircraft are aligned with the upper wind
direction and guided directly towards the style
marker by ground based radio command.In
Bled the flying was so precise that during the
training round competitors were leaving the
aircraft once every 50 seconds. A number of
jumpers complained they were being made
sick by the tight turns necessary toachieve the
fast turn rounds, style go-arounds had to be
lengthened to 75 seconds. Unlike the accuracy
event where competitors select their own exit
point, all style exit commands are issued from
the ground by a controller.

To ensure that a competitor is neither too far
nor too close to the camera position during a
jumper’s performance a strict check is kept on
the angle the camera lense makes with the
ground (camera angle). If a competitor is not
aligned correctly with the upper wind or the
aircraftis not pointing at the camera when exit
is given, the competitor may be disadvantaged
by a sideways movement during free fall,
called drift.

For this reason any horizontal rotation of the
camera is carefully logged.

Style rules precisely define camera angles
and set maximum permissible limits of side-
ways drift for style jumping.

During style jumping two judges are
assigned to the camera position to check the
exit commands and the jumper’s response to
them, the camera elevation and drift angles
during the jump, the opening altitude of each
competitor’s parachute and the ground wind
speed.

Style jumpers use the airflow over their
bodies to create the rapid rotations necessary
in their manoeuvres.

To some extent the fater they fall, the faster
they rotate, and in order to obtain high vertical
airspeed many dive head first for a considera-
ble period before commencing their set.

In order to protect some competitors from
dangerous over enthusiasm during their dive,
canopy opening altitudes are carefully
monitored and minimum deployment heights
strictly enforced.

Other judges double check the proper
collation of the score sheets and make sure
they are correctly entered in the computer.

This then details most of the judges tasks.

Since themeetisbeing described in detail by
John Smyth, I shall not encroach upon his ter-
ritory. But just as a strictly personal view, 1
thought the site was beautiful, the organisa-
tion outstanding and the company terrific!

This is the way I shall alwaysremember Bled
1990.

Thanks Sreco!
Bob King

FOR
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CENTRAL REGION C.R.W. CHAMPIONSHIPS

Saturday momning the 29th of September 1990 saw the start of the
Central Region C.R.W. Championships, hosted by Ipswich Parachute
Centre. What's so remarkable about that?, I hear you say. The answer
is; quite a lot. Competitive C.R.W. is alive and well. No, it's more than
that, it’s thriving.

No less than 10 teams had arrived to enter these regionals. Thats 6
more teams than entered the Nationals. Sowhythe over 50% increase in
entries ? It all boils down to a lot of work from lan Marshall and a lot of
help and encouragement from Amande Kenny and John Hitchen. Yes,
National Coaches do work and put in a lot of effort.

Well after the kit and docs had been checked a briefing was held by
John Gleve, the local CCl. One of the main points being that if you
landed off the DZ you lost your score for that round. The system of scor-
ing was to be, one point for each person in the formation, with one bonus
point for each completed formation. Working time was to be three
minutes from 7000 or two minutes from 5000. Six rounds were scheduled
and the competition was divided into Senior and Intermediate levels.
There being seven teams in the former and three in the latter. The draw
was made and it was kit on and into the air.

The weather was playing its usual tricks, but the first round was able
to be jumped from 7000.

First to jump were Cellmates; Kevin Monk, Paul Speller, Colin Dickson
and new man Andrew Davey (known as Duffy). They got off their marks
quite nicely with 20 points. They were followed by another local team,
RAPS, comprised of Alan Pengelly, Rob Ward, Trevor Ranns and Brian
Pushman. They scored 17 points.

the next Islander load was a nice surprise to the CRW fraternity.
Welcome The Freds. There were two teams from the Paras and they gave
us all a surprise, both teams doing well. Red Devils Red, the senior team
were Yanto Evans, Joe Willoughby, Taff Davies and Billy (I'm only
twelve stone) Cummings. They weighed in with 17 points. Following the
senior team came their intermediate team, Red Devils Black, made up of
Allan Hewitt, Mac MacLennan JC and Stubbo. They kicked off with
10 points.

WRAP Factor Four, Pat Hammond, Bill Parker, Dave Fisher and
Debbie House, another intermediate team, scored a stady 8 points. They
were followed by Going Bald, Jan Markham, Andy Pike, John Gilpen
and lan Gough, whoscored 17 points.

Next team up were the Flying Toads, Dave Corbel, Justin Shave, lan
Marshall and Mike Daly. The Toads scored 20 points. On board the same
Islander were the Flying Dragons, a team to be watched, carefully
comprised of Brad Reader, Geordie Best, Vince Brierley and Spud
Murphy, who scored 18 points.

They were followed by another up and coming team fron Cranfield,
aptly named Greg Lets Us Do It. The team consisted of Alan Fielding,
Garry Smith, Tony Bell and Ez Liggit. They turned in a nice 20 points.
Last but not least an intermediate team called Benny and the Jets. Led by
that well known Cellmate John Gleve and ably supported by Pete Wat-
son, Paul Shipperley and John Howells they scored 8 points.

So it was into round two, but with only fourteams jumped, the cloud
base lowered. As there was just 5000 it was decided to start round three.
In this round the Dragons scored 12 points with Cellmates, Red Devils
Red and The Toads all scoring 10 points. WRAP being given a re-jump.

The weather cleared enough to re-start round two. Cellmates scored
20 points but Red Devils Red came in with an impressive 23 points. The
Toads landed with everyone saying they had scored 25 but they were
busted and given 21 points. Then The Dragons went out and scored 22
but they landed off the airfield due to working downwind and were bust.
Greg LetsDoltturnedin anicejump, part of which was missed in cloud,
so they were given a re-jump. Then the weather clamped and an end to
the days jumping was called.

So as the gloom descended it was into the bar for drinks, dinner and
the usual talk about should Britain join the ERM or should Margaret
Thatcher be cannonised and was the B52 still on the moon, until Gary
Smith suggested a boat race. Amanda Kenny, who was on The Freds
team , was quite surprised when she found out that a boat race was not
blowing across a tray of water. This was bought home to her when a pint
of white wine and soda was plonked in front of her. Fair play, Amanda
did finish it but her team lost the race.

Festivities over, it was off to bed for an early start. Sunday dawned,
and it was jumpable for the two teams waiting to do a re-jump. Sadly,
when called they were not ready to jump. By the time they were it was
too late, the weather had closed in. as the weather did not improve, a
meet was called at 1300 hours and the Prizegiving was held.

The results were as follows:

SENIORS
IstasThelllyinsilfoadsil. & S s S W B . . L. A0 51 points
Paga) 135l DEVAT 272 Fosadannononecotoon0m0: 0000 dbooBbacnon coBukbon: 50 points

BYAL " CAlIMALESES: . faliens bo sl o vsie lasisish s aases

50 points
athysGeingiBaldires SR, v N i e

32 points

5th  The Flying Dragons 30 points
(22 points lost for off landing)
SN ETag BTN 5. e o B g s oot 5 e« g o 10 £ o P 28 points
AR RAREE = B gt e S b Lol SR e 27 points
INTERMEDIATES
ISt IR eHIID VIl SIBIACI - . F R e B T S o e o Shios ol s 25 points
ZNARNVRAREARONECUT (.0 ol o R sl = rairts Sl oo s oelses 20 points
SrdesBennylandithel]etst. ... st 6 0e St ml. ... 20 points

Where points were equal the team with the highestscorein any round
was adjudged the winner. If they were still tied then the fastest first
formation was used.

All that remains is to thank Tony Knight and John Gleve for hosting
the event, the pilots for a good job, our Asociation for the medals and
videoequipment, the judges John Hitchen and Amanda Kenny and the
judges assistant Annette. Finally and most importantly a big thank you
to the competitors. Well done one and all. We hope to organise another
meet before the nationals so start training now.

Yours in sport,
Mike Daly, Toad No. 2

Mi

Hundreds of people enjoy their first parachute jump each year and at the same
time raise valuable sponsorship money for MIND, The National Assaciation for
Mental Heaith,

MIND have already arranged special low rates with some Centres for 2 day
training courses, culminating in Static-line jumps from 2000 feet. if your Club or
Centrs can offer assistance to MIND please contact: The Appeals Department,
National Association for Mental Health, 22 Harley Street, London WN 2ED.

Your heip will be greatly appreciated.

Can you help The SkyMINDers ?
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. STEVE STEPHENSON
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" NORTH WEST PARACHUTE COMPANY _
THE SPECIALIST PARACHUTE MANUFACTURERS |

Prop RN. ATHERTON (17 years in Sport Parachutlng, Advanced Rrgger 13 yrs, Ex-lnstructor 12 yrs)
_Introduce to the Sport Parachutist and you a range of parachutes built simply to be
‘the best in their class, uncompromised by cost and sold direct from manufacturer to
you with the onIy consnderatlons being the pursurt of excellence and safety :

THE GOLDEN EAGLE
. 247 sq. ft. 9 cells
Load 180-260 Ibs. 25 mph approx

For the blgger guy or gal Simple safe and responslve
SPECIAL PRICE £650

FIRECREST PLUS |

194 sq. ft. 27 cells (9 trrples)

Load 140-240 Ibs. 40 mph approx i
' High performance flat glide & surf the turf or conventlonal
| get in anywhere landings.

THE SILVER HAWK

192 sq. ft. 7 cells -

‘Load 100-220 Ibs. 25 mph approx.
' The starter parachute, simple safe and responsive.
‘Used in student tralmng/ CRW etc.

SPECIAL PRICE £525

THE !VIINI FIRECREST
154sq.ft.9cells

'Load 100-190 Ibs. 40 mph approx.
High performance surf the turf (if you must).

But when the muck hits the fan or the DZ is small go to
Y% brakes and tlp-toe away. '

SPECIAL PRICE £590

SPECIAL PRICE £690
10 POINT CHASTER 5 I SUMMERSALE
For your, ueurltyh setisfectionwe o!lor on all our parschutes: Tk Genuine Recer with Invader 370 R{12 months old) & lelght maInIy bluos 200 Iumps :
1.6 d for 12 hs ag: &l hut acdd g ' Excaptional, like new condifion £750 0
2. i you don’t like it you ¢an have your money baek. i 2 Zerox hiue & red with Swift & Slivar Hawk blue/red/pale bluolyollow «u. Maln only 10
3. Every perachute of our s o Is test j d for eonformlty & your ssfety In m ' Contsiner 200 jumps. Superb copdition £1090 !

related equi pment.
«Allcanopluorohotknlhmwkhmu-ponvm Foryounmrltv&mmul In!ogrny
5. All fabrica tapes & lines ara the finest avallable & -pprovod by sither MOD. CAA or FAA,
. Then they aretested.
6 Spanwise conetrucied with direct line ot!uhm-m for the ultimate mm a durabillty
with sinallpack volumes & staticl line depioymem designed In.
7 Alltvpcmﬂrm prior to manufacture Is simiisr %0 TSO Z3C with more ocemt on terminal
ion tines and llnh are sel
tvpurm y- V4 dreg rentional. Y2dragmicroll

9. No dint top ll(ln coratruction with drop seams, trjangulated. Load support & area foad

dispersal for flight sfficlency & swength !

10, Cotlapsable abidess sized to suit each penii g req 1}

11. We elways Include the extra 10%.
All canopies msy bs used aa mains or raserves but when huih umnn:uum
diffecent forqnidm' openings.

3. Zarox red/ yoltow with l'mmom 28 & Eagla

d for aafety & efficiency with 6 differem

ly red. Ex-dem tor. |

€850
4. 2e70x black/siiver/red wItb lesther trim. Goiden Gegle mein blunlvdlowhod & goiden
‘eagle reserve. Demanstrasor 6 jumps £1500.
5. Clipper biue/pink/purple 200 jumps. £400. With ncwplr* & purple teardrop & used.
invader 370R £1000. With new GQ 175 Square reserve £1200.
6. New Yesrdvop black/sitver. Minl Firecrest biack/tilue/terquoise & GQ 175 reserve. uud 5
times €1290, With esed Invader £370R £1190.

i 2. New chassr black with centrs Stripes. Phnmzsmd&nowSIMHMIehcluofool—

" our) noso Wm\ GO 175reserve £1250.

AII makes of equipment supplied or fixed. Your satisfaction is or desire. Packaging a specrallty
" Ring Richard on (0254) 247964 or write to: North West Parachute Company

~ The Loft, 38 Rogersfield

Langho, Nr Blackburn

Lancashire



PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF

by Peter A. McCue

A sexual analogy

A maniises at 7.15 a.m., has a quick shower
and a bite to eat, gets into his car, drives to a
brothel about fifty miles away, sits around for
most of the day, and has three or four fleeting
contacts with members of the oldest profes-
sion. Each experience costs around £11 and the
orgasmic part las for only a matter of
seconds. He repeats this pattern weekend
after weekend, sometimes finding that he has
made a wasted journey (because the brothel is
closed or there are too many punters). He logs
his encounters, noting details such as his start-
ing position and the number of other involved
(the “instructress” permits “relative work"”).
Despite all the travelling time, the hanging
around and the cost, the man describes his
hobby as “brilliant”. His friends can’t under-
stand his enthusaism - they think he’s a bit
mad. The analogy with sky-diving is obvious.
The ratio of travelling time plus hanging
around time plus parachute packing time to
free-fall plus canopy ride time is large. The
sport is expensive and can damage one’s
health. It is also reputed to put a strain on
marriages, and some parachutists bore the
pants off their friends and relatives by talking
endlessly and in great detail about theirjumps.
Who jumps?

What is it, then, that makes sky-divers tick?
Why do they become slaves to this peculiar
obsession? And is a certain type of person
drawn towards the sport? The latter question
is perhaps the easiest to answer. It seems that
sky-divers come from most walks of life. In
Parachuting: The Skydiver’s Handbook, Dan
Poynter cites United States Parachute Associa-
tion figures. According to these, 19.5% are
“professionals”, 17.9% are in “top or middle
management”, 16.5% are “skilled labour”,
13.3% arein the military, 7.5% have supervis-
ory positions, 6.6% are students, and 18.7%
fall into a miscellaneous category. Poynter
gives an interesting figure regarding marriage:
60% of the eligible population in the USA is
married, but only 39% of all sky-divers are.

Poynter refers to a study carried out by a
psychologist at San Jose State University. Two
hundred and ninety-three  “high-risk
competitors”, including ski-divers, racing car
drivers, fencers and aerobatic pilots, were
subjected to psychological batteries and
personal interviews. They were found to be
“success oriented”, strongly extraverted and
superior in intelligence; and the large majority
were deemed to be emotionally stable. Not
having read the original report, I don’t know
what percentage of the subjects were sky-
divers. If it happened to be the case that
aerobatic pilots, for example, were more
intelligent than other classes of “risk takers”,
the inclusion of aerobatic pilots would
obviously raise the overall average intelligence
of the subject pool. However, I think we could
reasonably predict a small positive correlation
between intelligence level and participation in
sky-diving. The sport is expensive (e.g. a new
rig for a Cat. 8+ jumper costs in the region of
£1,500). There is presumably some associa-
tion, albeit only a partial one, between earning
power and intelligence. Therefore, a group of
people who can afford regular sky-diving
might be expected to be of at least average
intelligence. It certainly seems to be the case
that many sky-divers are extraverts. Indeed,

sensation-seeking or excitement-seeking,
which is clearly one of the things that draws
people to he sport, is considered by
psychologists to be an important facet of
extraversion, along with sociability. And
many sky-divers relish self-publicity, which is
another predilection of the extravert.
However, extraversion is as much a descrip-
tion as an explanation, and there are many
extraverts who never jump out of planes.

Reversal theory

A recent theory of motivation and personality,
known as reversal theory, attempts to explain
a wide range of psychological phenomena,
including the fact that some people take up
dangerous sports such as mountaineering,
hang gliding and parachuting. (The status of
parachuting as a “dangerous” sport is debata-
ble, a point I shallreturnto later.) Adherents of
reversal theory are critical of earlier formula-
tions that link feelings of pleasantness to
specific levels of felt arousal. For example,
according to an influential theory (“optimal
arousal theory”), people tend to feel and
perform best at an intermediate (“optima”)
level of arousal - if theirarousalis too low, they
feel bored; if their arousal is too high, they feel
anxious. According to reversal theory,
however, this rather simple formulation does
not square with the facts. For instance, high
arousal might be experienced as pleasant
excitement or as anxiety. Reversal theory
proposes that we alternate between an
arousal-avoidance mode (in which high
arousal is experienced as anxiety and low
arousal is experienced as relaxation) and an
arousal-seeking mode )in which high arousal
is experienced as pleasant excitement and low
arousal is experienced as boredom). Applied
to parachuting, the theory suggests something
along the following lines. The parachutist
experiences high arousal (frior to the jump,
e.g. during the plane ride, because of the
perceived danger of the acitivity. This high
arousal is experienced in the arousal-
avoidance mode, as anxiety. When the main
danger is seen to have passed, e.g. after the
parachute has opened satisfactorily, there is a
switch to the arousal-seeking mode and the
high arousal is now experienced as pleasant
excitement, which may persist for some time.
For those who continue to parachute, the
benefit of the excitement makes it worthwhile
to endure the initial anxiety and the financial
outlay. It may be that, over time, experienced
sky-divers lose a lot of their fear of jumEing out
of planes. But if they set themselves challeng-
ing objectives for their sky-dives (e.g. helping
to build complex free-fall formation), they may
well feel some anxiety, based on “fear of
failure”, during most of the dive. When the
difficulties are mastered, they switch to the
arousal-seeking mode and experience their
high arousal as pleasant. A similar process
may occur in other sports and activities. For
example, while concentrating on a difficult
shot, a golfer might be in the arousal-
avoidance mode and experience his high
arousal as anxiety. As the game turns his way,
or after he has won, he shifts into the arousal-
seeking mode and feels pleasantly excited.

The “ego” factor

Perhaps one of the most important motiva-
tional factors in sky-diving is the self-image
that particpation in the sport gives to jumpers.
Thoughts such as, “Ijump out of planes...Iam
a sky-diver...I do something that most people
couldn’t have the bottle to do” no doubt have

SPORT PARACHUTIST I

PARACHUTING

a powerful effect on self-esteem. I can
remember, for instance, a newcomer to the
sport telling me that she had been able to be
more assertive with a man, knowing that she
had recently jumped out of a plane! Not
content with private self-congratulation, many
sky-divers ﬁo out of their way to let the rest of
the world know of their affiliation with the
sport. Thus, there are car stickers telling other
motorists that “I’d rather be sky-diving”, there
are “T” shirts emblazoned with expressions
such as “Free-fall” and even watches that
resemble sky-divers’ altimeters. The showing-
off may be harmless, but to some extent it
probably capitalizes on a misapprehension in
the minds of the general public may be
inclined to view parachutists as braver than
they actually are. Fortunately, there are com-
paratively few fatalities in modern-day sport
parachuting. Dan Poynter (ibid) states that in
1987, a typical year, there were 29 fatal
parachuting accidents in the USA, while in a
recent year 1,154 succumbed to bee stings,
7,000 drowned, and over 200 people died
while scuba diving. With regard to non-fatal
injuries, Poynter states that active sky-divers
can expect to sustain a serious injury about
once every five years, but he does not specify
how he is using the term “serious”. I don’t
have omparative figures available, but 1
wonder whether the statistics are worse for
jockeys, window cleaners, constructionwor-
kers, and others involved in activities that the
public might deem less dangerous than sky-
diving.

Thrills for the lazy?

Compared with other sports (e.g. mountain
climbing, squash and athletics), sky-diving
provides high excitement with relatively little
outlay of physical effort. In fact, parachute
packing seems to be the most onerous physical
task for the average jumper, unless he or she is
given a “bad spot” which necessitates a long
walk back to the DZ.

Concluding comments

It is evident that sport parachuting has a
number of features in common with other
sporting and leisure activities. But it is
unusual in providing itense but shortlived
excitement with relatively little outlay of
physical effort.

The sport is obviously conducive to swollen
egos, shrunken bank balances, obsessive
weather-watching and a strong temptation to
neglect one’s loved ones. The various
psychological mechanisms are common
enough, but in sport parachuting they
combine into an intoxicating cocktail which
makes addicts of the punters and a living for
the drop zone operators.

Copy date
for next issue
20thJan 1991
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Sunshine
Factory

is offering a ‘I

“SPECIAL
DISCOUNT”

when gear is
ordered in

September
for delivery in
November
*

October

for delivery in

December
*

February
for delivery in

April

This offer includes
all of our normal extras:

Free
assembly

Free
front riser loops

Free
custom colored pilot chute

Free
custom colored
cut away handle

Free
CRW cross connectors

Call, Write or Fax Today

Sunshine Factory
38529 5th Avenue
Zephyrhills, FL 33540
Tel: 813-788-9831
Fax: 813-788-5107
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HALFPENNY GREEN
PARACHUTE CENTRE

A British Parachute Association Approved Centre

THE AIRFIELD, BOBBINGTON, Nr. STOURBRIDGE, WEST MIDLANDS.
Telephone: 0384 88293

25TH DECEMBER 19380
DEAR SKYDIVER,

ALTITUDE JUMFS
ONLY £10 FIXED UNTIL AFRIL 1992

LET ME FIRSTLY WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A FUN FILLED NEW YEAR FROM ALL OF US HERE AT
HALFFENNY GREEN, UNLIKE THE REST OF THE
COUNTRY, AFTER THE FESTIVITIES ARE OVER WE
INTEND TO KEEP THE FARTY GOING AND GOING AND
GOING ALL THE WAY THROUGH UNTIL AFRIL 1992

TAKE OUT MEMBERSHIF AND, YOU'LL GET A
CHRISTMAS FRESENT FROM US EVERY TIME YQU
SKYDIVE FROM ALTITUDE, NO SURFRISES THOUGH,
OQUR FRESENT TG YOU IS YOUR JUMF BILL AT A
RATE THAT YOU ARE GOING TO FIND HARD TO
BETTER ANYWHERE,

SKYDIVING IS GETTING MORE AND MORE EXFENSIVE,
AND UNCERTAINTY IN THE GULF LOOKS SET TO
LEAVE FUEL FPRICES FPEGGED ALOT HIGHER THAN
THEY WERE BEFORE THE WAR STARTED, BUT WITH
OUR GREEN "STAR" MEMBERSHIF FACKAGE JUMFP
FRICES HERE WILL BE FIXED FOR FIFTEEN MONTHS,

AND HERE'S A STOCKING FILLER - FOR TEAMS
TRAINING FOUR OR EIGHT-WAY, ALL MEMBER TEAMS
WILL IN ADDITION TO FIXED FRICE JUMFING GET
FREE VIDEO FPERSON sSLOTS.

GREEN "STAR" MEMBERSHIF ISN'T CHEAP AT £200 <+
VAT, BUT DO YOUR SUMS AND YOU'LL SEE THAT AN
AVERAGE INDIVIDUAL MAKING 125 JUMFS EACH YEAR
WILL BE £500 BETTER OFF, A JUMF HOG £1000
BETTER OFF, AND A TEAM JUMF HOG WILL BE IN
HEAVEN !

IF YOU CAME TO QOUR SFEED STAR MEET LAST YEAR
YOu'LL KNOW WE HAVE A BALL - COME UFP AND GIVE
Us A TRY, JOIN THE FARTY!

AND IT'S EASY TO GET HERE ~ THIS WEEK THE M40
MOTORWAY WAS COMFLETEO GIVING A BRAND NEW
FAST AND DIRECT ACCESS TO HALFFENNY GREEN BY
ROAD FROM LONDON AND THE SOQOUTH,

SORRY, I FORGOT TO MENTION THE UNRESTRICTED
ALTITUDE, THE LOW, LOW, WINDS WE GET HERE DUE
TO OUR GEOGRAFHICAL LOCATION AND THE FREE
ACCOMMODATION - BUT GREEN "STAR" MEMBERS TEND
TO TAKE THOSE SORT OF THINGS FOR GRANTED!
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Our 1990 season really started way back in
the Autumn of 1988, when we received an
invitation to attend the World Pops Meet at
Albury in New South Wales, Australia. We
had returned from Hong Kong and were
preparing for our Meets in 1989. These went
ahead as planned, hand in hand with the
arrangements for the Australian venture. It
was decided at an early stage that, if we were
to go half way around the World to the Meet,
thatwe should carry on and complete the
round trip.

April 21st 1990 was the day we gathered at
Heathrow for the first stage of our journey.
Many of the thirty two members and wives in
the group were old friends; for John and
Pauline Crowhurst, Danny and Janet Cronin
and Tony and Sylvia Milner, this was to be
their first Pops Meet. Cyril Landau from
Glasgow and John and June Smith from
Cumbria also joined us for the first time.

Already at the airport and waiting to greet us
were our members from Germany, Sigrid
Pradel, Peter Lessey, Manfred Neuman and
Katja Wagenfuhrer. Top Pop Lofty Thomas
and Grace led the way on to the latest 747-400
Jumbo for the non-stop flight to Singapore.
Also at Heathrow, but flying out on a different
plane, were Dave and Liz Pusey with son
Marc. We were to meet up with them in
Singapore and later in Albury.

Singapore was magic. We were met at the
airport by a courtesy coach and our courier
Francis. He was amine of information, indeed
to the extent of arranging outings for both of
our days in Singapore. We opted for one,
leaving a day free to explore for ourselves.

For Millie and myself, and for many others,
this was our first visit to Singapore. For Peter
and Sylvia Barlow and Brian and Betty
Watkins it was a return to old Service haunts -
with a difference. They did eventually find the
tall building that had been their home some
yearsbefore, buried amongst he buildings that
have risen in more recent times.

Our hotel, the Garden Hotel, was excellent.
Many of the rooms circled and looked down on
the central lounge where we could relax with
coffee or drinks from the bar. The ground floor
restaurant and adjoining patio swimming pool
proved popular, as did the roof top pool, the
sauna and the gym for those into pumping
iron.

QOur late afternoon arrival meant that, after
freshening up, small parties set off to explore
the area. It must be the homing instinct that
Pops have, for nearly all made their way to
Newton Circus, where at a large open air
Chinese restaurant we occupied several tables
for an enjoyable meal. The balmy evening
stroll back to our hotel, and late night drinks,
finished off an enjoyable start to our holiday.

The next morning, our first full day, Francis
was waiting to escort us on an Island tour. As
we drove from the hotel towards Orchard
Road and Centre Point, Francis was justifiably
proud of the progress made in Singapore over
the past hrity years. We visited the modern
shopping malls, reclaimed sea front areas,
China Town, an Indian Temple and the
Botanical Gardens. With time to wander at
each stop, it became an interesting and enjoy-
able trip out. One highlight, at Mount Faber,
was the sight of Sigridand Danny being photo-
graphed with Python and Mangrove snakes
draped about them.

Our second evening followed the pattern of
the previous one, with small groups of people
wandering off to enjoy the scenes of
Singapore, eventually making their way back
to the hotel where a late night swimming
session wasin full swing. By now we were all
relaxed with new friendships formed.

On the second day of our visit, some in our
party chose to have breakfast at the local zoo,
where they really did talk to the animals.
Others spent the day on Santosa Island, a cable
car trip out and a ferry boat trip back. Another
party took the bus to the north of the Island
and crossed the causeway into Malaysia to
visit Johore. All too soon it was time to return
to the hotel for an evening departure to the
airport and the overnight flight to Australia.

Qur early morning arrival at Sydney saw

Lofty gathering the group together, whilst
John Crowhurst enlisted the services of a help-

-ful Australian lady in obtaining a special bus to

take up to the Central Railway Station. It was
at this time that Mike and Inger Allum left us,
having picked up the camper vehicle they
were to use during their stay down under.
Kevin and Sue Parkes, togetherwith Tony and
Sylvia Milner, rented cars and they too set off
forAlbury.

The main party, with several hours to spare
after arriving at the station, made their way to
down-town Sydney. It was Anzac Day, a
public holiday, and we were privileged to
watch the ex-service men parade through
central Sydney.

Shortly after midday we embarked on the
eight hour journey to our destination, Albury.
As we drew into Aubury station, waiting to
meet us was Australian Anglophile and
Weston jumper, Warren Oxenford. With his
assistance we soon arranged transport to the
Matador Motor Inn that was to be ourhome for
the next six days. Joining us in Albury for the
Meet were Clive and Maureen. Plummer and
John Cumble, in Australia to visit friends and
relations.

We had little time to settle in. The Meet had
been brought forward to the following
morning and so we went for an early start.
Conditions were far from suitable, with inter-
mittent blustery winds and a tight D.Z. as
some jumpers, including myself, found out.

In my case, a combination of a late turn and
a sheer wind from a nearby building resulted
in a trip to the local hospital - one of four that
day before jumping was stopped until the
weather improved. 1 was lucky, being
discharged after a few hours, but no more
jumping for me at he Meet.

The Meet itself was a success, with Dave
Pusey taking his team into second place in the
scratch four way R.W. competition. Sigrid
Pradel took her team into third place. The
highest placed Brit in the competition was
Jehn Peck. He took the prize of our sponsors
Konica U.K., a Konica Pop Super Camera,
which was presented to him on behalf of
Konica by Mike Allum and Aussie Top Pop
Bernard Shaw.

The Meet was held close to the Ettamogah
Pub, a famous Aussie watering hole, full of
character and characters. Well over one
nundred jumpers from nine countries took
part in the Meet. Aircraft used included a
Turbo Beaver, a Twin Beech and a Twin
Bonanza. Two helicopters, a three place
Hughes 500 and a Squirrel that took six jum-
pers, wereused for the accuracy.

Whilst at the Meet we were pleased to renew
old ties with Geoff and Angie Gnapp and their
son Gary, from England, now living in
Australia. Also with Billand Wanda Wood. Bill

John Peck with the Konica prize at the Ettamogah Pub meet.
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is the Top Pop U.S. He visitedEngland in 1983
for the Cockerham Meet. From Canada we met
Warren Searle, still jumping as a great grand-
father. Warren came to England in 1979 to
attend this first Pops Meet at Weston on the
Green.

In addition to the Meet, people found time
to visit the attractionsof Albury, alocal animal
sanctuary, the old lock up, and the winery at
the Pub, where the final evening dinner and
prize giving took place.

On the Tuesday morning, having said our
goodbyes to our Austrahan hosts and to those
in our party who were staying on in the area,
we made the return trip to Sydney. With five
days of our stay in Australia remining, we now
split up into small groups. Sigrid, Warren and
Nigel Yonge stayed in Sydney to explore the
byeways and waterways. Peter Best, who was
one of the Judges at the Meet, and Hattie, set
off for Fiji. Others went up to Cairns and the
Barrier Reef, whilst Lofty and Grace, along
with Ron and Joan Millard and Millie and
myself, drove out to Penrith where we were
joined by Peter Barlow and company.

From our base at Penrith we visited
Katoomba in the Blue Mountains, a spectacu-
lar tourist area with cable cars, inclined
railways, spas and Mount Tomha Botanical
Gardens. Sydney with its famous bridge, the
Opera House, the Sydney Explorer Bus,
Darling Harbour and the Harbour Cruises
provided an excellent day out.

On Sunday May 6th we gathered at the
airport for the flight to Hawaii. Crossing the
Date Line gained us a few hours, arriving the
Saturday evening and, after clearin(% Customs,
a fleet of taxis took us to the new Otani Hotel
where we had rooms for two nights. On the
south side of the island, between the sea and
Diamond Head Crater, the hotel was a sun
trap forthose who simply wanted toswimand
relax.

thousand feet, with bad weather on the
horizon, the pilot decided to land. Later in the
day some of the party did get Hawaian jumps
entered in their Log Books. The highlight of
the visit was that of Katja doing a Tandem
jump and earning her Pops Badge.

We left Hawaii after a brief two day visit and

I am sure that many would like to return to
Chau and the other Islands.

Vancouver was out next port of call. Soon
after arriving people were setting off on the
Sky Ride to Grouse Mountain, whilst others
visited Stanley Park with its famous Totem
Poles and other attractions. Interest was also
shown in the extensive underground
shopping malls.

Mike Allum arranged transport for the
following morning, when a party set off on the
sixty mile trip to the Rainbow Country Skydiv-.
ing Centre at Chilliwack. At sea level the D.Z.
was lovely, with a seven thousand foot high
mountain as a backdrop. This, and other
mountains, formed the foothills to the
Rockies, some three hundred milesto the East.
We all managed three or four jumps from the
Club Cessna 182, and enjoyed the Company of
Bill Wolczuk and Joe Martin who run the
centre, and local jumpers Norman Forbes and
Chris Stevens.

The final day of our holiday was taken up
with last minute sightseeing and shopping
before leaving for the airport, where we said
goodbye to the German members in our party
who were to fly home direct fo Frankfurt.
Nigel Yonge set off to explore the wilderness.
Lofty and Crace had stayed in Australia, and
Peter Barlow and friends in Hawaii. So it was a
depleted group of eighteen who said heir
farewells to each otherafter landing at Gatwick
airport.

Prize winners at Border DZ. Sigrid Pradel, Warren Oxonford, Ron Millard and Dick Guys.

The Skydive Hawaii Club at Dillingham -

Field was on the north side of the island, so a
trip taking in many of the island sights found
us at the D.Z. in the late afternoon. In contrast
to the hotel area, the weather was poor but,
with a promise of an improvement, we
arranged to return the following morning.

The following day two hired mini buses set
offforthe D.Z. where we met Steve Mackovich
and some of his club members. After a good
D.Z. brief, we took up the first lift. At one

Tt had been a great holiday, summed up I
think by Danny Cronin who asked me on
leaving - “How do you beat that?” We can but
try.

Whilst we were away, Dick Gays ran a Meet
at Langar. Numbers were small. The weather
was great. Dick introduced a new handicap
system of scoring the competition, which was
well received. Prizes were presented by Dave
and Angela Hickling, who also provided some
of their own. John Hitchen took the First Place

and received a scale model B.M.W., John
Smitherson a torch, and John Crabtree a tow
rope. Perhaps the fact that John had a
breakdown on his way to the Meet prompted
this. John Knight, Don Taylor, Baz Carey,
Larry Burton and Roger Flavel also competed.
Our thanks to Dave and Angela at B.P.S.
Langar.

Ron millard takes the Hit & Rock Trophy at
Border Para DZ.

June 30th to July Ist saw the Pops back at
Doncaster. This time the weather let us down.
An excellent turn out included Ted Hartley
who won the Doncaster Trophy at his first
attempt, Bob Burn, Tony Portch and fulie and
Peter Shew. Warren Oxenford won the Hit
and Rock award. In all twenty two jumpers
attended and, with the ladies, a party of thirty
four joined in the get-together in the Aero Club
on the Saturday evening. After waiting for the
weather to clear, we called it a day at about
midday on the Sunday. Lofty presented the
prizes and the Meet ended. Our thanks to
Steve Swallow and all at Doncaster. We hope
to return next year.

POP's at the Chilliwack DZ, BC Canada.

The Border Parachute Club at Brunton was
the venue for the August Bank Holiday Meet.
This was our first visit to Brunton. We had
hoped that some of our Scots Members would
join us, but it was not to be. The D.Z. setin the
lovely Northumbrian countryside attracted a
goodturnout. Many of those who came stayed
on after the Meet to holiday in the area. A local
camping site provided a base for a number of
_Feople. Sigrid and Warren were early arrivals.

hey were joined by Dick and Margaret Gays
and John and Hilary Peck. Other jumpers who
arrived on the site included I'1al and Vera Kerr,
Ron and Joan Millward and Peter and Sylvia
Barlow. Staying at the Centre were Don Taylor
and John Crabtree, with Dave Pusey and fam-
ily near by, as were Bob and Julie Burn. Geor-
die Tait, Len Mobbs and Sheila Farrell, all
founder members of Pops U.K., also came to
the Meet.

Dick Gays was the individual winner; he
also led the winning team of Ron Millard,
Sigrid and Warren. Without doubt it was Ron
Millard’'s Meet. Not only was he in the
winning team, but he also won the Peter Best
Hit and Rock Trophy, and a prize as the oldest
Pop at the Meet, this being presented by the
second oldest, Dave Pusey.

C.C.I. Kerry Noble held a LAC Competition
whilst we were there and I am happy to report
that three Pops were in the winning four man
team.




In thanking Kerry and his Club, we
presented him with a POP Plaque; the three
judges, Kay, Sarah and Caroline, together
with Jackie, received Pops Tee Shirts. The man
who did all the work, Vince the pilot, received
a Pops cap.

New members at the Meet were Dave
Stenning and Peter Hewitt. Lofty and Grace
gave a demonstration of the powered canopy,
before dashing off to Netheravon. It was a
good Meet, and we thank all at Brunton.

The programme for next year is as follows:

May 11th -12th- Dunkesell, Honiton, Devon.
C.C.I. Andy Guest invites Pops to jump at this
splendid D.Z.

July 6th- 7th - Wild Geese Skydiving Centre,
Northern Ireland.

C.C.I. Chris Francis extends aninvitation to all
Pops to visit his cluband jump from the Pilaus
Porter. Please make your own arrangements
for the visit to the Wild Geese Centre.

Sept. 8th- 9th - Doncaster.
Our annual visit to this Club is a must for all
Pops.

This is to be my last report as Secretary of
Pops U.K. After sixyearsitis time to hand over
the typewriter to more nimble fingers, and join
my wife Mille in retirement.

I hope to attend one or more of the meets
next year, and to see people around the DZ’s.

My thanks to the Editors who have printed
my articles over the years, to the CCI's and
clubs who have hosted Pops Meets, but most
of all the the loyal members who have sup-
ported Lofty and myself during my term as
Secretary.

Lofty and Grace, with Mille and myself,
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Bright
NewYear.

Graham St. Clair. Pops U.K. 16
P.S. Take care Dave Pusey, you never know.

WANTED

CCl
for
Scottish

Parachute
C.Iub

Strathallan Airfield
‘Auchterada ‘- Perthshire

Contact

Kieran Brady

076 462572 Weekends
0698 832462 Weekdays

Terms Negotiable

NORTHERN HANG-GLIDING CENTRE
Flight Training School

Based at Baildon Moor - easily the
UK’s No 1 training site with a wide
choice of slopesfor most points of the
compass. We use purpose-built train-
ing gliders and the latest radio equip-
ment. Our instructors are friendly,

" careful and experienced. We have
| safelytaught over 1,500 peopletofly.
. Weare proud of the fact that the take
| up rate of the sport among our
pupils is almost three times the

national average. More people suc-
ceed with us. Introductory, EPC and
post EPC courses are available all

| year round.

NORTHERN PARAGLIDING CENTRE

The fastest growing sport in the UK
paragliding (parapente) gives you the
freedom to take to the air when you
like for as long as you wish.

Yourequire propertraining - getting
t wrong could be more serious than
falling off your windsurfer! - but

For a brochure on Hang-gliding

with our proven training techniques
you could obtain your F1 qualification
in only four days, - or perhaps less if
you are an experienced sport
parachutist.

Soaring flights of 30 minutes are
usual and thermalling to cloudbase
and flying many miles cross-country
is being achieved by many pilots. The
Northern Paragliding centre run
courses in the Yorkshire dales on the
best sites in the UK. You can choose
to stay at our comfortable centre if
you wish. We use state-of-the-art |
equipment and techniques and stock |
a huge range of equipment (new and
used).

If you have ever sat around waiting
for your turn, or thought it was all §
over too quickly - perhaps paraglid-
ing is worth a try?

Send for our brochure or give us acall
to find out more about the sport and |
our training courses (there are dis-
counts available for club/group book-
ings).

or Paragliding tuition, ring lan or Jackie Currer or write to:
DUNVEGAN LODGE, FRONT ST, BARMBY MOOR,

YORK, YO4 5EB TEL 0759 304404

FOXAIR

FOR PARA DEMOS AND PARA COMPETITIONS
CONTACT RON GROAT ON'

0764 64064 (24Hr)

CESSNA 207 AND BN-2 ISLANDER AVAILABLE
SERVING THE MEMBERSHIP SINCE 1972




SHOP

quality clothmg
“Skydive” logo -

- SWEATSHlRT Iong sleeve. hooded, Iarge -

'T' SHIRT heavy wmter quahry Large logo.
Sizes: Medium, Iarge, X Iarge
Price: £7.60 each.
POLO SHlRT short sleeve, Iogo on left
} breast.
Sizes: Medium, large, X large.
Price: £11.50 each. =

All items are of generous size
- designed specifically for the BPA.
_.Post & Packing & VAT included in

price (UK & BFPO only) add £1. 50 for
~ P&P outside UK.

Investor, orinvestors to form a limited

partnership or form a corporation to
buy the “business and goodwill” of

; THE INNOVATORZ

SWARD SPORTS

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME

TheWARP System —Worldwide Approved
Relative-work Progression - is unquestionably the single
most efficient method of coaching and learning the basics
of relative work.

NOW for the first time, whether coaching or
learning, this vital transitional stage is made simple
through two exciting and innovative video programs.

The WARP system will maximise the learning
curve and can save hundreds of jumps.

[ ] TEACH YOURSELF SKYDIVING

|| COACHINGTHE WARP SYSTEM

Tapes only avaitable on PALVHS format

PLEASE COMPLETETHIS ORDER FORM*

Have you ordered from Sward Sports before? D Yes I:l No
Name:

Address:

Postcode: HomeTel No:

| enclose a cheque or please debit my Access/Visa/Mastercard Account No.

EEEEDET T EER

Expiry Date Signature:
Post & Packing uk | BFPO& | Oucside Goons | £
Eur pe Europe
P&P | £
Order up to £20.00 £1.50 £2.50 £4.50
Orders £20.01-£50.00 | £2.00 | €3.50 £7.50
Orders over £50.00 £3.00 £4.00 | £10.00 TOTAL | £

* Remember we always send
a replacement order form.

&

=

£2495
£29-95

Zephyrhills Parachute Center. Please,
financially qualified only.

— FOR INFORMATION —
WRITE OR FAX
Zephyrhills Parachute Center
P.O. BOX 1484
Zephyrhills, FL 33539
FAX: (813) 788-4108

'T"iﬁ \ \ V ﬁ’rb
& : \-., h_.‘l‘

PRESENTS.

A student observes as the
coach demonstrates
the ‘Vertical Dive”
(WARP6)

2
o

TEACH YOURSELF SKYDIVING is a S0 minute tape for
the student about to embark on basic relative work.

You will find graphic examples of all the elementary
manoeuvres and how to do them. The tape will prepare you for
WARP coaching and improve your early relative work.

COACHING THE WARP System is a 57 minute tape
especially for Coaches of basic relative work. It demonstrates the
coaching format and shows examples of all ten WARP levels.

The tape comes complete with an aide memoire booklet
and six ring folder for convenient use in the field away from
a Video player.



BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION
AFFILIATED CLUBS AND CENTRES

BADMINTON PARACHUTE CLUB

Contact J Davis
Badminton, Avon
Tel: 045 421 486

BLACK KNIGHTS PARACHUTE CENTRE

Weekend centre, first jump SL courses, radios and
aeroconicals. Tandem courses. SL and FF progres-
sion to catergoty 10. RW and CRW instruction.
Cessna 105 (inflight door). SL and FF kit hire. Accu-
racy pit, canteen, washing and toilet facilities. Camp-
ing and caravansonDZ. B & B local.

Contact: Bob Parry

Patty’s Farm, Hilliam Lane,

Cockerham, Nr. Lancaster

Tel: weekend 0524 791820

(Midweek) 051 924 5560

BORDER PARACHUTE CENTRE

In beautiful Northumbian countryside. Cessna 205,
Full equipment, free hire RW/CRW instruction. Vis-
itors welcome, no membership fees. Centre has
superb accomadation (booking essential), Bar
Restaurant, Entertainments. All weekends and Wed-
nesdays and Friday afternoons/evenings (BST).
Border Parachute Centre

Dunstanburgh Housa, Embleton

Alnwick, Northumberiand

NE663XF

Tel: Embleton (066576) 588

BRITISH PARACHUTE SCHOOL

Open daily. Static Line Round and Square courses.
AFF and Tandem. Progression and WARP encour-
aged. 3xCessna 206 and Islander Accuracy Pit.
Bunkhouse with showers and Canteen and Bar on
DZ. Visitors welcome.

British Parachute School

The Control Tower, Langar Aitfield

Langar, Nottingham

Tel: 0349 60878

CORNWALL PARACHUTE CENTRE

Is about people enjoying themselves, safely, the
finest equipment, good food and friendly staff. C182,
Video, Tandem, Static Line Square, WARP. Unre-
stricted altitude. All types of accommodation availa-
ble. Open Wednesday through Sundays. Pleasecon-
tact Secretary Linda Ruth Grant.

Cornwall Parachute Centre

Frans Ranch, Old Naval Airfield

St Mertyn, Cornwall

Tel: 0841 540691

DUNKESWELL INTERNATIONAL
SKYDIVING CENTRE

Friendly full time with basic courses and tandem
jumping available all year round. Student progres-
sion, RW and CRW instruction, accuracy pit. Student
and ram air kit available. Overnight accommodation,
B&B nearby, canteen, bar and camping on DZ,
Cessna 206. Non members welcome.

DISC, Dunkeswell Airfield

Nr. Honiton, Devon

Tel: 0404 891350

DONCASTER PARACHUTE CLUB

The new skydiving centre ofthe north. Open Fri, Sat,
Sun & Bank Holidays - other weekdays by arrange-
ment. 1st jump static line courses, tandem jumps,
excellent student progression - WARP, RW, CRW
and AFF instruction by competent instructors. Radio
helmets, AAD’s, Accuracy Pit, student and experi-
enced kit hire. Cafe, toilet and shower facilities,
accommodation, caravans and camping. Bar on air-
field. C206 Cherokee 6 and Piper Lance. Competitive
jump prices, everyone welcome.

Doncaster Parachute Club

Doncaster Airfield

Doncaster, South Yorks

Tel: Weekends 0302 532922

Tel: Midweek 0532 505600

EAGLESCOTT PARACHUTE CENTRE

Open every weekend and also weekdays by arrange-
ment. Friendly small club atmosphere with emphasis
on safety. All students equipped with A.A.D.s, helmet
radios and GQ Aeroconicals. RW, CRW, Style and
Accuracy Coaching. Superb accuracy pit. Tents and
caravans on the DZ. Local B&B. If itiswindy, you can
always go surfing!

Dave Tylcoat

Eaglescott Parachute Centre

Eaglescott Airfield

Ashreighney, Chulmleigh

Devon EX18 7PH

07693 552/0392 75222

FIFE PARACHUTE CENTRE

Full time 9-7 from Wednesday to Sunday. Caters for
1st times, Progression, RW, CRW, Tandem. Facilities
include canteen, one aircraft, 22 bunks, camping
facilities, B&B locally. Everybody welcome.

Fife Parachute Centre

Muirhouses, Grange

Errol, Perthshire.

Tel: 08212673

FLYING TIGERS SKYDIVING CENTRE

Beginners’ course, Ram air progression, Tandem,
RW, CRW instruction. Restaurant, bar, camping
available, accommodation nearby. Cessna 206
always available. Open Friday through to Sunday all
year and other times by arrangement.

Flying Tigers Skydiving Centre

Goodwood Airfield, Nr Chichester

West Sussax

Tel: Kevin Mcliwee C243 533444

HALFPENNY GREEN SKYDIVING
CENTRE

Friendly centre catering for progression. RW, CRW
instruction. First jump courses, S/L square, Tandem
and AFF. Two Islander aircraft. Cessna 180 (in flight
door). Unrestricted altitude, accuracy pit, free bunk
house with showers. Food and bar on airfield. Camp-
ing available. Open weekends and by arrangement.
Halfpenny Green Skydiving Centre

The Airfield, Bobbington

Nr Stourbridge, West Midlands

Tel: 038 488 293

HEADCORN PARACHUTE CENTRE

Full time, 9 to dusk, very active midweek. All leveis of
instruction/progression, AFF, RW, style, Accuracy.
Experienced staff, 2 Islanders, video, team rates.
Canteen, free accommodation. Everybody welcome.
Headcorn Parachute Club

The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent

Tel: 0622 890862

IPSWICH PARACHUTE CENTRE

Open 6 days a week (closed Tuesdays). Islander and
Cherokee V1 permanently availabie - Student, RW
and CRW instruction by full time staff, accuracy pit,
excellent rigging facility. Food, accommodation,
camping and bar on drop zone.

Ipswich Parachute Centre

Ipswich Aiport, Nacton Road

Ipswich, 1P3 SQF

Tel: 0473 710044

LONDON PARACHUTE SCHOOL

Weekend club: beginners’ courses and progression
training. Farmland DZ. B&B available locally. Aero-
conicals Radios, boots and helmets loaned free. All
welcome at small but friendly club. Please telephone
beforehand for weekdays activity.

London Parachute School

P.O. Box 18, Goring on Thames,

Reading. RG8 9EW

Tel: 0249 651909

LONDON SKYDIVING CENTRE

1st Jump Course. S/L and Static Line Square, AFF,
Tandem. Experienced WARP Instructors. Load
Organising. Full Time Centre. Skyliner and Cessnas.
New clubhouse with showers, accommodation,
Cafeteria, Bar, Kit hire, Camping, easily accessible
from London and the Midlands. 5 miles from M1
(Junction 13 or 14). Very friendly club.

London Skydiving Centre

Cranfield Airport, Cranfield

Bedford. MK3 0AP

Tel: 0234 751866

MERLIN PARACHUTE CLUB

Open every weekend and bank holidays. Beginners
courses, excellent student progression, student
radios, AADs, boot and helmets, Tandem, WARP,
RW/CRWi instruction and airvideo available. Purpose
builttraining areas, toilet and canteen facilities, accu-
racy pit and Islander aircraft. Friendly atmosphere,
non members made very welcome. B&B and free
camping off camp.

Merlin Parachute Club

Topcliffe, Near Thirsk

North Yokshire

Tel: weekends 0748 832521 Ext 5367

Tel: weekdays 0904 645488

MIDLAND PARACHUTE CENTRE

Skydive MPC. Great weekend club. Islander, free kit
hire, video and tandem plus S/L and progression R/W
jumping. Bunkhouse and showers, bar and cafe on
aitfield. All welcome. Cheapest jump prices in the
Country.

Midland Parachute Centre

Long Marston Airfield

Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warks

Tel: 0789297959



NORTHERN IRELAND SERVICES
FREE FALL CLUB

S$.Sgt. T. Andrewes,
N.ISFF.C,

Shackleton Barracks,
B.F.P.0. 802

Tel: 0504 763221 Ext. 36472

NORTH WEST PARACHUTE CENTRE

Situated in fabulous Lakeland Scenery. Open
weekends and Banks Holidays. Student progression,
RW, CRW, BN Islander, kit hire, accuracy pit, canteen,
toilets, shower. Bunkhouse and camping on the air-
field.

NorthWestParachute Centre

Cark Aifield, Flookburgh

Nr. Grange-Over-Sands, Cumbria

Tel: Airfield 05395-58672/58555

Tel: Weekdays 0772 720848

OXON & NORTHANTS
PARACHUTE CENTRE

Situated off A422 between Banbury and Brackley.
Open everyweekend, midweek evenings during BST
months. Beginners S/Lcourses, radios, freefall prog-
ression, kit hire. Cessna 180 (inflight door) always
avaitable. Friendly atmosphere, visitors very wel-
come, no membership fee.

Oxon & Northants Parachute Centre
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield,

Steane, Nr. Brackley, Northants

Contact: Mike Bolton,

85 Oak Park Road,

Wordsley, Stourbridge

W. Midlands. DY8 5YJ

Tel: 0384 393373

PETERBOROUGH
PARACHUTE CENTRE

Full time centre. Shorts Skyvan, RW instruction.
Ground to Air and Air Video, unrestricted altitude,
accommodation, free camping, bar, food, tandem.
Eighteenyears unrivalled experience.

Peterborough Parachute Centre

Sibson Airfield, Wansford

Peterborough

Tel: Elton 0832 280490

RN & RM SPA

A F.F. Instruction by staff with over 2000 jumps each.
S/L progression, free fall progression, accuracy pit.
C.R.W. training by Europe’s most experienced and
successful jumpers, air to air video, kit hire (round
and square), Cessna 185 (in-flight door), Islander (in-
flight door), accommadation, bar, canteen, free
showers and camping.

R.N.R.M.S.P.A.

Dunkerswell Airfield, Dunkerswell,

Honiton, Devon.

Tel: 0404 891697/0404891716

SCOTTISH PARACHUTE CLUB

Open weekends and most public holidays. C206, all
types of training, best of facilities including: Fan
Trainer, Gravel Pit, 2 Training/Lecture rooms. Air to
Airvideo, electronic pad, canteen, lounge area, pack-
ing table.

Scottish Parachute Club

Strathallan Airfield

Auchterada, Perthshire. PH3 1LA

Tel: 0764 62572 weekends

SWANSEA PARACHUTE CLUB

Everyone welcome. Open Wednesdays through till
Sundays 08.30 - last light. Exception Thursdays
4.00 p.m. - last light. S/L square course, AADs,
radios, AFF, WARP, Airto Airvideo, tandem, licensed
cafeteria, toilets, camping and caravans. C207 unre-
stricted altitude. Holiday area.

Swansea Parachute Club

Swansea Airport,

Fairwood Common, Swansea

West Glamorgan.

Tel: 0792 296464

THE SPORT PARACHUTE CENTRE

Young progressive centre, operated by skydivers for
skydivers. Student and RW. Progression/AFF/Tan-
dem/RAPS/courses. Weekend and midweek even-
ings at present. Full-time soon. Cherokee 6 A/C, new
club building, unrestricted altitude. Canteen and
accommodation available.

The Sport Parachute Centre

Tilstock Airfield

Whitchurch, Shropshire

Tel: 0948 841111

WILD GEESE CENTRE-
NEW HIGH TECH TRAINING AREA

Open 7 daysa week. NITB Approved with accommo-

dation for 42, hot showers, full catering. Camping

welcome. Daily student courses - full indoor train-

ing - training to Cat 10, RW and CRW instruction

and Night Jumping. S/L Square courses, AFF, Tan-

dem Jumping and Display Team. Kit Hire, AADs,

Radios, Air to Air Video and a large accuracy pit with

(éompetition pad. Cessna 206 and Pilatus Porter PC6
2H4.

Wild Geese Skydiving Centre

Movenis Airfield

116 Carrowreagh Road

Garvagh, Coleraine

Co.Londonderry N. Ireland

Tel DZ: (02665) 58609/57050

Dave Penny: 0265 58002

ARMY PARACHUTE ASSOC

The Commandant, JSPC

Airfield Camp, Netheravon
Salisbury, Wilts. SP4 9SF

Tel: Bulford Camp 0980 33371 ext:
Commandant 8245

Chief Instructor 8229

Staff 8277

RAFSPA

Weston-on-the-Green, Nr Bicester,
Oxon. Tel: 086 989343

THE RED DEVILS

Queen’s Parade, Aldershot, Hants.
Tel: 0252 24431 ext. 4600/4699
Contact: Red Devils,

Browning Barracks,

Aldershot, Hants.

SILVER STARS PARACHUTE TEAM

RCT PARACHUTE CLUB
Azimghur Barracks, Colerne
Chippenham, Wilts. SN14 8QY
Tel: 0225 743585/743240 Ext 5265

OVERSEAS
CLUBS & CENTRES

CYPRUS COMBINED SERVICES
PARACHUTE CLUB (CCSPC)

CJSATC Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58

Tel: from UK

010357 47 44337 (Office)
010357 47 44245 (D.2.)
Contact: club CC}

JOINT SERVICES PARACHUTE CENTRE
HONG KONG

Borneo Lines, BFPO 1
Tel: 0-483 7221

RAPA JSPC(L)

Bielefelderstr. Normandy, Kaserne
4791 Sennelager

Tel: 010495 254 822378

JSPC(L), STC, Sennelager, BFPO 16

OTHER ORGANISATIONS
ASSOCIATED TO THE BPA

SCOTTISH SPORT PARACHUTE
ASSOCIATION

Organisers of the Scottish Nationals. All visitors
assured of a warm Scottish welcome.

Richard Bunchan

Lynemore, Madderty

Crieff, Perthshire. PH7 3NY

Tel: 0764 83 255

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE
ASSOCIATION

Lancashire Polytechnic Skydiving Club
Lancashire Polytechnic Students Union
Fylde Road Preston Lancashire PR1 2TQ

Bath University

Exeter University
Lancashire Polytechnic
Leicester University
Manchester University
Newcastle Polytechnic
Nottingham Polytechnic
Portsmouth Polytechnic
Southampton University
South Bank Polytechnic
Surrey University

Gavin Mcleod bcpa chairman 1990
Douglas Naismith bcpa secretary 1990

SLIPSTREAM ADVENTURES

With 4 fulltime AFF instructors and 6 AFF rigs at our
disposal. Slipstream offers you outstanding instruc-
tion. We operate full time with the use of all Head-
corn’s facilities. We also offer RW/AFF Courses at
Avignon in the South of France.

Slipstream Adventures

The Airfield, Headcorn

Kent. TN27 9HX

Tel: 0622 890641/890862

POPS UK

Hon Tres/Sec Graham St Ctair
37 Fetti Place, Witney
Oxfordshire

Tel: 0993 704095

EAST COAST PARACHUTE CENTRE

8 Burns Crescent, Chelmsford

Essex, CM2 0TS

Currently sharing facilities with the London
Parachute School at Lewknor Drop Zone.

If your club or centre is not
featured on these pages, or if
any of the

information is incorrect, please
contact the Editor immediately.



SPORT PARACHUTIST ADVERTISING RATES
As effective from 1st October 1989

@ Black & White 1Issue 3-5Issues 6Issues
Full Page £182.00 £173.00 £155.00
HalfPage £100.00 £95.00 £85.00
QuarterPage £55.00 £52.00 £47.00
Eighth Page £32.00 £31.00 £27.00

Prices shown are exclusive of VAT. VAT will be added to invoices at
15%.

@® COLOUR
Add £200.00 to Black and White rates. An origination charge will be
added if colour separated artwork is not supplied. Spot colour add
20% to black and white rate for each spot colour required.

@ COPY ‘
Advert rates quoted are for Camera-ready Artwork supplied by the
advertiser. Where adverts have to be set an additional artwork charge
will be included on the invoice.

invoice date.

@ CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

must be pre-paid.

accompany the advert.

magazine.

artwork supplied.

@ SPECIAL POSITION
Advance booking is required. First come, first served.
Insideback cover +5%
Page1l +10%
Backcover(colouronly) +30%
@ INSERTS
£40.00 per 1000 A4 size.
@ DEADLINES
Space 5th of month preceeding cover date.
Cancellations 5th of month preceeding cover date.
Camera-ready Artwork 12th of month preceeding cover date.
Copy requiring Artwork 7th of month preceeding cover date.
@ DISCOUNTS

15% early payment discount if invoices are settled within 15 days of

Repeat advert discount will only apply subject to full payment within
30 days of booking advertising space.

@® SPORT PARACHUTIST RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REQUEST
FULL PAYMENT PRIOR TO ANY ADVERT APPEARING.

£5.00 for a minimum of 40 words. Additional words at 10p per word.
Please note that classified adverts cannot be taken by telephone and

Cheques made payable to “Sport Parachutist (BPA Ltd.)” must

Sport Parachutist accept no responsibility for any supposed defects
in the goods, services or practices represented or advertised in the

Sport Parachutist reserves theright to refuse any advertisment which
they consider misleading or unsuitable for publication in the
magazine, due either to content or to quality of camera-ready

Complete kit. Harness-chaser black,silver
(throwaway), main-fury, black/ralnbow, 25
jumps. Reserve phantom 26, black silver
never used.Large protec & dytter, altimeter,
2 jumpsuite, mat, rig bag, gloves etc. Excel-
lent condition £900.

Tel: 0932 783775 Dave

Complete rig: 21 jumps only. Main fury,
talon container, with Phantom 26 reserve.
Excellent condition £1100.

Tel: 0981 250274 (day), 0981 7697 (evening)

Complete rig. Ideal first kit. Laser main in
invader container (throwaway) under 100
jumps firefly (square) reserve never used.
Plus carrybag, large packing mat,Alti Il with
pad never used. Jumpsuit red medium, red
protec; Sward winter gloves £1000the lotor
will sell seperately.

Tel: 0773 821856 (evenings)

More Class Ads on page 31

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

Complete System: Parachutes De France
Turbo main (220 ft/2), Minimax Square
reserve(unused) In Jaguar pack and
harness. Only 35 jumps, very good
condition.£1300.

Tel: 0606 40549

Complete System: Cruiselite Main (Silver,
Purple, Burgundy) under 200 jumps. Swift
Square Reserve (light blue). Invader
container (P.1.S.A.) with throwaway pliot
chute but with fittings for pin pull £830
0.n.0. Also jumpsuit available

Tel: 0705 291397 Andrew (Portsmouth)

STT Racer (pull out or throwaway) contain-
ing Maverick Main & Phantom 26 Reserve
(mods & acid free) 150 jumps £850 o.n.o.
TSE Jetstream container (throwaway)
containing strato-star main and 124 reserve.
Ideal first kit for a lightweight person £100
o.n.o.
Wonderhog container (throwaway) contaln-
ing heavyweight cloud main & lopo 26
reserve. Ideal first kit £200 o.n.o.

Tel: 051 924 2324

Complete Rigs, TSE Chaser, Pegasus Main
pre 4 reserve good first kit £450 o.n.0. or
Wonderhog with ralnbow coloured cloud
and round reserve ideal first kit £300 o.n.o.
Tel: 051 709 6593 Dave (day time)

SST Racer (Pull Out) burgundy, silver, sky
blue Phantom 24 Acid tested & moded.
Excalibur 170 main (pin, blue, silver) approx
200 jumps £800 o.n.o.

Tel: 061 962 4253 John

Video System £1900
Sony Industrial 101 camera with 8mm lens.
Panasonic NV180 lightweight recorder with
2 batteries and recharger. Dickinson helmet
with Newton ringsight, quick release for
recorder cable, internally mounted
parachute with static line deployment, and
swivel mount for stlll camera.
3 complete rigs, ready to jump, each with
square reserve and custom leather hacky
handles on throw out deployment system
£950 Vector, navy blue wih red and white
PD190 and Firelight reserve.
£950 Mirage, navy blue with black, blue and
pink PD190 (sounds awful, looks good in the
air), and Swift reserve.
£950 Talan, black with red and white closure
flashes, red white and blue cllpper, and
superraven reserve.
Altimaster 3 with wrist mount, Altimaster 2
with chest mount,Protec helmet.

Tel: 081 883 3297 Chris (evenings)

1st Square kit/bargain 2nd kit Main: GQ unit
(red, white & blue),Reserve: 26’ lopo (acid
free), Container: GQ system (black)
Complete for £265.

Tel: 081 460 3451 Matthew (after 6 pm)

Complete rig: Talon container, throwaway,
custom black,red,smoke Clipper main,
black,red,smoke, 10 jumps only; Phantom
24’ reserve (acld free) American Import, cost
£1700 will accept £1200 o.n.0. State of the
artkitata bargain price.

0474352138 Simon (evenings)

Complete rig, 200 jumps. Chaser, fury main
(throwaway), Preserve IV (acld tested, never
used). Excellent condition £630 o.n.o.

Tel: 0980 70499

Complete system: Parafoll 252 Main, Defen-
der reserve, wonderhog container. Approx
150 jumps (reserve unused). All in excellent
condition. £500 0.n.o.

‘ Tel: 066124290



FFi: Phoenix Parachute Center
P.O. Box 1889 » Zephyrhills, FL 33539
(813) 788-5591 » FAX (813) 783-1339
STORE (813) 783-2932
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Leicester
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Tel: 0533 785271

" Please use the B.P.A. Shop price list enclosure when ordering, quoting colour and size required.
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