
JUNE 1990

18 W ay D iam on d 
A nother C R W  jew el from  the R oyal 

M arin es
A team  of Royal M arines from  p ast an d  presen t d isp lay  
team s gathered  together at N etheravon  at the end of 
April.

The plan w as to practice a base  9 for an eventual 18 
d iam ond CRW  form ation over the first w eekend and 
start the big attem p ts d u rin g  the w eek.

Follow ing a few sm ooth  form ation s of 9 an d  10 it w as 
d ecided  to have a go  at 17 w hilst con dition s w ere perfect 
on the Su n d ay  even ing.

After a slow  build up  of the initial 4 and a single 
can opy  that just w ou ldn 't get there it all cam e together at
5,000 feet.

S o  perfect w as the form ation that Sim on W ard com ­
p leted the p ro cess o f taking a few  sn a p s  an d  then had 
tim e to join the bottom  of the form ation to com plete the 
U K 's first 18 D iam ond.

SP id  - lull Report 
CRW World Meet 
Club Corner 
Iree Jail Simulator



Sports
Equipment

Zerox in Cordura with GQ SAC and Fury main.

SERVICE FROM'A'TO ‘D*
Nineteen years in our sport has 

provided TSE with a wealth of experience 
in the development and manufacture of 
parachute equipment...an enthusiasm 
and commitment producing THE complete 
service. A service second to none. This in 
turn means that you can be confident in the 
knowledge thatwithTSEyou are using the 
best available, from that initial PLF through 
to SCR and beyond...

Staff qualifications are more than 
impressive. 4 FAA Master Riggers (4 BPA 
Aav. Rigger/Examiners), with a collective 
total of over 6000jumps oversee all 
aspects of the production, maintenance 
and repair operation at the loft. Every care 
is taken to ensure that each rig from TSE 
meets the highest possible standards, from 
basic S/Lto the most advanced assemblies 
on today's market.

It should come as no surprise to find 
out that we have supplied student freefall 
rigs (including AFFkitdeveloped by TSE 
for use in this country), to the majority of 
British clubs. Of the largest military and 
civilian centres, APA at Netheravon, 
RAFSPA at Weston, Slipstream 
Adventures, Headcom P.C. and 
Peterborough P.C., all use equipment from 
TSE for advanced students. If you’ve just 
come through the Cat system, the chances 
are that TSE were helping you progress.

And it doesn't stop there...
At the top of the range, the TSE 

CHASER still maintains its position as the 
best-selling state of the art rig in the U.K., 
with over 1500 now in the possession of 
some of the country's finest skydivers.

FOLLOW THE LEADERS
The British 8 way team doesn’tivt

make decisions lightly concerning ne  
equipment. Nor do the Royal Marines. 
Their decision is made based upon sound 
knowledge and experience. TSE were 
pleased to supply them with all their 
requirements.

new

Leather Chaser with Firelite Reserve and Maverick Main

THE FIGURES
Whilst our quality will never be 

sacrificed for bargain-basement prices, 
take a look at our list in this issue and you' 11 
see just how competitive it is. GENUINE 
affiliation with major U.S. manufacturers 
together with comprehensive currency 
handling facilities, enable smooth, cost 
effective transactions to be made on either 
side of the Atlantic.

No matter if it’s a purchase, repack or 
repair, TSE will come through with service, 
quality and a keen price...fast.

Give Chris or Derek a call on 
0262678299 Fax 0262 602063

or write/drop in for details 
and information packs

THOMAS SPORTS EQUIPMENT • PINFOLD LANE • BRIDLINGTON • N. HUMBERSIDE • Y016 5XS



ATOM. This rig knows how to fit the contours of your body

With ATOM the exp erts at PARACHUTES DE FRANCE have found 
the so lu tion  for the skyd iver w ho d e m an d s the best.

ATOM is  a  new  h arn ess  an d  container sy stem  m ad e  u p  o f  
perfectly m atched  com pon en ts. It com b in es all the m erits 
o f  m o d em  techn ology  including la se r  cutting o f  all 
textile parts.

M odem  sk yd ivers have e x p re sse d  their n eed  for narrow  
containers that d o n ’t extend b eyon d  their back. A  narrow  
rig in creases fall rate b y  reducing drag an d  allow s 
unhindered m ovem en t o f  the arm s.

The ATOM size  0 , which is sh ow n  here, m easu re s  
2 9  cm  (1 1 .5  in.) w ide at the bottom , w hen it con tains 
a  BT-50 m ain  an d  a  Mayday reserve.

To ach ieve the h igh est d egree  o f  com fort, safety  
an d  durability, w e h ave  integrated featu res like 
luxury foam  pad d in g , p lastic  ton gu es, reserve pin  
protection  and  a  m olar sh ap e d  freebag.

We are proud to h ave  created  ATOM. You will be  
prou d  to ow n this real “ob je t d ’art” .

Contact on e  o f  our know ledgeab le  distributors. 
They will b e  h appy  to inform  you  o f  av a ilab le  
s iz e s , m aterials, co lo rs an d  option s.

PARACHUTES DE FRANCE S.A. B.P. 247, 95523 CERGY-PONTOISE CEDEX (FRANCE)
Tel. (1) 30 3216 33 -  Telex: PARCHUT 607 061 F -  Fax: (1) 30 32 4311



FLY  ALTIMASTER
For precision accuracy, fast response and reliability, the Alti II 

and Alti III are the best parachuting altimeters available.
Range: 0-12,000ft 

Options
Chest Pad

Prices inc. VAT
Alti II £110.00
Wrist strap kit £12.50
Alti III £139.95
Wrist strap and brackets 
Alti II £12.50
Alti III hand mount £6.95 
Post & Packing £2.50

Mainair Sports 
Alma Industrial Estate 
Regent St.
Rochdale 
Lancs 
QL12 0HQ

Price subject to rate o f exchange fluctuation

£4.95

UK approved service centre 
for sales & repairs

Sports 
Instruments

28 High Street
Whitchurch
Shropshire

Tel (0948) 2179

ANGEL GRAPHICS
213 The Commercial Centre 

Picket Piece, Andover 
Hampshire. SP11 6LU 

Tel: (0264) 334462 Fax: (0264) 334467

Contact Tony Lewis on (0264) 334462

British 
Parachute 

Schools
Langar Airfield, Langar, Nottingham. Tel: (0949) 60878

Courses now offered:
Static Line Round 
Static Line Square - RAPS 
Progression jumps and WARP encouraged 
AFF courses and Tandem jumps.

Unrestricted
Altitude

3 Cessna 206's 
BN Islander

OPEN EVERY DAY 
Visitors welcome

Bunkhouse

Pit

MEETS
23 June-1 July Classics and CRW Nationals 
Instructor Courses throughout August 
25-30 August RW Workshop

Cafe

Bar

Camping
Area
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WORLD FREESTYLE 
COMPETITION 1990

• The Following ammendments were 
made to Appendix 1, (Rules for the Clas­

sic Events) at the Competitions Meeting of the

NEWS

Skydiving reunion planned

• The next Northern California Skydiving 
Reunion will be held in Calistoga on 

August 4th and 5th. All parachutists who 
jumped during the 1960s are invited.

The last reunion in 1988 drew over 210 jum­
pers and their families. Somes of the clubs rep­
resented were the California Parachute Club, 
The Golden Gate Sky Divers, Lincoln 
Parachute club, Diablo Skydivers, Calistoga 
Sky Divers, Schellville Skydivers, Yolo 
Parachutes Club, Chico Sport Parachute Club, 
and the Latin Skydivers. There were even a 
couple of old Skylarks lurking around the keg. 
There were a lot of low D license numbers and 
several of those who jumped before D num­
bers.

For more information on the August soiree, 
contact the Old Friends Association, Ed 
Nunes, 1924-A Hidden Valley Drive, Santa 
Rosa, CA 95404. Telephone: (707) 578-1959.

• The Parachute Industry Association will 
not be hosting its annual Riggers' confer­

ence in Muskogee, Oklahoma during the 
National's in July 1990. PIA has decided to 
make a change in its annual sponsorship of the 
Riggers' conference, a big change! PIA will 
sponsor the International Parachute Sym­
posium Incorporating the Riggers' conference.

PIA, during its Summer 1989 Meeting, voted 
to hold the next Riggers' conference, now the 
International Parachute Symposium, during 
the winter of 1991 in Orlando, Florida. It was 
felt that an event held only a few months after 
this past conference in July was too soon both 
for organisational and attendance reasons. It is 
hoped that the move to the winter will enable 
those usually tied up with busy summer 
schedules to attend in greater numbers.

In addition, USPA and PIA are coordinating 
their winter meetings with the parachute 
sysmposium at the same location, during the 
week, so travel and lodging can be combined.

It is hoped the combined events will bring 
together the greatest gathering of parachute 
industry professionals, riggers, drop zones, 
and jumpers the skydiving scene has ever 
assembled in one place for the purpose of reg­
ulating, learning, and exchanging ideas and 
techniques.

It is hoped the event will attract interested 
individuals from around the world with the 
expanded agenda which will be of interest to 
more than just U.S. paarticipants.

The parachute symposium will be held on 
21, 22, 23 January 1991, in Orlando, Florida at 
the Holiday Inn International Drive Resort 
with tours planned on the 24th. a welcome 
cocktail party, and a banquet are also being 
planned. USPA and PIA board meetings are 
being planned for just before or just after the 
sysmposium. In addition, it is expected that 
many other activities will be piggy backed to 
the symposium making it a must attend event!

Registration information is being prepared 
and will be available in a couple of months.

4th April 1990.
Appendix 1, Para 3 (Accuracy: Conduct of 
Event) sub-para a) should now read:

'g) At the end of the 8th round the top 20 
male and the top 20 female individuals in the 
Senior event will qualify for the semi-finals 
(round 9). The top 10 male and the top 10 
female individuals at the end of round 9 will 
qualify for the finals and will do the 10th and 
final round. The 9th and 10th rounds will be 
jumped as individual accuracy from a 
maximum height of 2,500 ft. to a minimum of 
2,200 ft.'
Appendix 1, Para 4 (Style: Conduct of Event) 
sub-para c) should now read:

'c) At the end of the 3rd round the top 10 
male female individuals in the Senior event 
will qualify for the final (round 4)'.

• The Royal Marines at Dunkeswell have 
recently taken delivery of a new BN2 

Islander - check it out!

• This unusual shot was taken last May 
over the London Parachute School at 

Lewknor, and may be of interest ot newcomers 
to the sport. The student, Giana Sacamani, 
was carrying out her first ever jump, and the 
main, due to twisted lines, was having trouble 
opening. Giana, following her training, acted 
as instructed and opened her reserve. She had 
a safe landing, but unfortunately is now too 
scared to jump!

If in doubt...

• In this unique competition, the frees- 
tylist and a cameraman form a team - 

the entries will be judged on the camera work 
as well as the freestyle. The preliminary round 
will be judged by videotape in early August. 
Deadline for video entries is August 1, 1990. 
The top 10 teams in each category will be 
invited to compete in the final rounds in 
Bryan, Texas. The finals will be held in con­
junction with the TeXXas 20-Way Relative 
Work Competition on September 28-30, 1990. 
Entries must be unedited, unspliced, single 
skydives in either the solo female, or solo male 
categories. Music may be added to the tape 
before submitting it for judging. Sherry 
Schrimsher and Norm Kent will be judges for 
the preliminary round and Mike "Michigan" 
Sandberg will be the chief judge. The entry fee 
for the preliminary round is $50.00, which 
includes a videotape containing the rules and 
an example entry. There will be an additional 
fee for non-NTSC format. Your entry must be 
submitted on the tape that we send to you. For 
more information or an entry form please con­
tact Aggies Over Texas, Inc. 6120A Hwy 21 
East, Bryan, Texas, 77803 at (409) 778-0245 
(weekends) or call Mary Hankins/Steve Has­
kett at home (409) 693-0415.

• A B.P. A. Provisional Riggers Course will 
be held at Curtis Rigging Services Ltd. 

for one week commencing 3rd December, 
1990.

Any B.P.A. member with two years in the 
sport may apply for a place on the course.

For further information contact John Curtis 
on Gainsborough 0427/614917.
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SPORT PARACHUTIST I

SP Ed. The Background
John felt compelled to write the letter as he 

had played a lead role in supporting Steve's 
applications to become Editor but now felt 
that it had been a mistake. He was also writ­
ing it purely as BPA member and not in any 
official capacity.

Dear Jim,
I have just read my copy o f the April 1990issue 
o f Sport Parachutist. I have some observations 
which I would like to record about the contents 
of what is, on the face of it, a well presented 
magazine.

Before doing so, and for the benefit o f others 
who may subsequently read this letter, we 
should remember that as a sport, we are heav­
ily funded by a Government department (the 
Sports Council) and we operate under permis­
sion from another Government department 
(the CAA), both o f whom read our magazine. 
We know they do because in the past, they 
have criticised or otherwise commented on 
articles etc. contained therein.

Let us now look at what this bumper issue 
contains for us:
1. On page 2 we have an advertisement for 
the Boogie in Southern Africa, with Council 
Member Amanda Kenny's phone number as 
the contact. It sounds like a fun event to 
attend, but remember the Government 
attitude to sporting links with South Africa 
when you read an article about the same 
boogie later on.
2. Move on to page 5. Note a small mention 
about Pete Reynolds filming a new WARP 
video. The fact that the Association has agreed 
to contribute 60% of the costs is unfortunately 
omitted. Never mind, members may be able to 
find out about our support in some other way!

We also have one third of the page taken up 
with an "obituary", to Amanda Kenny's pet 
dog. Whilst her loss is most unfortunate, I 
doubt its value as an item in the magazine. 
Note also the gratuitous use of the photo 
which caused considerable dismay at the CAA 
when it first appeared, and which the Editor 
now takes an opportunity to reprint.
5. Then we arrive at Page 10, the correspon­
dence column. Here, by careful selection of let­
ters, use of comments, and where "approp­
riate", failure to use the "right of reply", which 
incidentally, the Editor champions elsewhere, 
we have a veritable hornets’ nest of com­
plaints, largely directed against you person­
ally, or the council generally.

I do not know why, so long after the event, 
either Martin Evans chose to write his letter, or 
the Editor chose to print it. I do believe it is 
intended to be highly damaging to you, and 
vicariously, the Association. I believe the deci­
sion to print it was taken deliberately to pro­
voke unnecessary comment about a matter 
which was concluded long ago. In my view, 
the Editor's decision was indefensible and 
intolerable.

We then have the predictable letter gener- 
a ted as a result of the blank space left in the last 
issue's correspondence column. Notice the 
Editor's voluminous reply, including his final 
appeal for support for his proposal for the 
magazine to become the, and I quote "unoffi­
cial" journal. By unoffical, based on recent 
events, I imagine the Editor means unanswer­
able, or perhaps uncontrollable. Finally, note 
the unnecessary comment about fax machines.

we then have the letter from Mr. Carlton 
about Tony Butler, which is not accompanied 
by any reply from Tony, from which people 
will no doubt draw their own conclusions. 
This can hardly help Tony's own position 
within the sport, or come to that, the Associa­
tion's.

In conclusion, the overall tone of this section 
is of major dissent within the sport, and of con­
siderable disenchantment with the BPA Coun­
cil and its Chairman. Note the amoun t of edito­
rial in relation to other copy. This is Editorial

freedom taken to the most excessive and in my 
opinion unacceptable extremes. It is 
thoroughly irresponsible journalism.
4. Let us now consider the article on Page 18. 
I wonder what the Editor's purpose was when 
declining to write this piece. It is highly selec­
tive in content, in that it seeks to show how 
badly Rob Colpus was treated, how poorly 
qualified John Hitchen is for the role, and how, 
despite representations from certain eminent 
quarters, the Council obstinately went ahead 
with its decision. There are several factual 
inaccuracies. Factual inaccuracies. The article 
is, in my opinion, designed to drive yet 
another wedge between members and the 
Council, and will undoubtedly be another 
cause celebre in coming months.

5. On Page 23 we have Amanda's article 
about the Bophuthatswana Boogie. This is the 
second year running that this report has 
appeared, despite previously aired comments 
that sports Council were disturbed by the situ­
ation, and in particular that senior people 
within the sport appear to support links with 
South Africa. Before anyone mentions "South­
ern Africa", note that in the article we are told 
that next year there will be organised trips into 
South Africa, both for sightseeing and for 
skydiving.
6. On page 28, we have a pointless piece of 
rubbish headed 'Hints for Would-Be Skydiv- 
ers'. I am not sure whether the Sports Council 
would see this as helpful to their aims of 
increased participation and retention. I just 
thought it was a waste of space in the 
magazine.

I now come to the poin t of my letter. I regret 
that, despite having been instrumental in 
appointing Steve Eversfield as Editor, and 
having supported him throughout his 
"career", I now call for him to be dismissed 
from his post.

There is a vicious, critical and carping under­
tone to this magazine, which I for one find 
highly offensive. It cannot do anything either 
for harmony within the sport, or for our 
relationship with the Sports Council, the CAA 
and others, to read some of this garbage.

I wan t to be en tertained and informed by our 
magazine. I do want to hear news and views, 
but I do not want to be regaled with whingeing 
tales from expatriate skydivers, carping arti­
cles by the Editor and so on. I want to see the 
magazine edited responsibly, with due regard 
to the wider issues that may be affected by 
what goes into print.

The magazine belongs to the Asociation. Of 
course it also belongs to our members, but 
Council is elected to manage matters on their 
behalf. It should not be hijacked by a morally 
bankrupt Editor for his own insidious pur­
poses. If Council are doing things wrong, the 
Ballot Box is the proper place to change things, 
not the magazine.

In my opinion, and I write as someone who 
has sixteen years' worth of magazines kept at 
home, this issue is, for the reasons previously 
stated, the worst I have ever read.

Steve Eversfield must be dismissed 
immediately before his vicious pen achieves its 
apparent objective o f anarchy within, and the 
ultimate destruction of, our sport.

Yours Sincerely 
John Lines

To all BPA Council Members:
Whilst I am perfectly aware that John Lines 

letter of 30th April was addressed to Jim 
Crocker, and copied to the BPA Council, it was 
totally about me or the April edition of Sport 
Parachutist for which I was the Editor. Thank­
fully there are a couple of free minded indi­
viduals on the BPA Council who thought it 
was only fair that I see a copy of the charge 
sheet before sentence is passed on Thursday 
and my tenure as Editor is brought to an 
abrupt end. Although I  have absolutely no 
confidence that this letter will change anyone's 
mind,  it may at least serve the purpose of shor­
tening Thursday's meeting and allow 
everyone the chance to get their expense 
claims in, have a beer in the pub and be home 
with their feet up before the News at Ten is 
over. Here are my observations on John Lines 
literary dissertation:

His comments about the Mmbatho Boogie 
seem to insinuate that there is a total embargo 
on reporting events in Southern or South 
Africa, or even printing the words South, 
Southern or South Africa adjacent to each 
other. If there is, it has never been communi­
cated to me. John correctly states that this is 
the second year running that Amanda Kenny 
has written an article on this Boogie; in last 
year's article (Sport Parachutist, April 1989, 
Page 23) Amanda finished with the following 
sentences:

"There are several DZs in South Africa to be 
visited during a subsequent holiday. If anyone 
would like any details before next year I will be 
happy to provide them."

To the best of my knowledge the Gleneagles 
Agreement was in force then as well as now 
and the Sports Council's attitude has not 
changed in the last year, so why is it that John 
did not register any complaint then, could it be 
that it was less expedient to do so?

Let us move on to page five and Pete 
Reynolds' WARP video. The objective here is 
to prove that I deliberately and maliciously 
refused to acknowledge the BP A s donation to 
this film as part of my insidious plot to under­
mine the Association, this is not so.

Pete Reynolds wrote a personal letter to me 
requesting that I mention that he was doing 
the film. He made no mention o f any BPA 
funding. I have searched through my minutes 
file and have come across only one reference to 
this subject. I would refer you to the Develop­
ment Meeting Minutes of Tuesday 20th 
March, pages 2 and 3 under the heading of 
"WARP SYSTEM VIDEO - PETE 
REYNOLDS/SIMON WARD. Please note that 
there is absolutely no men tion of any BPA con­
tribution being approved whatsoever. Also 
note that the copy date for the April edition 
was the 30th March. If there was a reference to 
this matter in a subsequent meeting it is highly 
unlikely that I would have received the 
minutes early enough to have beaten this 
deadly.

I would like to point out that when the BPA 
Council members do tell what they are doing 
or what they would like to see printed, I react 
positively. If you look two inches to the right of 
the news item on the WARP Video you will see 
the piece about the "Memoranda and Articles" 
being updated; Lyn George was good enough 
to send me a letter telling me about it. Again, if 
you turn to page 42, there, pinned on the 
noticeboard is something entitled "BPA Coun­
cil goes out to meet the members". Who wrote 
this informative little snippet? well bugger me, 
to usea popular phrase, if it wasn't John Lines! 
How did I know about this fine example of

5
J



I  SPORT PARACHUTIST ■

democracy on the hoof? John sent me a letter, 
thank you John, if you hadn't sent me that 
information it would never have appeared in 
the magazine at all.

The objections to the obituary on Amanda 
Kenny's dog only prove that John Lines made 
a wise choice in not taking up a career in the 
media. Most o f the world cried when Lassie 
didn't come home and mourned when Rin- 
Tin-Tin died. A s the only skydiving dog that I 
am aware of I  considered it to be an acceptable 
news item. My only comment in regard to the 
CAA is that they can now sleep sound in the 
knowledge that Katie won't be chalking her 
name on the board anymore for the next Islan­
der lift at Netheravon.

John starts his complaints about the letters 
page by stating that they were carefully 
selected. In the April edition I printed every 
letter I  received, there was no selection, or cen­
sorship.

The Martin Evans letter arrived in January, 
ju st too late to be included in the February edi­
tion. I was aware that it was sensitive and took 
the precaution of referring it to a solicitor so as 
not to repeat the libel fiasco that accompanied 
the February issue. A right of reply was not 
given because it was not necessary, the BPA 
were not involved so there was no BPA view­
point to seek.

As for it being unnecessary to commen ton a 
matter that was concluded long ago, Martin is 
still commonly referred to, both verbally and 
in print, as the chap that sued the BPA (Sport 
Parachutist, August 1989, Page 12). If it was so 
important to acknowledge the £3000 BPA 
grant for Pete Reynolds' WARP video how 
come a £178,000 damages award is not worth 
men tioning? The size of the Martin Evans pay­
out and the circumstances leading up to it have 
never been reported in the magazine in any 
way at all, I felt it was time they were. A s for it 
being concluded long ago, costs for the case 
have ju st been submitted for adjucation, it's 
not over yet.

My reply to so called “predictable" letter 
about the last issue's blank space was as 
detailed as it needed to be. I  seem to remember 
being told by Council that my previous edito­
rials were seen by members as being a BPA vie­
wpoint so if  I had anything to say would I 
please consign it to the letters page. I  have 
complied to that request and have not written 
an editorial in the last two issues; I  am still in 
the wrong it would seem. A s for my comments 
about the fax being unnecessary? They were 
about as unnecesaary as the slippery reason 
why Sue Dixon's proposal couldn't be voted 
on at this year's AGM.

Immediately after I received a copy o f the 
April issue I  phoned Tony Butler to apologise 
about the lack of reply to John Carlton's letter. 
John Linesknows Tony Butler too well for him 
not to know that this is the case, he is ju st mis­
chief making.

Before putting the letter in the magazine I 
spoke to Tony and told him that I was printing 
it with the following reply:
"All this letter seems to prove is that, contrary 
to popular belief, the NCSOs are more 
interested in seeing people jump than not."

Tony seemed quite happy with this reply. 
Unfortunately the other Tony (Lewis) ommit- 
ted to put it in the magazine, it was a mistake 
which he acknowledges and apologises for. I, 
as I have already done, apologise also.

The article I wrote about the CIP delegate 
was a perfectly responsible piece on jour­
nalism. If you cast your mind back to the 5th 
March you will recall a letter from Tony Knight 
taking me to task for the content of the Feb­
ruary issue of Sport Parachutist. He also chose 
to attach a personal letter which I  hadn't 
received due to an addressing error. AS well as 
being STC Chairman and CCI o f Ipswich 
Parachute Centre, Tony revealed himself, as a

result o f some unnecessary personal remarks, 
to be an expert on "Napoleonic willies (1769- 
1821)". In the course of further, and more 
restrained, communication between us Tony 
made the following observations on the con­
tent of the magazine.

"By all means raise contentious issues, ask 
public questions and examine them. If Council 
is ever in bad error it should be called to 
account and quality journalism is a very effec­
tive way of doing that."

I would manitain that the CIP article stayed 
strictly within the bounds of that statement. 
As for the content being selective, I agree, it 
was. I  chose not to select the following quotes:

14th February 1989, letter from Chairman 
Jim Crocker to the then National Development 
Officer, Sue Dixon, about the forthcoming 
vote on the CIP delegate.

"1 am a great believer, where possible, in 
preserving continuity. I think it is particularly 
so where, as in this case, the delegate has thus 
far carried out an outstanding job on behalf of 
the Association."

22nd December 1988, letter from John 
Hitchen to the Council.

"Council requested that anyone wishing to 
represent the Association as CIP Delegate 
should write a CV for consideration.

This came about because of a proposal by 
J.L. Thomas that I should be CIP Delegate and 
he be Alternate Delegate.

Having considered this proposal for some 
time, I can see no problems with the present 
arrangement. Rob Colpus has always rep­
resented the Association well.

I believe it is essential that a National Coach 
represents the Association at CIP as more and 
more CIP deals with safety matters and this is 
likely to increase in the future. The National 
Coach is current with all aspects of parachut­
ing and will be aware, when important deci­
sions are being made, of what will be in the 
best interests of the Association and its mem­
bers. This representation need not be as Dele­
gate but can adequately suffice as alternate.

What happened in 1989, did Rob Colpus 
stop doing an "outstanding job ,"  did he fail to 
"represent the Associatio well"? The whole 
point o f the article was that whilst there was a 
mass of material, comment and opinion sup­
porting the status quo, there was nothing to 
justify Rob being replaced as CIP Delegate.

John Lines again displays his ignorance on 
magazine matters with his complaints about 
the "Hints for would be skydivers". 
Magazines do not magically fall into 48 or 52 
page blocks by themselves, gaps appear, space 
has to be filled. Whilst agreeing that it was not 
straight out of the top drawer of articles, I  am 
not so overburdened with material that I can 
be so picky.

As for the merits of this "pointless piece of 
rubbish", it was written by a pointless and rub­
bishy member from Swansea, Chris Jones, he 
also wrote the jargon dictionary on the oppo­
site page. In his letter, which accompanied 
these articles, he informed me tha tit had been 
written for local consumption at his DZ and it 
had proved to be very popular. He continued 
thus:

"Sport Parachutist is good; I think you've 
done a remarkably impressive job to overcome 
the inherent problems of editing any 'house 
rag'. But it isn't overburdened with laughs, I 
thought it was more constructive to submit 
something than sit and complain."

Without input you have no magazine. If I 
took out the articles and letters from our 
"whingeing ex-pat", tugged a servile forelock 
at the Sports Council and removed all mention 
of any skydiving activity south of Zimbabwe, 
pretended that the whole o f the BPA member­
ship understood and applauded the decision 
on the CIP delegate and consigned all doggy

trivia to the dustbin, the magazine would have 
been a bit on the thin side.

John Lines has every right to have his opin­
ion, but that's all it is. Trying to prop up his 
proposal that I  am some form o f literary ter­
rorist by playing the Sports Council and CAA 
cards is a touch pathetic. Tom Oxely's letter, 
on its superficially impressive CAA headed 
notepaper, is nothing more than a prime 
example o f the well greased "Old Boy Net­
work" being cranked into action. I  have sent a 
copy of his letter to Mr. T. E. Gill, the head of 
the General Aviation Department at the CAA, 
asking for his comments on Tom Oxley's use of 
official stationery to make personal observa­
tions about a BPA internal matter which has 
nothing to do with the CAA.

If John's opinion that this is the worst 
magazine in sixteen years were universal, I 
think I would have heard about it by now. I 
have been at DZs for the past two weekends 
and have had nothing but positive feedback; 
people I've never seen before have congratu­
lated me on the style and content of the 
magazine. I have also had many letters o f sup­
port, one came from as far afield as Canada. 
The ex-pat (whingeing or otherwise) in ques­
tion was a cha called Mike Crow. It said:

"I'll begin by echoing the praise and adula­
tion that people have been heaping upon you 
since you took over. SP is a massive improve­
ment over what it was a couple of years ago, 
and if a few people get annoyed with you each 
issue, you've probably got the balance about 
right."

Whilst the balance in numbers seems to be 
pretty heavily in favour of my approach to 
editing the magazine, the weight is all on the 
other end.

I don't feel moved to make any response to 
my alleged "moral bankruptcy" and desire to 
"destroy the sport", except to say that it is 
untrue. Charles Port did a far better job than 
my morals would allow in regard to bankrupt­
ing the Association, as did a former STC Chair­
man to John Lines own club a couple o f years 
back (neither of which was reported in the 
magazine).
In his letter John Lines has sought to paint as 
black a picture as possible about my editorship 
of the magazine; Sports Council about to with­
draw their grants, CAA up in arms, anarchy 
on the DZs, blood on the streets, all because of 
me. I think he overestimates my influence and 
underestiamtes the members' intelligence. I 
read a lot of sports magazines, most adopt a 
totally independent viewpoint, feel free to 
question their governing bodies whenever 
necessary and prick a few sacred cows along 
the way. By doing this they retain their credi­
bility with their readers and force the govern­
ing bodies to explain and justify their deci­
sions. The statement "we were elected to man­
age matters on their behalf" is not an explana­
tion, it's an excuse.

John Lines stated in his candidate details 
that main aim for seeking election in 1990 was 
to "close the credibility gap", does he honestly 
believe that my dismissal and a return to the 
traditional BPA approach of being "economi­
cal with the truth "  will help him achieve this?

Steve Eversfield
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SPORT PARACHUTIST I

SP Ed. - Report by Lyn George

On 17th May a Special Council Meeting 
was called at the BPA Offices at the request 
of several Council Members, to discuss the 
editorship of Sport Parachutist magazine. 
As a result of this meeting Steve Eversfield 
was dismissed as editor. This will no 
doubt appear to be a controversial decision 
to many members and may also come as a 
surprise. The intention of this article is to 
try to provide some facts as to why the 
meeting was called and the reasons behind 
what turned out to be a very heated and 
lively debate.

Steve Eversfield offically took control as 
Editor of Sport Parachutist in June 1989. 
Since that time most people believe the 
magazine content has improved tremend­
ously, giving more informative articles 
and items, combined with the fact that, 
unlike previous issues, it was actually 
coming out on time.

Over the last few months though, there 
have been several complaints to the BPA 
about its editorial style from both Council 
Members and the membership alike.

This was highlighted in the February 
1990 edition with the late withdrawal of 
Kevin Hughes letter, headed A1 Aggro, 
following the threat of legal action from 
the JNSCOs. It was for this reason that the 
subject was initially raised at Develop­
ment Committee Meeting on 5/3/90. A 
large volume of correspondence had 
changed hands concerning this letter, and 
it was all circulated to Council Members 
prior to the meeting.

During this Meeting Jim Crocker stated 
that he felt the tone of Steve's letter 
acrimonious and totally out of order. Jim 
also felt that for an editor to persist in 
printing a letter that could or would result 
in legal action showed poor professional 
judgment.

A lengthy discussion took place bet­
ween everyone present as to what "free­
dom" the editor of the magazine should be 
allowed to hold and as to whether or not 
Steve had exercised good editorial judg­
ment. It was generally felt that there 
should be more cooperation and com­
munication between the editor, Council 
and the BPA staff to alleviate any potential 
problems occuring in the future.

Following the publication of the April 
edition of SP two letters were written to the 
BPA Chairman expressing grave concern 
about the editorial style and the level of 
criticism directed against individuals 
within the BPA. One of these letters was 
written by Tom Oxley of the CAA. The 
other from John Lines, Treasurer.

John's letter highlighted specific areas 
in the magazine where he felt that Steve 
had shown poor judgement and in conclu­
sion called for Steve's dismissal as editor 
(see attached letter).

As a result of both written and verbal 
criticism against the mag an extra Council 
Meeting was called on 17th May 90 to deal 
solely with the editorship o f SP. As a result 
o f the meeting being called further corres­
pondence was received and circulated 
from Charlie Shea-Simmonds, John

Home, Leo Dickinson, Martin Evans and 
also a reply to John Lines' letter from Steve 
Eversfield (again see attached letter).

Although called at short notice only 
Kerry Noble and Steve Treble were unable 
to attend due to annual leave. John 
Meacock attended the meeting as Vice- 
President along with Tony Butler and 
Sally Bates in attendance along with Dock 
Gays, John Curtis, Steve Hastings, Dave 
Waterman and Ray McGuire as observers.

Jim  Crocker called the meeting to order 
and welcomed everyone. Jim emphasised 
the point that the meeting had been called 
to discuss the editorship and editorial style 
of the magazine and requested input from 
each council member in turn.

The overall opinion was that the 
magazine had improved tremendously 
over the last year (and that Steve should be 
congratulated on that) but several mem­
bers felt that Steve was abusing his right as 
editor by including too much personal 
comment and editorial.

Many Council Members felt that much 
of this personal comment had a very 
damaging effect on the Sport in general in 
the way many outside bodies view us. The 
point was raised that although the SP is the 
offical journal of the British Parachute 
Association there were no editoral 
guidelines laid out so therefore it was 
wrong to criticise Steve for the way he 
managed the magazine. Many members 
now enjoyed the style of the magazine and 
the fact that it reported on rather controver­
sial items rather than ignore them. Tony 
Knight, Anthea and Lyn agreed that con­
troversial subjects should be aired but that 
was a responsibility to report the subjects 
accuracy and that this had not been the case 
on several occasions.

Dave Hickling pointed out that subject 
of South Africa had been discussed on pre­
vious occasions and was surprised to hear 
that Steve did not believe this to be the 
case. John Lines, Dave Hickling and Bob 
Card all felt that a vindictive, vicious 
streak had been added to the magazine by 
the editor. Amanda Kenny made the valid 
point that in her opinion the minutes pro­
duced from Council Meetings did not 
accurately reflect the depth of discussion 
and the decisions made at Council Meet­
ings.

Steve Eversfield then took the opportun­
ity to reply to some of the comments made. 
He stated that he was unaware that he 
could not publish articles on South Africa 
and that with reference to his editorial 
comment, he felt he could not act as a PR 
man for the Association. He felt that his 
style of writing was very popular with the 
members and that it was reasonable for an 
association to have a magazine with an 
independent viewpoint.

All in all Council seemed split on the 
right course o f action. Several members 
were of the opinion that the fundemental 
problem was basic lack of communication 
between Council, the BPA staff and the 
members, and that Steve should continue 
as Editor but with some editorial

guidelines to assist him.
Several other members were of the opin­

ion that Steve's attitude would never 
change and that he should be replaced as 
editor.

There were two proposals put before the 
table concerning the editorship. Amanda 
Kenny proposed that the Editor remain in 
position but that some editorial guidelines 
be drawn up. This was seconded by Bryan 
Davies.

For 5 (T. Knight, A. Lee, A. Kenny, L. 
George, B. Davies).

Against 5 (J. Crocker, B. Card, J. Lines,
D. Hickling, J. Horne)
This proposal therefore failed. The sec­

ond proposal was made by Kerry Noble in 
a letter that Steve Eversfield be 
immediately dismissed from the post of 
Editor of the magazine. This was seconded 
by Dave Hickling.

For 7 (T. Knight, D. Hickling, J. Lines, J.
Crocker, J. Home, B. Card, K. Noble 

(proxy)
Against 4 (A. Lee, A. Kenny, B. Davies,
L. George).
This proposal was therefore carried. 

John Home and Bryan Davies agreed to 
help produce the magazine whilst a new 
editor was sought. Steve was asked back 
into the meeting and informed of the deci­
sion, and asked if he had any questions.

Steve handed over to Council all the 
material for the next magazine, thanked 
the people present for their time and left, 
the meeting finished at 10.30 p.m.

Hopefully this has given a little 
background information into why the 
Meeting was called and why it generated 
so much debate.

All in all over 40 letters or pages of docu­
ments have been circulated concerning 
this issue and will no doubt increase over 
the coming weeks.

It would be very wrong for me to express 
any personal opinions on the subject in an 
article intended to be factual and to supply 
information concerning this issue. What I 
would like to say though is that a great 
many people, on council or otherwise, 
have spent a tremendous amount of energy 
to push some very strong opinions and 
arguments on this subject.

Some of the arguments were for Steve to 
remain as editor, some were against. All 
arguments were thoroughly aired at the 
meeting and votes were taken after listen­
ing to these arguments.

I would therefore encourage every 
member who wants to see how these some­
times difficult decisions are made to take 
time out to attend a Council Meeting or 
open forum.

After all, you voted the Council in.

Lyn George
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Species Name -

SKYDIVASAURUS (Ski-dlva-saw-rus)
General Description 
Brightly coloured, financially 
ruined, highly optimistic biped of 
dubious origin.

Habitat
Usually found grouping in tribes pre­
dominantly in hutted 'Deezeds' at 
remote, desolate areas, or at the 
nearest watering hole after dark. 
Whilst most hibernate during the 
winter months, some fortunate indi­
viduals emigrate to warmer climates, 
returning with garishly decorated T- 
shirts.

Activity
Following long periods of inactivity, 
skydivasaurus will make repeated 
(futile) attempts to imitate birdflight, 
resulting in considerable thrashing of 
arms and legs whilst plummeting 
groundwards and landings reminis­
cent of the Gooney Bird. This is fre­
quently preceeded by a ritual dance 
or "dirt dive" and followed by offer­
ing prayer to the Canopy God whilst 
kneeling on special packing mats. 
'Going to Max' is a desire expressed 
by most of the tribe, but so far we 
have not met him.

Social Structure
The CCI is the Headperson, enforc­
ing laws passed down from the Tribal 
Elders at BPAHQ. Instructors, pilots, 
Riggers, the Tea Lady, the DZ dog 
and D licence Skygods are afforded 
appropriate respect by the rest of the 
tribe. Inexperienced members are 
regularly reminded of their lowly 
position by having to pay for crates of 
beer at the whim of the CCI.

Reproduction
Repeated mating whilst under 
canopy seems to be unproductive, 
however there must be considerable 
frenzied 'relative work' elsewhere as 
there is no shortage of recruits to the 
tribe.

Language
The Skydivasaurus has a unique 
dialect involving extensive abbrevia­
tion of words - BPA, AAD, RW, 
CRW, CCI, PLF, AFF, WDI, WARP, 
RAPs, DZ, POPS, CAA, etc, etc. 
Furthermore, 'Boogies' and 'Zoos' 
are mentioned, though no disco 
dancing or caged animals have yet 
been observed.

Religion
The Money God and the Blue Sky 
God are the most fervently worship­
ped deities. Minor Skygods can usu­
ally be recognised by the close fitting 
ribbed headgear.

Conclusion
With a cohesive, progressive and 
flexible leadership, the sky is the limit 
for this species, however it must be 
remembered that pride comes before 
a fall, so Skydivasaurus has to cease 
its tribal infighting and bickering; 
Sport is supposed ti unite individu­
als, not divide them.

★ i t  ★ ☆ ★
Cartoon by Peter Stroud, Angel
Graphics 1990 

★  ☆  ★  ☆  ★
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SIBSON Asquith Burrowsc{ut cor*" 1-
Its been a while since we had a 

'club corner' page about Peter­
borough in the magazine, and while 
the experienced scene here is covered 
more ambitiously elsewhere in this 
issue, let's take this opportunity to 
give the students a mention.

We've cleared fourteen students 
for freefall this year so far, with many 
more 'bubbling under' at the 
moment. Because this is the first 
issue of Sport Parachutist they will 
have received, why not have a roll 
call.

Ian Peters 
Paul Rossiter 
Bob Parr 
Neil Edwards 
Simon Potter 
Glen James 
Mark Gilbey 
Mike Stewart 
Tim Ragdale 
Ricky Dolphin 
Richard Adams 
Ian Trounson 
Jack Delabye 
Sevinc Salih

One of these heroes deserves a 
special mention. Mark Gilbey com­
pleted his basic training course and 
jumped for the first time at 4 o'clock 
on a Thursday evening. At 3 o'clock 
the following day he was despatched 
on his first free-fall. Now that's prog­
ression. He was unfortunately shot 
some hours later by a number of stu­
dents who had been waiting ten 
weeks for their first three jumps, but 
there you go. It's the luck of the 
draw... combined with a bit of talent.

Well done to you all.
Category 8's awarded this year 

include:

David Lock 
Mark Blanchard 
Kev Topham 
Shaun Higlett 
Judi Bennett (at last!)
Adam Young 
Allan Ramsay

Category 10's include:

Natalie Stear 
Roger Millington 
Joanne Millington 
Claire Walsh

Reg Wayment 
...and Tracy hall.

The Category 10s were all achieved 
on the WARP system and all those 
mentioned were presented with the 
customary Sibson engraved goblet 
and champagne.

So what's happening next?
Well, for a start there's the sequen­

tial 8 Way on 26/27 May, the BCPA 
nationals 2-6 July and the grown ups' 
nationals from the 4-12 August.

We conclude the year's time table 
with a 16 Way sequential competition 
on October 6/7, but before that... yes, 
it's 40 Way time again. On September 
21 we begin our 2nd Annual 40 Way 
competition, so if you have 39 
friends, and let's face it most skydiv- 
ers don't, bring them along and join 
the party.

Along with the BPA instructors 
courses we've just finished, and the 
usual smattering of chaotic parties 
that accompany most functions here, 
that's about it... Oh yes, apart that its 
from the fact that we are open for 
skydiving at all levels, 7 days a week, 
year round. So whatever 'IT' is 'IT' is 
definately here at the moment... 
come and join in.

QUALITY TALON
THE NAME ALONEy 
DEFINES IT

SOLE 
UK TALON 

DEALER

THETALON

AIR TIME DESIGNS

THE MISTRAL JUMPSUIT

FRAP HATS

JACK KNIVES 

FTS RESERVES 

ALSO AVAILABLE

J & B  PARACHUTES 
Sweeps Cottage 
Lower Maescoed 
Hereford HR2 OHP 
Tel: 087 387 628

SIMPLY THE BEST, the name alone defines it.
Used by the Golden Knights and JSPC Netheravon and many Military display teams 
Now available in Parapack and Slimfit versions. Also the TELESIS, the all in one rig.

The Tony Suit made with standard orlightweight polycotton.
The Pit Special is a skin tight suit with a nylon or polycotton front and Spandex back 
for teams and lightweight jumpers. The Swoop Suit is a looser fitting spandex 
backed suit that offers lots of drag for the heavier jumper.

A quality utility RW jumpsuit, equally good for the weekend or competition 
jumper used by many military competition and display teams.

The genuine article manufactured in the US, at the HAT SHOPPE, from top quality 
materials.

The real thing with replaceable blades.

The only High Speed Category C23 Rated Ram Air Reserve.

Glidepath, PD, Parachutes De France Precision and FTS main and reserve canopies.
A selection of used mains and reserve canopies, containers and jumpsuits. All 
manner of rigging supplies, fabrics, materials and threads as well as a Sewing 
Machine sales, service & repair.

Talk to us about your every requirement or our full repair and maintenance service.



Dear Steve,
I'll begin by echoing the praise and adula­

tion that people have been heaping upon you 
since you took over. SP is a massive improve­
ment over what it was a couple o f years ago, 
and if  a few people get annoyed with you each 
issue, you've probably got the balance about 
right. Keep sticking it to them.

A s one who has spent m ost o f the last three 
years in North America, full time since last 
April, I can reliably inform you that skydivers 
are much the same sort of people everywhere; 
big egos, big mouths, fairly relaxed on most 
issues. Sometimes they get a bit heated; no 
problem. But when I opened the recent issue 
o f SP to find half the letters page blacked 
(whited?) out owing to the threat o f legal 
action between two senior members of the 
BP A, I  started to wonder. BP A members suing 
each other when noone's even bounced? Calm 
down chaps, it's only a game.

Or is it? Part of the problem I have here is 
that I hardly ever hear any o f the gossip going 
around the DZs in the UK. Perhaps most BP A 
members resident in Britain know the basics of 
all this unpleasantness that seems to be creep­
ing into the BP A (JNSCOs trying to shut down 
DZs and getting squashed, and so forth). All I 
can do is try and piece together the story from 
your carefully guarded comments such as on 
the whited-out letters page and the salty, nay 
witty, remarks you put in your editorials.

I'm no lawyer, but I realise that your hands 
were tied in the last issue. However, British 
juristiction ends at the 250 mile limit (or is that 
only for fish ?). If you included in your in tema- 
tional mailings a short description o f who's 
done what to whom, how it was received, who 
burst into tears as a result, and whether John 
Lines had anything to do with it (just kidding, 
John, more power to you), I would promise 
not to release it in the UK in its original form. If 
things haven't got as far as council members 
threatening to hold their breath, you could 
print the facts o f the matter (if disputed, print 
both sides' positions). Don't get me wrong; 
your editorials are most entertaining, but give 
us the news as well as the views.

Blue Skies 
Mike Crow 

D4610

Dear Steve,
Please find enclosed for your consideration 

my humble offering for the magazine. If you 
consider that it needs tidying up/altering/ 
scrapping, please feel free to do so - my ego 
can take it!

I have only been in the sport a year, so for 
what it's worth, please accept my congrats 
regarding your editorial (or should it be 
gladiatorial) efforts to date - Long may you 
keep it up! I ju st can't see why some people get 
so steamed up all the time. Is this loss of 
perspective and decline in a sense o f humour

caused by repeated exposure to high altitudes? 
Perhaps the air is ju st too ratified up there after 
a time. Safety and the sport first, egos last 
should be the dictum in my view.

Regards 
Graham Tottle 

436892 
C8830

P.S. I hope nobody sues me about the above - 
keep your fingers crossed.

Dear Steve,
I  am writing with regard to Dave Porter's let­

ter, 'Reserve-ations' in the Feb 1990 issue of 
your magazine.

Yes Dave, you were indeed very lucky to 
have your reserve replaced by G.Q. and I 
totally agree that people who have not had any 
satisfaction should take the matter further.

However, this situation does not only apply 
to American canopies.

Despite promising in writing to replace my 
reserve, G.Q. later refused to do this. Instead, 
they washed my canopy together with carry­
ing out a patch test without my permission.

After repeatedly trying to get satisfaction 
without any success, I took my case to the 
small claims court. I  am delighted the judge­
ment was given in my favour.

I am in total agreement that one day it is 
entirely possible one of these washed canopies 
may not survive a terminal opening.

I exercised my rights and would urge others 
to do the same.

Yours Sincerely
E. Wakefield 

339429

WE ARE THE ELITE
Dear Secretary,

It is with great pleasure I  inform you that I 
completed the London Marathon: my time 7 
hours 35 mins. The weather was rather 
unpleasant. What kept me going was that, had 
I  not finished the course members of the Lon­
don Skydiving Centre at Cran field were going 
to hang me. We parachutists are a race apart. 
We are the elite.

Blue Skies 
Donald Evison-Jowett 

387566

P.S. I will be 69 on July 9.

MORE 
RESERVE-ATIONS?

AT LAST
Dear Sirs,

Let me apply to you for a request. I'm 44 
years old and I'm an active skydiver, member 
of The Czechoslovak Aerolubin Sumperk city.

Ilive in Olomouc but the airport in this town 
was occupied by the Soviet army in 1968. They 
made our activties impossible.

I'm a collector and I collect all things con­
nected with skydiving. I'm mainly interested 
in metal badges, small flags, labels, badges, car 
stickers, helmet stickers, magazines with this 
topic and advertising material. Thanks to your 
kindness I might enlarge my collection and 
acquire something from your club.

Please comprehend my interest in activity I 
could start to develop only a short time ago 
because to get into contact with somebody 
from abroad was the reason for the secret 
police to forbid us from all flying and skydiv­
ing.

I know that it is incromprehensible for you 
but recently such situation was in my country. 
I'm happy that at last it turned out well and my 
country can open her borders to all the world. 
It enabled me to devote my hobby.

If some member o f your club is a collector in 
this topic too, I can send some metal badges 
and small flags from our aeroclub or some 
models of planes made in Czecholovakia.

Thank you for your understanding. A lot of 
success in your activity, sunny sky and soft 
landing.

Bohumil Svoboda 
U Moravky 2 

772 00 Olomouc 
Czechoslovakia

THE ROARING 90s
Dear Steve,

You know this story 'cosyou was there there 
but for the rest... Whilst the POPS played at 
Langar over May Bank Holiday Roger and Jo 
Milington, husband and wife skydivers, 
where kind (brave) enough to invite me to 
jump with them. It was my 300th. I added up 
our total ages and whilst the three o f us were 
together (we managed at least one point on 
each dive) there was one hundred and thirty 
three years in free fall over Sibson.

This, we hope might be the beginning of a 
team, 'The Roaring 90's', each o f us did not 
start skydiving until into our fourth decade. 
There are two other POPS 'students', Pete Gar­
dener and Ernie Sale potential team members, 
so we will at least have a four way soon.

Sibson seems to attract 'the mature student'. 
Maybe it's that nice man with the shorts and a 
dog that limps? He and the rest of the staff 
have been a continual source of encourage­
ment to me and many other wrinklies.



TANDEM BY 
MOONLIGHT

Dear Editor,
On September 7th 1989 the STC granted per­

mission for Greg Cox and myself to make a 
night tandem Jump. On Saturday May 12th 
1990 I arrived at Cranfield at 5.30 p.m. and 
waited for it get dark. The briefing took place at 
9.16 p.m. and we dirt-dived and kitted up. We 
exited the skyliner at 10.30 p.m. and the free 
fall was brilliant. Waggy Wagstaff, Graham 
Guest, John Turner (JT), and Andy Philipson 
made up a six way with us. When Greg and I 
were under canopy I could see some orange 
areas which turned out to be Bedford and Mil­
ton Keynes. I also saw the car lights on the Ml. 
It was a most thrilling experience and when we 
landed in the lit up pit it was marvellous. We 
all went back to the club and, of course, the bar 
to celebrate.

I would like to thank the STC without whose 
permission it would not have been possible

Dear Sir,
Re: 'Cloud Busting'

I am extremely concerned about the letter 
printed in your April edition regarding the 
above topic which was alledgedly sent to you 
in my name.

Iam amazed that such controversial material 
could be printed by a reputable organisation 
without the facts being checked out prior to 
publication, and that if you had checked it out 
you would have found that not only had it not 
been sent by me, but also that the FAI number 
quoted was not mine.

I would be grateful therefore if you could 
print this this letter in full in an effort to combat 
further re-occurence of this distastful type of 
backbiting by persons lacking the courage to 
use their own name.

May I also request that you send the original 
letter back to me in order that it can be for­
warded to Lancashire Police so that an investi­
gation can be carried out as to the origin of the 
material.

Should you have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact me.

Yours Faithfully 
John Carlton 

BPA 160456
FAI D7650

agreed with the decision. The feeling I have 
had from the grass-root skydiving frater­
nity is that the "S .P ." magazine has been 
the best factual, most honest, most infor­
mative and greatly improved magazine we 
have seen for a considerable number of 
years. Therefore, from the grass-roots, 
your voting membership, we want Mr 
Steve Eversfield reinstated forthwith.

We also want to point out that this deci­
sion has been taken without the consulta­
tion of the membership and been kept very 
hush-hush. This is a democratic country 
isn't it? Thus it leads to a lack o f confidence 
in the BPA. Now, BPA, how are you going 
to explain this away with a factual and hon­
est answer, the same way the NSCO con­
ducted himself at the Black Knights P. C. ???

Lastly we would like this opportunity to 
thank Steve for all the very good work he 
has done for the magazine in the past and 
hopefully he will do in the future.

Yours with anticipation 
Adrian Thornton 

D2819

Maybe a 'short' history of my (slow) prog­
ression through the system might encourage 
any student out there with problems: 35 
dummy pulls, put back on the rope 3 times, 6 
alti' jumps (still blind!) 48, yes 48 mixture of 
turns or stable delays, "Was that meant to be a 
turn?" I must admit to the occasional little 
white lie now and again. 4 attempts at back 
loops, 4 deltas and three goes at CAT8 before 
finally getting it on jump number 1321 "Let's 
face it Pete you're not a natural skydiver".

I will not bore you with all the WARP stories 
or it will fill the whole mag. I  don't want to be 
accused of doing a Martin Evans. I'm a sup­
porter too!

Pete Male 
C7957

(Still CAT 9)

MISTAKEN IDENTITY

Dear Ed,
I recently visited Pujat, Avignon with the 

Royal Engineers who were doing static line 
jumping, AFF and RW training.

The weather was however against us for 
most o f the two weeks but everyone seemed to 
be enjoying themselves.

The pics I have enclosed show Nigel Rogoff 
(CCI) Knocker Cole and an AFF student enjoy­
ing a skydive.

Another shows a hectic exit from the Porter 
and the third shows a nice 8-Way found above 
the river running through Avignon.

Thanks to Nigel Rogoff and to Capt. Storm 
Smith, Officer IC, who allowed me to attend 
and take these happy snaps.

Best Wishes 
Blue Skies 
Ali Wright 

D7420

and also my special thanks to Greg who carried 
me.

Yours Sincerely 
Charlotte Kirwan 

BPA 219189 
BSCR 421 
POPS 427

The Few (BPA hierachy)
Everybody who I have spoken to about the 

dismissal of Mr Steve Eversfield from the 
"S.P ."  Editorship have been shocked and very 
surprised. Even rumour control does not give 
a satisfactory explanation for this gross injus­
tice. I believe that not all the BPA Council Continued on page 13

Charlotte Kirwan, Greg Cox, Waggy Wagstaff, 
Graham Guest, John Turner and Andy Philip­
son, at Cranfield.

DEAR EDITOR

Dear Editor
The decision taken at the "Special" Council 
meeting to sack Steve Eversfield was appal­
ling. Council was voted in to reflect the opin­
ions of its members.
This it failed to do.

400 or so people have already demonstrated 
their feeling by signing a document in support 
o f Steve.

Speaking only for myself, although I  am 
sure that the vast majority o f the BPA would 
agree, I would like to thank Steve for the excel­
lent job that he did during his "short" period in 
office.

The sooner he is reinstated the better.
Yours Sincerely 

Leo Dickinson

11



NORTH WEST PARACHUTE COMPANY
THE SPECIALIST PARACHUTE MANUFACTURERS

Prop. R.N. ATHERTON (17 years in Sport Parachuting, Advanced Rigger 13 yrs, Ex-Instructor 12 yrs) 
Introduce to the Sport Parachutist and you a range of parachutes built simply to be 
the best in their class, uncompromised by costand sold direct from manufacturer to 
you with the only considerations being the pursuit of excellence and safety.

THE SILVER HAWK
192 sq. ft. 7 cells 
Load 100-220 lbs. 25 mph approx. 
The starter parachute, simple safe and responsive.
Used in student training/CRW etc.

SPECIAL PRICE £525

THE GOLDEN EAGLE
247 sq. ft. 9 cells 
Load 180-260 lbs. 25 mph approx.
For the bigger guy or gal. Simple safe and responsive.

SPECIAL PRICE £650

THE MINI FIRECREST
154 sq. ft. 9 cells 
Load 100-190 lbs. 40 mph approx. 
High performance surf the turf (if you must).
But when the muck hits the fan or the DZ is small go to 
Vfe brakes and tip-toe away.

SPECIAL PRICE £590

FIRECREST PLUS
194 sq. ft. 27 cells (9 triples) 
Load 140-240 lbs. 40 mph approx.
High performance flat glide & surf the turf or conventional 
get in anywhere landings.

SPECIAL PRICE £690
10 POINT CHARTER 

For your security &  satisfaction we offer on all our parachutes:
1. Guaranteed for 12 months against all but accidental damage.
2. K you don't like it you can have your money back.
3. Every parachute of our manufacture is test jumped for conformity &  your safety in its 

related equipment.
4. All canopies are hot teiife cut w ith cross port vents. For your security &  structural integrity.
5. All fabrics tapes &  lines are the finest available &  approved by either MOD, CAA or FAA. 

Then they are tested.
6. Spanwise constructed w ith direct line attachment for the ultimate strength &  durability, 

w ith small pack volumes &  staticl line deployment designed in.
7. All type testing prior to  manufacture is similar to TSO 23C with more accent on terminal
8. Suspension lines and connector links are selected for safety &  efficiency w ith 6 different 

types per canopy. 1A drag conventional, drag microline.
9. No dint top skin construction with drop seams, triangulated. Load support &  area load 

dispersal for flight efficiency &  strength.
10. Collapsable sliders sized to  suit each customers opening requirements.
11. We always include the extra 10%.

All canopies may be used as mains or reserves but when built as reserves are slightly 
different for quicker openings.

SUMMER SALE
1. Genuine Racer w ith Invader 370 R (12 months old) & Firelight mainly blues, 200 jumps. 

Exceptional, like new condition £750
2. Zerox blue & red with Swift & Silver Hawk blue/red/pale blue/yellow cells. Main only 10 

Container 200 jumps. Superb condition £1090
3. Zerox red/yellow with Phantom 28 8t Eagle mainly red. Ex-demonstrator. Immaculate 

£850
4. Zerox black/silver/red w ith leather trim. Golden Eagle main blue/yellow/red & golden 

eagle reserve. Demonstrator 6 jumps £1500.
5. Clipper blue/pink/purple 200 jumps. £400. With new pink 8c purple teardrop 8i used. 

Invader 370R £1000. With new G Q 175 Square reserve £1200.
6. New Teardrop black/silver. Mini Firecrest black/blue/turquoise 8t GQ 175 reserve, used 5 

times £1290. With used Invader £370R £1190.
7. New chaser black with centre stripes. Phantom 26 used &  new Silver Hawk (choice of col­

our) £1050. With GQ 175 reserve £1250.

All makes of equipment supplied or fixed. Your satisfaction is or desire. Packaging a speciality. 
Ring Richard on (0254) 247964 or write to: North West Parachute Company 

The Loft, 38 Rogersfield 
Langho, Nr Blackburn 
Lancashire



Dear Steve
I am writing as a result of the article by Mar­

tin Evans "DZ and Boogie Round Up USA 
1989" in your recent issue. I realise that this let­
ter is delayed but us ex-patriots tend to get the 
mag a little later than everybody else and we 
only received our copy on 2nd June.

Lee and I moved to San Francisco 2'/> years 
ago and began jumping at Lodi as I had 
jumped with Bill Dause at Pope Valley a few 
years before. We therefore went to Bill's new 
DZ.

Bill and Cathy run a busy, popular and very 
successful DZ that has many regulars who like 
the way the place is run. When I  showed the 
article to Cathy she could not remember who 
Martin Evans was which is unusual for her as 
anybody who has been to there can attest. The 
impression that I got from the article about 
Lodi was that it was written from a visit to the 
local rival DZ at Skydance Skydiving and con­
sisted of innuendo and somewhat ignorant 
comment about what Lodi is all about.

I was delighted that you printed Ian Hord's 
comments that more accurately reflect the real 
Lodi and should be taken as relevant by poten­
tial visitors rather than the somewhat unedu­
cated comments of Mr Martin Evans (whom I 
do not know and have never met).

To rebut Mr Evans comments in detail 
would be too boring but my impression from 
the comments and the other articles is that Mr 
Evans is one of those happy band of people 
often referred to as 'Sky Gods' who are heroes 
in their own minds and rear ends in many 
others.

At Lodi, the rules are relaxed in order to 
encourage sport parachuting in its broadest 
sense. The centre is run very efficiently and it 
is the cheapest place to skydive in California, 
$14.00 to 12,500 ft as compared to $15.00 
everywhere else. The safety record is second to 
none and accidents, o f any sort, are a very rare 
occurence.

The only rule that is heavily enforced is the 
manifest rule whereby you only manifest 
when you have packed and are ready to sky­
dive. Those people who wait for the load to be 
called prior to beginning their dirt dives get 
shouted at and rightly so.

As to the comment "if you won’t lay base for 
six or seven of his low experience students 
you're an arrogant g it" ...well if the cap fits... 
I’ve been jumping for twenty years and in my 
experience even skygods started on their first 
jump and progressed through to their exalted 
position through the encouragement and 
teaching of more experienced and better 
skydivers (and personalities). At Lodi, doing 
one more jum p a weekend with less experi­
enced jumpers to improve their confidence 
and ability is a small price to pay, and further 
goes a long way to keeping people in the sport. 
If you do not invest in the sport's future then 
you are merely generating a dying breed as 
everybody (even an arrogant git) has to get 
older and the next generation has to be encour­
aged. Regulars at Lodi consider this a worth­
while investment should follow their inclina­
tions and go elsewhere.

If you are interested in round the year 
skydiving and you are an individual or a small 
group then Lodi is an ideal stop. If you want 
hard core four or eigh t way team training then 
the facilities at Skydance are probably better in 
terms of the availability of experienced coach­
ing BUT Lodi is the cheapest place around, has 
several resident cameramen who will jump 
with you and will always put a plane in the air 
if you keen to jum p (weather permitting

Continued on page 27

STOP BY AND CHECK THE GREAT 
DEALS AND SELECTIONS

from

Located on the Drop Zone at Z-Hills
Mirages, Vectors, Talons, Sweethogs, Racers 

PDs, Glide Path, Para-Flite, National, Strong & North American

Phoenix Parachute Sales & Service 
P.O. Box 1889 • Zephyrhills, FL 33539

Drop Zone (813) 788-5591 
Sales Office (813) 783-2932 • FAX (813) 783-1339

i —.........I

•  •  • © © ©

THIS
SPACE
COULD

BE
WORKING

FOR

YOU!

COPY DATE
17th July 

1990

PERSONALISED 
Environmentally Friendly 

STATIONERY
YEW TREE PRESS is now offering a 
stationery set comprising: 100 A5 printed 
sheets plus 50 continuation sheets and 100 
matching envelopes, printed dark green on 
100% Recycled Woodland Wove Cream Paper 
in one of two styles
| ,4 j Yew Tree Press OR [ B | Yew Tree Press
The cost is £3 9.95 including P&P. To order 
send the name, address and telephone number to 
be printed (in BLOCK CAPITALS) stating 
style A or B, giving delivery address if different. 
Cheques payable to Yew Tree Press. Allow 7-14 
days for delivery.

A Practical Luxury That Does Not Cost the Earth 

£1 from every order donated to Save the Rain Forest

Yew Tree Press 
Yew Lodge 

Amesbury Road 
Weyhill 

Hants SP11 8DP
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Sunshine  
Factory

is offering a

“SPECIAL 
DISCOUNT”

when gear is 
ordered in

September
for delivery in
November

*

October
for delivery in
December

*

February
for delivery in

April
This offer includes 

all of our normal extras:
Free

assembly 

Free 
front riser loops 

Free
custom colored pilot chute 

Free 
custom colored 
cut away handle 

Free
CRW  cross connectors 

Call, Write or Fax Today

Sunshine Factory
38529 5th Avenue 

Zephyrhills, FL 33540 
Tel: 813-788-9831 
Fax: 813-788-5107



/K /JL  C l u b  M e d
CALEND AR
PARAPASCUA - EA STER  BOOGIE -  April 12 - April 22
RW TRAINING CAMP for BEGIN N ERS (0-100 RW JUMPS) -  June 17 - June 30
RW TRAINING CAMP for INTERM EDIATES (100-250 RW JUMPS) -  July 1 - July 14
VAMOS A LA  PLAYA - SKYDIVING/BEACH EXTRAVAGANZA -  July 15 - August 18 (2 Pilatus Porters,
formation loads, RW organizers, joint ventures with the GAP SKYDIVING CLUB)
RW TRAINING CAMP for the ADVANCED (250+ RW jumps) -  August 19 - September 1 
COMPETITION RW TRAINING CAMP for TEAM S -  September 9 - September 21 
CPCB BOOGIE - OCTOBER BOOGIE -  October 6 - October 14 
PARANAVIDAD ’91 - X-MAS BOOGIE -  December 22, 1990 - January 6, 1991

-  Spain’s professional parachute center, open from March 31,
1990, through January 6, 1991.

-  Turbine A/C.
-  Modern facilities (shop, bar, restaurant, showers, 

dormitories)
-  Air-to-air and ground-to-air video systems, viewing rooms.
-  AFF, TANDEM.
-  TEAM TRAINING, COACHING, SPECIAL TEAM 

RATES
-  BOOGIES, SEMINARS

Send for our free information/registration package!

CENTRO de PARACAIDISMO 
COSTA BRAVA

Apartado de Correos 194, 17486 Ampuriabrava, Gerona, Espana 
Tel. +34 72 45 01 11 - Fax +34 71 45 07 49

A different resort every day — it’s possible with 
Ski Dash. We operate from St Gervais which lies 
in the beautiful Mont Blanc region of the French 
Alps. Our Chalets are situated here, making an 
ideal base from which to ski the whole of the 
Chamonix valley. This is a superb opportunity r.o 
ski a different resort every day with transport 
provided by Ski Dash as part of our service. The 
skiing at St Gervais itself is superb and can keep 
even the most accomplished skier occupied 
throughout their holiday.

ST GERVAIS
An old picturesque spa town nestling in the 
Chamonix valley at the foot of Mont Blanc, the 
highest mountain in Europe. In the summer it is 
an active outdoor pursuits centre. It has a number 
of shops, restaurants, bars and hotels and acouple

of nightclubs. There is a cinema, an ice rink and a 
swimming pool for those who don't want to ski 
every day and a market is held in the town centre 
every Thursday with a very good and inexpen­
sive selection of local wines, cheeses and 
souvenirs.

The close proximity of St Gervais to other large 
skiing resorts such as Chamonix, Argentiere and 
Les Contamines enables one to have the ultimate 
skiing experience.

Please send me a SKI DASH 1989 -90  
Brochure & Price List.

11 Sandbach Road, C ong le ton , C hesh ire , C W 12 4LB.

FOR R ESE R V A TIO N S  
T E L E P H O N E : (0260) 299050
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SPORT PARACHUTIST I

THE FREE FALL SIMULATOR
Article by Dick Gays

The free fall simulator gives a realistic head down attitude when a good tracking position is adopted.

A Free Fall Simulator is a new train­
ing aid with a superficial resemblance 
to a horizontal resemblance to a hori­
zontal suspended harness, but far 
more versatile and unlike conven­
tional suspended harnesses and very 
comfortable.

As an alternative to using a harness 
to suspend the trainee in, a jump suit 
is used instead. Webbing is used to 
reinforce the body, arms and legs at 
strategic points, each webbing hav­
ing a sewn loop at the ends. The suit 
itself is not quite complete, the body 
and legs have no back to them, only 
the arms being totally enclosed. The 
wrists of the suit have elastic thumb 
loops fitted and the ankles have elas­
tic foot loops which help to make the 
one suit a good comfortable fit for all 
sizes of sky diver.

The suit itself is suspended by sev­
eral lengths of elastic shock cord 
threaded through the webbing loops 
and hooked onto a steel framework 
above. The elastic shock cord and suit 
together provide a firm but flexible 
support to the person in the suit 
regardless of the position he or she 
adopts. Slightly softer elastic shock 
cord is used for arm support than for 
the body and legs.

The steel frame that anchors the 
elastic shock cords is a much 
simplified copy of a human skeleton. 
The body itself is rigid though 
mounted below a combined tilt and 
swivel mechanism allowing it to tilt 
head up or head down (pitch axis) 
and to fully rotate (yaw axis), but not

to tip sideways (roll axis). An adjusta­
ble rigging screw (left hand and right 
hand threads) is provided between 
the body and its supporting yolk 
wich allows the suspension point to 
be moved forwards or backwards so 
that the exact trim required can be 
obtained for any size or shape of per­
son using the simulator.

The upper part of the legs are a 
fixed extension to the body, the lower 
part being attached by a 'knee joint' 
which allows them to bend upwards 
(backwards) some 90 degrees but not 
downwards (forwards), similar to the 
human knee. The arms are hinged at 
the shoulder and can move from the 
side of the body, through the level 
with the shoulder position and for­

ward (upwards) until they are paral­
lel. There is no elbow joint in the 
arms.

The impression gained when 
seeing the free fall simulator for the 
first time is one of complexity. Get­
ting into the suit for the first time can 
seem difficult until you have been 
shown the easy way. Once in the suit 
and correctly positioned it is 
immediately apparent how comforta­
ble it is and how realistic. It is very 
easy to get into any position you 
wish, and easy to stay in that position 
for as long as you want to. The 
experienced skydiver immediately 
feels at home and several have com­
mented that it would be easy to fall 
asleep whilst suspended. Because 
the lower leg of the steel support 
frame is hinged at the 'knee joint' and 
has an elastic shock cord from ankle 
position to support yolk, a relaxed 
position in the simulator is exactly as 
it is in free fall. Only by conscious 
effort will the lower legs be 
straightened.

When the simulator is correctly 
trimmed for the person using it, sev­
eral manoeuvres becomes effective or 
partly effective. As an example of an 
effective manoeuvre, adopting the 
track position results in pitching 
slightly head down, just as in free 
fall, though of course no forward 
movement is made. Examples of 
partly effective manoeuvres are back-

The fast fall style position can be practiced in the free fall simulator.

1 9
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Only the first third of a back loop can be completed in 
the free fall simulator, the elastic shock cord support 
system restricts further progress.

ward or forward loops. Both are 
partly effective if attempted vigour- 
ously, but are only effective through 
some 120 degrees or so, the elastic 
support system preventing further 
rotation. Both front and back loops 
fail if the attempt is uncoordinated or 
lacking in effort. Lacking real experi­
ence in free style manoeuvres, I am 
unable to assess the effectiveness of 
the free fall simulator in this respect. 
Manoeuvres such as turns are inef­
fective, though with an instructor 
present and assisting, the trainee can 
be 'walked through' a turn.

As supplied the suit has no ripcord 
pockets, no cutaway pad and no 
throw away pouch. Jump centres 
using the free fall simulator are 
advised to fit their own so as to 
exactly match the kit being used at 
the centre. Because the suit has no 
back to it there is no where to attach a 
pull out pad. This can easily be over­
come by actually wearing the real rig 
whilst in the free fall simulator, and 
temporarily removing any support 
elastic that may interfere with reach­
ing it.

The free fall simulator is designed 
and built by Parachute Engineering 
Limited, 55 Conaglen Road, Ayles- 
tone, Leicester, LE2 8LE, England 
and retails at £240 ex works.
All photos by Dick Gays, taken at the Wild Geese 
Parachute Centre, Northern Ireland.

The recent PI Course at Sibson
- a Poet's View

The P.I. course at Sibson 
“No pressure" it was said 
A 16 Way with 4 diamonds 
And a quarter of it 'red'.

It built quite smooth and easy,
Most people took it slow 
'Till a crimson flash hit one side 
And another went below.

The second point was messy
With fifteen different levels
And a photo to show the sixteenth one -
“ Ya naughty little devil".

C.D .

Photos by Ron 0,Brien

The free fall simulator does not make you do things 
right, it gives you the freedom to make mistakes. 
“When diving, always keep your head up and your 
eyes surveying the area in front of you".



THE 3rd CRW WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
When on 3rd April, the CRW train 

pulled away from the station, our 
seats (more than usual) had been 
reserved alongside the 'big guns', but 
our initiative had been lost. Lost to 
the 'new kids on the block' - 
Indonesia, Italy, Thailand - and 
everyone watched from on board as 
British CRW was left standing on the 
platform.

In order to establish a theme for a 
report on the 1990 Realtive Work 
World Championships, it is first 
necessary to decide what best to 
focus on. A superbly ran competitive 
event which embodied all the princi­
ples of competition, or what clearly 
was a bitterly disappointing perfor­
mance by all three teams represent­
ing the UK and the BPA. Both are 
central issues, neither warrant being 
ignored, but the event is far bigger 
than One delegations failure.

Our Hosts
The Royal Thai Army takes the cre­

dit for the 'Complete Meet'. 
Assembling a team of 140 organisers 
and officials, they laid on everything 
for the competitors. It took organisa­
tion, dedication and an estimated 
£600,000 budget to achieve their 
objective. General warmth and sin­
cerity was rewarded by numerous 
spontaneous applause and standing 
ovations from competitors in 
appreciation and a hint that in the 
future we may all be back.

As co-hosts the Thai people are 
naturals. Laughter and giggles 
echoed through the streets of 
Chiangmai in an atmosphere you can 
only grasp by being there. How do 
they do it? ...how do you teach a 
whole nation to be happy?!

The Teams
Traditionally the 'CRW family' var­

ies only marginally from the previous 
competition. There was little differ­
ence, for example, between the 1986 
and 1988 World Meets - the same 
guys chasing the same medals, albeit 
at a higher level.

One of the features of this meet 
was almost all the contingents had 
new teams or introduced new mem­
bers.

The USA, Australia, France and, to 
an even greater degree, the UK intro­
ducing a new line up.

A 19 man British Delegation, the 
majority of whom were entering 
world class competition for the first 
time, was the largest entered. 'Cell 
Mates' and 'No Speed Limits' who 
thrashed it out at the nationals with 
the Royal Marines for many years, 
now lined up for the team photo 
alongside them.

Italy, entering for the first time 
paraded only one guy behind their 
flag bearer at the opening while the 
other two jumped in.

France, as formidable as ever, 
arrived as favourites and the self 
funding Kiwi squad still struggling 
with the 'corporate image' bit!

The Canadians' strength lies in 
Rotations - the event requiring most 
'go for it' - and they have more than 
anyone else, but Mafia Brothers 
replaced their emphasis from Rota­
tion to Sequential, a Dutch decision 
they almost certainly regretted.

The Indonesians confidently 
demonstated what can be done with 
positive training. Mathameticians are 
better placed than me to calculate the 
percentage of improvement from one 
point in 8 rounds one meet, to 55 
points in the next... is it 5,500% !0 

China make their shortest trip yet 
with some 'new' guys and Austria 
arrive with hours to spare.

The stage set, 14 nations and 168 
competitions travelling from all cor­
ners of the globe (but still no Eastern 
Block), there is a warm welcome, the

Words by Nigel Watson Clark 
Snaps by Sward

official opening, fireworks and a 
huge aerial explosion signalling the 
start of competition ..."and so it 
begins!"

o o o o o

Rotations
Ex Vietnam War Huey Helicopters 

were our 'jumpships' and sitting on 
the skids at 70 knots, 200 feet above 
the Thai countryside made it difficult 
not to visualise what it must have 
been like for those gunners during 
the War.

Onviously the USA Rotation team 
had more important things on their 
minds by smashing the previous 
World Record with 16 points on the 
first round. They were off, no-one 
else came close. Bill Hazlett had 
taken his years of experience, custom 
built canopies and new rotation 
equipment north to St Louis and 
trained up 'Quantum Leap'. They 
proved devastating and hit 16 again 
in the 6th round.

There were five different rotating 
techniques amongst the 14 teams, 
most prefering the faster more vol­
atile 'stack/plane' formation. Sub 5 
second rotations have been boasted

21
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but the key is now the guy taking 
charge of the stack .. .it's hectic!!!

China chose not to modify their 
previous winning technique and 
although finished a creditable sec­
ond, they had some hot teams chas­
ing hard. Canada, being one of them, 
consistency kept them there, but 
always just the wrong side of 13 
points.

We (The Royal Marines) were frus­
trated at our own performance. Bet­
ter than in training, but well short of 
our potential. We had not managed 
to master the importance of either 
stack or personnel discipline. Indi­
vidual rotation times were 'crisp' but 
there were now far more elements in 
this event to consider. Bitten by the 
new 'malfunction rule' (no re-jumps 
for malfunctions but one throw away 
round) in rounds 3 and 5 added to 
our frustration and not making the 
7th round cut we headed for an early 
bath with New Zealand and 
Australia.

The feeling amongst competitors 
two years ago was that this event 
may well be merged and become an 
integral part of the sequential event. 
This competition gave it a new lease 
of life, keenly fought and benefitting 
from new ideas, new canopy technol­
ogy and the established thrill of just 
getting it right. I'd suggest we were 
wrong in our predictions ...so for 
now, keep rotating.

8 Way Formation
The last 8 Way Speed Formation 

event?! There was a lot of discussion 
going on around the team huts as to 
why that should be. The CIP (IPC) 
questioning why CRW should have 
three event when other disciplines 
have just two. Federations finding it 
too expensive to spend sizeable dele­
gations, possible future organisers 
unwilling to bid for such a massive 
event, or the younger CRW nations 
finiding the degree of difficulty a bit 
much. All sorts of questions, but the 
event came up with its own answer. 
It's still the flagship of our discipline
- France and Australia showed how 
it can be done.

France, beaten for the first time on 
their home ground in 1988 came 
determined to raise the crown they 
considered their own once again. 
After a crucial first round when we 
witnessed an American incomple­
tion, it seemed only Australia stood 
in their way. It was the Aussies who

Winners of the Speed 8 competition.

1st Australia, 2nd France, 3rd USA.

grasped the nettle taking the initia­
tive to the French. Their new 
technique looked slow from the 
ground until, from a long 'down 
wind' approach they used the speed 
out of the turn to a straight in dock. 
Their non porous canopies appa­
rently forgave a harder dock and it 
worked well.

New Zealand raised a few hopes 
amongst the 'neutrals' by succeeding 
in 7 completions with only a handful 
of training dives, but their times were 
slow. To grab a medal their hopes 
pinned on another US bust and they 
showed no sign of that. After their 
first round agony they adopted a 
steady policy but never challenged 
the two first runners.

However, the biggest applause 
was reserved for the Thai team com­
pleting their first Bi-plane Diamond 
just out of time. Who was it saud 
world championship medals were 
easy?!.. .1 want to speak with him.

No Speed Limits clearly had their 
own problems. It wasn't a happy 
time and when Mike Daly twisted 
heavily on a reserve after a Wrap it 
only compounded the situation.

There were a series of spectacular 
events, wraps, stalling Bi-planes and 
triple cutaways (reminiscent of the 
1982 RW team!). However, morale 
was visibly raised by Hitchen's 
efforts and a Bi-plane diamond com­
pletion just out of time. But it was not 
an encouraing team performance by 
some guys who undoubtedly have 
good individual skills.

Meanwhile, Australia and France 
jostled for the lead in gripping com­
petition coming within less than 2 
seconds of each other. With the com­
pletion of almost all the events after a 
full day's jumping on Sunday, only 
the two 8 Way teams were left to bat­
tle it out on an early Monday morn­
ing call. A 'Commonwealth Party' 
without the party-mad Aussies is 
about as much good as a window 
cleaner in Beirut but they had to go to 
bed early! That morning, early, the 
Australians took gold. Inspired jus­

tice I'd say and very well deserved!

4 Way Sequential
One of the benefits of going to a 

world CRW meet is being able to 
watch the French execute 4 Way 
Sequential. They are good at it, the 
best and I find it difficult to imagine 
anyone catching them for a long time 
yet. For three meets now the battle 
has been for the minor placings and a 
very disciplined New Zealand team 
made sure of their first ever World 
Championship medal with real con­
sistency. They beat every other team 
(with the obvious exception) in every 
single round. The USA were disap­
pointing and the Dutch desperately 
unlucky being hit by some cruel deci­
sions, but no-one in the same league 
as the French.

Cell Mates UK 4 Way sequential team.

A few people would give the prize 
for 'all round good eggs, ambassad- 
ora and guys keen to learn' to the Cell 
Mates. They will hate me for it I 
know, because they are good com­
petitors also, but there is one major 
void to narrow.

Something new, some new direc­
tion is going to have to shape up the 
British sequential tradition. You can 
write off zero points in round one as 
competition nerves, but when the 
scores are laid down over an eight 
point gap already. I'm confident 
there is a major lesson learnt and 
hopefully the skies above Ipswich 
will herald improving CRW.

Arguably the best, most encourag­
ing CRW competition to date, all that 
remained now was the prize giving, 
closing ceremony and the farewell

Paddy fields of Thailand
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party. I think most teams felt the 
standard of judging fair but com­
petitors and officials did hit head on 
occasionally over the midday turbu­
lence and haze, but for the most part 
the 10 days passed 'hassle free'. In 
fact there wasn't a single protest 
throughout the competition which is 
probably down to the Throw-away 
round rule.

Other points include a number of 
changes in the sequential rules for 
'busts' and more significantly a 
recommendation that the previous 
CIP decision to suspend 8 Way speed 
formations be reversed. Bill Hazlett's 
argument, for example, "not to mess 
with something when it's running 
right" received the support of the 
majority attending the competitors 
meeting.

The UK base at the drop zone.

Quick thanks, of course, to the other 
guys who have the intolerable task of 
watching us from the ground 'enjoy­
ing' ourselves. Doc Flynn and Pete 
Halfacre for working for no thanks, 
long hours in their windowless video 
room. Our head of Delegation, John 
Hitchen, for his strength of confi­
dence and reassurance as the walls of 
Rome collapsed around him with 
each passing round, and Simon (up 
to 14 jumps a day) Ward for getting it 
all on film.

So with international CRW com­
petition still so healthy our domestic 
scene is now under scrutiny. If we 
have indeed lost the thread of the 
game then it is up to those characters 
involved in it to swing the CRW pen­
dulum back in our direction. Some 
new enthusiasts on the modern 
range of canopies, trained by inde­
pendent coaches and some encour­
agement.

"Success has many features..,"  JFK 
once said, "...but failure is an 
orphan." No-one present at 
Chiangmai in April will want to be 
orphaned from such a close knit, 
happy family ...of that I am sure.

Nige Watson Clark

No Speed Limits doing downplanes.

Some Unofficial Awards
Most Popular Victory
Australian 8 Way, for sticking to their guns:
4th in 1984 
3rd in 1986 
2nd in 1989 
Gold in 1990
Most Convincing Victory
US Rotation Team, for showing us the 'way to go'. 
Oldest Competitor
Our very own Dave Corbell, and by no means the 
slowest!
Most Improved
No contest - Indonesian Rotations Team.
Most Popular Medal
New Zealand Sequential Team, who just got on with 
doing it right.
Longest Serving Member
Cliff Dobson (USA) there in Z-Hills 1980 and not mis­
sed a meet since.
Unluckiest Team
Dutch Sequential, for being hammered by the judges.
Most Watchable Team
No Speed Limits for their 'wrap-factor'.
Most Jumps
Simon Ward who read an entire novel on the way to 
altitude on his 71 jumps!
Most Disappointing Team
Carlisle United, once top of the first division and now 
look where they are!.

2 3



The UK team were always worth watching.

Exit, Exit

The Twin Otter takes a



Australian Speed 8, the winners.

ast dive at A1 Skydiving

Get out o f that! The scratch 8 team from Thailand with a minor problem.
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Report

The Delegation, excluding the 
Royal Marines, arrived at Chaing Mai 
on the evening of the 25th. Hotel 
reservations were made on arrival at 
the airport through a travel agent 
which enabled us to stay at the com­
petition hotel. This proved to be a 
substantial saving on the "offical 
rate" as charged bythe Organisers, 
despite the fact that meals and trans­
portation still had to be found.

Due to bad weather conditions suf­
fered in the UK since the British 
Nationals, "Cellmates" and "No 
Speed Limits" had not had the 
chance to make many jumps so we 
were eager to take advantage of the 
training camp.

On the first day, the teams were 
ready to go at 0630 hours but due to 
some organisation problems with air­
craft, parachuting did not commence 
until late afternoon. Both teams man­
aged one training jump.

The following day things began to 
run more smoothly and teams were 
able to make training jumps as 
required. Slight problems later in the 
week with weather conditions in the 
form of haze and turbulence, 
nevertheless both teams completed 
all ten training jumps paid for prior to 
leaving the UK, additional tickets 
were therefore purchased.

The training jumps were certainly 
needed as there were some problems 
to be ironed out, especially within the 
8-Way team.

The Royal Marines were met on 
arrival at the airport on the 29th and 
were advised to book into the same 
hotel through the travel agent.

Towards the end of the training 
camp, Mike Daly, of "No Speed

Limits" injured himself on a reserve 
landing. Spot Watson was brought in 
as an Alternate for the final training 
jump of the day.

Official registration took place on 
the evening of the 31st. A jury meet­
ing was also held to discuss a change 
of notified helicopter. This had been 
requested by the Organisers who 
wished to use Sikorsky twin pack 
helicopters in addition to Hueys. The 
reason for this being a potential prob­
lem with hours on the Hueys. This 
was agreed unanimously by the jury.

A judges seminar was held on 1st 
April. Registration of teams and 
nomination of Alternates also took 
place. The official training jumps 
were postponed until 2nd April. At 
the start of the "official" training 
jumps there was some confusion as 
there had not been a team leaders' 
briefing. Pilots, Crew etc had not 
been briefed which resulted in most 
teams being awarded a re-jump.

As a result, a team leaders' briefing 
was given to clarify exit commands 
etc. Turbulent weather conditions 
and the opening ceremony delayed 
the training jumps another day.

The opening ceremony included a 
CRW display of 3 stacks from 9 
nations. Three members of Cellmates 
were nominated from the UK Delega­
tion. the display was very effective 
and well planned at such short notice 
by Patrice Giradin of France and Bill 
Hazlett of USA.

In the evening a formal welcome 
party was held at the Chaing Mai 
Plaza Hotel, an excellent buffet with 
free drinks was enjoyed by all.

Meanwhile, Mike Daly continued 
to receive medical attention in his 
room from the Thai Army Medics to 
remove the severe bruising and circu­
late the blood around his ankle. 
There is no doubt that this injury 
would have kept Mike grounded for 
2-3 weeks in the UK, however, with 
constant attention the medics had 
Mike fit, with some discomfort, to 
jump at the start of the Meet. He 
chose however not to jump on the 
first round. It is my intention, with 
the permission of the Council, to con­
tact the Thai Military to thank them 
for the attention and dedication of 
the Medics, not enough praise can be 
given for their efforts.

The competition began officially on 
the 3rd. Training jumps were com­
pleted. Round one of each event was 
also completed by the UK. Cellmates

had a problem in round one of the 
sequential with one of the pilot 
chutes which would not retract, this 
was one of the contributory factors to 
the score of zero points.

A Jury meeting was called later in 
the day to discuss the proceedure for 
turbulence - whether to have a 
stand down period in the middle of 
the day. It was decided that members 
of the judging staff and Jury would 
periodically do jumps to test for tur­
bulence as this could not be felt in the 
helicopters by Competitors on the 
way up to altitude.

During round three of the 8-Way 
event, the UK suffered a bad "wrap" 
which necessitated 3 team members 
cutting away.

Following two days of inclement 
weather the meet seemed to speed 
up considerably, in fact, finishing 
with almost 2 free days.

During round 8 of the 8-Way event 
the UK built the formation out of time 
but had difficulty in flying it. This 
was late found to be due to a tear in 
the top skin of one of the canopies.

I feel it necessary that I should 
point out that of the six teams which 
entered the 8-Way event, only 2 
teams built all 8 formations within 
the 2 minutes of working time. This 
beinbbg Australia and France. Our 8- 
Way team actually built every forma­
tion, other than the easiest, which 
was the stack due to a serious wrap. 
The expertise and knowledge is 
there, I believe they simply need a 
change of attitude to think of them­
selves as an 8-Way team and not 2 4- 
Way teams, coupled with training 
jumps to improve on speed.

The Marines also had problems 
with the pilot chute not retracting on 
a couple of rounds. This was believed 
to have been cause by the exit speed.

Cellmates were "bust" on a couple 
of rounds from 3 and 4 points to one 
point. This was a judgement call. The 
team were certain they had the cor­
rect grips. They also suffered a pilot 
chute problem in one round.

I would like to end this report by 
saying that the scores do not really 
reflect the teams' performance. The 
8-Way in particular suffered with 
injury and canopy problems. The 
training jumps at Chaing Mai were 
invaluable. It is unfortunate that the 
weather in the UK could not permit 
any more prior to the competition.

John Hitchen

2 6
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OFFICIAL RESULTS FOR ROUND 8
4-way Rotation

TEAM TOTAL PLACE
1 U.S.A 101 1

12 China 85 2
6 Canada 82 3
9 Netherlands 79 4

10 France 76 5
5 Switzerland 68 6 i
8 Italy 56 7
2 Indonesia 55 8

13 Germany 55 9
14 Belgium 54 10
11 Thailand 51 11
3 New Zealand 42 12
7 United Kingdom 42 12
4 Austria 6 14

4-way Sequential
6 France 62 1
1 New Zealand 51 2
3 U.S.A. 42 3
5 Netherlands 34 4
7 Australia 25 5
8 Germany 22 6
4 United Kingdom 14 7
2 Switzerland 6 8

8-way Speed Formation
TEAM 8-WAYS TOTAL PLACE

6 Australia 7 404.38 1
4 France 7 417.41 2
1 U.S.A. 7 472.88 3
2 New Zealand 7 680.73 4
5 Thailand 2 169.72 4
3 United Kingdom 1 97.56 5

although that it seldom a problem). Bill's ‘pri­
vate airforce'is the most flexible ofanyD Z that
I have jumped at and getting jum ps in is 
NEVER a problem

A s to quality of skydives. You get out what 
you put in. The annual 16 Way meet usually 
gets at least six teams, o f which three are reg- 
ualkrs from Lodi, and the day before the meet 
this year in two formation loads, a 40 way 
attempt built to 36 and a 50 way attempt built 
to 48. There were no other big ones but these 
results speak for themselves.

In my experience, the majority o f people 
who travel to the US to jum p do so to take 
advantage of the weather, the prices, the 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere at DZs and 
the wealth o f experience that they can gain in a 
short period of intense jumping. The USA is 
not, however, the answer to real skydiving 
progression. Only dedication, hard work and 
lots of instruction (and the right attitude to lis­
ten to instructors) will make you into a good 
sky diver. Lodi offers an excellent atmosphere 
that positively encourages involvement in the 
sport and I highly recommend the D Zas worth 
more than a visit in order for you to make up 
your own mind.

Inconclusion, I  found the whole article a lit­
tle offensive but the comments on Lodi par­
ticularly nauseating. I do not know Mr Evans 
and frankly after reading the article realise that
I am positively not missing anything.

Rod Boswell 
D1343 

BPA 7812
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General Information and Directions:

British Parachute Schools otherwise known 
as Langar is situated about 15 miles south-east 
of Nottingham. Dave Hickling is CCI and 
jointly owns the centre with John Fletcher. The 
centre is open 7 days a week and jumping, 
weather permitting, takes place between 9 
o'clock and sunset on all days apart from Sun­
days when jumping starts at 10 o'clock. The 
Drop Zone is one of the largest in the country 
and is situated in unrestricted airspace (up to
12,000 ft), surrounded by agricultural land 
with few hazards.

The Drop Zone can be approached from 
either the A46 or A1 and lies on the road bet­
ween Langar and Harby village. From the A46 
travelling north from Leicester continue past 
the Nottingham A606 turn and after approxi­
mately 4 miles trun right at a crossroads (Petrol 
garage on comer) towards Cropwell Bishop. 
Continue through Cropwell Bishop and then 
onto Langar village where the road ends at a 
T  junction, turn right and soon the airfield 
control tower can be seen onto the A52 
towards Nottingham and then look for a left 
hand turn signposted Granby or Langar.

British Parachute Schools has been estab­
lished for over 10 years, they have 6 full-time 
instructors and many more intsructors availa­
ble at week-ends. A few staff live on site and 
the rest live locally. The chief pilot is Angela 
Hickling who can call upon 2 other full-time 
pilots and 2 weekend pilots. The centre has a 
piston Islander and two Cessna 206's which 
operate from the Drop Zone's concrete run­
ways. Mid-week the 206 may only be operat­
ing but at week-ends and busy periods both 
the Islander and 206 are frequently airborne at 
the same time. There is an Accuracy Pit and the 
landing area for experienced jumpers is only a 
short walk away from the packing area.

Most of the regulars frequent the 'Boot and 
Shoe' in Granby village, a short journey by car. 
If you arrive at the DZ and nobody is about try 
the 'Boot and Shoe', this pub also serves even­
ing meals.

Jumping;
Langar runs Static Line, RAPS, AFF and 

Tandem courses. RAPS courses were intro­
duced to Langar recently when Bridlington DZ 
closed and Dave Johnson became associated 
with British Parachute Schools. I understand 
that Langar are heavily committed to the 
future of RAPS. RW instruction is also availa­
ble through the WARP system. The Johnson's 
have a keen interest in CRW and CRW instruc­
tion is available from Nicky Johnson, he fol­
lows the C.P. (Canopy Relative Work Progres­
sion Programme) system. Nicky appears to be 
a very busy person as he instructs AFF and 
Tandem as well as RAPS and Static Line stu­
dents, therefore CRW may be difficult to come 
by.

There are 70 Statci Line rigs, 18 RAPS rigs, 10 
front and back freefall systems, 2 or 3 rigs for 
square conversion, 4 AFF and 2 tandem rigs. 
All round student canopies are GQ aeroconi- 
cals.

With regard to AFF there are 3 full-time AFF 
instructors which includes Dave Morris who is 
returning to Langar for the summer season. 
The AFF course costs £1150 and AFF jumps can 
be made 7 days a week.

ANTHEA GOES TO LANGAR

There are 2 or 3 Tandem instructors at the 
centre full-time with 6 in total. A Tandem 
course costs £110 and tandem are videoed by 
air to air cameramen.

Jump prices are as follows: static line jumps 
are £16 and all student square jumps £25. Stu­
dent freefall jumps vary between £18.00 
(9,000ft) and £22.00 (12,000ft). Experienced 
jumpers pay between £5.00 (3,200ft) and £13 
(12,000ft).

Normally the maximum exit altitude for 
experienced jumpers is 10,000 feet, but the 
pilots will fly to 12,000ft on special request and 
for AFF students. Langar does not operate a 
ticket system and jump bills must be paid at 
the end of each, payment can be made by Cre­
dit Card, cash, cheque, eurocheque etc. There 
is no club membership. Team rates can be 
negotiated and a video cameraman could be 
available by prior arrangement.

Competitions/Boogies/W orkshops
There is an annual fun Launch and Accuracy 

meet each Easter, unfortunately this year's 
was dogged by bad weather and the fan trainer 
was used to provide the accuracy scores. Mar­
tin Booth unfortunately discovered accuracy 
descents from fan trainers can seriously dam­
age your health and failed to complete the 
competition after injuring a knee, by the way 
thanks for the photos Martin. On May 12/13 
Langar hosts the Central Regional RW Meet.

Langar's busiest month of the year will be 
June. From June 14th-19th the Large Aircraft 
Boogie takes place followed quickly by the 
Classics and CRW British Nationals. Dave 
Hickling has booked a Twin Otter 300 for the 
Large Aircraft Boogie and there will be at least 
one other turbine aircraft, possibly a Skyvan, a 
Pilatus Porter or both.

During August 25/30 an RW Workshop is 
being organised by Dave Morris and at the 
same time Dave Morris is organising a series of 
Colour Coded Dives, no doubt red and yellow 
will be in the colours. At all the above events a 
Party/Disco will be provided.

and no booking is necessary. There is a large 
unheated bunkhouse with adjoining showers 
and washing facilities. The bunkhouse is 
almost entirely open plan and can be both 
noisy and cold, a good sleeping bag and a 
heavy session in the local pub is required if you 
want to sleep. At present there are no toilets in 
the bunkhouse, but work is proceeding to 
install 3 loos. There is an outside loo attached 
to the club house some distance away and 2 
toilets inside the club house which is locked at 
night. The 2 electric showers are adequate and 
provide hot water until your money runs out.

There is a covered ground training area and 
one classroom. The packing shed has 4 pack­
ing tables. There is no designated indoor pack­
ing area for experienced jumpers, but there is a 
large grass area available for packing.

A small kitchen provides a reasonable selec­
tion of snack food and meals, bacon cobs, var­
ious sandwiches, chilli etc etc. the food is 
reasonably priced and very edible. A small bar 
exists on the airfield and this is opened when 
jumping has stopped for the day. There is a 
pool table in the club house which is often in 
frequent use. (P.S. the CCI is a keen player and 
will take anybody on as long as he wins!). The 
only animal allowed on the DZ is the DZ black 
and white cat called Murphy.

If the weather is bad there are a number of 
activities/sights to see in the surrounding area. 
The National Water Sports Centre at Home 
Pier Point is not far and on the weekend I vis­
ited the club a number of jumpers went water 
skiing. Belvoir Castle overlooks the airfield 
and is open to the public, jousting tourneys are 
sometimes held at the castle.

Facilities:
Langar now provides an extensive rigging 

service run by Nicky Johnson who is an 
advanced rigger. Nicky is also manufacturing 
a new Vector type container and he and his girl 
friend have just taken over the Air Care franch­
ise (previously owned by Sandy Spence), he 
will continue to manufacture jump suits and 
other items Sandy sold.

Camping and Caravans are free of charge

Visit Summary
I found that although only a handful of 

experienced jumpers were at the DZ the wel­
come was friendly from both staff and jum­
pers. The manifesting system was straightfor­
ward and once the weather improved the CCI 
was keen to get people jumping. Both the 
Islander and 206 were in action in no time at 
all. I only managed one jump but I could have 
done 2 or 3 if desired.
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WE ARE SOLE DISTRIBUTORS OF

PAINS/WESSEX 
PARASMOKES -
COMPLETE RANGE OF COLOURS IN STOCK

SEAWEATHER
AVIATION SERVICES LTD.
SAFETY & SURVIVAL 
EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS

625 PRINCES ROAD, DARTFORD, 
KENT DA2 6EF U.K.

TELEPHONE: 0322 75513/4 
TELEX: 265733. FAX: 0322 92639.

„ Name 
Address

I enclose a cheque or please debit my 
Access/V isa Account No.
Card Expiry Date

Post & 
Packing

BFPO& Outside
UK Europe Europe

Orders up to £20.00 £1.50 £2.50 £4.50
Orders £20.01-£S0.00 £2.00 £3.50 £7.50
Orders over £50.00 £3.00 £4.00 £10.00

Tel: (0793) 854301
25 Hook Cottage. Hook. Swindon. 

Wiltshire. SN4 8EA (U.K.)
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PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE 
from

The student observes as the coach demonstrates the 'vertical dive' (WARP 6). 
Still from the Warp film.

WARP PACKAGE DUE IMMINENTLY

As you will have gathered from the 
last magazine there is a new WARP 
video on the way. The WARP system 
(World-wide Approved Relative- 
work Progression) has helped hun­
dreds of students to learn the basic 
skills of relative work.

Sward Sports and the BPA are sup­
porting the project which will shortly 
provide a complete WARP system 
package comprising of a Video Tape 
and Booklet in Faxlog Format.

Pete Reynolds, the author of the 
WARP system, first came to Sward 
Sports for support in February. Since 
then filming has been completed and 
post production is almost finished.
The BPA is also contributing to the 
content of the video and intends to 
run a full WARP coaching prog­
ramme based on the video package.

At time of writing the exact price 
has yet to be fixed but there will 
almost definitely be two separate ver­
sions at under £30 each - An instruc­
tor's tape and a 'Teach Yourself 
Skydiving' video that prepares categ­
ory eight students for WARP coach­
ing.

The video(s) and booklets will be

packaged together and available 
from Sward Sports. Early July is the 
target date but all enquiries are wel­
come at any time.

Contact Sward Sports on:
0793 854301 

0793 852452 (fax)

V o o o

\ t  ! 

Go For it /

Mai

T h a t 's  M o r c  Fo r  a

GAM6 O F BADMtrtTOM
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T H E K I T  S I C E f Ltd

PURVEYORS OF THE FINEST PARACHUTING EQUIPMENT

The A ir f ie ld ,  Headcorn,Kent TN27 9HX 
®  Tel: 0622 890 967 Fax: 0622 891 236

NEED NEW GEAR ? OR LOOKING FOR ADVICE ON YOUR 
FIRST SET OF KIT ?

Then swoop down to Headcorn and find Rob Colpus or Sarah Brearley at the KIT STORE

We aim to help 
you select the 
k i t  thats r igh t 
fo r you and 
your Bank 
balance.
Our advice is 
based on 16 yrs 
of experience, not only as 
Dealers, but as Jumpers, 
Instructors and 
Competitors.

NEW and in STOCK 
The HOT new con­
cept in Ram-Airs

Were on a Major 
Drop Zone, so you 
can jump our 
Turbine Islander 
and try your new 
Kit straight away.

MIAIHITI U l i l l

WE ARE AGENTS FOR
PD 

PISA 
NATIONAL 

PRECISION 
GLIDEPATH 

PARACHUTES DE FRANCE 
THOMAS SPORTS 

SYMBIOSIS SUITS 
SUNSHINE FACTORY 

And others

DID YOU KNOW ?
You could have a 

SWIFT Square Reserve 
fo r  only £575 

and a custom 170 sq f t  
9 cell fo r  ju s t  £520.

We have a large stock 
of Canopies, Rigs and 

accessories on our 
shelves at the "STORE"

Call or w r ite  fo r our Brochure and Stock List H E E l



SPORT PARACHUTIST ADVERTISING RATES 
As effective from 1st October 1989

#  Black & White 1 Issue 3-5 Issues 6 Issues
Full Page £182.00 £173.00 £155.00

Half Page £100.00 £95.00 £85.00
Quarter Page £55.00 £52.00 £47.00
Eighth Page £32.00 £31.00 £27.00

Prices shown are exclusive of VAT. VAT will be added to invoices at 
15% .

•  COLOUR
Add £200.00 to Black and White rates. An origination charge will be 
added if colour separated artwork is not supplied. Spot colour add 
20% to black and white rate for each spot colour required.

•  COPY
Advert rates quoted are for Camera-ready Artwork supplied by the 
advertiser. Where adverts have to be set an additional artwork charge 
will be included on the invoice.

•  SPECIAL POSITION
Advance booking is required. First come, first served.

Inside back cover +5%
Page 1 +10%
Back cover (colour only) +30%

•  INSERTS
£40.00 per 1000 A4 size.

•  DEADLINES
Space 5th of month preceeding cover date.
Cancellations 5th of month preceeding cover date.
Camera-ready Artwork 12th of month preceeding cover date.
Copy requiring Artwork 7th of month preceeding cover date.

•  DISCOUNTS
15% early payment discount if invoices are settled within 15 days of 
invoice date.
Repeat advert discount will only apply subject to full payment within 
30 days of booking advertising space.

•  SPORT PARACHUTIST RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REQUEST 
FULL PAYMENT PRIOR TO ANY ADVERT APPEARING.

•  CLASSIFIED ADVERTS
£5.00 for a minimum of 40 words. Additional words at lOp per word. 
Please note that classified adverts cannot be taken by telephone and 
must be pre-paid.
Cheques made payable to "Sport Parachutist (BPA Ltd.)" must 
accompany the advert.

Sport Parachutist accept no responsibility for any supposed defects 
in the goods, services or practices represented or advertised in the 
magazine. 
Sport Parachutist reserves the right to refuse any advertisment which 
they consider misleading or unsuitable for publication in the 
magazine, due either to content or to quality of camera-ready 
artwork supplied.

Complete system ready to  jump. Small sized Chaser unit, 
Firelite 172 main, blue/orange/green Phantom 22 reserve. 
Passed acid test. 30 jumps total. £700 ono

Call Tony 0603 617131

For Sale: Complete new kit (8 jumps only). Talon container 
(navy blue and silver) +  throwaway. Fury Main - blue and 
silver grey, 4.8m sac reserve - all immaculate condition - 
£995 ono.

Call Bob Gale 0292-42284 (home) 
or 0292 75000 Ext 339

Complete System ready to  jump.
Harness - Vector (Burgundy and grey)
Main • Clipper (95 jumps, microlines and mini risers)
Reserve - Hobbit (square)
Complete with kit bag and packing mat.
All in excellent condition £1059.

Contact Andie Rees 0865 891629 (home) 
081 574-6969 (work)

Complete system. Ready to jump. Maverick (150 jumps) 
Raven 1 square reserve. TSE Chaser with throwaway pilot 
chute. All in excellent condition £950.00

Telephone Reading (0734) 690642 Evenings

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS
252 Ivte approx 100 jumps +  Phantom 26 never used in 
Black/blue Tracer, as new. Pull out system. All VGC. £650. 
Instructors manual as new £15. F/F log book £2

Contact Gerry on 0234/270338

Ideal 1st rig, ready to jump system 2 container - black 
American unit main - black and white. 26' lopo reserve. 
£275 tried tested and safe.

Tel: 0252 331033

Foil. Complete system red/white/blue 252, Defender 
reserve in black rapid transit. Throwaway, reefed. £450. 
Chaser, blue/black, burgundy trim, pull-out, pilot chutes, fit 
Wildfire/Phantom 24. 250 jumps. £175

Phone Tony 0622 671241 ext 3244 (days).

Crusair, Double Spectrum, Guardian 26 ft Lopo reserve (un­
used) blue/white in Wonderhog II container blue/black. 
Sale due to mortgage. Any reasonable offer considered.

Tel Mandy 01-601-2220 daytime 
0920 460435 evenings

Complete system:- Zerox (black/blue), cloud main, lopo 
reserve, tw o jumpsuits, wrist mount atti, blue protec. Con­
tainer brand new never used. Sell as one, only £800 ono.

(0895) 445341

GQ UNIT, green/yellow 600 jumps. GQ reserve, (acid test 
OK) used twice. In GQ system. Throwaway. All good condi­
tion. Good first kit. £350 ono.

Tel: 0602 864652. (anytime)

Equipment for sale, advanced kit, ideal first purchase:
TSE Jetstream-Unit-26' Lopo. TSE Jetstream-Heavyweight 
252-Talisman Reserve. Large TSE Chaser-Wizard-26' Lopo. 
Large TSE Chaser- 240 Cloud- 26' pisa 2 x Large TSE Safe 
systems (chaser) 26' Lopo and Protector. Pisa 24' Reserve 
steerable. Tricon Reserve steerable. 26' Lopo reserve steer- 
able. 23' Tricon reserve steerable.

Offers invited on the above-please call 02665 58609

Complete Rig in as new condition. Chaser-pull out- black 
with tw o silver stripes. Fury main-five cells black, two  
silver. Phantom 26 reserve-silver and black. All reserve 
mods carried out. Acid and strength tested. Only 20 jumps. 
Matching bag ..Alti 2 and mount. Sensible offers please.

Tel Nick 01-402 9471 (day) 
01-898 1344 (eve)

2 Complete kits for sale. Tracer (2 blues) Coe D 190 (3 blues) 
phantom 26' pin pull. Good condition throughout £700 ono. 
Wonderhog (throwaway) Magnum (red, w hite 8t blue less 
than 150 jumps) National 26' Lopo £400 ono.

Call Ally 0224 641952 anytime

Display Smoke Generators. For details of inexpensive 
smoke generators, call ColourTrail on 0602 277485 (24 
hours). Display DZ/Commentator wanted for 1990 season 
for a small friendly Midlands team. Please call Joe Forster 
on 0602 277485 or write to 4 Dunoon Close, Rise Park, Not­
tingham, NG5 5DH.

Complete kit. Glide Path Raider, X210R, Druid, Container, 
jumpsuit, Parabags, Altimeter, Frapp hat. Many more 
extras, must sell. Offers around £12,00.

Tel: Tim Morphy 0773 60 8603 
or 0773 60 2277, after 7 pm (weekdays only)

SST Racer black (It w t cordura). Medium harness. Fury main 
(red/white/blue) 120 jumps. Phantom 26 reserve (with 
mods and tested) unused. All excellent condition - £800.

Tel: 0625 522960 evenings

Complete system - Black Racer w ith well preserved 
Pegasus main (200 jumps) and Phantom 24 reserve (never 
used). £700. Also available - Paralert and Altimaster II.

Contact 01-785-7900 (home) 
01-548-4797 (work)

Chaser+Pegasus+Swift reserve, Racer+Strat+26 ft Sec­
urity, 3 jumpsuits 2 parabags, Altimaster II, Pointvert Frapp 
hat. £375 the lot.

0229 55625 (Cumbria)

The BPA does not guarantee equipment 
bought and sold through the Sport 
Parachutist Journal. Purchasers are advised 
to use the services of approved riggers.
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SPORT PARACHUTIST I

THE 1990 8-WAY BLOCKS
Artwork courtesy of Symbiosis Suits 
and Mad Hatta

8 -  WAY EVENT: BLOCK SEQUENCES -  1990
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BE PART OF EUROPE’S NUMBER ONE BOOGIE !

JULY 12 - 17 TH 1990
BELGIAN , , MOORSELE

PARACHUTE
BOOGIE CENTER

BELGIAN HERC BOOGIE 4 -  P.B. 38 -  B -8640 MOORSELE-
BELGIUM

Tel (32) 5 6 -5 0 0 0 9 2  -  Fax (32 ) 5 6 -5 0 3 9 6 7

REGISTRATION F E E : 1000 BF

JUMPS (1 3 .0 0 0  ft.) : 800  BF

July 10-12th  
SKYVAN-CARIBOU 

July 12-17  th 
L 100-30 STRECHED HERCULES

8 - W A Y :  RANDOM FORMATIONS 1990
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SAFETY INFORM ATION
PROBLEMS WITH 

VERY HIGH PERFORMANCE CANOPIES
Jumpers are still getting injured, some seriously, because 
they are not flying their high performance canopies (Blue 
Tracks, Excaliburs etc.) correctly.

1) Hook turns, especially under the above type 
canopies (due to rapid height loss in manoeuvre) can be

dangerous.
2) Mid-air collisions continue to happen, because of the 
greater forward speed of these canopies. 'All round

observation' must take place for the entire canopy ride.
3) Violent canopy collapsing can result in these 

canopies not being able to be re-inflated and neces­
sitating a cutaway, be aware of altitude.

4) Display Team Leaders should consider carefully if 
these type of canopies should be used on demos (espe­
cially small arenas in low wind conditions).
VERY HIGH PERFORMANCE CANOPIES NEED TO BE 
TREATED WITH RESPECT.

Tony Butler 
JNCSO

EQUIPMENT COMPATIBILITY ^
In order to help prevent problems which may arise from 
the purchase of faulty or incompatible equipment all jum­
pers intending to purchase second hand equipment are 
reminded that it is important to have the equipment 
checked by a Rigger before purchase.

Mick Thurman 
Chairman Riggers Committee

ACID MESH PROBLEM
This safety notice is issued to draw to the attention of all 
those who pack reserves with mesh in them that the Acid 
Mesh Problem has not gone away and that it is impera­
tive that the proper servicing and inspection proceedures 
are carried out on these canopies.

The proceedures to be carried out when dealing with 
these canopies is laid out in the following Safety Informa­
tion Sheets:
No. Issue Date Issued By 
02/89 14 Feb 89 Chairman 

STC

04/89 24 Apr 89 JNSCO 
for

Reference
GQ Parachutes Ltd - STC 
Service Bulletin reference 
Acid Mesh rectification 
Programme.

National Parachute 
Industries - Service 
bulletin Reserves and 
Pilotchutes.

Anyone who does not understand these procedures or 
has questions should contact the JNSCOs.

Mick Thurman

Complete system rady to  jump:
Harness - Wonderhog with belly band throwaway.
Main • Crusaire (waterfall colours)
Reserve - Trivented 2 6 'Lopo
Ideal first square first kit bargain at £300.

Contact: Dave F ille r  04024 41583 (H) 
0277 690210(W )

Or can be seen at Cranfield.

Fury Canopy, very good condition. Royal blue/red - £450.
Contact Ian 0642-585061

\

NOTICE

IT'S ALL RELATIVE

o P E T S R I A T S J K T V Y H P R U M
s P F G E A C E H B V E N o J G W A B A
N O P P O S E B L L I N V K L O o C D R
o B V O L B U N Y I P Q U E R T Y C I Q
w A s D S F G H J N K L z X C V X O B U
F Y L I H E D R G E Q S c F T Y u R L I
L L R L J G D J F R A N K I E K Y D G s
A F A C A N A D I A N T E E A H Y I K p
K R T D R Z I B I R W W O R K M D A F R
E E S D G L L L D A H Y C Z Q O R N L I
L T z I P> P F R G T M X D O p A L K I N
B T z I P P B E Y E L o P I B E A T H G
Z U c V B N M P L K J H N P O I U Y R B
I B D F G T T P O O O U G D H H E T G O
B S F G E G D I W A E R U B I C K K I K
T S C S G Y E Z I P E R N E K A L F D E
U D F D R C G J T A C Y H P R U M J O L
N F S T Y L E A N D D R G U O K Z O K E
O T A C C U R A C Y L O C H U A E D N H
D R O C A T A C A T E R P I L L E R A D

Accordian Flake Snow Flake
Bipole Frisbee Springbok
Box Line Stair Step
Butterfly Marquis Star
Bunyip Murphy Tee
Canadian Tee Murphy Cat Unipod
Catacord Offset Widge
Caterpillar Opal Zipper
Diamond Opposed Diamond ZigZag
Donut Rubick



BOARD
WANTED

Any information on the whereabouts 
of the stolen kit itemised below. 

Teadrop - navy, green trim with pink Pop Top 
Cruislite - Dark blue centre cell, powder pink 
and blue cells with red on underside.
Swift - Dark grey. Serial Number: 96260 
Racer - Blue with grey/white Pop Top. 
Clipper 194 - White centre cell flanked by 
pale blue, darker blue and purple.
Serial Number: 209
Hobbit - White. Serial Number: 281

Please contact PC934 Hooke 
on 0277 262212 Essex Police

f STOLEN 3
Black & blue Chaser (blue Challenger/pink Minimax)
Blue Chaser (leather pop top) (Rainbow Pegasus/26' lopo)
3 jumpsuits
2 Alti IIs
2 Frapp hats (1 black with blue Dytter/1 blue)
Goggles, gloves etc.
Mint green & blue parabag 
Black Nylon Suitcase.

Contact Peter Sizer 081 653 0671 (work) 
0689 29354 (home)

STOLEN 
on Friday 6th April 1990 

Dark Blue Teardrop, with leather pop top and 
flash, rainbow stitching. Red leather cutaway 
pad.
MAIN: Coe-D 210 (flourescent rainbow) 
RESRVE: Swift (blue)

Also Stolen 
in black/purple rig bag

Blue protec with dytter 
Alti III with wristmount 
Blue Trim Goggles 
Purple Ski Gloves
Document Case (log book, FAI, etc.)

Contact Paul on 0226 283999 
BPA 187564 FAI D7509 

REWARD FOR RETURN

Equipment Stolen from Langar
1 124 Reserve DOM July 67 No 6559129 in single pin black

container.
1 124 Reserve DOM May 67 No 466537 in single pin black

container.
1 124 Reserve DOM June 73 No 121662 in single pin black

container.
1 TlOa Reserve DOM June 67 in single pin black container. 
1 FXC12000 AADSer. No.
1 GQ (GB) System Main: Cloud, H.wt. Rainbow/white.

Reserve: Protector 
1 GQ (GB) System Main: Foil 252 Rainbow/white.

Reserve: Guardian
Both GQ systems are red and black.

1 GQ (USA) System, Black with red & white stripes.
Main: Comet, white/gold/brown. Reserve: SAC.

1 Chaser Black leather main Avenger, brown/beige. 
Reserve 370R

1 Chaser Blue leather main Firelight, blacl/pink/purple. 
Reserve Ph 22

1 Chaser Blue cordura main Avenger, red/blue/orange. 
Reserve Ph 24

Racer blue/light blue cordura Pegasus main blue/light blue/ 
white Res. Aerotec.
Vector blue main: PD 170 reserve: Swift
3 Frap Hats different colours.
3 Altimasters 2s Altimeters
2 Altimasters 3s Altimeters
1 Star Altimasters
6(?) green Protecs
6 Jumpsuits, Air Care and Symbiosis
Rig bags, Drag bags, gloves, boots! Yes and lots more small 
items that we all keep in our kit bags.
The above kit is a mixture of British Parachute Schools and 
personal rigs. This will mean that a lot of people will have to 
stay on the ground for some time to come. If you hear or see 
anything about this kit please, please let me know. Reward 
money, yes, whatever it takes.

Thanks, 
Dave Hickling

Andy Gaffey: Invoice of Disaster
STOLEN:

Large Racer container 
Serial No. 26207 (1982)
N avy/burgundy/grey 
Featherlite R2-1 
Serial No. 825607C (1982)
Burgundy/white
Wildfire WF 210 (1986) Pink/purple/white 
Symbi Warm Wear Suit Navy/raspberry/yellow 
Rig bag Navy



YOU’VE JUMPED THE REST 

NOW FLY THE BEST

When you choose your next SKYDIVING SUIT why 
not consider what makes that suit just right for you. If 
it’s Price, Style, Performance, Fit, Quality, Workman­
ship, Guarantee and Service. Then AIR CARE has 
the suit that’s right for you.

For further information on our suits and other quality 
products contact SANDY SPENCE by writting to;

AIR CARE 

UNIT B18 
BRUNSWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE 

BRUNSWICK BUSINESS PARK 

LIVERPOOL 

L3 4BD

Or you may call: 051 709 4807
(24 hr. answering service) 

Fax. 051 709 2684

GW JUMPSUITS
^  Jradition o{ Quality

SIX SIZES...AND A MULTITUDE 
OF STYLES AND COLOUR 

COMBINATIONS 
Direct from Europe's Largest Manufacturer

WRITE OR PHONE TODAY 
FOR BROCHURE S.A.E.
21, STONYACRES, YETMINSTER, NR. SHERBORNE, 
DORSET DT9 6LT 
Telephone: Yetminster 872484

1

SUPPLIERS TO THE RED DEVILS

r n L & r
HAND MADE IN THE FINEST 
CUSTOM LEATHER WITH 
FASTEX FASTENER AND...

OPTIONAL; DYTTER HOLES & 
PATTERNED L IN IN G S .----------------

SEND OR C A LL FOR FORM TO ; £95
RICHARD LINE (H A T S )

57A C A P E L ROAD FOREST GATE 
LO ND O N E 7 0 J P

(01) 5 5 5 0 2 4 7

1989 Perris Valley Skydiving Events Schedule

See ■**

AH'*

Our facilities include Square One Parachute Sales and Service; the Bombshelter Bar and Snackbar; two bunkhouses that can 
accommodate 26 people; a swimming pool; hot showers and a free camping area.

PERRIS VALLEY SKYDIVING CENTRE 2091 Goetz Road P.O. Box 866 Perris, CA 92370 USA
Phone (714) 657-9576



SPORT PARACHUTIST I

STYLE

Introduction
1. Style, or the simple execution of six man­

oeuvres as precisely as possible conducted at 
best speed, requires a discipline unique to this 
event combined with body control of the high­
est order. Primary to advancement is the facil­
ity of a coach, who is of a sufficent standard to 
advise and provide positive encouragement to 
the prospective competitor, this, combined 
with consistent training, which requires at 
least 3 but ideally 5 jumps a day, will ensure 
that the competitor is given the best opportun­
ity of advancement.

2. There can be no greater frustration for the 
novice stylist than to make repeated descents 
from 7,000 ft, slogging through a style sequ­
ence fully aware that the body control is not 
good and sensing that there is little or no 
improvement in performance. It is a fact that in 
the style event a great deal of work is done 
before any appreciable improvement is 
observed, this combined with a shortage of 
coaches to guide and direct a programme and 
the students, watching their mates "having a 
good time" tends to discourage the jumper 
who, frequently, will not realise the latent 
potential as yet undiscovered.

At the other end of the scale there is what we 
may refer to as "the accomplished competitor" 
who, has worked away making best efforts 
possibly with some help and happy that med­
als are being won. This type of competitor is 
usually performing at about half the level of 
performance they are capable of and with the 
introduction of the correct salient points into 
the training programme a dramatic improve­
ment can be made, provided the jumper can 
break the bad habits and embrace the new 
technique, this is the $64,000 question! Cited 
as the evidence for this is the inability of any 
competitor in the UK to average "in the 
sevens" in competition in the last number of 
years.

Preparation
4. The stylist is not required to be super 

human in fitness terms, they are however 
required to be of a good standard of fitness but 
possibly of greater importance is the need to be 
suple, this can be achieved in a number of 
ways through the full range of physical 
activities and if necessary specialist instruction 
should be sought in this arena. The prospec­
tive stylist should not be a newly qualified Cat 
10 jumper, but one who has had sufficient 
experience to develop body control in the RW 
field both to gain experience in free-fall and to 
get out of the system all those fun dives 
thereby allowing the mind to focus on the job 
in hand.

Equipment
5. Various types of equipment may be worn 

and it is important for the stylist to wear what's 
comfortable to them. The old ideas such as to 
turn fast style you must wear a front and back 
system do not hold water, we have only to look 
at what appears to be the heavy, cumbersome 
and antiquated systems worn by some of the 
Eastern block competitors, to realise that it is 
not the kit but the body which performs the 
sequence. Similarly with regard to jumpsuits 
the same rules apply, as long as the jumper is 
comfortable that's fine. I would add a point of 
a personal nature here, that I found that Leg 
control was never as good if tracksuit bottoms 
were worn, I therefore never wore anything 
but shorts under the jumpsuit. At this point I

COMPETITION 
TRAINING

would also sweep away the idea that it is 
necessary to wear big bulky gloves to get a 
good grip of the air, rubbish. A necessary piece 
of equipment at a style camp is, without a 
doubt, a suspended or style harness. Problems 
are not corrected by a short time in free fall, but 
by time and again running through the posi­
tion of each part of the body, in many painstak­
ing "harness dirt dives". To maximise practice 
time in free fall use the maximum altitude 
available, if the aircraft is going to 10,000 go 
with it, any mistake made will have the oppor­
tunity to be corrected at a second or sub­
sequent attempt.

Running In
6. The jumper should exit the aircraft on a 

down run having ensured that the aircraft is 
headed directly toward the target, if not the 
jumper will have the additional difficulty of 
having to correct the heading throughout the 
free fall and at this stage that is a problem that 
can be done without. Due to the increased 
ground speed caused by the throw forward on 
a down wind run, the spot should be doubled, 
to place the jumper in a comfortable position 
for a shot at the target after opening. As a train­
ing expedient an "into wind run" may be used 
if, for example the stylist is to follow a group 
out, but cenrtainly prior to a competition, a 
number of downwind runs must be practised 
to appreciate a realistic look at the target.

Fast Fall Position
7. Prerequisite to any turns or loops is a good 

fast fall position and this should be the main 
priority on the first number of jumps, with no 
other manoeuvre practiced till this is per­
fected. The jumper should exit the aircraft in as 
big a student spread as possible and hold that 
position for about five seconds, this will allow 
the jumper to kill the throw forward and cor­
rect any slight deviation of the heading, it is at 
this stage that the jumper should take a deep 
breath to relax, take a good look at the target 
are before starting to reduce the body into the 
fast fall.

8. The reduction into the fast fall should be 
done slowly, especially in the early stages and 
it is important that it is done symmetrically to
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maintain stability. The legs may be together or 
apart in the fast fall which ever is more com­
fortable, the important factor to appreciate at 
this stage is that the body may be as wide as it 
is long, so the position of the legs whether 
apart or together is a matter of personal com­
fort.

9. As the knees are drawn up towards the 
chest the head should be rolled forward, so 
that ideally the chin should be as close to the 
knees as possible. In this position it will be 
impossible to see the target but this is no prob­
lem, the target will easily come into view when 
the turns start. A final point to add about the 
legs is that the toes should be pointed, this 
makes the lower limbs rigid and reduces lower 
leg wash in the turns, a point covered later.

10. Throughout the fast fall the arms are 
used to maintain the correct attitude, if the 
hands are moved forward toward the shoul­
ders, the body will assume a more flat, or sit­
ting up position and if the hands are allowed to 
rotate back toward the only important feature 
here is personal comfort as long as the jumper 
remains within the bounds of the rules. The 
elbows should be held close to the side of the 
body with the lower arms controlling the 
attitude. It should be remembered that the fast 
fall is an inherently unstable position which 
may, on occasion be difficult to maintain. 
Finally it must be remembered that the rate of 
descent in the fast fall cosiderably increased 
therefore the jumper must maintain altitude 
awareness.
Turns

11. After the fast fall has been held for about 
8 seconds the jumper has sufficient speed to 
commence the turns, it is a complete miscon­
ception that a minimum fast fall of 15 seconds 
is required to initiate the first turn for the fol­
lowing reasons:

a. With a good fast fall it is easy to initiate 
a turn much faster than even an experi­
enced stylist is capable of controlling, this 
results in a loss of body control and the rest 
of the jump is a salvage.
b. The difficulty in turning a fast set is 
not in making 6 fast manoeuvres but in 
making 5 good transitions, it is possible to 
execute a trun in about 7/10s of a second 
but it is better to slow that down, espe­
cially with the first turn to about a second 
per manoeuvre and eliminate the transi­
tion time.
c. By starting earlier in the jump there is 
more time to practice therefore more 
chance of achieving the aim on that jump.

12. Great gesticulating arm movements are 
not necessary to initiate a turn, in fact the grea­
ter the arm movements the greater the loss of 
body control. To initiate the turn a small 
thrusting movement should be made with the 
lead arm about 9 inches down in front of the 
shoulder, it is most important that this move­
ment is down and not out to the side, which 
will only increase lift in that quadrant causing 
the body to lift. The trail arm should have the 
elbow held against the side and the hand 
rotated outwards to act as an aid to the turn, 
this hand should be held against the front of 
the trail shoulder. A common error is for 
stylists to adopt a saluting position with the 
trail arm, this creates drag, causes the body to 
extend and subsequent loss of boy control. 
Imagine that a large basketball is held in the 
hans and as the ball is rolled to the left or right 
the hand position moves with it.
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13. Once the turn has taken and gone about 
60 degrees allow the body to resume the fast 
fall or neutral position. The fastest part of a 
turn is the start and when a turn is well 
initiated it is easier to maintain the turn and 
therefore body control throughout the turn in 
the neutral position, many experienced stylists 
hold the knees in the neutral position and this 
has many obvious advantages, the neutral 
position also allows better anticipation to stop 
the turn "on heading".

14. To stop a turn simply initiate a turn in 
the opposite direction. The important factor is 
that it does not matter if the turn ctches you out 
or that it does not finish "on heading", it does 
not even matter that the jumper may have 
made two turns in the early stages, what mat­
ters above all is that the body control has been 
maintained. It is easy with practice to bracket 
the turns onto heading but it is not easy to 
regain body control if the jumper is in the habit 
of losing it.
15. Especially on the initial jumps care 
should be taken to feel into the first turn then 
as confidence is built the turn can be made 
more and more snappy, this also relates to an 
earlier statement about starting the first turn 
after about 8 seconds of fast fall. When the first 
turn is completed it is important to stop, 
quickly assess the good and bad points, regain 
any lost control and try again. The advantage 
of making practice jumps from a greater 
altitude than normal means that there is more 
opportunity to get it right.
16. Turns should be conducted the same way 
throughout the jump to start with, turning a 
different direction on each jump, being careful 
not to gtart in the same direction on the first 
jump each day so as not to develop a favourite 
turn. The legs should be held in the fast fall 
position throughout the jump and. the point 
made earlier that the toes should be pointed 
helps to prevent lower leg wash at the end of 
the turns and therefore assits in the transition 
time.
17. When individual turns in the same direc­
tion have been mastered, then progress on to 
turns in pairs can be made operating on the 
same principle, after a short fast fall make two 
turns then stop "get tight" and try again. Hav­
ing eased into the first pair of turns then try a 
little more snap, on each jumps start the turn 
in a different direction and then as confidence 
and technique develop start each pair of turns 
on the jump in different direction. When these 
are mastered then the jumper is ready to intro­
duce the loop.

Backloops
18. The loops are the easiest and fastest man­

oeuvre to perform when body control is main­
tain and on the initial practice jumps loops 
should be practiced on their own. The initial 
proceedure is as for turns, a big exit position 
followed by an 8 second fast fall then start.

19. To perform a loop from the fast fall the 
arms are pushed forward to such a position 
that as they are fully extended the thumbs 
should touch, this maximises the lift and 
causes the body to rotate backwards. The head 
at this time should be forced forward toward 
the knees, in this position the loop will be com­
pleted in about the time it takes to extend the 
arms. In other words fi the arms are forced or 
blasted out fast then the loop will be propor­
tionately fast, conversely if the arms are 
pushed out at a more gentle rate the body will 
rotate at a more sedate pace. The main point to 
be stressed in the initiation of the loop is to 
keep the head forward and the knees up, this 
will allow the jumper to see the horizon rotate 
past his knees and is an aid to adopting the 
neutral position, there by allowing a short 
thinking period before stopping the loop.

20. A loop in this position with the head for­
ward allows the jumper to be more aware of 
the position of the body in the loop in relation 
to the ground. If the head is allowed to be 
pushed back in what could be described as a 
student skydiving loop, the body will become 
extended, the legs will drop and in addition to 
the speed of the loop there will be the consider­
able problem of centrifugal force to control at 
the end of the loop, resulting in a major loss of 
transition time.

21. The ideal neutral position in the loop is 
with the hands holding the knees and pulling 
them up whilst pushing the head down to 
meet the knees. This position should be 
adopted as the knees are seen to rotate past the 
horizon. In the early stages jumpers frequently 
observe that they are unable to see the horizon 
and it should be appreciated that in most cases 
this type of loop is so alien in relation to what 
has been previously practiced that it may take 
a little time to comprehend exactly what is 
going on. In the absence of seeing the horizon 
pass, work on adopting the neutral position as 
soon as the arms are fully extended.

22. To stop the loop beat down with the arms 
as the ground comes into view, the arms 
should be dug deep and must certainly reach 
below the knees. Once again this is a matter of 
practice and timing, it is not unusual in the 
early stages to complete two or even three 
loops before stopping, the important factor 
once again is to maintain the body position, 
the timing can easily be adjusted with practice. 
It is acceptable to drop the knees and lower 
legs as an aid to stopping the loop but they 
must be gathered again as soon as the loop is 
completed, this technique results in a loss of 
transition time.

23. While the loops are being worked on it is 
important not to allow the turns to get rusty, 
allow perhaps one jump a day on turns or, if 
the training is conducted from a greater 
altitude, a pair of turns may be included at the 
end of the jump.

Progression Training
24. Having mastered the individual 

techniques of turns and loops it is now neces­
sary to progress to fitting the manoeuvres 
together. As always the important factor is 
maintaining body control and if there is any 
loss the jumper should stop, "get tight" and 
try again.

25. The first combination to work on is "turn 
to loop", this will develop the technique of 
going from a turn into a loop without a loss of 
transition time, it will also maintain and allow 
the development of stopping the loop in a tight 
position.

26. Progress to a half set which will develop 
the practice of two tight and a loop. Stop and 
"get tight" after each jump where there are no 
stops and body control is maintained. Use the 
short gap between half sets to consider what 
could be improved then try it again, with prac­
tice the gap for thinking time should be 
reduced. On each jump only have one main 
point for concentration and perfect that before 
progressing. At this stage the headings must 
be good.

27. Try turn loop turn, an easy sequence to 
develop and very good for reducing lost trans­
ition time. Watch particularly that the head­
ings are correct and that the body does not con­
tinue to turn whilst in the loop thereby incur­
ring penalties. This should be practiced mak­
ing both the turn before and after the loop in 
the same direction and then in the opposite 
direction i.e. on one jump left turn loop left 
turn, on another left turn loop right turn etc.

28. Finally before progression onto sets 
work on turn loop turn turn loop, a major 
point to look at here is that the most frequent 
period to lose transition time is at the end of 
the third turn. This sequence will allow the 
jumper to kill a major problem it starts.

29. It is a big mistake made by many to bash 
on turning full sets time and time again, mis­
takes rather than being corrected tend to 
become compounded and progress is stunted. 
Regardless of what stage a jumper is at there is 
always something that needs to be worked on, 
full sets should only be conducted when 
everything else has been practiced and 
developend. Without a doubt the fastest sets 
will be the first half a dozen after fully working 
through this programme, after this sets tend to 
slow down a little as the jumper settles from a 
peak. With this in mind, prior to a competition 
only a couple of sets (if any) should be com­
pleted prior to the meet practice jump.

Psychological Approach
30. As with any sphere of competition the 

mental approach is of vital importance, many 
jumpers arrive at a competition venue with a 
log book full of recorded sets indicating a per­
formance in excess of what that jumper ever 
exhibits on the day. This tends to give them a 
totally false sense of security and frequently

Continued on page 45.
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i i^ D m u n  n  £8
DESIGNS

THEME
THE 90'S, A NEW DECADE; 
SERIOUS TIMES, WHERE 
POSITIVE JUMPSUITS ARE 
NEEDED TO GIVE THE 
POWER TO CHANGE THE 
WAY THINGS ARE!

Give us a call: 
FAREHAM 0329 232227

JUMP & JIVE!!! 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

DAVE

Bands, discos etc. provided for all 
your down to earth entertainments. 
Phone, or drop in!

Tel: 01-692 3492

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

CORNWALL PARACHUTE CENTRE
DIARY OF EVENTS FOR

1990
“The Harlyn Shuffle” “The China Challenge Cup”
3 way R.W. mix & match 8 way Speed Star Competition
14-15-16th April ........, „ Mix & Match
Air to Air Video 5-6 th August
Cash Prizes 2 Cessna ‘s’
Trophies & Medals Air to Air Video
Disco Cash Prizes

Trophies & Medals

Jump Shack SUciu '  aBalBlfetti “The Strongbow
“The May Day Hop” Static Line Competition”
4 way launch & accuracy Mix & Match
Mix & Match Open to all Categories
5-6-7th May Go back in time
Barbecue Excellent Trophies & Prizes
Cash Prizes F U N -F U N -F U N
Trophies & Medals 25th, 26th & 27th AUGUST

CORNWALL PARACHUTE CENTRE, OLD NAVAL AIRFIELD, ST. ERVAN, Nr. WADEBRIDGE, CORNWALL. S  (0841) 540691

“From the 70’s to the 90’s Innovators N O TIm m itators!”
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DIARY OF EVENTS

DATE EVENT LOCATION
9-17 June Progression Week Cranfield
14-19 June Big Aircraft Boogie Langar
23 June-1 July CLASSICS & CRW NATIONALS Langar
14-15 July Met Police accuracy Meet Headcorn
20-29 July Bi-Plane Boogie Swansea
21-28 July RAPA Championships Bad Lippespringe, Germany
4-12 August RW NATIONALS Sibson
6-10 August AFF/Tandem Instructor Course Langar
11-19 August Progression Week Cranfield
11-19 August Espace Boogie Vichy, France
13-17 August PI/Adv Instr. Course 3-90 Langar
20-24 August Exam/Pre Adv Instr. Course 3-90 Langar
20-30 August Army Championships Netheravon
25-27 August 16-Way Sequential Meet Sibson
1-2 September LAC Meet Headcorn
21-23 September 2 Skyvan Boogie & 40 Way Meet Sibson
5-6 October Night Jumps Cranfield
6-7 October 16 Way Sequential Meet Sibson
9-11 October I. P. C . 4th Technical Congress of Parachuting Bisham Abbey
2-3 November Night Jumps Cranfield
12-16 November PI/Adv Instr. Course 4-90 (RN/RM SPA) Dunkeswell
19-23 November Exam/Pre-Adv Instr. Course 4-90 (RN/RM SPA) Dunkeswell ‘

SYMBIOSIS SUITS
4 WAY GOLD

BRONZE

JUMPSUITS and 
WAR MW EAR

by Rob Colpus & Sarah Brearley 
Fast Delivery 
Guaranteed Workmanship.
SEND FOR BROCHURE E3 ZC
The Airfield, Hcadcorn, Kent. TN27 9HX 
T e l : 0622 890967
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Continued from page 42

their ego is shattered by the reality of added 
pressure and strict judging, similarly the sim­
ple change of venue or aircraft is sufficient to 
throw those not mentally prepared. How then 
do we develop that mental robustness neces­
sary to overcome the pressure and still turn in 
a creditable performance? There is no simple 
answer and of course the situation is different 
for each competitor, there are however some 
basic guide lines which will help in the mental 
preparation but it must be clearly stated that 
there is no substitute for competition experi­
ence and for that reason every available com­
petition should be entered, the jumper who 
states that they are not yet ready is unlikely 
ever to compete!

31. The following guide lines should only be 
employed when the basic techniques have 
been mastered, there is quite enough to 
occuply the mind up to that stage.

32. First let's use something as a measure of 
our levels of tension and for this a 12' rule will 
be employed. Imagine that the 0 mark is when 
we are at rest in peaceful sleep while the 12' 
represents complete panic. The level at which 
most jumpers train is around the 3' to 4' mark 
while the level at which most jumpers compete 
is about the 8' to 9' marks (all though some are 
closer to the 11'). What must be achieved is the 
narrowing of those marks, this can be achieved 
by instilling a competitive instinct in all train­
ing. Imagine for example that each jump is the 
jump off at some big competition and the 
jumper has to produce peak performance etc.

33. Cultivate a frame of mind from which 
nothing can dtract from a good effort.

a. Take the opportunity to use different 
aircraft.
b. Exit at differing air speed.
c. Change Dz or any variable that can be 
introduced.

34. The more these features can be included 
and the more this frame of mind can be culti­
vated the better chance the competitor will 
have of performing to the full potential under 
the pressure of the event.

35. In the competition the opposite frame of 
mind should be adopted, this is just another 
practice jump, nothing out of the ordinary, etc.

The D ive
36. The dive is not covered in this article for 

two reasons:
a. This article is principle for novice stylists 
although the principles remain regardless 
of standard.
b. The dive is no more than a personal pre­
ference, it is not necessary to have that 
extra air speed to turn fast style as was 
originally thought.

C onclusion
37. Everything done in the air is practice, 

it is up to the jumper and coach if it is good 
or bad practice. It is pointless to bash on 
without a firm idea of what is required and 
it is hoped that this article provides a 
framework upon which to base a training.

38. Beware of the "stopwatch watcher". 
It is of course necessary to see how the 
training is developing in relation to the 
time, but this should only be done at an 
advanced stage in the programme and as 
infrequently as possible. The moment time 
watching takes ovewr from body control is 
the moment that the stylist takes a quan­
tum leap backwards.

R. A. Milne 
W02 

Pegasus Coy

NORTHERN HANG-GLIDING CENTRE 
Flight Training School
Based at Baildon Moor - easily the 
UK's No 1 training site w ith a wide 
choice of slopes fo r most points of the 
compass. We use purpose-built train­
ing gliders and the latest radio equip­
ment. Our instructors are friendly, 
careful and experienced. We have 
safelvtauaht over 1,500 DeoDleto flv.

w ith our proven training techniques 
you could obtain your F1 qualification | 
in only four days, - or perhaps less if 
you are an experienced sport 
parachutist.
Soaring flights of 30 minutes are 
usual and thermalling to cloudbase 
and fly ing many miles cross-country 
is being achieved by many pilots. The 
Northern Paragliding centre run

We are proud of the fact that the take 
up rate of the sport among our 
pupils is almost three times the 
national average. More people suc­
ceed w ith us. Introductory, EPC and 
post EPC courses are available all 
year round.

NORTHERN PARAGLIDING CENTRE
The fastest growing sport in the UK 
paragliding (parapente) gives you the 
freedom to take to the air when you 
like for as long as you wish.
You require propertraining - getting 
it wrong could be more serious than 
falling o ff your windsurfer! - but
For a brochure on Hang-gliding
or Paragliding tuition, ring Ian or Jackie Currer or write to: 
DUNVEGAN LODGE, FRONT ST, BARMBY MOOR, 
YORK, Y 04  5EB TEL 0759 304404

courses in the Yorkshire dales on the 
best sites in the UK. You can choose 
to stay at our comfortable centre if 
you wish. We use state-of-the-art 
equipment and techniques and stock 
a huge range of equipment (new and 
used).
If you have ever sat around waiting 
fo r your turn, or thought it was all 
over too quickly - perhaps paraglid­
ing is worth a try?
Send fo r our brochure or give us a call 
to find out more about the sport and 
our training courses (there are dis­
counts available fo r club/group book­
ings).

J

FOR PARA DEMOS AND PARA COMPETITIONS 
CONTACT RON GROAT ON 

0764 64064 (24Hr)

CESSNA 207 AND BN-2 ISLANDER AVAILABLE 
SERVING THE MEMBERSHIP SINCE 1972

J



BRITISH PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION 
AFFILIATED CLUBS AND CENTRES

BADMINTON PARACHUTE CLUB
Contact J. Davis 
Badminton, Avon 
Tel: 045421 249 
Airfield: 045 421 486

BLACK KNIGHTS 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Weekend centre, first jump SL courses, radios and 
aeroconicals. Tandem courses. SL and FF progres­
sion to category 10. RW and CRW instruction. 
Cessna 105 (inflight door). SL and FF kit hire. Accu­
racy pit, canteen, washing and toilet facilities. 
Camping and caravans on DZ. B & B local. 
Contact: Bob Parry 
Patty's Farm, Hilliam Lane,
Cockerham, Nr. Lancaster 
Tel: weekend 0524791820 
(Midweek) 051 924 5560

BORDER PARACHUTE CENTRE
In beautiful Northumbrian countryside. Cessna 205, 
full equipment, free hire, RW/CRW instruction. Vis­
itors welcome, no membership fees. Centre has 
superb accommodation (booking essential). Bar 
Restaurant, Entertainments. All Weekends and Wed­
nesday and Friday afternoons/evenings (BST). 
Border Parachute Centre 
Dunstanburgh House, Embleton 
Alnwick, Northumberland 
NE66 3XF
Tel: Embleton (0665 76) 588

BRITISH PARACHUTE SCHOOL
Open daily. Static Line Round and Static Line Square 
courses. AFF and Tandem. Progression and WARP 
encouraged. 3x Cessna 206 and Islander Accuracy 
Pit. Bunkhouse with showers and Canteen and Bar 
on DZ. Visitors welcome.
British Parachute School 
The Control Tower, Langar Airfield 
Langar, Nottingham  
Tel: 0949 60878

CORNWALL PARACHUTE CENTRE
Is about people enjoying themselves, safely, the 
finest equipment, good food and friendly staff. C182, 
Video, Tandem, Static Line Square, WARP. 
Unrestricted altitude. All types of accommodation 
available. Open Wednesday through Sundays. 
Please contact Secretary Linda Ruth Grant.
Cornwall Parachute Centre 
Frans Ranch, Old Naval Airfield 
St Merryn, Cornwall 
Tel:0841 540691

DUNKESWELL INTERNATIONAL 
SKYDIVING CENTRE
Friendly full time club with basic courses and tandem 
jumping available all year round. Student 
progression, RW and CRW instruction, accuracy pit. 
Student and ram air kit available. Overnight 
accommodation, B&B nearby, canteen, bar and 
camping on DZ, Cessna 206. Non members 
welcome.
DISC, Dunkeswell Airfield 
Nr. Honiton, Devon 
Tel: 040 489 350

DONCASTER PARACHUTE CLUB
The new skydiving centre of the north. Open Fri, Sat, 
Sun & Bank Holidays - other weekdays by 
arrangement. 1st jump static line courses, tandem 
jumps, excellent student progression- WARP, RW, 
CRW and AFF intruction by competent instructors. 
Radio helmets, AAD'S, Accuracy Pit, student and 
experienced kit hire. Cafe, toilet and shower facilities, 
accommodation, caravans and camping. Bar on 
airfield. C206 Cherokee 6 and Piper Lance. 
Competitive jump prices, everyone welcome. 
Doncaster Parachute Club 
Doncaster Airfield 
Doncaster, South Yorks 
Tel: Weekends 0302 532922 
Tel: Midweek 0532 505600

EAGLESCOTT PARACHUTE CENTRE
Open every weekend and also weekdays by 
arrangementFriendly small club atmosphere with 
emphasis on safety. All students equipped with
A.A.D.s, helmet radios and G.Q. Aeroconicals. RW, 
CRW, Style and Accuracy Coaching. Superb accu­
racy pit. Tents and caravans on the D.Z. Local B&B. If 
it is windy, you can always go surfing!
Dave Tylcoat
Eaglescott Parachute Centre 
Eaglescott Airfield 
Ashreighney, Chulmleigh 
Devon EX18 7PH 
07693 552/0392 75222

FIFE PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full time 9 to dusk, from Wednesday till Sunday. 
Caters for first jumps, progression RW ,'CRW , 
tandem. Facilities include bar, canteen, one aircraft, 
camping facilities, B & B  locally, numerous bad 
weather facilities nearby.
Fife Parachute centre 
Muirhouses, Grange 
Errol, Perthshire 
Tel: 0821 2673

FLYING TIGERS 
SKYDIVING CENTRE
Beginners' courses. Ram air progression , Tandem, 
RW, CRW instruction. Restaurant, bar, camping 
available, accommodation nearby. Cessna 206 
always available. Open Friday through to Sunday all 
year and other times by arrangement.
Flying Tigers Skydiving Centre 
Goodwood Airfield, Nr Chichester 
West Sussex
Tel: Kevin Mcllwee 0243 533444

HALFPENNY GREEN 
SKYDIVING CENTRE
Friendly centre catering for progression. 
RW, CRW instruction. First jump courses, S/L square, 
Tandem and AAF. Two Islander aircraft. Cessna 180 
(in flight door). Unrestricted altitude, accuracy pit, 
free bunk house with showers. Food and bar on 
airfield. Camping available. Open weekends and by 
arrangement.
Halfpenny Green Skydiving Centre 
The Airfield, Bobbington 
Nr Stourbridge, West Midlands 
Tel: 038 488 293

HEADCORN PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full time, 9 to dusk, very active midweek. All levels of 
instruction/progression, AFF, RW, style, Accuracy. 
Experienced staff, 2 Islanders, video, team rates. 
Canteen, free accommodation. Everybody welcome. 
Headcorn Parachute Club 
The Airfield, Headcorn, Kent 
Tel:0622 890862

IPSWICH PARACHUTE CENTRE
Open 6 days a week (closed Tuesdays). Islander and 
Cherokee V1 permanently available- Student, RW 
and CRW instruction by full time staff, accuracy pit, 
exellent rigging facility. Food, accommodation, 
camping and bar on drop zone.
Ipswich Parachute Centre 
Ipswich Airport, Nacton Road 
Ipswich, 1P3 9QF 
Tel: 0473 710044

LONDON PARACHUTE SCHOOL
Weekend club: beginners' courses and progression 
training. Farmland DZ. B & B  available locally. 
Aeroconicals Radios, boots and helmets loaned 
free. All welcome at small but friendly club. Please 
telephone beforehand for weekdays activity.
London Parachute School 
P.O. Box 18, Goring on Thames,
Reading. RG8 9EW 
Tel :0249 651909

LONDON SKYDIVING CENTRE
1st jump courses. S/L.AFF,tandem. Full time centre. 
Skyvan and Cessnas. New clubhouse with showers, 
accommodation, canteen, bar, kit hire, camping. 
Easily accessible from London and the Midlands, 
close M1 (J13 14)
The London Skydiving Centre 
Cranfield Airport, Cranfield 
Bedford, MK43 OAP 
Tel: 0234 751866

MERLIN PARACHUTE CLUB
Open every weekend and bank holidays. Beginners 
courses, excellent student progression, student 
radios, AADs, boots and helmets, Tandem, WARP, 
RW/CRW instruction and air video available. Purpose 
built training areas, toilet and canteen facilities, accu­
racy pit and Islander aircraft. Friendly atmosphere, 
non members made very welcome. B&B and free 
camping off camp.
Merlin Parachute Club 
Topcliffe, Near Thirsk 
North Yorkshire
Tel: weekends 0748 832521 Ext 5367 
Tel: weekdays 0904645488

MIDLAND PARACHUTE CENTRE
Skydive MPC. Great weekend club. Islander, free kit 
hire, video and tandem plus S/L and progression R/W 
jumping. Bunkhouse and showers, bar and cafe on 
airfield. All welcome. Cheapest jump prices in the 
Country.
Midland Parachute centre 
Long Marston Airfield 
Stratford-Upon-Avon, Warks 
Tel: 0789 297959

NORTHERN IRELAND SERVICES 
FREE FALL CLUB
S. Sgt. T. Andrewes,
N.I.S.F.F.C.,
Shackleton Barracks,
B.F.P.O. 802
Tel: 0504 763221 Ext. 36472

NORTH WEST PARACHUTE CENTRE
Situated in fabulous Lakeland Scenery. Open 
weekends and Bank Holidays. Student progression, 
RW,CRW,BN Islander, kit hire, accuracy pit, canteen, 
toilets, shower. Bunkhouse and camping on the 
airfield.
North West Parachute Centre 
Cark Airfield, Flookburgh 
Nr. Grange-Over-Sands, Cumbria 
Tel: Airfield 05395-58672/58555 
Tel: Weekdays 0772 720848

4 6



\

OXON & NORTHANTS 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Situated off A422 between Banbury and Brackley. 
Open every weekend, midweek evenings during
B.S.T. months. Beginners S/L courses, radios, freefall 
progression, kit hire. Cessna 180 (inflight door) 
always available. Friendly atmosphere, visitors 
very welcome, no membership fee.
Oxon & Northants Parachute Centre 
Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield,
Steane. Nr. Brackley, Northants 
Contact: Mike Bolton,
85 Oak Park Road,
Wordsley, Stourbridge,
W. Midlands. DY8 5YJ 
Tel: 0384 393373

ARMY PARACHUTE ASSOC
The Commandant, JSPC
Airfield Camp, Netheravon
Salisbury, Wilts. SP4 9SF
Tel: Bulford Camp 0980 33371 ext:
Commandant 8245
Chief Instructor 8229
Staff 8277

RAFSPA
Weston-on-the-Green, Nr Bicester, 
Oxon. Tel: 086 989 343

THE RED DEVILS
Queen's Parade, Aldershot, Hants. 
Tel: 0252 24431 ext. 4600/4699 
Contact: Red Devils,
Browning Barracks,
Aldershot, Hants.

SILVER STARS PARA TEAM
RCTPARACHUTE CLUB 
Azimghur Barracks, Colerne 
Chippenham, Wilts. SN14 8QY 
Tel: 0225 743585 /743240 Ext 5265

OVERSEAS 
CLUBS & CENTRES

CYPRUS COMBINED SERVICES
PARACHUTE CLUB (CCSPC)
CJSATC Pergamos Camp, BFPO 58 
Tel: from UK
010 357 47 44337 (Office)
010 357 47 44245 (D.Z.)
Contact: Club CCI

JOINT SERVICES PARACHUTE 
CENTRE, HONG KONG
Borneo Lines, BFPO 1 
Tel: 0-483 7221

RAPA JSPC(L)
Bielefelderstr. Normandy, Kaserne 
4791 Sennelager 
Tel: 010495 254 822378 
JSPC(L), STC, Sennelager, BFPO 16

OTHER ORGANISATIONS 
ASSOCIATED TO THE BPA

PETERBOROUGH 
PARACHUTE CENTRE
Full time centre. Shorts Skyvan, RW instruction.
Ground to Air and Air Video, unrestricted altitude,
accommodation, free camping, bar, food,
tandem. Eighteen years unrivalled experience.
Peterborough Parachute centre
Sibson Airfield, Wansford
Peterborough
Tel: Elton 0832 280490

RN & RM SPA
S/L progression, freefall progression, accuracy pit 
CRW. Training by Europe's most experienced and 
successful jumpers, air to air video, kit hire 
(round and square), Cessna 182 (inflight door) 
Cessna 185 (inflight door). Bar, Canteen, 
free showers, camping.
RN 8t RM SPA
Dunkeswell Airfield, Dunkeswell
Honiton, Devon
Tel: Luppitt 040 489 697

SCOTTISH PARACHUTE CLUB
Open weekends and most public holidays. C206, 
all types of training, best of facilities including: 
Fan Trainer, Gravel Pit, 2 Training/Lecture rooms. 
Air to Air video, Electronic Pad, Canteen, 
Lounge area, Packing Table.
Scottish Parachute Club 
Strathallan Airfield 
Auchterada, Perthshire. PH3 1LA 
Tel: 0764 62572 weekends

SWANSEA PARACHUTE CLUB
Everyone welcome. Open Wednesdays and 
weekends 08.30 to last light. S/L Square courses. 
AADs, radios/AAF/WARP/air to air video Tandem 
licensed cafeteria/toilets/camping and caravans. 
C207, unrestricted altitude. Holiday area.
Swansea Parachute Club 
Swansea Airport,
Fairwood Common, Swansea,
West Glamorgan.
Tel: 0792 296464

THE SPORT PARACHUTE CENTRE
Young progressive centre, operated by skydivers for 
skydivers. Student and RW. progression/AFF/ 
Tandem/RAPS/courses. Weekend and midweek 
evenings at present. Full-time soon. 
Cherokee 6 A/C, new club building unrestricted 
altitude. Canteen and accomodation available.
The Sport Parachute Centre 
Tilstock Airfield 
Whitchurch, Shropshire 
Tel: 0948 841111

WILD GEESE CENTRE - 
NEW HIGH TECH TRAINING AREA
Open 7 days a week. NITB Approved with accommo­
dation for 42, hot showers, full catering. Camping 
welcome. Daily student courses-full indoor training- 
training to Cat 10, RW and CRW instruction and Night 
Jumping. S/L Square courses, AFF, Tandem Jump­
ing and Display Team. Kit Hire, AADs, Radios, Air to 
Air Video and a large accuracy pit with competition 
pad. Cessna 206 and Pilatus Porter PC6 B2H4.
Wild Geese Skydiving Centre
Movenis Airfield
116 Carrowreagh Road
Garvagh, Coleraine
Co. Londonderry. N. Ireland
Tel DZ: (02665) 58609/57050
Dave Penny (0265)868669

SCOTTISH SPORT PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION
Organisers of The Scottish Nationals. All visitors 
assured of a warm Scottish welcome.
Richard Bunchan 
Lynemore, Madderty 
Crieff, Perthshire. PH7 3NY 
Tel: 0764 83 255

EAST COAST PARACHUTE CENTRE
8 Burns Crescent, Chelmsford 
Essex, CM2 0TS
Currently sharing facilities with the London 
Parachute School at Lewknor Drop Zone.

BRITISH COLLEGIATE PARACHUTE 
ASSOCIATION

Lancashire Polytechnic Skydiving Club 
Lancashire Polytechnic Students Union 
Fylde Road Preston Lancashire PR1 2TQ

Bath University 
Exeter University 
Lancashire Polytechnic 
Leicester University 
Manchester University 
Newcastle Polytechnic 
Nottingham Polytechnic 
Portsmouth Polytechnic 
Southampton University 
South Bank Polytechnic 
Surrey University

Gavin Mcleod bcpa chairman 1990 

Douglas Naismith bcpa secretary 1990
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SLIPSTREAM ADVENTURES
With 4 fulltime AFF instructors and 6 AFF rigs at our 
disposal. Slipstream offers you outstanding 
instruction. We operate full time with the use of all 
Headcorn's facilities. We also offer RW/AFF Courses 
at Avignon in the South of France.
Slipstream Adventures 
The Airfield, Headcorn 
Kent. TN27 9HX 
Tel:0622 890641/890862

POPS UK
Hon Treas/Sec Graham St Clair 
37 Fetti Place, Witney 
Oxfordshire 
Tel: 0993 704095

If your club or centre is 
not featured on these 
pages, or if any of the 
information is incorrect, 
please contact the Editor 
immediately.

J



JUMPSUITS
Traditional Design 
Wide Colour Range 

Standard Sizes
For further details please phone: 
(0980) 52906 or send S.A.E. to:
STEVE STEPHENSON 
PARAWEAR
Lancaster, The Ham, West Durrington 
Salisbury, Wilts. SP4 8HW.

"Parawear regrets that, due to the increased demand 
for our jumpsuits in the run-up to the new season, 
orders could take between 6 and 8 weeks to complete.
It is hoped, however, that we will be back to our usual 
10-14 days production times by the end of May 1990."

PARA WEAR 
BY

STEPHENSON

INSURANCE 
FOR PARACHUTISTS

WEST MERCIA 
INSURANCE BROKERS

H igh St.. W om bourne . Nr. W o lverham pton  WV5 9DN 
T e l: W om bourne  892661 (STD 0902)

FREE SKYDIVES!
Applications are invited to join a 10-12 
way skydiving squad. 400 plus RW 
skydives & a £500.00 deposit required. 
Apply in writing with full skydiving 
C.V., jump suit size details and recent 
photograph to:
Skydive,
Manorgate Business Centre 
6 Manorgate Road, Kingston Upon Thames 
Surrey KT2 7AL

tlo Obligation

9-17 June

11-19 August 
5-6 October

- Progression Week

- Progression Week

- Night Jumps

Cranfield Airport, Cranfield, Beds MK43 0AP. Tel. (0234) 751866

Aircraft 
Silencers

Low N oise S ilencers fitted  to 
standard exhaust system s :

I I
★  dram atic noise reduction

★ sim ple installation

★ ligh t weight

Skycraft Services Limited 
Tel.0763 852150 Fax.0763 852593
Albany House, Litlington, Cambridgeshire 

____ \ ___________ \ ____________ ___

All experience levels welcome
Excellent facilities ■■ Canteen • Bar ■■ Accommodation 
Large Accuracy Pit Two C-182's ■■ Skyliner ■■ Tandem
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Sweatshirt Collared - Banded H Designer Polo Shirt
Sweatshirt - Rollneck - Zipper I T Shirt B.P.A. Logo
Sweatshirt Crewneck J Tie Single Polo
Jogging Pants K Lambswool Sweater
SkyDive Pants L T Shirt B.P.A. Logo - Crew
BaggyTShirt - OneSize M Sweatshirt - Collar - Buttoned
Sweatshirt - Short Sleeve N Sweatshirt - SkyDive Logo
Grey Only Crew

Please use B.P.A. shop price list enclosure when ordering, quoting colour and size required.






